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ADVERTISEMENT. 


WHEN  the  firfl  Part  of  this  Volume  was 
publifhed,  feveral  circumftances  led  me 
to  be  apprehenfive  that  I  fhould  not  be  able  to 
finifh  the  remaining  Parts  with  all  the  regu¬ 
larity  I  could  have  wifhed.  But  I  little  ima¬ 
gined,  that  the  interruption  would  have  been 
unavoidably  protracted  for  fo  long  a  time.  Af¬ 
ter  the  delay  which  neceflarily  took  place,  I  have 
thought  it  better  to  publifh  the  whole  remain¬ 
der  of  the  Volume  at  once,  than  in  three 
feparate  Parts.  And  I  now  propofe,  that,  in 
place  of  Quarterly  Numbers,  this  Publication 
lhall  hereafter  be  continued  under  the  form  of 
an  Annual  Volume.  But  it  may  in  future  hap¬ 
pen,  that  from  the  want  either  of  time  or  ma¬ 
terials,  I  lhall  not  be  able  to  accomplifh  my  in¬ 
tentions  even  on  this  plan.  In  that  event  I 
lhall  probably,  as  on  the  prefent  occafion,  pu¬ 
blifh  in  one  Volume  materials  collected  during 

o 

two  or  even  more  years.  To  enable  me.  how¬ 
ever,  to  conduCl  this  Publication  in  future  with 
that  regularity  which  is  to  be  wifhed  for,  I  beg 
leave  to  take  this  opportunity  of  foliciting  the 
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Affiftance  of  all  who  are  zealous  for  the  Im¬ 
provement  of  Medicine,  and  for  the  Extern 
fion  of  ufeful  Knowledge,  but  particularly  of 
thofe  whofe  Remarks  have  formerly  enriched 
this  Work.  The  continuance  of  that  affiftance 
will  be  confidered  as  a  particular  favour  by  their 
moft  obedient  Servant, 


ANDREW  DUNCAN, 


Edinburgh ,  May  12.  1  7%0 


\ 


CONTENTS 


O  F 


VOLUME  EIGHTH. 


PARTI.  SECT  I.  Account  of  New  Books * 

I.  J^ylffertatio  de  ut  Hit  ate  eleBrifationis  in  arte  me  die  a 9 

feu  in  curandis  morbis .  AuBore  Joanne  Bo- 
hadfeh.  Page  7 

II.  Specimen  inaugurate  medicum,  fiftens  experiment  a 

quadam,  quibus  conftitit,  eas  partes  ejfe  fenfu  prtedi- 
tas}  quibus  Hallerus ,  cum  aliis  quibufdam ,  omnem  fen- 
tiendi  facultatem  cum  irritabilitafe  denegat,  Audlore 
Ignatio  Radniczky.  16 

III.  Obfervations  on  the  different  methods  of  treating  the 

venereal  difeafe.  By  William  Deafe,  Surgeon  to  the 
united  Hofpitals  of  St  Nicholas  and  St  Catharine , 
Dublin.  25 

IV.  Henr.  Fridr.  Delii,  Prof  Erlang .  See.  Differtaiio 

de  taraxaco P  prafertim  aqua  ejujdem  per  fermenta - 
tionem  parata,  eximio  ufu .  35 

V.  Obfervations  on  the  cure  of  the  gonorrhoea.  By  Sa- 

muel-Foart  Simmons,  M.  D.  F.  R.  S.  &c.  42 

Vol.  VIII.  b  VI.  A 


CONTENTS. 


vm 


cine,  Profefleur  d’Anatomie,  de  Chirdrgie,  &  de 
Medecine,  dans  Puniverfite  de  Groningue ;  des  Acade¬ 
mies  de  Paris,  de  Londres,de  Harlem,  &c.  Page  129 

II.  Obfervations ,  medical  and  political ,  on  the  f, mall  pox, 

and  the  advantages  and  difadvantages  of  general  ino¬ 
culation ,  efpecially  in  cities  :  And  on  the  mortality  of 
mankind  at  every  age  in  city  and  country ,  &c.  By 
W.  Black,  M.  D.  141 

V 

III.  A  treatife  on  fympathy ,  in  two  parts.  Part  I.  On 
the  nature  of  fympathy  in  general ,  and  of  antipathy 
and  the  force  of  imagination .  II.  On  febrile  fympa¬ 
thy  and  confent ,  and  on  the  balance  and  connexion  of 
extreme  vejfels.  By  Seguin- Henry  Jackfon,  Mem - 

L 

ber  of  the  Royal  College  of  Phyficians ,  London  ;  and 
of  the  Royal  Medical  Society ,  Edinburgh  ;  and  Phyfi- 
cian  to  the  Weftminfter  General  Difpenfary.  150 

IV.  Jo.  Wences  Nachtigal,  Differtatio  de  fubmerfis. 
Vid.  Fafciculus  quartus  operum  minorum  me  dicorum, 
Francifci  Xav  de  WalTerberg. 

V.  Obfervations  on  the  fuperior  efficacy  of  the  red  Peru¬ 
vian  bark ,  in  the  cure  of  agues ,  and  other  fevers,  in - 
terfperfed  with  occafional  remarks  on  the  treatment  of 
other  difeafes  by  the  fame  remedy.  By  William 
Saunders,  M.  D.  Member  of  the  Royal  College  of 
Phyficians  in  London,  and  Phyjician  to  Guy’s  Hofpi - 

1 67 

VI.  dn  account  of  fome  experiments  on  mercury ,  fiver 
and  gold,  made  at  Guildford  in  May  1782,  in  the  la¬ 
boratory 


IX 


CONTENTS. 

boratory  of  James  Price,  M.  D,  F.  R.  S.  To  which 
is  prefixed ,  An  abridgment  of  Boyle’s  account  of  the 
degradation  of  gold.  Page  176 

VII.  An  account  of  the  jail-fever ,  or  typhus  carcerum , 

as  it  appeared  at  Carlifle  in  the  year  1781.  By 
John  tieifham,  M.  D.  190 

VIII.  Antonii  Brugmans  Magnetifmus ,  feu  de  affinita - 

tibus  magnetic  is  obfervationes  academic#.  202 

*  V  ‘  -  * .  t  * 

* 

SECT.  II.  Medical  Obfer nations. 

I.  Obfervations  on  regimen  and  preparation  under  inocu¬ 

lation ,  and  on  the  treatment  of  the  natural  fimall  pox, 
in  the  Wefi  Indies.  To  which  are  added,  Strictures 
on  the  Suttonian  praClice  ;  in  a  letter  to  Dr  Andrew 
Duncan.  By  James- Makittrick  Adair,  Fellow  of  the 
Royal  College  of  Phyficians  at  Edinburgh.  21 1 

II.  Facts  and  obfervations  on  different  medical  fubjeCts. 

By  Mr  R.  JVPCaufland,  Surgeon  to  the  King's  or  8 th 
Regiment  of  Foot.  247 

III.  A  curious  cafe  of  a  very  remarkable  and furprifing 

recovery  in  a  private  foldier  of  the  fecond  battalion, 
73^  regiment ,  ferving  in  Gibraltar ,  1781 , — attended 
with  a  fraCture  of  the  cranium ,  requiring  the  tre¬ 
phine , — a  compound  fraCi.ure  of  the  lower  extremity , 
requiring  amputation , — and  fever  al  other  wounds.  By 
Mr  Andrew  Cairncrofs,  Surgeon  to  the  fecond  batta¬ 
lion,  73J  Regiment.  296 

IV.  Obfer- 


CONTENTS. 


x 


IV.  Obfervations  on  canine  madnefs .  By  Dr  Houlfton  of 
Liverpool.  Communicated  to  Dr  Duncan.  P.304 

V.  Hi/i ary  of  a  cafe  of  rheumatfm ,  cured  by  electricity. 
By  Dr  Simon  Lanphier,  Phyfcian,  Waterford.  314 

VI.  The  hi/lory  of  a  cafe ,  inhere  the  pharynx  was  wound¬ 
ed  through  the  mufcles  and  membranes  which  conned 
the  larynx  and  os  hyoides ,  without  proving  fatal.  By 
the  late  Dennis  Ryan,  M.  D.  Communicated  in  a 
letter  to  Samuel-Foart  Simmons,  M.  D.  F.  R.  S. 
Phyfcian  in  London,  and  by  him  to  Dr  Duncan.  3  1 9 

VII.  Account  of  the  fuccefsful  operation  of  the  trepan  on 
the  left  temple ,  with  the  extraction  of  a  fplinter  of 

J lone ,  penetrating  the  dura  mater.  By  Mr  George 
Borthwick,  Surgeon ,  14 th  Regiment  Light  Dra¬ 
goons.  322 

VIII.  The  hiftory  of  a  cafe  of  hydrocephalus,  fuccefs fully 

treated  by  the  ufe  of  mercury .  By  Dr  Alexander 
Eafon,  Phyfcian ,  Manchefer .  325 

IX.  Hiftories  of  two  cafes  :  The  dif charge  of  a  large 

calcareous  concretion,  and  the  extraction  of  the  bones 
of  a  foetus  by  the  reCtum.  By  Dr  Samuel  Fitzgerald, 
Phyfcian  at  Mullingar .  ^  29 

X.  The  hiftory  of  a  cafe  of  hydrocephalus  fuccefs  fully 
treated  by  mercury .  By  Dr  Thomas  Aery,  Phyf- 


dan,  Whitehaven. 


332 


XI.  Obfervations  and  experiments  on  the  effects  of  dif¬ 
ferent  anthelmintics  applied  to  earth-worms  ;  commu¬ 
nicated  to  Dr  Duncan,  in  a  letter  from  Dr  Thomas 
Fowler,  Phyfcian  at  Stafford.  ^ 5 

XII.  Obfer * 


) 


CONTENTS. 


XL 


XII.  Obfervations  on  the  Plague,  quarantines ,  Sec.  in  a 

letter  from  Dr  Matthew  Guthrie,  Phyfcian  at  St 

-* 

Peterfburgh,  to  Dr  Duncan.  Page  34 5 


SECT.  III.  Medical  News . 


1 .  Remarkable  inftance  of  convulfwe  affedlions  in  two 

young  ladies ,  being  induced  from  a  very  uncommon 
caufe  ;  in  a  letter  from  Dr  Fitzpatrick  of  Dublin  to 
Dr  Duncan.  364 

2.  Refult  of  a  number  of  experiments  made  on  the  air 
contained  in  the  Buxton  waters  ;  in  a  letter  from  Dr 
Pearfon,  Phyfcian  at  Doncafter,  to  Dr  Duncan.  367 

3.  Remarkable  particulars  refpeBing  an  old  woman ; 

communicated  in  a  letter  to  Dr  Duncan  from  Dr  Bif- 
fet  of  Knayton.  370 

4.  Account  of  a  new  tranflation  of  the  genera  and  Jk pe¬ 
des  pi ant  arum  of  Sir  Charles  Linnaeus.  377 

c .  Account  of  an  intended  tranflation  of  Mr  Lavoifier’s 
phyfical  and  chemical  ejfays.  384 

6.  Account  of  Dr  Monro’s  obfervations  on  the  ft rudlure 

and  functions  of  the  nervous  fyftem.  384 

7.  Account  of  fome  intended  publications  at  Paris.  389 

8.  - of  new  anatomical  tables  of  the  blood-veffels , 

by  Mr  Bell  at  Edinburgh.  390 

9.  Account  of  new  editions  of  the  elements  of  the  praElice 
of  midwifery ,  by  Dr  Hamilton  ;  of  the  firfl  lines  of 
the  practice  of  medicine }  by  Dr  Cullen  ;  and  of  the 

pharmacopoeia 


CONTENTS. 


arii 

pharmacopoeia  of  the  Royal  College  of  Phyfi  clans  at 
Edinburgh.  Page  392 

10.  Obfervations  on  the  freezing  of  mercury  in  Hudforfs 

Bay,  392 

11.  Account  of  a  plan  for  general  inoculation  at  Liver¬ 
pool.  393 

12.  Account  of  a  new  botanical  work,  by  Frofeffbr  Pal¬ 
las,  under  the  aufpices  of  the  Emprefs  o/'Ruriia.  403 

13.  Account  of  prize -quefl  ions,  at  Edinburgh,  Paris , 


Harlem,  Sec.  409 

14.  Account  of  a  new  edition  of  the  new  difpenfatory , 
originally  publifhed  by  Dr  Lewis.  415 

1  5.  Account  of  the  death  of  Sir  John  Pringle.  416 

16.  - - — — - — — — -  Dr  Dawfon.  417 

17.  - - — — - - Dr  Solander.  41  8 

28.  »  — — — — - — — - — -  Dr  Ryan.  420 

19.  — - Dr  Drummond.  420 

20.  — — - — - -  Dr  Young.  423 

21.  - — - - - Dr  Dugud  Leflie.  425 

22.  — — — — — - - —  Dr  Hunter.  426 

23 .  - -  Mr  Pattiflon .  410 


SECT.  IV.  Lift  of  New  Books . 


434 


v 


t 


'  r 


TO  THE 


Readers  of  the  Medical  Commentaries . 


Gentlemen, 

'  i 

T  the  commencement  of  the  lafl  volume 

) 


JL  a.  of  thefe  Commentaries,  a  change  was 
made  in  the  title-page,  for  reafons  with  which  I 
reckoned  it  unneceflary  to  trouble  you.  When 
I  then,  however,  alfumed  to  myfelf  the  compi¬ 
lation  of  a  work  which  had  formerly  been  pre- 
fented  to  the  public  as  coming  from  the  hands 
of  a  fociety,  I  obferved  that  the  execution  of  the 
talk  I  had  undertaken  would  not  hereafter  be 
more  dependent  on  my  own  exertions  than  it 
had  been  formerly.  And  accordingly,  I  have 
not  been  difappointed,  either  in  aid  from  corre- 
fpondents  at  a  diftance,  or  in  permanent  affift- 
ance  from  fome  medical  friends  at  this  place. 
Notwithflanding  this,  however,  it  is  now  incum¬ 
bent  on  me  to  folicit  your  indulgence  for  the 


A  2 


irregular 


i 
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Irregular  manner  in  which  the  publication  has 
been  concluded  during  laffc  year. 

This  has  in  fome  meafure  arifen  from  circum- 
ftances  which  it  was  impoflible  for  me  to  pre¬ 
vent.  But  it  has  alfo,  in  part  proceeded  from 
my  poftponing,  on  different  occafions,  the  con- 
dud  of  this  undertaking,  to  engagements  of  a 
more  urgent  nature,  and  which  did  not  admit 
of  delay.  And  although  it  is  my  intention  to 
continue  this  publication  with  as  much  regula¬ 
rity  as  I  am  able,  yet  I  cannot  promife  that  fi- 
milar  caufes  may  not  hereafter  be  produdive  of 
fimilar  interruptions.  May  I  therefore  hope,  that 
you  will  neither  be  difappointed  nor  offended 
fhould  fuch  irregularities  again  occur. 

I  flatter  myfelf,  however,  that  whatever  irre¬ 
gularities  may  take  place,  will  in  no  degree  dimi- 
nifn  the  utility  of  this  work*  I  am  fully  fenflble, 
that  if  the  materials  and  opportunities  of  informa¬ 
tion  which  I  poflefs,  were  in  the  hands  of  any  one 
of  greater  abilities,  and  more  lei  fare,  the  advanta¬ 
ges  to  be  derived  from  a  careful  perufal  of  thefe 
Commentaries  might  be  much  increafed.  As 
far,  however,  as  my  time  or  talents  can  aflord 
fatisfadion  to  the  liberal  and  candid  mind,  they 
fhall  be  exerted  with  unremitting  induflry.  Such 

exertions 


'  [  V  ] 

exertions  will  be  a  more  powerful  apology  for  fu¬ 
ture  imperfe&ions  in  this  work,  than  any  thing 

/ 

elfe  that  could  be  urged.  And  while  I  employ  this 
argument  for  foliciting  your  indulgence,  I  hope 
it  may  alfo  have  fome  weight  in  procuring  your 
afliftance.  When  fafts  occur  to  you  in  prac¬ 
tice,  which,  while  they  convey  ufeful  informa¬ 
tion  to  yourfelves,  may  alfo  be  inftru&ive '  to 
others ;  the  tranfmiffion  of  thefe  for  publication 
in  the  Medical  Commentaries,  will  confer  a  An¬ 
gular  obligation  on 


Your  mod:  obedient  Servant, 

Edinburgh,") 

Tune  i.  1781.  j 

» 

Andrew  Duncan, 
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SECT.  I. 

Account  of  New  Books'. 


i. 

\ 

Differtatio  de  utilitate  Eleclrlfationu  in  Arte  MedU 
ca ,  feu  in  curandis  Morbis.  AuElore  Joanne 
Bohadfch.  Prague  &  Drefdae.  4 to. 

THE  treatife  before  us  we  find  divided  into 
four  different  chapters. 

I.  De  effe&u  vis  ele&ria,  in  diverfis  corpo- 
ribus, 

A  4  II,  Dc 
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II.  I)e  theoria  morborum  in  quibus  electri- 
fatio  potifiimum  adhibcnda  eft. 

UL  De  therapeia  hemiplegias. 

IV.  De  obfervationibus  hemipiegicorum  per 
de 61  r i  bit i on  e  m  c  u  r ato r u  m . 

In  the  firft  of  thefe,  our  Author  enumerates ' 
a  great  many  experiments  on  the  various  effe&s 
of  electricity  on  different  fluids  and  foiid  bodies; 
by  all  of  which  it  appeared  evident  that  electri¬ 
city,  when  applied  to  any  fubftance  for  the  fpace 
of  feverai  hours,  has  a  confiderable  influence  in 
producing  a  diminution  of  its  weight. 

Of  thefe  experiments  we  fhali  here  prefent 
our  readers  with  a  fhort  view.  „ 

Four  ounces  of  river-water  being  put  into  a 
glafs  veffel  of  four  inches  diameter,  and  being 
kept  in  an  electrified  ft  ate  for  the  fpace  of  five 
hours,  was  in  that  time  found  to  have  loft  eight 
grains  of  its  weight  ;  whereas,  the  fame  quantity 
of  water,  contained  in  a  veffel  of  the  fame  fize, 
to  which  deCtriciry  was  not  applied,  in  the  fame 
fpace  of  time,  loft  only  three  grains. of  its  weight. 

The  fame  experiment  being  repeated,  with 
the  water  contained  in  a  tin,  inftead  of  a  glafs 
veffel,  the  refalt  was  found  to  be  exactly  fimilar, 
with  this  diffc  Tnce,  that  the  water  in  the  elec¬ 
trified 
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three  grains, 
four  grains, 
nine  grains. 


trifled  tin  veffel,  in  the  fame  fpace  of  time,  was 
found  to  have  loft  ten  grains  of  its  weight  in 
place  of  eight. 

In  the  fame  fpace  of  time,  and  in  fimilar  cir- 

cumftances,  the  following  articles  being  kept  in 

♦ 

an  ele&rified  hate,  were  affected  as  follows : 
Four  ounces  of  olive  oil,  -  loft  nothing. 

of  vinegar,  -  three  grains, 
of  water  impregna¬ 
ted  with  nitre, 
of  new  milk,  - 
of  urine, 
of  fpirit  of  turpentine,  ten  grains, 
of  fpirit  of  wine,  ten  grains, 

of  vol.fp.  of  fal  amm.  thirteen  gr. 

The  fame  experiments  were  repeated  with  the 
fame  liquids  contained  in  veffels  of  lefs  diame¬ 
ters,  when  the  quantity  of  fluid  loft  by  evapo¬ 
ration  was  found  to  diminifh  in  proportion  to 
the  fize  of  the  veffel  made  ufe  of. 

A  pear  weighing  about  four  ounces  and  a 
half,  being  kept  in  an  ele&rified  (late  for  the 
fpace  of  full  five  hours,  loft  fix  grains  of  its  ori¬ 
ginal  weight ;  whereas  a  pear  of  exactly  the 
fame  weight,  to  which  no  electricity  was  appli¬ 
ed, 
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three  grains , 
four  grains, 
fix  grains, 
feven  grains. 


i  '  <  '  • 

ed,  did  not  in  that  fpace  of  time  lofe  any  of  its 
weight. 

A  piece  of  dried  oak  wood  being  kept  in  a 
fimilar  eledrified  ftate  for  the  fame  fpace  of 
time,  did  not  lofe  any  of  its  original  weight. 

A  bundle  of  iron  keys,  -  loft  nothing. 
Two  new  laid  eggs,  -  two  grains. 

A  piece  of  new-baked  bread,  three  grains. 
A  piece  of  raw  beef, 

A  piece  of  boiled  beef, 

A  piece  of  moift  fponge, 

A  branch  of  grapes. 

From  thefe  our  Author  draws  the  following 
conclufions : 

1.  That  electricity  increafes  the  natural  eva¬ 
poration  of  liquids,  unlefs  fuch  liquids  are  pof- 
fefted  of  a  very  great  degree  of  vifcidity,  as  is 
the  cafe,  he  obfer.ves,  with  olive  oil. 

2.  That  this  increafe  in  the  evaporation  of  li- 

quids,  produced  by  eledricity,  is  in  proportion 
to  their  degree  of  volatility. 

3-'  That  eledricity  in  this  refped  ads  with 
greater  influence  on  fluids  contained  in  metallic 
than  on  thofe  contained  in  glafs  veflels. 

4.  I  bat  this  increafe  of  evaporation  produced 
by  eledricity  on  liquids,  is  in  proportion  to  the 
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extent  of  their  furfaces  expofed  to  the  atmo- 
fphere  ;  and, 

5.  That  electricity  has  an  evident  effedt  in  di- 
minifhing  the  weight  even  of  folid  bodies,  when 
fuch  a  quantity  of  moifture  is  contained  in 
them  as  is  neceflary  for  the  purpofe  of  evapo¬ 
ration. 

Our  author  now  proceeds  to  fhew,  that  elec¬ 
tricity  being  applied  for  fome  time  to  veffels  re¬ 
plete  with  fluids,  an  increafed  difeharge  of  their 
contents,  is  thereby  always  produced  ;  as  a  proof 
of  which,  the  following  experiment  is  related. 

Let  a  common  egg  be  perforated  at  one  end, 
fo  as  to  difeharge  all  its  contents,  both  the  white 
and  yolk ;  and  a  fiphon  being  introduced,  fo  as 
not  to  touch  the  bottom  of  the  egg,  let  it  be 
completely  filled  with  water,  and  then  weighed. 
The  egg  is  then  to  be  emptied,  by  making  the 
water  pafs  through  the  fiphon,  and  by  weighing 
again,  it  may  be  known  exa&ly  what  quantity 
of  water  is  difeharged  in  a  given  time.  The 
egg  is  now  to  be  filled  again,  and  on  being  elec¬ 
trified  for  fome  hours,  the  water  contained  in  it 
will  be  found  to  flow  with  much  greater  rapi¬ 
dity  than  when  no  electricity  was  applied.  This 
experiment,  however,  we  are  informed  will  not 

fucceed, 
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fucceed,  if  inftruments  are  ufed  of  larger  capa¬ 
cities  than  thofe  defcribed. 

»  *  •  , 

That  the  vegetation  of  plants  is  confiderably 
increafed,  by  the  proper  application  of  ele&ricity, 
has  long  been  known  ;  as  a  proof  of  which,  the 
following  experiment  is  related  by  our  Author. 

Two  veffels  exadly  fmiilar  being  filled  with 
earth,  the  fame  quantity  of  milliard  feed  was 
fov/n  in  each,  and  both  being  placed  upon  the 
fame  bench,  a  quantity  of  water  was  now  and 
then  fprinkled  upon  them.  This  was  done  on 
the  9th  of  O&ober. 

On  the  1  ith,  one  of  the  veffels  was  eledrihed 
at  different  times  for  thefpace  often  hours.  In 
other  refpe&s  the  treatment  of  both  continued 
to  be  exa&ly  the  lame. 

On  the  13th,  the  ele&rified  veffel  pufhed 
forth  three  plants  of  muftard,  but  no  appearance 
of  vegetation  was  obfervable  in  the  other.  This 
evening  ele&ricity  was  again  applied  for  the 
fpace  of  three  hours  to  the  veffel  formerly  elec¬ 
trified. 

On  the  14th,  new  plants  of  muftard  were  ob- 
ferved  in  the  electrified  veffel,  while  one  only 
appeared  in  the  other.  The  former  was  this 
day  again  electrified  for  the  fpace  of  five  hours. 

The 
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The  fame  kind  of  management  was  continu¬ 
ed  till  the  1 9th,  when  all  the  feed  in  the  deftri- 
fied  pot  was  found  to  have  produced  plants ; 
and  thefe  at  lead  four  times  the  length  of  thofe 
in  the  other ;  while  in  this  lad  too,  only  three 
plants  were  found  to  have  fprung  from  all  the 
feed  that  was  fown.  We  are  here  told  too,  that 
this  difference  in  the  procefs  of  vegetation  could 
not  arife  from  the  feed  in  the  one  pot  being 
good  and  the  other  bad ;  for  no  choice  had 
been  made,  and  in  fact  the  feed  in  the  pot  which 
was  not  electrified  did  at  lad  all  germinate. 
The  fame  experiment  we  are  informed  has  been 
repeated  on  different  plants,  and  uniformly  with 
a  fimilar  refult. 

In  another  fe&ion  of  this  chapter,  various  ex¬ 
periments  are  related,  all  tending  to  drew,  that 
electricity  has  a  eonfiderable  influence  in  pro¬ 
moting  the  natural  perfpiration  of  animals. 
Thefe  experiments  were  made  with  whelps,  pi¬ 
geons,  and  other  animals ;  and  an  increafed  de¬ 
gree  of  perfpiration  was  always  found  to  be  pro¬ 
duced  by  the  application  of  electricity. 

In  the  2d  and  3d  chapters  of  this  Work,  our 
Author  delivers  the  theory  of  hemiplegia;  and 
in  the  4th  and  lad  chapter,  fome  cafes  are  rela¬ 
ted, 


ted,  in  which  the  good  effeds  of  electricity  In 
the  cure  of  hemiplegia  were  very  evident. 

A  chairman,  20  years  of  age,  of  a  tali  ftature 
and  corpulent  habit  of  body,  had  for  ten  years 
been  affiided  with  hemiplegia.  He  could  not 
walk  even  with  the  affidance  of  a  crutch,  but 
with  great  difficulty.  The  eye  of  the  affeded 
fide  was  become  altogether  ufelefs ;  and  the  eye 
of  the  oppofite  fide  was  now  fo  weak  as  to  put 
it  out  of  his  power  to  read  fmall  printed  books. 
The  hand  of  the  paralytic  fide  was  very  feeble 
in  its  motions,  and  had  loft  almoft  entirely  the 
fenfe  of  feeling ;  and  together  with  thefe  and 
other  fymptoms  of  hemiplegia,  the  patient  was 
much  tormented  with  lumbago. 

May  29.  He  was  this  day  eledrified  for  the 
fpace  of  half  an  hour,  by  taking  fparks  from  the 
hand  and  fingers  of  the  arm  affeded ;  and  like- 
wife  from  the  eye  of  the  difeafed  fide. 

30th.  The  patient  flept  better  than  ufual  lad 
night.  He  was  this  day  electrified  as  before ; 
and  the  weak  fide  was  ordered  to  be  well  rub¬ 
bed  at  bed-time  with  warm  cloths. 

June  4.  The  eledricity  was  dill  continued  $ 
one  conflant  effect  of  it,  was  a  confiderable  flow 
of  tears.  He  now  could  didinguifh  even  fmall 

objeds. 
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objeCts,  and  could  walk  with  much  greater  eafe 
than  before. 

27th.  The  electricity  was  hitherto  continued  ; 
the  patient  got  gradually  better, ,  and  is  at  this 
time  perfectly  well.  The  eye,  of  which  he  loft 
the  ufe  many  years  ago,  ftill  continues  indeed  in 
the  fame  ftate.  Other  three  cafes  are  after¬ 
wards  related  by  our  Author,  in  which  the  ef¬ 
fects  of  eleCtricity  in  the  cure  of  this  diforder 
were  very  remarkable  ;  and  we  fhall  conclude 
our  account  of  this  Work  by  a  Ihort  account  of 
one  of  them. 

A  young  man,  1 5  years  of  age,  had  laboured 
under  a  hemiplegia  from  his  infancy  ;  and  a 
great  variety  of  remedies  had  been  had  recourfe 
to,  but  with  no  effeCt.  The  arm  and  leg  of  the 
left  fide  were  much  emaciated ;  fome  degree  of 

feeling  ftill  remained ;  but  the  arm  was  fo  debi- 

..  * 

litated,  that  the  hand  could  neither  grafp  nor  re¬ 
tain  any  thing. 

On  the  8th  of  June,  eleCtricity  was  tried,  and 
was  continued  almoft  daily  till  the  20th. 

On  the  1 3th,  the  affeCted  arm  was  become 
fomewhat  ftronger,  and  prickling  pains  were 
felt  in  it  through  the  night. 
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On  the  17th,  the  arm  was  become  ftronger, 
and  had  even  begun  to  receive  an  increafe  in 
bulk.  ■ 

By  the  17th  of  July  he  was  almofl  well ;  he 
could  now  eafily  carry  a  weight  of  30  pounds ; 
and  on  the  20th  he  was  difmiffed  cured. 


II. 

1  »  » 

*•  )  %  ■  •* 

,  .  ■  • ,  i  ' 

Specimen  Inaugurate  Medicum ,  JiJlens  experimental 
quaddm ,  quibus  conjlitit ,  eas  partes  ejje  fenfu 
pr&diias ,  qtiibus  Hallerus  cum  aids  quibufdam 
omnem  fentiendi  facultatem  cum  irritabilitate  de- 
negat •  Auttore  Ignatio  Radniczky.  4to.  Pragx. 

< 

SEveral  years  ago  a  doctrine  was  introduced 
into  the  world,  by  the  late  celebrated  Haller 
and  his  difciples,  tending  to  prove,  that  the  ten¬ 
dons,  periokeum,  dura  mater,  and  fome  other 
membranous  parts,  are  all  dekitute  of  fenfation. 
Various  anfwers  have  been  publilhed  to  this  opi¬ 
nion  ;  but  as  the  W ork  now  before  us  enters 

* 

more  fully  upon  this  invekigation  than  any  we 
have  met  with,  and  as  the  Author’s  ideas  are  all 
fupported  by  a  feries  of  well  conduced  experi¬ 
ments,  we  {hall  therefore  give  a  particular  detail 
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of  fuch  of  thefe  as  appear  to  be  mod  conclu- 
five. 

I 

This  Work  is  divided  into  four  fe&ions :  The 
firft  is  entitled,  De  tendinibus ;  the  fecond,  De 
periofteo  &  pericranio ;  the  third,  De  dura  & 
pia  matre  $  and  the  fourth,  De  pleura  &■  peri- 
tonseo. 

Sect.  I.  De  Tendinibus . 

A  middle  fized  dog  was  the  fubjedt  of  the  firft 
of  thefe  experiments  ;  which  was  performed,  we 
are  told,  in  the  prefence  of  Profeffor  McMiven, 
and  feveral  other  Members  of  the  Univerfity. 

The  animal  being  properly  fecured,  the  fkin 
was  cut,  in  a  longitudinal  direction,  along  the 
courfe  of  the  tendo  Achillis.  During  this  inci- 
fion,  the  dog  appeared  to  be  in  very  great  pain  ; 
it  was  obferved,  however,  that  although  he  did 
not  complain,  either  upon  puncturing  or  cutting 
off  a  piece  of  (kin  previoufly  feparated  from  the 
parts  below,  yet  that  the  pain  was  conftantly  re¬ 
newed,  on  attempting  to  dilfed:  a  portion  of  fkin 
not  yet  detached  from  the  contiguous  parts. 

The  tendon  with  its  (heath  being  now  laid 
bare,  a  very  flight  degree  of  irritation  with  a 
Vol.  VIII.  B  needle, 
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needle,  was  found  to  produce  a  great  degree  ot 
pain  ;  but  lead  any  fallacy  might  occur  from  the 
tendon  dill  remaining  covered  with  its  vagina, 
it  was  at  lad  perfedly  denuded,  when  the  fame 
degree  of  irritation  was  attended  with  the  fame 
effed  as  before.  A  needle  being  pufhed  into 
the  fubdance  of  the  tendon,  evidently  occafioned 
very  fevere  pain  ;  and  the  needle  being  allowed 
to  remain  there  for  fome  time,  it  was  afterwards 
found  in  withdrawing  it,  that  the  animal  com¬ 
plained  feverely  on  its  being  in  the  lead  degree 
moved.  Violent  figns  of  pain  too,  occurred  on 
dividing,  even  with  a  cutting  indrument,  a  few 
of  the  fibres  of  this  tendon. 

In  the  eight  experiment  on  this  fubjed,  the 
tendon  of  one  of  the  mufcles  in  the  leg  of  a  horfe 
was  laid  entirely  bare  ;  and  it  was  uniformly  ob* 
ferved,  that  on  punduring  the  tendon  with  a 
needle,  the  animal  made  violent  exertions,  in  or¬ 
der  to  extricate  himfelf  from  his  confinement. 
The  fame  degree  of  feeling,  however,  did  not 
feem  to  occur  from  cutting  off  a  dice  entirely 
from  any  portion  of  the  tendon. 

In  experiment  ninth,  the  external  oblique 
mufcle  of  the  abdomen  in  a  dog  was  laid  bare  ; 
and,  on  the  application  of  oil  of  vitriol  to  the 

aponeurofis 
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aponeurofis  of  that  mufcle,  only  a  flight  degree 
of  uneafmefs  feemed  to  enfue  ;  but  the  animal 
appeared  evidently  to  fuffer  the  mod  violent  pain, 
either  from  prefling  thefe  two  parts  between  two 
(harp  bodies,  or  from  pun&uring  them  with  a 
lancet. 

In  the  twelfth  and  lad  experiment  of  this 
fedtion  which  we  mean  to  communicate,  there  is 
related  the  cafe  of  a  foldier,  whofe  hand  had 
been  fo  feverely  cut  as  to  induce  over  the  whole 
of  it  a  tedious  and  dangerous  fuppuration ;  and  on 
the  matter  being  evacuated,  fome  of  the  tendons 
of  the  fingers,  particularly  thefe  of  the  perforans 
and  perforatus  mufcles,  were  laid  entirely  bare. 
In  this  cafe,  we  are  told,  the  fenfibility  of  ten¬ 
dons  appeared  to  be  great  indeed  ;  for  although 
the  patient  was  of  a  robud  conflitution,  yet  if  by 
accident,  at  any  of  the  drefiings,  thefe  tendons 
happened  to  be  touched  by  the  probe,  even  in 
a  very  gentle  manner,  the  mod  violent  pain, 
to  fuch  a  degree  almod  as  to  induce  fainting, 
was  indantaneoufly  produced.  From  thefe,  and 
various  other  experiments  on  the  fame  fubjeft, 
no  doubt,  our  Author  thinks,  can  remain  of  ten¬ 
dons  being  poflefled  of  a  very  confiderable  de¬ 
gree  of  fenfibility. 

B  2 
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Sect.  II.  De  PerioJleo9  atque  Pericrania . 

Experiment  I.  A  middle  fized  dog 
being  properly  fecured,  the  teguments  of  the 
thorax  were  differed  off,  leaving  the  ribs  cover¬ 
ed  with  the  periofteum  only.  On  beginning  to 
feparate  the  periofteum  from  the  bone,  the  dog 
complained  fe  merely  ;  he  became  again  quiet  on 
debiting  from  the  operation  ;  but  a  very  violent 
degree  of  pain  feemed  always  to  be  induced , 
fo  foon  as  the  fcalpel  was  again  applied  to  the 
periofteum. 

Experiment  II.  The  fame  experi¬ 
ment  with  the  foregoing  was  put  in  practice  with 
a  horfe,  and  the  refult  Was  exactly  fimilar,  the 
horfe  always  exhibiting  certain  figns  of  his  fuffer- 
ing  feverely,  as  foon  as  any  attempt  was  made 
upon  the  periofteum. 

Experiment  III.  The  pericranium 
of  a  dog  being  denuded  of  the  common  tegu¬ 
ments,  the  animal  complained  flightly  on  any  at¬ 
tempt  being  made  to  irritate  that  membrane 
with  a  lancet ;  on  touching  it  with  lapis  infer- 
nalis,  a  more  fevere  degree  of  pain  feemed 
to  enfue ;  but  the  moft  violent  torture  was  in¬ 
duced  by  the  application  of  a  fingle  drop  of  oil 
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of  vitriol.  The  pericranium  being  rubbed  with 
a  fponge  immerfed  in  cold  water,  likewife  created 
a  great  degree  of  pain. 

Experiment  IV.  The  periofteum  in  the 
leg  of  a  dog  being  laid  perfectly  bare,  by  differ¬ 
ing  off  the  common  teguments,  mufcles,  and  ten¬ 
dons,  a  very  violent  degree  of  pain  was  found  to  be 
induced,  by  endeavouring  to  feparate  the  perio¬ 
fteum  from  the  bone.  This  was  likewife  the  cafe 
by  applying  butter  of  antimony  to  the  furface  of 
that  membrane. 

Experiments  V.  and  VI.  being  all 
that  were  made  upon  this  fubjeCt,  tended  evi¬ 
dently  to  fhew,  that  the  periofteum  is  poffef- 
fed  of  a  very  confiderable  degree  of  fenfibili- 
ty.  Independently  of  the  refult  of  thefe  experi¬ 
ments,  by  which  the  fenfibility  of  the  periofteum 
appears  to  be  confiderable,  the  idea,  our  Author 
obferves,  is  fufficiently  confirmed,  merely  by  the 
common  and  well  known  effeCt  which  inflamma¬ 
tion  always  produces  on  that  membrane;  no 
part  of  the  body  when  in  an  inflamed  ftate,  be¬ 
ing  productive  of  more  exquifite  pain  than  the 
periofteum. 

•  -  t 
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Sect.  III.  De  Dura  atque  Pia  Matre. 

Experiment  I.  The  fkin  and  other 
teguments  being  differed  from  the  fide  of  a 
dog’s  head,  the  trepan  was  applied,  fo  as  to  lay 
the  dura  mater  entirely  bare.  In  this  ftate  the 
membrane  was  gently  fretted  with  the  point  of 
a  fcalpel,  and  fome  degree  of  pain  was  thereby 
produced ;  but  a  more  evident  and  more  violent 
degree  of  it  fucceeded  to  the  application  of  the 
vitriolic  acid. 

Experiment  II.  The  fame  experiment 
with  the  preceding  was  repeated  upon  other  two 
dogs ;  and  in  both,  the  jnoft  violent  degree  of 
pain  appeared  to  be  produced  by  the  application 
of  the  vitriolic  acid  to  the  dura  mater. 

Experiment  III.  In  a  girl  ten  years  of 
age,  whofe  fkull  had  been  fo  much  fractured  as 
to  render  it  neceffary  to  take  away  different  por¬ 
tions  of  it,  by  which  a  very  confiderable  part  of 
the  dura  mater  was  laid  quite  bare,  the  mod;  vio¬ 
lent  degree  of  pain  was  produced  at  the  different 
dreffings,  when,  either  inadvertently  or  by  de- 
fign,  that  membrane  happened  to  be  preffed 
upon. 


With 
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With  refpefl  to  the  pia  mater ,  our  Author  does 
not  adduce  any  direft  experiments  in  proof  of 
its  fenfibility  ;  but  as  the  external  covering  of  the 
brain,  the  dura  mater,  is  evidently  polfefTed  of  a 
confiderable  degree  of  fenfibility,  and  as  the  pia 
mater  he  fuppofes  to  be  equally  well  furnilhed 
with  nerves,  he  therefore  thinks  it  extremely 
probable,  that  it  mull:  poffefs  no  fmall  fhare  of 
fenfibility. 

Sect.  IV.  De  Pleura  &  Periton^o* 

Experiment  I.  The  pleura  of  a  horfe 
being  laid  bare,  and  the  animal  being  again  fuf- 
ficiently  quiet  after  the  terror  occafioned  by 
the  dilfection  of  the  teguments  and  intercoftal 
mufcles,  fuch  a  degree  of  pain  was  produced, 
merely  by  touching  that  membrane  with  the 
point  of  a  finger,  that  the  horfe  jumped  as  if  he 
had  been  convulfed. 

Experiment  II.  On  repeating  the  fame 
experiment  upon  a  dog,  the  diftance  between  the 
ribs  was  too  inconfiderable  to  admit  of  the  inter- 
coflal  mufcles  being  properly  feparated  from  the 
pleura,  in  order,  therefore,  to  prevent  all  manner 
of  fallacy  from  any  mufcular  fibres  remaining  un- 

B  4  divided, 
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divided,  the  point  of  a  fcalpel  was  pufhed  into  the 
cavity  of  the  cheft,  and  afterwards  made  to  prefs 
back  and  rub  upon  the  internal  furface  of  the 
pleura  ;  and  even  in  this  manner  fuch  a  degree 
of  pain  was  produced,  as  made  it  almoft  irnpof- 
fible  for  four  people  to  retain  the  dog  in  his  place. 

Experiment  III.  The  fame  experiment 
being  repeated,  upon  other  two  dogs,  the  refult 
was  found  to  be  the  fame. 

Experiment  IV.  The  teguments  and 
mufcles  of  the  abdomen  in  a  dog  being  cut  open, 
by  an  incifion  along  the  courfe  of  the  linea  alba, 
the  peritonaeum  was  thus  laid  bare ;  and  as  foon 
as  the  animal  had  recovered  from  the  fright  he 
had  been  put  into,  the  peritonaeum  was  flightly 
touched  with  a  piece  of  timber  wet  with  oil  of 
vitriol.  He  inftantly  thereafter  began  to  breathe 
and  moan  fo  ftrongly,  that  a  rupture  was  pro¬ 
duced  in  the  peritonaeum,  at  which  all  the  inte- 
flines  were  immediately  protruded. 

Experiment  V.  The  fame  experiment 
with  the  preceding  being  repeated,  not  only  in  a 
dog,  but  in  other  animals,  was  uniformly  found 
to  be  attended  with  a  fimilar  refult. 

Our  Author  however  acknowledges,  that  thefe 
experiments  upon  the  peritonaeum  were  by  no 

means 
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means  fo  conclufive  as  thofe  upon  the  pleura  and 
other  parts,  before  related  ;  for  this  membrane 
being  fo  very  thin  and  delicate  as  to  burft  very 
foon  after  the  application  of  the  cauftic,  its  effects 
were  thereby  rendered  lefs  obvious  than  they  o- 
therwife  probably  might  have  been.  Upon  the 
whole,  however,  he  concludes,  that  the  tendons, 
periofteum,  pericranium,  dura  mater,  and  pleura, 
appear  evidently  to  poffefs  a  very  confiderable  de¬ 
gree  of  fenfibility. 

III. 

Qbfervations  on  the  different  Methods  of  ‘Treating 
the  Venereal  Difeafe.  By  William  Deafe,  Sur¬ 
geon  to  the  United  Hofpitals  of  St  Nicholas  and 
St  Catharine ,  Dublin.  8vo.  Dublin. 

AS  the  Work  now  before  us  is  divided  into 
.  different  fections,  we  fhall  here  give  a  ge¬ 
neral  account  of  their  contents,  and  fhall  after¬ 
wards  feleCt  from  each  of  them  fuch  parts  as  ap* 
pear  to  be  of  mod  importance. 

The  introduction  exhibits  a  view  of  the  opi¬ 
nions  of  the  moft  refpectable  authors  on  the  treat¬ 
ment  of  the  venereal  difeafe. 

Sect. 
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Sect.  I-  Contains  a  general  defcription  of  the 
venereal  difeafe,  and  its  propagation. 

Sect.  IL  Treats  of  a  clap,  and  the  method  of 
curing  it. 

Sect.  III.  Of  the  inflation  of  the  penis,  phy- 
mofis,  and  paraphymofis. 

Sect.  IV.  Of  the  fwelled  teflicle. 

Sect.  V.  Of  buboes. 

Sect.  VI.  Of  the  venereal  flrangury;  and 

Sect.  VIII.  Of  the  confirmed  pox. 

Mr  Deafe  having  in  the  firfl  fe&ion  given  a 
general  defcription  of  the  venereal  difeafe,  pro¬ 
ceeds  in  the  next  fe£tion  to  the  confideration  of 
the  clap  and' its  treatment.  It  has  been  advan¬ 
ced,  he  fays,  by  many  refpe&able  authors,  par¬ 
ticularly  by  Aftruc,  Van  Swieten,  and  Fordyce, 
that  in  cafes  of  clap  the  running  proceeds  from 
an  ulceration  either  in  the  cells  of  the  urethra, 
Cowper’s  glands,  pro  Rate  gland,  or  veficulse  femi- 
nales  ;  but  our  Author  is  of  a  very  different  opini¬ 
on,  for  on  differing  the  bodies  of  fuch  as  have  actu¬ 
ally  died  with  a  running  upon  them,  he  never  found 
that  any  of  thefe  parts  were  affe&ed  in  the  man¬ 
ner  which  thofe  authors  defcribe,  the  difeafe  ap¬ 
pearing  to  confifl:  folely  in  an  abrafion  of  the  na¬ 
tural  mucus  of  the  urethra,  produced  either  by 
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an  excoriation  or  inflammatory  infe&ion  of  the 
membrane  lining  the  paffage. 

The  principal  difference  in  claps,  he  thinks, 
depends  on  the  degree  of  inflammation  which 
occurs ;  and  he  afferts  from  experience,  that 
thofe  claps  which,  in  the  beginning,  are  attend¬ 
ed  with  a  fmart  degree  of  inflammation,  are 
commonly  more  eafily  cured  than  thofe  wherein 
the  inflammatory  fymptoms  are  more  trifling. 

In  the  firft  or  inflammatory  ftage  of  a  clap, 
the  treatment  here  recommended  refts  entirely 
on  a  plentiful  ufe  of  diluent  drinks,  which,  by 
increafing  the  quantity  of  urine,  anfwers  better, 
we  are  told,  than  any  inje&ion,  for  clearing  the 
urethra  of  the  matter  collected  in  it :  The  pa¬ 
tient,  at  the  fame  time,  is  defired  to  bathe  or 
foment  the  parts  affected  pretty  frequently  ; 
he  muff  alfo,  however,  take  care  to  keep  his 
belly  eafy  by  any  of  the  cooling  purgatives. 
General  blood-letting,  as  advifed  by  many  in  this 
ftage  of  the  difeafe,  has  never  by  our  .  Author 
been  found  neceffary  ;  and  he  exclaims  greatly 
againft  the  ufe  of  opiates,  having  uniformly 
found,  that  they  render  patients  much  worfe 
after  the  temporary  cafe  which  they  commonly 
procure  is  over. 
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Our  Author  is  by  no  means  a  favourer  of 
thofe  irritating  inje&ions,  which  of  late  have 
been  fo  commonly  recommended  in  this  difor* 
der ;  the  only  injection  he  advifes  is  a  mercurial 
folution,  wherein  crude  mercury  is  fufpended  in 
forne  watery  medium  by  means  of  gum  arabic. 
By  the  ufe  of  this  injection,  at  the  fame  time 
that  the  patient  is  put  upon  a  gentle  courfe  of  a 
mild  mercurial  pill,  the  diforder  wre  are  told  will 
in  general  be  very  much  lhortened  ;  and  we  need 
be  under  no  apprehenfions,  our  Author  remarks, 
of  thus  prematurely  fupprefling  the  running,  or  of 
laying  the  foundation  for  callofities  or  ftric- 
tures;  for  this  inje&ion,  he  fays,  poflefies  no 
aftringent  quality,  but  fpecifically  as  it  were  heals 
any  excoriation  with  which  the  membrane  of  the 
urethra  may  be  affe&ed. 

For  the  cure  of  a  gleet,  our  Author  recom¬ 
mends  fea-bathing,  chalybeate  waters,  tonic  re¬ 
medies  in  general,  with  abhinence  from  excef- 
five  venery,  at  the  fame  time  that  a  fuitable  re¬ 
gimen  is  attended  to  ;  but  when  it  fo  happens 
that  a  gleet  or  running  is  kept  up  by  an  ulcer 
in  the  urethra,  we  are  then  defired  to  have  re¬ 
coil  rfe  to  bougies. 

In 
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In  the  phymofis,  when  the  patient  is  young 
and  plethoric,  the  (kin  hot,  and  the  pulfe  quick* 

f  1 

blood-letting,  our  Author  thinks,  will  be  advi- 
fable ;  but  he  does  not  recommend  the  practice 
in  any  other  circumftances  of  the  diforder.  He 
refts  the  cure  chiefly  on  fomenting  the  parts  fre¬ 
quently  with  any  common  warm  fomentation, 
in  which  a  confiderable  quantity  of  Goulard’s 
extract  of  lead  has  been  mixed.  Where  the 
pain  is  fo  violent  as  to  prevent  reft,  a  paregoric 
is  advifed  at  night,  and  the  patient  is  directed  to 
have  three  or  four  (tools  daily.  All  local  mer¬ 
curial  preparations  are  defired  to  be  avoided,  for 
even  the  mercurial  ointment  rubbed  upon  the 
parts,  exafperates  amazingly  every  fymptom. 

In  order  to  prevent  any  matter  from  lodging 
between  the  prepuce  and  glans,  frequent  in- 
jedtions  are  recommended  of  lintfeed-tea,  and 
Goulard’s  extradt ;  and  by  attending  properly  to 
this  circumftance,  it  very  rarely  happens,  he  ob- 
ferves,  that  we  need  have  recourfe  to  the  opera¬ 
tion  of  laying  the  prepuce  open. 

In  the  paraphymofis,  the  fame  antiphlogiftic 
courfe  is  recommended  as  for  the  phymofis  ; 
the  operation  of  laying  the  ftridture  com¬ 
pletely  open,  very  feldom,  if  ever,  becomes 
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neceffary ;  but  two  fmali  incifions  being  made 
on  each  fide  of  the  fraenum  with  a  lancet,  in  fome 
cafes,  we  are  told,  will  do  fervice. 

In  the  treatment  of  a  fwelled  tedicle,  a  fpee- 
dy  refolution,  our  Author  remarks,  (hould  be 
our  chief  object ;  and  as  a  premature  fuppreffi- 
on  of  the  running  is  the  moll  general  caufe  of 
this  complaint,  nothing  therefore  fhould  be  ne¬ 
glected  that  can  in  any  degree  contribute  to  its 
return.  ; 

As  the  fudden  fuppreffion  of  a  running,  in  ca¬ 
fes  of  clap,  depends  mod  frequently  on  the  fymp- 
toms  of  inflammation  running  very  high,  the 
mod  effectual  remedies  for  inducing  a  return  of 
the  difcharge,  are  blood-letting,  gentle  laxatives, 
a  {lender  regimen,  red  of  body,  and  a  plentiful 
ufe  of  diluents. 

When  treating  of  buboes,  MrDeafe  obferves, 
that  from  whatever  caufe  they  proceed,  whether 
from  an  abforption  of  matter  in  cafes  of  chancres 
or  from  a  premature  fuppreffion  of  a  venereal 
running,  in  every  event,  if  they  can  be  brought 
to  a  laudable  fuppuration,  it  will  much  facilitate 
the  eafy  expulfion  of  the  virus,  and  abridge  the 
cure. 
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In  fuch  cafes,  again,  where  buboes  do  not  come 
kindly  forward  to  fuppuration,  and  where  the 
glands  remain  hard  and  indolent,  it  contributes 
much,  he  fays,  to  their  difcuffion,  that  mercury  be 
made  to  pafs  immediately  through  them,  which 
he  advifes  to  be  done  by  rubbing  the  thigh  and 
leg  of  the  affeded  fide  with  mercurial  ointment. 

Our  Author  now  proceeds  to  the  confideration 
of  the  venereal  ftrangury,  a  fymptom  more  to 
be  dreaded,  as  being  attended  with  more  pain 
and  danger  than  almoft  any  other  that  occurs  in 
this  diforder. 

The  feveral  caufes  of  this  complaint  may  be 
reduced,  Mr  Deafe  obferves,  to  the  following : 
Carnofities  or  caruncles  \  conftridions  in  differ¬ 
ent  parts  of  the  urethra,  from  the  callous  cica¬ 
trices  of  former  ulcers  ;  enlargement  of  the  ure¬ 
thral  glands  that  ferve  to  feparate  the  mucus,  ge¬ 
nerally  attended  with  a  varicofe  hate  of  the  vef- 
fels ;  callous  or  fungous  ulcers  feated  about  the 
excretory  duds  of  the  probate  gland,  veficulae 
feminales,  and  urethral  glands ;  an  enlargement 
of  the  verumontanum  ;  and  laftly^  an  enlarge¬ 
ment  of  the  proltate  gland  itfelf. 

After  various  remarks  on  thefe  different  cau¬ 
fes  of  the  difeafe,  he  proceeds  to  obferve,  that, 

for 
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for  the  cure  of  all  of  them,  practitioners  unani- 
moufly  have  recourfe  to  the  bougie,  a  variety  of 
forms  for  which  may  be  found  in  mod  authors 
who  have  treated  on  this  fubjeCt.  But  all  of  them, 

m 

our  Author  obferves,  are  liable  to  one  capital 
objection,  which  is,  that  unlefs  where  the  ob- 
flacles  in  the  urethra  are  fuch  as  oppofe  but  a 
flight  refinance,  as  the  bougies  do  not  poffefs  a 
fufficient  degree  of  eladic  firmnefs  to  prevent 
their  lofing  their  form,  if  we  attempt  to  intro¬ 
duce  them  beyond  any  confiderable  obflacle,  they 
bend.  Or  if  they  be  infmuated  by  force  any  way 
through  the  driCture,  it  is  in  a  tortuous  manner, 
fo  that  upon  extraction  the  end  appears  broken 
and  twilled  like  a  cork-fcrew.  This,  he  fays,  is 
of  great  difad  vantage,  as  it  excites  much  unne- 
ceffary  pain  without  anfwering  our  intention. 

To  obviate  the  confequence  of  thefe  defers, 
Mr  Deafe  has  for  many  years  pad  formed  his 
bougies  on  cat-gut  of  a  proportionable  thicknefs. 
This,  he  fays,  procures  us  all  the  advantages  de¬ 
rived  from  their  poffefling  a  proper  degree  of 
firmnefs  and  flexibility,  without  any  danger  ei¬ 
ther  of  their  breaking  or  becoming  twided  5 
and  their  introduction  is  at  the  fame  time  at¬ 
tended 
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tended  with  lefs  pain  than  that  of  the  common 
bougies. 

With  refpeCt  to  the  compofition  of  the  bou¬ 
gie  plaifter,  it  ought  to  be  adapted  to  our  inten¬ 
tion  of  procuring  a  fuppuration,  or  of  healing 
the  parts  affeCted.  Bougies,  therefore,  may  be 
diftinguilhed  into  fuppurative  and  epulotic,  and 
the  following  forms  are  recommended  by  our 
Author. 

-  '  V  ;  i 

For  the  fuppurative  ;  Two  ounces  of  old  dia¬ 
chylon,  one  ounce  of  mercurial  plaifter,  and  half 
an  ounce  of  crude  antimony  finely  levigated. 

For  the  epulotic ;  Melted  wax,  a  pound ; 
Goulard’s  extract  of  lead,  two  ounces  ;  or. 

Half  a  pound  of  yellow  wax ;  olive  oil,  one 
pound  ;  red  lead,  finely  levigated,  ten  ounces ; 
melt  over  a  flow  fire,  and  boil  them  to  a  proper 
confiftence. 

At  the  fame  time  that  the  patient  is  put  upon 
a  continued  and  prudent  ufe  of  thefe  bougies, 
Mr  Deafe  recommends  it  as  the  fafeft  practice, 
almoft  in  every  cafe,  to  advife  a  courfe  of  mer¬ 
cury,  fo  as  to  fecure,  with  as  much  certainty  as 
poflible,  a  total  extinction  of  the  venereal  virus. 

In  the  treatment  of  a  confirmed  pox,  we  are 
defired  by  all  means  to  introduce  the  mercury 
Vol.  VIII.  C  intended 
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intended  to  be  ufed,  in  the  moft  gradual  man¬ 
ner  ;  and  not  to  endeavour  at  once  to  throw  a 
great  quantity  of  the  medicine  into  the  fydem. 
Such  a  quantity,  however,  ought  at  lead  to  be 
introduced  as  to  keep  up  a  moderate  fpitting,  to 
the  extent  of  two  or  three  pints,  or  fo,  in  the 
24  hours  ;  for  as  mercury,  when  left  to  its  own 
natural  courfe,  always  tends  to  the  mouth,  and 
as  it  mud,  if  once  introduced  to  the  circulation, 
find  its  way  out  either  by  the  (kin,  bowels,  fali- 
vary  glands,  or  kidneys,  our  Author  thinks,  that 
it  is  a  more  eligible  method,  and  he  afferts  it 
from  experience  to  be  fo,  to  allow  the  medicine 
to  produce  and  keep  up  a  moderate  falivation, 
than  to  endeavour  to  divert  its  operations,  as  is 
commonly  done,  to  fome  other  emunctory. 

In  ordinary  cafes  of  lues,  he  recommends  fric¬ 
tion  with  mercurial  ointment,  as  the  bed  and 
fated  method  of  introducing  mercury  to  the  fy- 
ftem  ;  but  in  pocky  cutaneous  eruptions  ;  in 
cafes  of  warts  on  the  glans ;  exodofis  ;  and  en¬ 
largements  of  the  bones,  the  folution  of  corro- 
five  fublimate,  he  fays,  is  preferable ;  and  not- 
withdanding  all  that  has  been  faid  againd  it  by 
Mr  Pibrac,  and  various  other  authors,  Mr  Deafe, 
from  his  own  experience,  recommends  it  not 

onlv 


/ 


COMMENTARIES.  35 

I 

only  as  an  efficacious,  but  a  very  fafe  and  eafy 
remedy. 

Several  cafes  are  inferted  at  the  end  of  this 
Treatife,  all  tending  to  eftabliffi  the  various 
points  of  pra&ice,  in  which  our  Author,  in  dif¬ 
ferent  parts  of  his  Work,  has  ventured  to  diffent 
from  thofe  who  have  gone  before  him. 

,  ■  *  "  * 

IV. 

Henr.  Fridr.  Delii,  Prof.  Erlang.  &c.  Dlffertatio 
de  Taraxaco ,  prafertim  Aqua  ejufdem  per  Fer- 
mentationemparata ,  eximio  ufu .  8vo.  Erlangs. 

VArious  fynonimes  have  been  applied  to 
the  plant  here  taken  into  confideration, 
viz.  taraxacum,  leontodon,  dens  leonis,  hiera- 
cium  parvum,  <&c.  and  in  Britain  it  is  known  by 
the  name  of  dandelion. 

Dandelion  is  one  of  the  moft  common  pro¬ 
ductions  in  this,  as  well  as  in  every  other  coun¬ 
try  in  Europe,  and  is  accordingly  well  known  to 
every  botanift ;  but,  as  there  are  feveral  varie¬ 
ties  of  the  plant,  and  as  the  Author  has  given 
a  very  particular  defcription  of  that  fpecies  of 
it  ufed  in  his  experiments,  we  therefore  think 
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it  right,  in  order  to  prevent  ambiguity,  to  copy 
over  this  part  of  the  Work. 

“  Radix  fufca,  ut  plurimum  perpendicularis, 
“  conoidea,  digitum  plus  minusve  craffa,  pro 
cc  setate  plantas  brevior,  longior,  in  adultis  do- 
cc  drantalis  et  ultra,  fucco  la£teo  amaro  turgida, 
“  qui  fuccus  recens  fauciata  radice,  libero  aeri 
cc  expofitus,  rubet.  Per  medium  folidus  tranfit 
cc  fic  di£tus  nervus,  fuperne,  neque  minus  in 
<c  longitudine  fua  media,  haud  raro  ter,  quater, 

“  quinquies  dividitur  et  fubdividitur  radix,  ita 

♦ 

tc  ut  quisque  truncus  fua  folia  protrudat. 

ce  Folia  oblonga,  humi  procumbentia,  in  adul- 
“  tis  obfcurius  viridia,  immo  in  annofioribus 
“  magna  ex  parte  rubefcentia  ;  in  principio  e 
<c  radice  furgentia,  inferius  quafi  amplexicaulia. 
<c  Lata  magis  cofta,  intus  cava  eft,  margo  folia- 
“  ceus.  Superior  et  inferior  fuperficies  folii 
cc  compluribus  minoribus,  et  facile  cedentibus, 
<c  aculeis,  prsedita.  Leviter  lanuginofa  porro 
<c  funt  folia,  ad  utramque  coftse  marginem  ufque 

,  r  •  '  *  •  t 

“  alte  incifa.  Quselibet  fic  multoties  diffe&i 
<c  folii  particula  iterum  faepiufcule  ab  utroque  la- 
€<  tere  incifa  pennatimque  fere  divifa  eft,  et  laci- 
“  niata,  in  fagittas  modum  definens.  Folium 
cc  itidem  fucco  ladeo  amaro  turget. 
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«  Caulis,  vel  ft  mavis,  fcapus  aut  pedunculus 
“  cingitur  in  principio  radicalibus  foliis,  furget 
cc  inter  ea  e  radice  primum  tenui  mollugine  fti- 
cc  patus,  plerumque  unicus,  non  nodofns,  non 
cc  ramofus  fi  exceperis  quod  inter dum  duo  vel 
“  tres  flores  infideant  cauli,  hinc  fiat  is  fuperne 
u  bifidus,  trifidus.  Videmus  etiam  binos  cau- 
“  les  ad  latera  concretos,  et  fie  parallelatim  fur- 
cc  gentes,  quibus  plants  fafciats,  quas  Cl.  Boeh- 
“  merus  peculiari  programmate  nuper  defcripfit, 
cc  augeri  poflent.  Cavus  et  fiflulofus  fcapus,  et 
<c  tenuis,  et  cylindraceus  eft,  externe  glaber, 
6(  longus ;  vidimus  in  pratis  ulnarem,  et  ultra. 
u  Si  fmditur  fecundum  longitudinem,  fponte 
<c  partes,  elaftrorum  more,  convolvuntur,  vel  in 
u  fpiras  abeunt.  Succum,  ut  radices  et  folia 
“  ladleum  amarum  continent.  An  fcapi  folio- 
cc  ruinque  in  nervo  ejufque  ramis  rubedo,  reli- 
cc  quis  omnibus  partibus  iifdem,  peculiarem  va- 
cc  rietatem  efficit  ?  vix  videtur. 

<c  Calix  duplex  eft.  Inferior  et  exterior  fere 
cc  foliaceus,  brevior,  tenuior,  duodecim,  ad  vi- 
cc  ginti  quinque  ufque,  laciniis  conftans,  verfus 
<c  inferiora  pedunculi  reflexus.  Superior  et  in- 
<c  terior  tredecim  vel  quatuordecim,  in  majori- 
“  bus  ad  viginti  quatuor  ufque,  feriebus  feu  la- 
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u  cini  oblongis  imbricatis,  conftat,  primum  irn 
66  vicem  concretis,  ex  antequam  effloruerit  flos 
u  ipfe  fuperne,  in  centro  coeuntibus,  dein  de- 
“  hifcentibus  ex  explicato  flore,  reflexis  ;  ubi 
“  defloruerit,  iterum  artfte  pappum  ambeunt, 
“  donee  evoluto  pappo  et  maturis  feminibus 
“  iterum  verfus  inferiora  refle&antur.  Proxime 
<c  inferius  thalamum  includunt.  Lacinias  hafee 
cc  calicis  internas  et  fuperiores  minus  arte  fqua- 
“  mas  appellaveris,  cum  fquamatum  in  plantis 
6S  ea  communiter  fit  indoles,  ut  altera  fquama 
“  alteram  ex  parte  tegat,  e.  g,  in  hieraciis  qui- 
cc  bufdam,  cyanis ,  quod  fecus  fe  habet  in  noftra 
u  pi  ant  a. 

“  Flos  femiflofculofus  eft,  plurimis  fcilicet  fe- 
cc  miflofculis  fiavis,  androgynis,  denfe  in  orbem 
i{  pofitis,  conftat.  Quilibet  femijl of  cuius  f.  pe- 
fic  talum  monftrat  lingulam  aliquam  fuperne  trun- 
“  catam,  ter  quaterve  leviter  incifam,  margine 
“  leviter  rubello  donatam.  LiguJa  haec  ambit 
64  in  inferiori  et  fiftulofa  fua  parte. 

“  Stamen  quod  feparatum,  unicurn  videtur,  et 
“  adhuc  proprio  involucro,  fecundum  longitudi- 
fic  nem  Jlriato ,  feu  vagina  inclufum,  fuperne  ca- 
££  pillamentum  bicorne,  et  polline  flavo  prolifico 
u  confperfum. 

<c  Circum 
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“  Circum  Jiigma  capitatum  pappus  adhuc  te- 
“  ner  pofitus  eft* 

“  Stilus  brevis  cum  germine  recente,piftillicom- 

<c  plementum  conftituente,  continuus. 

\  / 

“  Semina ,  quibus,  olim  embryonibus,  ftamina 
“  infidebant,  per  maturitatem  brunnea  complu- 
“  ra,  oblonga,  fcabra,  e  quatuor  cofiis  cardina- 
libus  compoftta,  inter  quas  fpatium  iterum  du- 
“  obus  vel  tribus  lineolis  diftindum  eft,  ut  ful- 
“  cos  referat.  Coftae  hae  et  lineae,  per  microfco- 
“  pium  vifae,  et  fuperiore  parte  fub  pappo  v'clut 
“  unguiculi  incifae  et  echinatae  apparent,  lnce- 
“  dunt  femina 

cc  Placenta ,  feu  thalamo  nudo  pundato.  Su- 
Ci  perne  femine  unicuique  adfidet. 

cc  Pappus  in  longiorem  ftipitem  exporredus, 
“  qui  ftipes  nihil  aliud  quam  ipfe  ftylus  eft,  elon- 
<c  gatus  ab  ipfo  femine,  pappum  ipfum  in  apice 
“  ferens,  in  plura  filamenta  fteilatim  vel  umbel- 
<c  latim  difpofitum. 

ce  Semina  haec  pappofa  natura  vento  late  ubi- 
<c  que  fparguntur.  Terras  autem  commiflu,  poft 
odo  circiter  dies  protrudunt  duo  folia  femina- 
lia  ovata,  feu 

u  Cotyledones,  prout  vocantur.  Tertium  et 
“  quartum  foliolum,  jam  in  margine  non  am- 

C  4  c‘  plius 
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u  plius  integrum,  fed  quinque  vel  feptem  acu- 
i(  minibus  gaudet.  Quintum  et  fextum  incifum 
u  pluries  eft,  et  jam  lancinatum  folia  fubfequentia 
cc  profundius,  jam  et  latius  incifa  funt,  donee  re- 
“  Hqua  per  aetatem  earn  formam  adquirant  quam 
ec  fupra  deferipfimus.  Altero  demumanno  plan- 
u  tula  ad  perfe&ionem  tendit,  floret,  ex  quo  turn 
<c  tempore  perennis  evadit.” 

To  t;his  accurate  defeription  of  taraxacum 
various  experiments  are  added,  which  were  in- 
ftituted  with  a  view  of  difeovering  the  moft  effec¬ 
tual  mode  of  obtaining  the  medicinal  virtues  of 
the  plant ;  and  upon  the  whole,  our  Author  con¬ 
cludes,  that  the  beft  method  of  exhibiting  it  as  a 
remedy,  is  in  the  form  of  a  vinous  diftilled  water 
obtained  in  the  following  manner. 

To  four  pounds  weight  of  the  recent  herb, 
properly  bruifed,  an  equal  quantity  of  beft  Franc- 
fort  wine  was  added  ;  and  a  fermentation  being 
induced,  about  a  pound  weight  was  obtained  by 
diftillation,  of  a  vinous,  fpirituous,  grateful,  fra¬ 
grant  water,  of  fomewhat  a  milky  tinge. 

The  procefs  being  farther  continued,  a  conft- 
derable  quantity  came  over,  of  a  weak,  limpid 
Jragrant  water  ;  but  this  part  of  the  produce  was 
not  fuppofed  to  contain  fo  much  of  the  medici¬ 
nal 
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nal  virtues  of  the  plant  as  the  vinous  fpirituous 
water. 

This  remedy  is  here  highly  extolled  by  our 
Author,  in  every  diforder  where  faponaceous, 
attenuating,  or  refolvent  medicines  can  be  of 
ufe,  particularly  in  aflhmatic  diforders,  in  coughs 
proceeding  from  obftru&ions  of  the  glands  ;  and 
its  powers  in  all  hydropic  affections,  we  are  told, 
are  very  remarkable. 

In  fupport  of  this  affertion,  the  cafe  of  a  young 
lady  is  particularly  related,  who,  for  a  confidera- 
ble  time,  had  laboured  under  an  afcites ;  which, 
at  the  fame  time,  was  attended  with  an  anafarcous 
fvvelling  over  the  whole  body.  All  the  ufual  re¬ 
medies  having  been  tried  without  any  advantage, 
and  the  difeafe  daily  continuing  to  advance,  no 
hopes  of  a  recovery  were  left ;  but  the  remedy 
now  under  confideration  being  at  laft  had  re- 
courfe  to,  great  quantities  of  urine  were  thereby 
evacuated,  the  fvvelling  fubfided,  and  a  total  re¬ 
covery  was  at  laft  effected.  It  was  given  to  the 
extent  of  four,  fix,  and  fometimes  eight  ounces 
in  the  24  hours. 

Our  Author  does  not  pretend,  that  the  diure¬ 
tic  powers  of  taraxacum  is  a  new  difcovery  ;  for 
fo  remarkable  are  its  effects  in  promoting  urine, 

that 
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that  in  fome  diftridts,  he  obferves,  it  is  known 
by  the  appellation  of  leffiiminga  or  pijfe  en  lit . 

V. 

Obfervations  on  the  cure  of  the  Gonorrhoea.  By 
Samuel  Foart  Simmons,  M.  D.  F.  R.  S.  &c. 
London. 

^  S  Dr  Simmons  here  confines  himfelf  to  the 
JL  \  confideration  of  the  gonorrhoea,  fuch  fymp- 
toms  only  are  taken  notice  of  as  are  fuppofed  to 
be  mere  local  affections,  and  unconnedted  with 
any  general  infection  of  the  fyftem. 

It  has  of  late  been  afferted,  that  gonorrhoea 
and  lues  venerea  are  different  affedtions,  origina¬ 
ting  from  two  diftindt  fpecies  of  virus.  Our  Au¬ 
thor,  however,  is  of  a  very  different  opinion,  and 
it  would  be  happy  for  mankind,  he  obferves,  if 
the  idea  was  well  founded  ;  but  unfortunately, 
every  day’s  experience,  in  his  opinion,  fhews  it  to 
be  erroneous  *,  for  it  has  been  proved,  he  alleges, 
that  the  matter  of  a  chancre  introduced  into  the 
urethra  will  generate  a  gonorrhoea  ;  and  that 
the  difcharge  of  a  gonorrhoea  will  produce  a 
chancre,  bubo,  and  lues. 
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Two  cafes  are  here  related,  in  which  poxes 
feemed  evidently  to  be  induced  by  the  difcharge 
in  gonorrhoea  being  fuppreffed  by  the  ufe  of  a- 
ftringent  injections  ;  and  from  which  our  Author 
thinks  we  may  fafely  infer,  that  the  matter  of  a 
gonorrhoea,  abforbed  and  carried  into  the  fyflem, 
may  generate  all  the  fymptoms  of  a  confirmed 
lues :  That  it  may  produce  this  effeCt,  however,  he 
thinks  it  may  perhaps  be  neceffary,  though  it  is 
by  no  means  certain,  that  it  fhould  be  taken  up 
from  an  ulcerated  furface. 

Our  Author,  after  giving  a  very  accurate  de¬ 
fer!  pt  10 11  of  the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe,  and  of  its 
ufual  fymptoms,  proceeds  to  treat  of  the  cure* 

There  are  practitioners,  he  remarks,  who, 
fuppofing  that  the  body  poffdfes  powers  to  expel 
the  virus,  and  that  the  difeafe  has  a  certain  pe¬ 
riod  to  run,  are  for  leaving  the  cure  to  nature ; 
or  at  lead,  content  themfelves  with  affifting  her 
by  an  antiphlogiftic  regimen,  gentle  evacuations, 
and  the  like. 

That  in  many  cafes  the  diforder  admits  of  a 

t 

natural  cure,  there  can  be  no  doubt ;  the  in- 
creafed  fecretion  of  the  mucus  carrying  off  the 
virus  fafler  than  it  is  formed,  till  at  length  the 
infedion  is  wholly  removed.  But  it  is  equally 

certain, 
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certain,  Dr  Simmons  obferves,  that  in  every  cafe, 
by  the  application  of  fuitable  remedies  to  the  in¬ 
flamed  parts,  we  may  ftiorten  the  duration  of  the 
complaint,  and  abridge  the  fufferings  of  the  pa¬ 
tient,  kwith  the  fame  certainty  and  fafety  as  we 
are  enabled  to  remove  the  effe&s  of  an  ophthal¬ 
mia,  or  any  other  local  inflammation,  by  proper 
topical  applications  :  He  at  the  fame  time  allows, 
however,  that  occafional  blood-letting,  a  cooling 
diet,  the  liberal  ufe  of  diluting  liquors,  and  mild 
purges,  are  frequently  ufeful,  and  even  neceflary. 

The  topical  remedies  here  recommended,  con- 
fid  of  different  forts  of  inje&ions,  the  ingredients 
of  which  are  extremely  various  ;  but  their  modes 
of  operation,  Dr  Simmons  remarks,  may  be  re¬ 
ferred  to  their  mucilaginous  and  fedative,  or  to 
their  detergent,  ftimulating,  and  aftringent  qua¬ 
lities.  In  the  hands  of  fkilful  practitioners  great 
advantages,  he  thinks,  may  be  derived  from  the 
ufe  of  thefe  remedies  ;  but,  on  the  other  hand, 
an  improper  and  unfeafonable  application  of  them 
may  prove  a  fource  of  irreparable  mifchief  to  the 
patient. 

Such  injections  only  as  will  tend  to  lubricate 
the  furface  of  the  urethra,  and  to  counteract  and 
deftroy  the  fthnulus  of  the  virus,  ought  to  be 
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ufed  in  the  firft  ftages  of  the  difeafe  ;  and  by  de¬ 
grees,  as  the  inflammation  abates,  we  are  defired 
to  add  fome  mild  aftringent  preparation  to  a  mu¬ 
cilaginous  and  fedative  injedion,  taking  care  that 
its  aftringency  be  fuited  to  the  ftate  of  the  dif¬ 
eafe,  and  to  the  irritability  of  the  patient. 

Of  the  various  forms  of  aftringent  injedions 
made  ufe  of  by  practitioners,  our  Author  gives 
the  preference  to  mercurials ;  for  they  are  all, 
he  obferves,  poflefled  of  more  or  lefs  aftringency, 
and  it  is  to  this  property  we  are  to  afcribe  their 
effeCts  ;  the  idea  of  their  correcting  the  venereal 
virus  having  been  originally  introduced  upon 
miftaken  principles.  Calomel  mixed  with  the 
mucus  of  a  gonorrhoea,  has  no  more  power,  he 
thinks,  in  deftroying  the  infedious  properties  of 
that  mucus  than  cerufe,  or  any  other  aftringent 
preparation ;  and  a  diluted  folution  of  fublimate 
injeded  into  the  urethra,  will,  like  a  folution  of 
verdigrife  or  blue  vitriol,  conftringe  the  mouths 
of  the  lacunae ;  but  this  is  all  that  it  will  do,  for 
it  will  never  leflen  the  infedious  nature  of  the 
virus. 

As  gonorrhoea  is  very  often  a  local  affedion, 
it  may  be  imagined,  our  Author  remarks,  that 
the  internal  ufe  of  mercury  is  unneceflary  to¬ 
wards 
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wards  a  cure.  When  the  infedion  has  been 
flight,  and  the  inflammation  and  other  fymptoms 
trifling,  he  has  indeed  ventured  to  proceed  with- 

i  » 

out  the  ufe  of  mercury,  particularly  in  weak,  re¬ 
laxed,  irritable  habits  ;  but,  whenever  the  dis¬ 
charge  is  violent,  the  inflammation  confiderable, 
‘  or  the  feat  of  the  difeafe  high  up  in  the  urethra, 
a  courfe  of  mercurials,  he  thinks,  is  always  ad- 
vifabie. 

When  treating  of  the  hernia  humoralis,  or 
fwelled  teflicle,  this  fymptom,  our  Author  re¬ 
marks,  has  been  ufually  fuppofed  to  be  occasion¬ 
ed  by  a  translation  of  the  morbific  matter  to  the 
teflicle,  from  the  too  hidden  Stoppage  of  the  dis¬ 
charge  of  a  gonorrhoea.  Dr  Simmons  however, 
we  find,  has  adopted  a  different  idea,  and  which 
Dr  Monro,  in  his  public  ledures  here,  has  for 
many  years  pail  endeavoured  to  inculcate  ;  viz . 
that  in  all  fuch  inflances,  the  Swelling  of  the 
teflicle  is  merely  the  effed  of  irritation,  and  of 
increafed  inflammation.  There  are  no  paffages,  he 
remarks,  by  which  the  morbific  matter  could  pafs 
from  the  urethra  to  the  teflicle  ;  if  it  were  taken 
up  by  the  abforbents,  inftead  of  pafling  to  the 
teflis,  it  would  be  carried  to  the  groin,  and  there 
produce  buboes  >  and  if  the  Swelling  was  occa¬ 
sioned 
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fioned  by  the  matter’s  being  conveyed  into  the 
fyftem,  and  thus  affecting  the  tefticle,  this  gland, 
as  being  the  iecreting  organ,  would  be  the  firft 
difeafed  ;  whereas  we  conftantly  find,  that  the 
fwelling  firft  begins  at  the  vas  deferens,  and  pro¬ 
ceeds  backwards  through  the  epididymis  to  the 
tefticle  ;  and  in  many  cafes,  the  inflammation  is 
entirely  confined  to  the  vas  deferens  and  epidi¬ 
dymis,  the  tefticle  itfelf  not  being  in  the  leaft  af- 
-fefled. 

Blood-letting,  fufpending  the  tefticle  in  a  pro¬ 
per  trufs,  and  a  horizontal  pofture,  are  recom¬ 
mended  as  the  moft  effe&ual  remedies.  As  the 
difeafe  is  fuppofed  to  be  purely  inflammatory, 
and  altogether  independent  of  the  venereal  virus, 
we  are  defired  to  avoid  mercurials  :  And  for  the 
fame  reafon  draftic  purges,  and  ftrong  emetics,  al- 
tho’  recommended  by  fome  writers,  are  condemn¬ 
ed  by  our  Author ;  and  cold  applications,  fuch 
as  cloths  dipped  in  vinegar,  are  recommended 
in  preference  to  warm  poultices  and  fomenta¬ 
tions. 

The  chordee ,  or  painful  involuntary  erection 
of  the  penis,  occafioned  by  the  ftimulus  of  the 
venereal  virus  on  the  inflamed  membrane  of  the 
urethra,  may  in  general  be  quieted  by  the  inter¬ 
nal 
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nal  life  of  opiates,  and  by  fedative  injedions ; 
and  leeches  applied  near  to  the  feat  of  the  in¬ 
flammation  are  likewife  recommended :  But 
there  is  a  fpecies  of  this  fpafmodic  eredion,  our 
Author  obferves,  which  goes  off  and  returns  at 
times  for  the  fpace  of  feveral  months,  even  after 
the  inflammation  has  entirely  fubfided,and  which 
yields  more  readily  to  a  liberal  ufe  of  Peruvian 
bark,  than  to  any  other  remedy. 

A  bubo ,  our  Author  remarks,  is  now  and  then 
merely  the  effect  of  irritation  ;  but  in  general,  it 
is  occafioned  by  an  abforption  of  the  venereal 
virus  from  the  furface  of  the  urethra,  or  from  a 
chancre. 

In  the  treatment  of  buboes,  Dr  Simmons  re¬ 
commends  the  difperfion  of  the  tumour  in  prefe¬ 
rence  to  fuppuration ;  not  only  upon  the  prin¬ 
ciple  of  faving  a  great  deal  of  unneceflary  pain 
to  the  patient,  but  from  the  rifk  of  throwing  in- 
fedion  into  the  fyftem  being  thereby  leflened ; 
lor  the  large  ulcerated  furface,  which  always  re¬ 
mains  after  the  opening  of  a  bubo,  expofes  the 
patient  more  to  the  eflfeds  of  abforption,  than 
can  poflibly  happen  from  any  fmall  quantity  of 
matter,  originally  detained  in  an  inflamed  gland, 
being  carried  into  the  fyftem. 
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In  order  to  difperfe  venereal  buboes,  we  are 

commonly  advifed  to  rub  mercurial  undtion  on 
the  lkin  at  the  infides  of  the  thighs,  that  the 
mercury,  by  pafling  through  the  difeafed  glands, 
may  deftroy  the  virus  ;  but  this  notion,  our  Au¬ 
thor  remarks,  is  founded  on  an  erroneous  prin¬ 
ciple,  for  the  mercury  applied  in  this  manner  adts 
merely  by  its  ftimulus,  and  by  thus  increafing 
the  inflammation,  tends  of  courfe  rather  to  ha- 
ften  than  retard  the  fuppuration.  Cold  applica¬ 
tions  to  the  parts  affedted  are  here  recommended 
in  preference  to  every  other ;  and  buboes  are 
faid  to  have  been  frequently  difperfed,  even  after 
matter  was  formed,  by  the  ufe  of  emetics. 

In  opening  fuch  buboes  as  have  come  to  fup¬ 
puration  \  when  they  appear  to  have  arifen  from 
Ample  irritation,  a  flight  opening  with  a  lancet, 
in  a  depending  part  of  the  tumour,  will  ufually 
be  fuflicient ;  but  when  the  fuppuration  has  been 
tedious,  and  taken  its  origin  from  a  chancre,  we 
are  diredted  to  lay  it  open  by  cauflic.  But  even 
in  the  cafe  of  a  bubo  from  a  chancre,  when  the 
patient  is  of  a  good  habit  of  body,  and  the  tu¬ 
mour  has  maturated  quickly,  it  heals  fooner,  we 
are  told,  when  fuffered  to  break  of  itfelf,  than  it 
Vol.VIII.  D  ufually 
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ufually  does  when  opened,  either  by  cauftic  or 
the  knife. 

In  phymofis  and  paraphymofis,  the  ufe  of 
Goulard’s  vegeto-mineral  water  is  recommended 
in  a  particular  manner  ;  in  general,  warm  appli¬ 
cations  are  condemned,  and  w7e  are  deiired  to 
make  ufe  of  no  external  remedy  whatever,  but 
in  a  cold  ftate. 

When  treating  of  chancres ,  our  Author  re¬ 
marks,  that  in  the  greater  number  of  cafes,  they 
are  to  be  confidered  as  local  affections  only ;  not 
occafioned  by  the  venereal  virus  being  firft  ab- 
forbed  and  carried  into  the  habit,  and  then  thrown 
out  again,  but  merely  by  the  inflammation  and 
ulceration  arifmg  from  particles  of  matter  applied 
to  the  membranous  furface  of  the  glans  and  pre¬ 
puce. 

Objections  have  been  made,  our  Author  ob- 
ferves,  to  the  cure  of  a  chancre  by  topical  appli¬ 
cations,  on  a  fuppofition,  that  if  the  ulcer  is  heal¬ 
ed  by  fuch  means,  the  virus  will  be  carried  into 
the  habit,  and  the  patient  be  in  danger  of  a  con- 
ftkutional  lues.  This  he  believes  has  fometimes 
happened,  but  it  has  been  only  in  cafes  of  large 
fpreading  chancres,  and  where  the  means  of  pre¬ 
venting  infection  had  been  negleCted,. 
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Upon  the  whole.  Dr  Simmons  concludes,  that 
as  a  chancre  is  originally  a  local  affeCtion,  the 
fooner  we  deftroy  the  virus  in  the  part,  the  more 
effectually  we  prevent  internal  infection  ;  and  an 
effectual  method  of  doing  this  is  recommended, 
which  has  long  been  inculcated  here  by  Dr  Mon¬ 
ro,  viz.  the  application  of  lunar  cauftic  to  the 
chancre,  fo  as  not  only  to  make  the  fore 
throw  off  Houghs,  but  to  deftroy  the  very  virus 
which  gave  rife  to  the  difeafe.  And,  in  fupport 
of  an  opinion  long  ago  publifhed  by  Mr  Bell,  as 
well  as  by  fome  others,  he  proceeds  to  obferve, 
that  if,  inftead  of  thus  deftroying  the  virus  in  the 
part  as  early  as  poftible,  we  luffer  the  chancre  to 
continue  to  difcharge  for  feveral  weeks,  we  are 
certainly  expofmg  the  patient  to  the  danger  of 
infection  during  all  that  time. 

On  the  fubjeCt  of  objlrudions  in  the  urethra , 
caruncles,  or  fmall  fungous  excrefcences  in  the 
paffage,  are  commonly  imagined,  we  are  told,  to 
be  the  caufe  of  fuch  diforders.  But  our  Author 
is  of  a  different  opinion  ;  and  fuppofcs,  that  ftric- 
tures  or  contractions  in  different  parts  of  the 
canal,  are  moft  frequently  to  be  confidered  as 
the  origin  of  fuch  ailments  ;„and  a  proper  ufe  of 
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bougies  is  recommended  as  the  mod:  effe&uai 
mode  of  treatment. 

The  diflertation  is  concluded  with  an  inqui¬ 
ry  into  the  nature  and  cure  of  a  gleet.  When 
the  venereal  taint  is  effe&ually  eradicated,  aftrin- 
gent  injections  are  recommended  ;  together  with 
the  ufe  of  bark,  chalybeate  waters,  and  cold 
bathing,  and  large  dofes  of  balfam  of  copaiva. 

VI. 

A  Treatife  of  Midwifery ,  comprehending  the  whole 
Management  of  Female  Complaints ,  and  the  Treat¬ 
ment  of  Children  in  early  Infancy  ;  to  which 
are  added ,  Prefcriptions  for  Women  and  Chil¬ 
dren ,  and  Directions  for  preparing  Variety  of 
Food  and  Drinks  adapted  to  the  Circumjiances  of 
lying-in  Women,  By  Alexander  Hamilton,  Pro¬ 
ffer  of  Midwifery  in  the  Univerfity  of  Edin¬ 
burgh,  and  Member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Sur¬ 
geons.  3  vo.  Edinburgh. 

rip  H  E  comprehenfive  treatife  of  midwifery 
A  which  is  now  before  us,  is  chiefly  intended 
for  the  ufe  of  female  pra&itioners ;  and  we  are 
inclined  to  think,  that  thofe  who  bedow  upon  it 
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an  attentive  reading,  will  have  no  hefitation  in 
allowing,  that  it  is  better  fitted  for  the  purpofe 

* 

intended,  than  any  thing  that  has  yet  appeared 
in  an  Englifli  drefs.  A  Work  of  this  kind,  ren¬ 
dered  univerfally  and  readily  intelligible  by  di- 
ftinCt  arrangement,  and  fimplicity  of  dyle,  has 
been  much  wanted.  The  Work  before  us,  how- 
ever,  not  only  comprehends  the  mod  important 
rules  of  delivery,  and  directions  for  the  after 
treatment  both  of  mother  and  child,  but  alfo 
gives  the  previous  neceffary  indruCtion  in  the 
mod  plain  and  familiar  manner,  diveded  of  every 
term  which  may  not  be  fully  and  clearly  under- 
dood  by  any  female  qualified  for  the  profeflion 
of  midwifery.  It  may  therefore,  we  think,  be 
-judly  confidered  as  a  valuable  acquifition  to  the 
public.  To  judify  this  character,  however,  we 
mud  refer  our  readers  to  the  work  itfelf.  For, 
of  a  general  fydem,  we  cannot  propofe  to  give  a 
full  or  didinCt  analyfis. 

There  can  be  little  doubt,  that  the  fuccefs  of 
-practitioners,  in  this  branch  of  the  medical  art, 
mud,  in  fome  meafure,  depend  on  a  knowledge 
of  the  druCture  and  functions  of  thofe  parts  which 
are  the  immediate  fubjeCts  of  the  midwife’s  at¬ 
tention.  The  want  of  that  knowledge  mud  con- 
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dantly  expofe  the  patient  to  the  hazard  of  fuffer- 
ing  from  the  ignorance  and  officioufnefs  of  the 
practitioner,  and  may  be  confidered  as  the  fource 
of  errors  in  practice,  which  have  been  highly  fa¬ 
tal  in  their  confequences.  With  the  view,  there¬ 
fore,  of  removing  this  fource  of  mifchief,  the  in¬ 
genious  Profeffor  very  properly  introduces  his 
fubjeCt  with  a  concife  but  accurate  defcription  of 
the  bones  of  the  bafin,  the  fhape  and  dimenfions 
of  its  cavity,  and  its  application  to  the  paffage  of 
the  child.  He  then  defcribes  the  feveral  parts 
of  the  genital  fydem,  explains  their  principal 
functions,  and  gives  fome  account  of  generation, 
and  of  the  periodical  evacuation  which  didin- 

/  k  i 

guilhes  the  fex. 

He  next  proceeds  to  give  a  detail  of  the  dif- 
eafes  arifing  from  the  irregularity  of  the  menfes. 
And  here  he  obferves,  that  while  thofe  women 
are  mod  healthy  who  have  this  difcharge  in  the 
mod  regular  manner;  on  the  contrary,  thofe 
who  fuffer  bad  health,  either  want  it  altogether, 
or  have  it  fparingly,  exceffively,  or  at  irregular 
intervals.  A  prejudice,  he  obferves,  for  a  long 
time  prevailed,  that  when  the  mendrual  evacua¬ 
tion  was  diminifhed  or  fuppreffed,  fomething  bad 
was  letained  in  the  habit.  This  arofe  from  an 
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erroneous  opinion,  that  the  menftrual  blood  was 
of  a  poifonous  quality,  and  might,  by  its  vapour, 
kill  animals,  deftroy  vegetables,  ftop  fermenta¬ 
tion,  and  the  like ;  and  therefore,  that  a  wo¬ 
man’s  prefence  at  thefe  times  was  extremely  dan¬ 
gerous  ;  that  if  (lie  touched  wine,  it  would  imme¬ 
diately  become  four  ;  if  (heaflifted  in  making  gel- 
lies,  that  they  would  never  thicken;  at  faking  meat, 
it  would  be  fpoiled.  But  although  he  confiders 
thefe  as  being  prejudices  founded  merely  upon 
fuperftition,  and  looks  upon  the  menftrual  dis¬ 
charge,  in  its  natural  (late,  as  being  an  evacua¬ 
tion  of  pure  good  blood,  yet  he  confiders  it  as 
liable,  not  only  to  the  difeafes  of  the  general 
mafs,  but  alfo  to  acrimony  from  ftagnating  in 
the  vagina.  He  thinks,  however,  that  when  the 
conftitution  fuffers  from  obftruction,  it  is  not 
from  the  retention  of  difeafed  blood,  but  from 
the  veflels  being  overloaded,  or  from  the  fudden 
lloppage  of  an  accuftomed  evacuation.  And  he 
obferves,  that,  in  general,  irregularities  of  the 
monthly  evacuation  are  oftener  the  effed  of 
fomething  faulty  in  the  habit,  than  the  caufe  of 
the  bad  health  which  at  that  time  occurs. 

He  obferves,  that,  for  the  molt  diftind  view 

of  the  complaints  refulting  from  this  caufe,  they 
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may  be  reduced  to  three  heads.  \Jl ,  Thofe 
about  the  time  of  its  commencement.  Thofe 
after  the  habit  has  been  eftablifhed  :  And  3 dly9 
Thofe  about  the  time  of  its  final  ceffation. 

The  firfl:  of  thefe  periods  is  to  be  viewed,  he 
thinks,  as  a  very  critical  feafon  with  females ; 
and  he  ftrongly  recommends  prudent  conduct  in 
the  management  of  them  at  this  time.  Late 
hours,  exceffive  heat,  particularly  by  dancing,  or 
long  confinement  in  crouded  places,  ought  to  be 
prohibited  in  the  ftrongeft  terms  ;  and  when 
there  is  reafon  to  expert  the  approach  of  the 
menfiruai  difcharge,  every  thing  which  can  dif- 
compofe  either  mind  or  body  is  to  be  carefully 
fhunned.  The  food  fhould  be  plain  and  fimple, 
taking  care,  particularly,  to  avoid  grofs  aliment, 
and  aftringent  drinks. 

Under  the  fecond  period,  he  gives  directions 
for  the  management  in  the  different  cafes  of  ob¬ 
it  ruction  or  fuppreffion,  of  painful  menftruation, 
and  of  immoderate  difcharge.  On  the  firfl  of 
thefe  fubjeCts,  he  is  of  opinion,  that  there  is  not 
yet  in  the  whole  catalogue  of  medicines,  any 
one  which  can  be  relied  upon  for  that  purpofe. 
He  admits,  however,  that  purgatives,  efpecially 
thofe  tending  to  induce  tenefmus,  as  the  aloetic 
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purgatives ;  that  exercife,  dancing,  riding,  the 

Ik 

cold  baths,  the  warm  baths,  eledrieity,  and  the 
like,  have  at  times  been  attended  with  the  defi- 

.  i 

red  effect.  But  he  remarks,  that  fince  a  reme¬ 
dy  which  in  one  inflance  will  prove  mild,  inof- 

•  .  i  , 

fenfive,  or  fuccefsful,  will  in  another  throw  the 
patient  into  the  molt  violent  nervous  or  hyfteric 
diforders,  medicines  of  this  kind  ought  to  be  gi¬ 
ven  with  great  caution.  When  thefe  medicines 
are  employed,  he  directs,  that  they  fhould  not 
be  uniformly  continued,  but  begun  about  a 
week  before  the  expeded  return,  and  continued 
for  a  few  days  after  that,  if  the  evacuation  does 
not  previoufly  occur.  In  cafes  of  painful  men- 
flruation,  he  places  the  chief  reliance  on  opiates, 
taking  care,  however,  to  counterad  their  bind¬ 
ing  quality  by  the  ufe  of  gentle  laxatives.  And 
he  further  adds,  that  thefe  meafures  are  to  be 
employed  only  on  emergencies,  as  they  are  with 
difficulty  left  off. 

Where  an  exceffive  menftrual  difcharge  oc¬ 
curs,  he  is  of  opinion,  that  more  in  general  is  to 
be  expeded  from  regimen  than  medicine.  Cool¬ 
ing  diet,  cool  air,  and  cold  applications,  as  wet 
cloths  frequently  applied  to  the  os  externum, 
when  the  flooding  is  exceffive  and  dangerous, 
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are  the  principal  remedies.  And  to  prevent  the 
return  of  the  diforder,  a  light  decoCtion  of  Pe¬ 
ruvian  bark,  fharpened  with  elixir  of  vitriol,  is, 
he  thinks,  more  to  be  depended  upon  than  any 
other  remedy. 

During  the  Iaft  period,  or  the  time  of  the  fi¬ 
nal  ceffation  of  the  menfes,  he  obferves,  that  the 
fymptoms  which  occur  are  extremely  different, 
according  to  the  conflitution  and  circumftances 
of  the  patient.  The  chief  affections,  howrever, 
may,  he  thinks,  be  referred  to  the  following 
heads. 

1 .  Thofe  of  fulnefs,  in  confequence  of  the  hid¬ 
den  ftoppage  of  an  ufual  evacuation  in  full  ha¬ 
bits.  2.  Frequent,  long-continued  or  immode¬ 
rate  floodings,  in  feeble  and  relaxed  habits. 
And  $dly,  General  affections  of  the  fyflem,  from 
an  alteration  of  the  conflitution.  For  relieving 
the  firfl;  of  thefe,  he  recommends  fpare  living, 
blood-letting  at  proper  intervals,  an  open  belly, 
and  fuitable  exercife.  Againft  a  frequent  or  im¬ 
moderate  difcharge  in  relaxed  habits,  he  recom¬ 
mends,  that  the  flux  be  checked  by  cold  appli¬ 
cations  ;  that  the  painful  fymptoms  be  relieved 
by  opiates  ?  and  that  the  conflitution  be  after¬ 
wards  ftrengthened,  when  the  patient  is  able  to 
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bear  it,  by  the  cold  bath.  But  where,  even  at 
this  period,  the  flooding  appears  to  proceed  from 
fulnefs,  he  recommends  proper  evacuations  and 
cooling  regimen.  Where  general  affedions  of 
the  fyftem  take  place,  he  confiders  them  as  indi¬ 
cating  a  change  in  conftitution,  requiring  the 
aid  of  the  mofl  fkilful  and  experienced  of  the 
profeflion,  and  beyond  the  province  of  the  fe¬ 
male  praditioner,  for  whofe  ufe  this  Treatife  is 
chiefly  intended.  And  by  a  fimilar  recommen¬ 
dation,  in  every  cafe  where  Ample  and  eafy  mea- 
fures  will  not  anfwer,  if  much  good  be  not  done, 
much  mifchief  may  at  lead  be  frequently  pre¬ 
vented. 

He  next  treats  of  the  various  local  affedions 
of  the  genital  parts,  and  gives  particular  direc¬ 
tions  for  their  prevention  and  cure.  The  na¬ 
ture  of  pregnancy,  which  leads  to  an  explana¬ 
tion  of  the  ftrudure  of  the  gravid  uterus,  the 
changes  which  it  undergoes  from  conception, 
the  progreflive  evolutions  of  the  ovum,  the  em¬ 
bryo  and  child,  is  the  next  fubjed  of  confidera- 
tion.  This  naturally  leads  him  to  confider  the 
difeafes  of  pregnancy.  Thefe  he  has  referred  to 
three  clafles  j  j Fne  complaints,  fuch  as  thofe 
of  breeding,  which  are  confined  to  the  early  fta- 
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ges  of  pregnancy,  'idly ,  Thofe  which  occur  in 
the  laft  months,  arifing  from  the  /training  of 
the  womb  and  its  preffure  on  the  neighbouring 
parts ;  and  $dly,  Thofe  which  are  confined  to 
no  particular  period,  but  happen  at  all  the  dif¬ 
ferent  terms  of  geflation.  Of  the  treatment  of 
the  different  affections  falling  under  each,  he 
gives  a  very  accurate  and  minute  detail.  And 
the  fubjeCt  is  concluded  with  fome  important 
cautions  for  the  treatment  of  pregnant  women. 

The  third  part  of  this  Treatife  comprehends 
the  management  of  delivery.  Labour,  which 
he  defines  the  effort  of  nature  to  expel  the  child, 
he  confiders  as  of  three  kinds,  natural,  linger¬ 
ing,  and  preternatural.  Directions  for  the 
treatment  in  each  of  thefe  cafes  are  deliver¬ 
ed  in  the  moft  concife,  accurate,  and  judicious 
manner.  The  tendernefs  to  patients,  and  re¬ 
gard  to  female  delicacy,  which  is  inculcated  in 
thefe  directions,  cannot  efcape  the  obfervant 
reader ;  and  the  peculiar  earneftnefs  with  which 
female  practitioners  are  intreated  to  be  diffident 

of  their  own  abilities,  and  to  have  recourfe  to 
fuperior  affiitance  in  cafes  of  doubt  and  danger, 
but  at  the  fame  time  to  be  equally  cautious  of 
betraying  timidity,  impatience,  or  diftruft,  which 
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may  give  an  unneceffary  alarm  to  the  patient,  if 
duly  attended  to,  may  be  productive  of  the  molt 
ufeful  confequences. 

This  part  of  the  fubjeCt  is  concluded  with  di¬ 
rections  for  the  management  of  twins  or  triplets  . 
This  fubjeCt,  in  its  nature  intricate  and  perplex¬ 
ing,  from  the  variety  of  opinions  which  prevail, 
is  explained  with  precifion  and  accuracy. 

The  next  great  divifion  of  this  Work  refpeCts 
the  management  of  women  after  delivery.  Here 
he  carefully  points  out  thofe  errors  which  have 
been  mod  fatal  \  and  concifely  delivers  rules  for 
treatment,  fuggeded  by  common  fenfe  and  a 
faithful  attention  to  the  operations  of  nature. 
He  then  proceeds  to  give  a  detail  of  the  difeafes 
incident  to  the  child-bed  date.  Under  thefe  he 
confiders,  fird  accidents  from  delivery,  as  fuel¬ 
ling  and  inflammation  of  the  parts,  occafioned 
by  bruifes  of  the  child,  or  ignorance  of  the  prac¬ 
titioner,  lacerations,  inverfion  of  the  womb,  and 
the  like  ;  and  then,  difeafes  more  driCtly  fo  cal¬ 
led,  under  which  he  includes  the  treatment  of 
faintings,  floodings,  after-pains,  inflammation  of 
the  womb,  affeCfions  of  the  breads,  the  weed, 
the  miliary,  and  the  puerperal  fevers. 
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The  3a(l  dmfion  regards  the  management  of 

children  in  infancy.  And  it  is  here  to  be  re- 

*  * 

gretted,  that  the  limits  of  the  plan  has  prevent¬ 
ed  the  Author  from  treating  this  interefting  fub- 
je£l :  with  all  the  minutenefs  tha*  could  have  been 
wifhed.  Here,  however,  he  has  fuggefled  many 
ufeful  advices  for  the  prevention  of  thofe  difeafes 
to  which  the  fatality  of  infancy  may  be  imputed. 
Thefe  are  confidered  under  the  articles  of  clean- 
linefs,  cloathing,  purging,  nurfing,  air,  and  ex- 
ercife. 

The  difeafes  themfelves  are  then  fhortly  treat¬ 
ed  of  in  the  following  order  :  i .  The  accidents 
occurring  immediately  at  birth,  or  foon  after,  as 
thofe  arifing  from  original  malconformation,  ex- 
ternalinjuries,  and  the  like.  2 dlyy  The  internal 
difeafes,  as  the  red  and  yellow  gum,  ficknefs,  vo¬ 
miting,  gripes,  fore  mouth,  teething,  &c.  On 
each  of  thefe  fubjeCts,  although  his  obfervations 
be  fhort,  yet  they  are  perfpicuous,  and  may  have 
eonfiderable  effect  in  preventing  improper  treat¬ 
ment. 

The  Work  is  concluded  with  remarks  on  the 
qualifications  which  female  practitioners  ought 
to  poffefs,  and  with  directions  for  preparing  food 
and  drink  adapted  to  the  circumftances  of  lying- 

in 
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in  women,  which  may  render  this  Work  not  on¬ 
ly  a  valuable  acquifition  to  the  female  praditi- 
oner,  but  alfo  to  the  intelligent  mother  and  the 
careful  nurfe. 

VII. 

1  ?  *  'j  t  r  • 

An  Account  of  a  Method  for  preferring  Water  at 
Sea  from  Putrefadion ,  and  of  reftoring  to  the 
Water  its  original  Pleafantnefs  and  Purity ,  by  a 
cheap  and  eafy  Procefs :  To  which  is  added ,  a 
Mode  of  impregnating  Water  in  large  Quantities , 
with  Fixed  Air,  for  medicinal  Ufes ,  on  board  Ships 
and  in  Hofpitals  ;  and  likewife  a  Procefs for  the 
Preparation  of  Artificial  Teafi.  By  Thomas 
Henry,  F.  R.  S.  &c.  8m  Warrington. 

THE  Author  of  this  Treatife  introduces  his 
fubjed,  by  deploring  the  lofs  of  fuch  a 
great  number  of  men,  as  in  long  voyages  at  fea, 
have,  till  of  late,  been  uniformly  carried  off  by 
fcurvy.  This  dreadful  calamity,  he  obferves,  takes 
its  origin  from  putrid  air,  putrid  provifions,  pu. 
trid  water,  a  deficiency  of  frefh  vegetables,  and 
want  of  cleanlinefs ;  but  he  feems  to  think, 
that  as  putrid  water  is  one  of  the  prevalent  cau- 
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fes  of  the  diforder,  fo  a  great  deal  may  be  done 
in  preventing  it,  merely  by  a  condant  and  plenti¬ 
ful  fupply  of  frefh  water. 

Our  Author  is  by  no  means  ignorant  of  the 
advantages  to  be  derived  from  the  mode  of  di¬ 
ddling  fea-water,  as  lately  introduced  to  the  na¬ 
vy  ;  but  this,  he  apprehends,  is  only  intended  to 
furnifh  a  partial  fupply  of  frefh  water  in  cafes  of 
neceffity;  and  that  it  muft  be  altogether  infufficient 
for  the  confumption  of  a  large  crew ;  whereas, 
his  fcheme  aims  at  the  conftant  prefervation  of 
water  from  the  putrefaction  to  which  it  is  ex- 
pofed  in  long  voyages. 

A  method  of  preferving  water  from  putrefac¬ 
tion  was  fome  years  ago  propofed  by  the  late 
Dr  Aldon.  It  confided  in  adding  a  quantity  of 
lime  to  every  cafk  of  water  ;  that  fubdance  ha¬ 
ving  a  ftrong  antifeptic  property,  and  water,  as 
long  as  it  retains  the  impregnation  of  lime,  be¬ 
ing  never  known  to  putrify.  But  lime  commu¬ 
nicates  a  difagreeable  tafte  to  water,  and,  ab- 
ftraCted  from  that  inconvenience,  it  might  per- 
haps  in  many  infiances  be  detrimental. 

To  free  the  water,  at  the  time  of  ufing  it, 
from  the  lime.  Dr  Alfton  propofed  the,  precipita¬ 
tion  of  the  latter,  by  throwing  into  the  water  a 
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quantity  of  magnefia ;  on  this  principle,  that  as 
limeftone  is  rendered  foluble  in  water  by  its  de¬ 
privation  of  fixed  air,  and  has  a  greater  affinity 
with  that  air  than  magnefia  has,  the  particles  of 
quick-lime  would  attract  the  air  from  the  mag¬ 
nefia,  and  thereby  becoming  no  longer  foluble, 
would  fall  to  the  bottom  and  leave  the  water 
taftelefs  and  fit  for  ceconomical  purpofes.  Dr 
Alfton’s  theory  was  juft,  but  the  expence  attend¬ 
ing  it,  owing  to  the  price  of  magnefia,  was  fuch 
as  to  prevent  the  execution  of  the  propofal. 

A  variety  of  experiments  were  made  by  our 
Author,  in  order  to  difcover  a  cheap  and  eafy 
method  of  precipitating  the  lime,  fo  as  to  reftore 
to  water  impregnated  with  it,  its  original  fweet- 
nefs  and  pleafantnefs ;  and  the  refult  of  thefe 
trials  has  fully  anfwered  his  expectations. 

We  are  here  prefented  with  engravings  of  the 
different  utenfils  ufed  in  this  procefs :  For  a  pro¬ 
per  idea  of  thefe,  we  mufl  refer  our  readers  to 
the  Work  itfelf  \  but  a  particular  detail  of  the  pro¬ 
cefs  we  fuppofe  will  be  very  readily  underftood. 

The  Method  of  impregnating  Water  with  Quick-lime. 

To  every  cafk  of  water  of  120  gallons,  add 
two  pounds  of  well  burnt  quick-lime,  either 
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frefli  from  the  kiln,  or  properly  preferved.  When 
the  lime  has  been  in  the  calk  fome  minutes,  and 
the  heat  and  efTervefcence  occafioned  by  the 
mixture  are  over,  let  the  calk  be  flopped  from 
any  communication  with  the  external  air. 

^  ■ 

The  Method  of  freeing  Water  from  the  Lime ,  and 
reftoring  it  to  its  original  pure  State . 

Let  a  calk  be  prepared,  of  a  form  fomewhat 
narrower,  in  proportion  to  its  depth,  than  ufual. 
The  top  mult  be  formed  of  one  plank,  and  have 
a  piece  cut  out  of  the  centre,  of  a  circular  form, 
and  as  large  as  can  be  allowed  without  weaken¬ 
ing  the  Tides  too  much.  This  piece,  or  bung, 
mult  be  made  to  fit  as  clofely  as  poflible,  and 
have  an  iron-handle  affixed  to  it  for  the  purpofe 
of  lifting  it,  and  of  confining  a  weight  which  is 
to  be  laid  on,  to  keep  the  bung  from  yielding  to 
a  finall  force  from  within.  A  fmall  hole  mult 
be  bored  in  the  fide  of  the  top,  which  is  to  be 
exactly  (topped  with  a  plug,  for  a  purpofe  to  be 
explained  in  the  fequel. 

Fill  this  calk,  which  may  be  fuppofed  to  con- 

i 

tain  60  gallons,  fecured  on  a  convenient  part  of 
the  deck,  or  flung  up  in  the  fhrouds,  with  the 
Time-water  drawn  ofi  clear  from  the  fediment, 

fen 
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io  as  to  avoid  any  vifible  particles  of  lime  float¬ 
ing  in  it ;  allowing  fufficient  room  for  the  air- 
veffel,  and  a  free  fpace  of  about  half  an  inch  be¬ 
tween  the  furface  of  the  water  and  the  top  of  the 
cafk. 

Let  a  veffelbe  alfo  prepared,  capable  of  con¬ 
taining  two  gallons,  or  i-3oth  of  the  capacity  of 
the  cafk.  Into  this  veffel  introduce  half  a  pound 
of  marble,  pure  unburnt  limeftone,  or  chalk 
grofsly  powdered,  and  two  quarts  of  water. 
Then  pour  gradually  on  thefe,  three  ounces  of 
flrong  vitriolic  acid,  commonly  called  oil  of  vi¬ 
triol,  and  flopping  the  mouth  of  the  veffel  with 
a  tubulated  hopper,  let  it  down  by  means  of 
firings  into  the  cafk  filled  with  lime-water.  The 
fixed  air  let  loofe  from  the  mild  calcareous  earth, 

J  \ 

will  bubble  up  through  the  lime-water.  When 
this  has  continued  about  a  minute,  the  bung  is 
to  be  faflened  on,  and  a  weight  properly  applied, 
fo  as  to  keep  the  bung  in  its  place. 

In  about  an  hour,  the  bung  may  be  removed 
in  order  to  fee  whether  the  difcharge  of  air  con¬ 
tinues  ;  if  it  has  ceafed,  or  be  confiderably  aba¬ 
ted,  three  ounces  more  of  vitriolic  acid  is  to  be 
added,  and  the  air-veffel  returned  to  its  former 
flation  in  the  cafk. 

E  2 
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The  time  neceffary  for  precipitating  the  lime 
from  the  water,  will  be  in  proportion  to  the 
brifknefs  of  the  effervefcence  ;  but,  in  general,  a 
few  hours  will  be  fufHcient.  Should  the  fir  ft 
parcel  of  calcareous  earth  and  vitriolic  acid  be 
unequal  to  the  fweetening  of  the  lime-water,  and 
no  longer  difcharge  air  brifkly  when  agitated, 
the  contents  of  the  air-veffel  are  to  be  poured  out, 
and  a  frefh  quantity  of  the  ingredients  fuhft ituted 
in  their  place. 

*  * 

When  the  water  is  become  quite  mild,  the 
air-veifel  is  to  be  taken  out,  and,  if  the  calcare¬ 
ous  earth  continues  to  difcharge  air,  let  it  be 
plunged  into  another  caik  of  lime-water,  that 
there  may  be  no  neediefs  expence  of  fixed  air. 

The  fpecific  gravity  of  the  lime  is  fo  much  fu- 
perior  to  that  of  the  water,  that  it  will  foon  fall 
to  the  bottom  of  the  cafk,  when  the  operation 
is  finifhed.  As  foon  as  the  water  is  become 
clear,  it  muft  be  drawn  off  by  a  cock  for  ufe ; 
or,  if  the  cafk  be  wanted  to  purify  other  quanti¬ 
ties  of  water,  it  may  be  drawn  off  fooner  into 
other  veffels  to  clarify. 

The  precipitated  lime  may  be  collected,  and 
being  now  in  the  ilate  of  chalk,  and  iinpalpably 
powdered,  may  be  ufed  inflead  of  prepared 

»  chalk. 
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chalk,  for  the  medicinal  purpofes  to  which  that 
article  is  applied. 

Cautions  to  be  obferved  in  thefe  Procejfks* 

1.  The  quick-lime  Ihould  be  chofen,  as  pure, 

free  from  any  foreign  tade,  white,  well  burnt, 
and  as  frelli  from  the  kiln,  as  can  be  obtained. 
What  is  carried  to  fea  for  future  ufe,  fhould  be 
carefully  packed  up  in  clean  tight  calks,  fo  as  to 
preferve  it  from  moidure  and  the  adion  of  the 
air.  •- 

2.  The  calks  into  which  the  lime-water  is  put, 
fhould  be  perfedly  clean  and  fweet ;  and  thofe 
fhould  be  feleded  for  this  ufe,  that  are  well  fea- 
foned  and  free  from  fap. 

3.  The  water  is  to  be  fird  poured  into  the  air- 
velfel,  then  the  calcareous  earth,  which  is  to  pafs 
through  a  paper  cone,  to  prevent  its  adhering  to 
the  fides  of  the  mouth  of  the  velTel ;  and  lajily , 
the  acid  is  to  be  added,  no  attention  being  paid 
to  the  mixing  the  earth  and  water  intimately. 
By  this  means,  the  acid  attacks  the  calcareous 
earth. gradually,  and  the  velTel  is  in  no  danger  ot 
burding  by  the  too  hidden  explofion  of  the  air. 
For  the  fame  reafon,  care  fhould  alfo  be  taken 
that  the  air-vedel  be  not  fhaken  too  rapidly. 

E  3  -4*  Gently 
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4.  Gently  agitating  the  upper  part  of  the  calk 
from  time  to  time  during  the  procefs,  will  ac¬ 
celerate  the  completion  of  it,  by  occafioning  a 
quicker  abforption  of  the  fixed  air  \  and  the 
fmall  plug  mull  occafionally  be  taken  from  the 
hole  in  the  top  of  the  calk,  to  let  out  that  part 
of  the  air  which  is  not  foluble  in  water. 

5.  The  precipitated  lime  is  to  be  cleared  out 
of  the  calk  after  each  time  of  ufing  it ;  and  the 
calk  Ihould  be  frequently  walhed  thoroughly. 

6.  Care  mull:  be  taken,  that  the  mouth  of  the 
air-vefiel  be  clear  of  calcareous  earth,  before 
the  Hopper  be  put  in  \  and  that  the  ends  of  the 
tubes  in  the  Hopper  be  not  clogged  up  with  any 
thing  that  may  prevent  the  palfage  of  the  air 
through  them. 

7.  Each  fliip  Ihould  be  provided  with  feveral 
of  the  air-veflels,  and  each  veil'd  Ihould  have  two 
or  three  tubulated  Hoppers  adapted  to  it ;  the 
veflels  and  their  Hoppers  to  be  marked  with  fi« 
milar  numbers. 

8.  The  fize  and  number  of  the  purifying  calks 
muH  be  in  proportion  to  the  rate  of  the  fhip, 
and  the  convenience  with  which  they  can  be  ma¬ 
naged. 

9.  If 
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9.  If  the  calk  be  left  with  the  air-veffel  in  it 
during  the  night,  or  for  any  confiderable  length 
of  time,  a  fmaller  plug  may  be  put  into  the  fmall 
hole  in  the  top  of  the  calk,  fo  as  to  leave  it  not 
quite  air-tight. 

10.  If  during  the  procefs  the  fixed  air  fliould 

r'  '  1  *  V  f'  h  h  •  •  *  •  ^  W  k  \  ~  '  * 

efcape  by  the  edges  of  the  round  bung,  it  may 
be  prevented  by  any  flight  luting,  which  may  be 
eafily  removed  when  the  bung  is  to  be  taken  out. 

11.  It  will  be  fcarcely  neceffary  to  mention, 
that  the  air-veffel,  and  the  large  circular  bung- 
hole  in  the  top  of  the  calk,  are  to  be  fo  propor¬ 
tioned,  that  the  latter  will  eafily  admit  of  the  paf- 
fage  of  the  former  through  its  aperture. 

Our  Author  now  proceeds  to  communicate 
his  method  of  impregnating  water  in  large  quan¬ 
tities  with  fixed  air,  fo  as  to  give  it  the  proper¬ 
ties  of  mineral  water,  for  the  ufe  of  the  Tick  on 
board  of  fhips  and  in  hofpitals* 

DrNooth’s  glafs  machine,  with  Mr  Parker's 
and  Mr  Magellan’s  improvements,  though  ad¬ 
mirably  contrived  for  the  preparation  of  fmall 
quantities  of  artificial  mineral  water,  is  by  much 
too  fmall  for  the  fickly  crew  of  a  large  {hip.  To 
remedy  this  inconvenience,  a  mode  is  here  pro- 
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poled,  by  which  the  fame  kind  of  procefs  may 
be  performed  on  a  much  larger  fcale  ;  but  as  a 
diflind  idea  of  the  inftruments  recommended 
cannot  be  conveyed  by  defcription,  fuch  of  our 
readers  as  wifh  for  more  particular  information, 
mull;  have  recourfe  to  the  drawings  with  which 
Mr  Henry  has  favoured  us. 

From  the  procefs  here  recommended  by  our 
Author,  a  plentiful  fupply  of  this  medicinal  wa¬ 
ter  may  be  had  at  all  times,  and  at  a  very  tri¬ 
fling  expence,  which  may  not  only  be  a  preven¬ 
tative  againft  putrid  diforders,  but  even  a  power¬ 
ful  remedy  when  they  adually  exift. 

As  it  is  a  matter  of  importance  to  procure 
frefii  fermented  bread  at  fea,  our  Author  recom¬ 
mends  the  following  procefs  for  obtaining  arti¬ 
ficial  yeaft,  and  for  making  bread  by  means  of 
it. 

Boil  flower  and  water  together  to  the  confid¬ 
ence  of  treacle.  When  the  mixture  is  become 
cold,  fill  a  fmall  cafk  with  it,  and  let  it  be  fully 
faturated  with  fixed  air,  in  the  manner  direded 
by  Dr  Prieftley  and  others,  for  impregnating 
water.  Pour  the  mixture  thus  faturated,  into 
one  or  more  large  bottles  or  narrow-mouthed 
jars.  Cover  it  over  loofely  with  paper,  and  up¬ 
on 
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on  that  put  a  Hate  or  board,  with  a  weight  to  keep 
it  fteady.  Place  the  veflel  in  a  fituation  where 
the  thermometer  will  hand  from  70  to  80  de¬ 
grees,  and  ftir  up  the  mixture  two  or  three  times 
in  24  hours.  In  about  two  days  fuch  a  degree 
of  fermentation  will  have  taken  place  as  to  give 

1 

the  mixture  the  appearance  of  yeaft. 

With  this  yeaft,  when  it  appears  to  be  in  the 
above  defcribed  (late,  and  before  it  has  acquired 

<  •  r  •  >  ,  r  r 

a  thoroughly  vinous  fmell,  mix  the  quantity  of 
flour  you  intend  to  make  into  bread, qn  the  pro¬ 
portion  of  fix  pounds  of  flour  to  a  quart  of 
yeaft,  and  a  fufflcient  quantity  of  warm  water. 
Knead  them  well  together  in  a  proper  veffel,  and 
covering  it  with  a  cloth,  let  the  dough  ftand  for 
12  hours,  or  till  it  appears  to  be  fufficiemly  fer¬ 
mented,  in  a  degree  of  warmth  equal  to  that 
above  mentioned.  It  is  then  to  be  formed  into 
loaves  and  baked. 

Mr  Henry  next  gives  directions  for  preparing 
artificial  pyrmont  water ;  Seltzer  water ;  and  Mr 
Bewley’s  julep,  in  large  quantities;  but  thefe 
procefles  cannot  be  rightly  underftood  but  by 
references  to  the  different  figures,  inferted  by  our 
Author,  of  the  feveral  utenfiis  neceffary  in  carry¬ 
ing  them  into  execution. 
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The  publication  is  at  lad:  concluded  by  a  pofL 
fcript,  anfwering  fome  objections  which  Dr  Lind 
of  Haflar  hofpital  fuppofes  may  be  made  to  fome 
parts  of  the  different  procefles  here  recommend- 
ed* 

The  only  material  objection  ftated  by  Dr  Lind, 
is,  that  the  agitation  of  the  fhip  may,  in  fome  in- 
fiances,  obflruCt  the  procefs  recommended  for 
the  purification  of  the  water ;  but  a  method 
here  pointed  out,  for  fufpending  the  different 

veffels  ufed  in  that  procefs,  appears  to  be  fully 

'  '  <• 

fufficient  for  preventing  every  inconvenience  of 
that  nature. 
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I. 

The  Hi/iory  of  a  Cafe ,  in  which  Worms  in  the  Nofe* 
productive  of  alarming  Symptoms ,  were  fuccejf- 
fully  removed  by  the  Ufe  of  Tobacco .  By  Mr 
Thomas  Kilgour,  Surgeon  in  Jamaica . 

A  Gentleman  of  Montego-bay  in  Ja¬ 
maica,  aged  twenty-fix,  of  a  middle  Ma¬ 
ture,  and  robuft  make,  about  the  middle  of  July 
1777,  complained  for  three  days,  of  a  flight  ob- 
tufe  pain,  in  his  right  upper  jaw-bone,  root  of 
the  nofe,  eye,  and  forehead  of  the  fame  fide. 

On 
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On  the  evening  of  the  fourth  day,  the  pain  be¬ 
came  exceedingly  violent,  extending  through  the 
third  dens  molaris,  and  affeCting  the  right  fide 
of  the  face  and  head,  with  fevere  and  inceffant 
fhootings.  He  applidd  next  morning  to  an  af- 
fiftant  of  Mr  Thomas  Brown,  an  expert  fur- 
geon  in  this  place,  to  extraCt  the  tooth,  in  which 
he  felt  the  greateft  uneaftnefs*  imagining  his 
complaints  originated  from  it.  The  tooth  was 
perfectly  found,  and  its  extraction  was  attended 
with  no  alleviation  of  the  pain.  At  night  he 
took  an  opiate,  but  it  afforded  no  relief, 

I  was  defired  to  vifit  him  next  day.  He  then 
felt  inexpreffible,  agony  and  diftrefs.  Hie  eye 
and  right  fide  of  the  face  were  much  inflamed, 
but  little  fwelled.  From  the  right  noftril  there 
diftilled,  in  large  drops,  a  thin  dark  coloured 
ichor,  of  a  very  offend ve  fmell,  fimilar  to  the  dif- 
charge  from  a  carious  bone,  but  more  difagree- 
able.  I  examined  the  noftril,  but  could  perceive 
no  ulceration.  I  therefore  concluded  it  muft  be 
a  collection  of  fome  acrid  matter  in  the  maxillary 

‘  .  ,  ‘  ;  |  j 

cavity,  that  occaftoned  thefe  violent  fymptoms, 

-  *•  •*  ,  t  .  i  .. 

and  that  the  difeharge  from,  the  nofe  was  the 
matter  finding  its  paffage  through  that  way. 

The 
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The  cafe  being  alarming,  and  the  fever  confh 
derable,  we  called  for  the  affiftance  of  Dr  Mur¬ 
ray,  who  readily  agreeing  to  our  opinion  of  a 
colle&ion  of  matter  being  formed  in  the  maxilla¬ 
ry  cavity,  a  perforation  was  made  into  it,  through 
the  focket  from  which  the  tooth  was  extracted . 
But  no  difcharge  of  matter  followed  the  perfora¬ 
tion,  nor  did  the  pain  in  the  leaft  abate.  On 
the  contrary,  it  continued  to  increafe  more  and 
more  at  the  root  of  the  nofe ;  and,  about  an 
hour  after  the  operation,  there  were  voided  from 

the  right  noflril,  two  infects,  in  appearance  like 

/  .  * 

the  maggots  formed  in  putrid  meat.  On  placing 
the  patient  in  the  light,  a  vaft  number  were  per¬ 
ceived  in  motion  at  the  upper  part  of  the  noftril. 
I  introduced  a  forceps,  and  took  out  three  .or 
four  at  a  time  ;  and,  in  the  courfe  of  that  day, 
upwards  of  thirty.  They  were  in  general  three- 
fourths  of  an  inch  long,  and  one-eight  thick, 
compofed  of  rings,  fuddenly  tapering  towards 
the  tail,  and  had  a  large  brownilh  head.  In  ex¬ 
tracting,  they  made  a  ftrong  refiftance  with  what 

>  * 

ferved  them  inflead  of  feet,  and  gave  a  fenfation 
to  my  hand  like  a  file  drawn  acrofs  a  foft  body. 
When  taken  out,  they  were  very  lively,  and 
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crawled  about  in  the  open  air  a  long  time  before 
they  died. 

It  was  fuppofed  thefe  infe&s  were  hatched  in 
an  ulcer  of  the  nofe,  from  a  venereal  caufe,  the 
patient  being  affedted  with  a  fimple  gonorrhoea 
about  a  twelvemonth  before,  which  was  cured 
in  the  common  way,  and  without  any  return  of 
fymptoms,  This  being  the  idea  formed  of  the 
diforder,  after  premifmg  the  neceffary  evacua¬ 
tions  to  moderate  the  febrile  fymptoms,  a  mer¬ 
curial  courfe  was  entered  upon,  both  with  a  view 
of  correcting  the  general  ftate  of  the  habit,  and 
like  wife  from  its  known  qualities,  in  being  offen- 
five  to  worms,  to  deftroy  the  infers.  Three 
grains  of  black  precipitate  were  ordered  to  be 
given  at  bed-time,  along  with  an  opiate,  the 
noflril  to  be  frequently  fumigated  with  cinnabar, 
and  a  folution  of  calomel  and  camphor,  in  oil, 
to  be  thrown  up  by  injeCtion* 

Having  a  particular  regard  for  the  patient,  I 
(laid  feveral  hours  with  him,  and  was  much  dif- 
appointed  in  finding  neither  the  fumigation  nor 
injection  to  have  the  fmalleft  effeCt  in  mitigating 
the  pain,  or  deftroying  the  infeCts.  I  therefore 
fet  about  fome  experiments  to  find  out  a  remedy 
capable  of  killing  them,  and  happily,  in  a  little 

time. 
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time,  difcovered  one  that  proved  fuccefsful ;  but 
previous  to  this  attempt,  that  the  mercurial  folu- 
tion  might  have  the  fulled  juftice  done  it,  I  put 
a  few  of  the  infers  into  it,  and  found  them  at 
the  end  of  an  hour  as  lively  as  ever ;  a  clear 
proof  they  were  not  of  a  fpecies  to  be  affefted 
by  oils  or  mercury. 

The  trials  I  made  upon  them  were  as  follow : 

I  took  five  wine-glalfes ;  into  each  glafs  I  put  two 
of  the  maggots  ;  into  one  glafs,  I  poured  adrong 
deco&ion  of  chamomile  and  wormwood ;  into 
another,  vinous  tincture  of  opium  ;  into  the  third, 
rum  ;  into  the  fourth,  I  blew  tobacco-fmoke  ;  and 
into  the  lad,  I  poured  a  deco&ion  of  tobacco. 

The  bitter  decoction  gave  them  no  didurbance. 
The  tin&ure  of  opium,  at  its  fird  application, 
threw  them  into  violent  motion ;  but  in  a  fhort 
time  they  recovered  and  moved  about  at  their 
eafe.  The  rum  killed  them  in  about  ten  minutes. 
The  tobacco-fmoke,  in  a  few  blowings,  fhrivelled 
them  to  death ;  and  the  tobacco-decoction  in- 
ftantly  convulfed  and  dedroyed  them. 

Next  day,  by  confent  of  Dr  Murray  and  Mr 
Brown,  the  tobacco-decoftion  was  injected  into 
the  nodril,  and  the  fumigation  and  mercurial  in¬ 
jection  laid  aiide.  The  black  precipitate  and 
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opiate  were  ordered  to  be  continued  at  bed* 
time ;  and,  with  a  view  to  obviate  putrefaction, 
and  fupport  the  Arength,  two  ounces  of  infu- 

fion  of  the  bark  were  adminiflered  every  hour 

\ 

through  the  day,  and  the  patient  indulged  in  a 
little  wine,  and  fuch  flight  nourifhment  as  he 
could  take.  At  firft  the  tobacco  decodion  gave  a 
good  deal  of  pain  ;  but,  in  a  little  time,  it  became 
pleafant  and  agreeable,  fenfibly  correcting  the 
foetor,  and  bringing  away  the  infe&s  in  great 
numbers,  and  in  a  very  weakly  Rate.  After  u- 
fing  it  a  few  days,  feldom  more  than  half-a-dozen 
a-day  were  voided,  and  thefe  frequently  dead.  At 
length,  after  a  courfe  of  ten  days,  numbers  being 
extracted  by  the  forceps,  and  falling  out  of  the  in  - 
felves,  fometimes  dead,  fometimes  alive,  a  white 
iranfparent  fubftance,  near  two  inches  long,  and 
a  quarter  of  an  inch  broad  and  flat,  with  three 
large  infeCts  in  it,  was  brought  out  by  the  for¬ 
ceps,  upon  which  the  pain  greatly  abated,  and 
from  that  time  the  infeCts  difappeared.  In  a  few 
days  more  the  abrafions  of  the  membrana  Schnei* 
deriana  were  healed  up,  and  before  the  middle  of 
Auguft,  the  patient  was  able  to  go  to  the  moun¬ 
tains  to  recover  his  ftrength. 

The 
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The  above  mentioned  fubftance,  I  prefume, 
had  ferved  as  a  nidus  for  thefe  infers.  On  the 
furface  of  it  were  a  great  many  inequalities  and 
furrows.  It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  this  young 
man  had  been  fubject  to  an  haemorrhage  from 
the  nofe,  from  the  time  he  arrived  at  puberty 
till  he  fettled  in  this  ifland  about  five  years  ago, 
fince  which  time  he  has  had  no  attack  of  it.  He 
loft  the  fenfe  of  fmelling  by  the  right  noflril  after 
the  haemorrhage  appeared^  and  has  it  only  in  an 
imperfect  degree  by  the  left ;  nor  has  it  returned 
fince  he  recovered  from  this  diforder.  Might 
not  this  membranous  fubflance  have  been  form¬ 
ed  of  the  coagulable  part  of  the  blood  adhering 
about  the  offa  fpongiofa  after  the  haemorrhage, 
the  red  particles  of  what  remained  ffagnated  in 
the  noftril  being  reabforbed  ?  And  might  not  this 
foreign  body,  by  its  ftimulus,  have  brought  on  an 
ulceration  of  the  membrana  Schneideriana  whence 
thefe  infedts  have  been  generated  ?  One  circum- 
ftance  in  the  above  cafe  is  very  aftonifhing,‘u/z.  the 
rapid  generation  of  thefe  infedis ;  as  I  am  confi¬ 
dent  I  fpeak  within  bounds,  when  I  affert,  up¬ 
wards  of  200  were  extracted  and  voided  in  the 

i 

fpace  of  io  days. 
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It  is  furprifmg,  that  among  all  thofe  authors, 
who  have  written  on  the  difeafes  of  warm  climates, 
there  is  no  mention  of  maggots  in  the  nofe  as  a,i 
difeafe  that  fometimes  occurs;  and  yet  I  imagine 
it  is  a  complaint  that  has  pretty  often  come  with¬ 
in  the  knowledge  of  practitioners  ;  for,  fince  the- 
above  cafe,  I  have  been  informed  of  feveral  in- 
fiances  that  have  happened  in  this  ifland.  The 
moll  remarkable  is  one  that  occurred  fome  years 
ago,  to  a  married  woman  of  this  place.  Her 
hufband,  after  every  thing  had  been  tried  in  vain 
by  the  Faculty,  one  day  when  fhe  was  in  the 
greateft  agony,  poured  a  quantity  of  oil  of  tur¬ 
pentine  into  the  nofe  ;  and  this  feeming  to  abate 
the  pain,  he  continued  to  apply  it  for  feveral  days 
fucceffively.  The  event  was,  the  infeCts  were 
killed,  and  the  nofe  reftored  to  the  date  of  a 
funple  ulcer,  which  foon  healed  up.  But  previ¬ 
ous  to  the  ufe  of  the  turpentine,  the  unfortunate 
woman  had  loft  the  ofia  nafi,  and  with  this  de¬ 
formity  fhe  efcaped. 

Another  cafe  was  that  of  a  young  man,  a  few 
miles  from  this,  which  happened  in  1776;  but; 
to  him  it  proved  fatal. 

Mr  Robert  Monro  of  Hanover-parifh,  a  very 
old  practitioner,  and  a  man  of  great  experience: 

andl 
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and  medical  fagacity,  informed  me  of  a  cafe  of 
maggots  in  the  nofe  he  had  met  with,  in  which, 
after  every  thing  that  was  tried  had  failed,  he 
thought  of  ufing  the  tobacco,  from  knowing  its 
powerful  effects  in  killing  moil  kinds  of  vermin* 
The  confequence  was,  the  infe&s  were  fpeedily 
deftroyed,  and  the  patient  in  a  little  time  refio* 
red  to  health.  And  this  fa£t  of  Mr  Monro’s,  who 
was  alfo  called  upon  to  vifit  our  patient,  was  what 
induced  us  to  perfevere  in  the  ufe  of  the  tobacco, 
which  happily  proved  fo  efficacious. 


II. 

Account  of  a  New  Method  of  Treating  Dropfy.  By 
Mr  John  Ring,  Surgeon ,  New  Street ,  Hanover 
Square ,  London  ;  communicated  in  a  Letter  to 

Dr  Duncan* 

IN  compliance  with  your  requeft  to  practition¬ 
ers  in  general,  to  tranfmit  to  you  any  im¬ 
provements  made,  or  fuppofed  to  be  made,  in 
the  art  of  healing,  I  have  fubjoined  three  cafes, 
to  recommend  what  I  believe  to  be  a  more  fuc- 
cefsful  method  of  treating  the  dropfy,  than  thofe 
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ufually  purfued.  Every  indance  in  which  I  have 
yet  tried  it,  has  confirmed  me  in  that  opinion ; 
but  as  the  foiiowing  were  the  moil  alarming 
cafes,  I  thought  it  would  be  intruding  too  much 
on  the  limits  of  your  publication  to  trouble  you 
with  more.  If,  from  thefe  hints,  the  lead:  ad¬ 
vantage  fhoiild  accrue  to  any  affli&ed  with 
that  diforder,  my  intention  will  be  fully  anfwer- 
ed. 

Cafe  id.  W.  R.  Efq;  was  feized,  in  February 
1778,  with  an  anafarca,  which  increafed  fo  fail, 
that  I  apprehended  confiderable  danger,  as  he 
was  84  years  of  age.  It  was  occafioned  by  a  fit 
of  the  gout,  which  had  relaxed  him  extremely, 
and  I  feared  would  render  him  unable  to  fupport 
the  necefiary  evacuations.  Having,  in  many 
cafes,  feen  the  uncertainty  of  diuretics,  I  gave 
him  a  purging  draught,  which  reduced  the  fwel- 
Jing ;  and,  on  account  of  his  weaknefs,  did  not 
repeat  it  till  the  third  day,  by  which  time  his 
legs,  &c.  were  fwelled  to  their  former  fize.  Find¬ 
ing  no  ground  was  gained,  I  interpofed  a  draught, 
confiding  of  tin&.  amar.  acet.  fcillit.  &c.  to  be 

1 

taken  twice  a-day  on  the  days  free  from  purging. 
The  acet.  fcillit.  kept  up  a  diarrhoea.  and  excited 

*  a  ■  -  *  ;  ,  , 
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naufea,  on  which  account  I  fubftituted  in  its  Read 
the  following  draught : 

Decoft.  cort.  Peruv.  fort.  unc.  if. 

T.  cort.  Peruv.  Hux.  dr.  iii. 

01.  Juniper,  gut.  iv.  M.  ft.  hauftus,  meridie 
et  no£te  fumendus. 

From  the  time  of  taking  this  medicine,  his  ap¬ 
petite  was  immediately  reftored  ;  the  waters  no 
longer  increafed  on  the  intermediate  days,  and 
by  the  occafional  repetition  of  the  purge,  were 
ill  a  fhort  time  entirely  removed.  As  the  draught 
rather  occafioned  coftivenefs,  a  few  grains  of 
rhubarb  were  fometimes  joined  with  it ;  and  after 
the  waters  were  evacuated,  the  draught,  omitting 
the  ol.  Juniperi,  was  continued  for  fome  time. 
He  has  remained  in  perfect  health  ever  fince, 
except  now  and  then  a  languor,  for  which  he 
has  recourfe  to  the  fame  medicine,  and  never 
without  effect.  It  may  not  be  improper  to  ob- 
ferve,  that  fri&ions  of  the  legs  were  recommend¬ 
ed  in  this  and  the  fecond  cafe  ;  and  in  the  laft, 
of  the  abdomen  ;  together  with  abflinence  from 
liquids,  as  much  as  convenient,  in  them  all. 

Cafe  2d.  Mrs  F.  aged  44,  having  been  ex- 
pofed  to  the  rain  at  the  time  of  her  menfes,  they 
fuddenly  (topped.  Her  abdomen  immediately 
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began  to  fwell ;  and,  in  the  fpace  of  a  week, 
when  I  firfl  was  fent  for,  (Sept.  6.  1778,)  an 
anafarca  had  diffufed  itfelf  through  the  whole  fy- 
ftem,  to  a  great  degree  for  fo  fhort  a  time.  Her 
body  was  increased  above  fix  inches  in  circum¬ 
ference,  and  her  legs  to  twice  their  natural  fize. 
I  directed  for  her  a  draught  with  Eh  e  Scam- 
nion.  by  which  the  waters  were  greatly  dimi- 
nidied ;  but  in  two  days,  at  which  time  it  was 
repeated,  they  were  colle&ed  again  to  their  11- 
fual  quantity.  The  fecond  draught  did  not  agree 
fo  well  as  the  firfl ;  it  produced  more  pain,  and 
lefs  difcharge ;  neverthelefs  her  ftrength  was 
much  exhaufted,  as  her  ftomach  was  too  weak 
to  bear  any  animal  food  but  broth.  The  third 
draught  was  intended  to  be  given  at  three  days 
diftance ;  but  before  that  time,  fhe  was  feized 
with  fo  violent  a  pain  of  the  bowels,  that  an  ano¬ 
dyne  was  neceffary,  which  removed  it.  After 
waiting  a  few  days,  for  fear  of  too  great  irrita¬ 
tion,  I  changed  the  draftic  purge  for  one  of  a  le¬ 
nitive  kind,  as  inf.  Sense,  &c. 

After  taking  five  cathartics,  no  advantage 
could  be  perceived,  as  the  waters,  after  the  eva¬ 
cuation,  foon  increafed  again,  fo  that  we  almofl 
defpaired  of  fuccefs.  I  did  not  think  myfelf 
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warranted,  by  the  former  cafe,  to  give  the  bark 
in  this,  on  account  of  the  great  quantity  of  wa¬ 
ters,  till  I  had  tried  diuretics  with  the  ufual  cor¬ 
roborants,  as  inf.  amarum,  fal  tartari,  ol.  juni- 
peri,  &c. ;  but  after  giving  them  for  ten  days 

between  the  days  of  purging,  and  finding  no  o- 

/ 

ther  effect  but  that  of  raifing  a  fever,  I  ordered 
a  faline  mixture,  which  prefcntly  removed  it,  and 
afterwards  the  bark,  &c.  as  in  the  former  cafe. 
The  event  anfwered  my  wifhes ;  her  appetite  grew 
flrong ;  the  waters  no  longer  increafed ;  and, 
by  the  afiiftance  of  a  purge  now  and  then,  which 
(he  bore  well,  her  diforder  was  foon  removed, 
and  has  never  returned  fince. 

Cafe  3d.  Mrs  N*  who  had  feveral  children, 
fent  for  me  when  {he  thought  herfelf  in  the  fixth 
month  of  her  pregnancy,  and  defired  my  ad¬ 
vice  concerning  bleeding  ;  as,  although  Ihe 
believed  herfelf  to  be  with  child  ,  the  menfes 
regularly  appeared  in  a  fmall  quantity.  I  did 
not  find  the  lead  occafion  for  bleeding  ;  her 
pulfe  being  low,  and  every  thing  indicating  great 
relaxation;  and  1  expreifed  fome  doubt  of  her 
pregnancy  ;  but  (he  herfelf  feemed  pofitive  of  its 
reality,  from  her  regularly  increafing  in  fize  ;  and 
was  more  confirmed  in  it  as  it  advanced,  by 
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thinking  that  (he  frequently  felt  the  child  move, 
Her  labour  not  happening  when  the  ufual  term 
of  geftation  was  elapfed,  I  propofed  an  examina¬ 
tion,  to  afeertain  her  true  (late  ;  and  was  con¬ 
firmed  in  my  conjectures,  that  the  tumour  was  an 
hydrops  ovarii. 

I  directed  for  her,  (0£t.  29.  177 8,)  a  pur¬ 
ging  draught,  and  two  days  after  repeated  it ; 
then  gave  her  a  mixture  of  inf.  amarum,  fai 
tartari  and  ol.  juniperi  ;  as  I  wifhed  to  prove, 
by  a  fufficient  number  of  cafes,  whether  my  want 
of  fuccefs  before  with  that  medicine  was  owing 
to  its  inefficacy,  or  to  any  peculiarities  in  thofe- 
habits  where  it  had  been  made  ufe  of.  She  com*’ 
plained  that  it  occafioned  great  heat  in  her  fto- 
mach,  and  no  good  confequence  whatever  en- 
fued  to  recommend  its  continuance.  As*  fhe 
was  much  weakened  by  the  former  evacuations, 
the  cathartic  was  not  repeated  till  the  fourth 
day;  and  immediately  after,  I  diredted  a  mix¬ 
ture  of  the  ftrong  deception  of  bark,  Huxham’s 
tinedure  and  oil  of  juniper  ;  three  large  fpoon- 
fuls  to  be  taken  noon  and  night,  on  the  inter¬ 
mediate  days.  The  cathartics  were  repeated 
every  four  or  five  days  ;  and  to  remove  coftive- 
fiefs,  two  pills  at  night  occafionally,  of  equal 
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parts  of  pil.  coccise,  and  pil.  rufi.  Before  the 
end  of  December,  the  tumour  was  perfectly  re¬ 
moved,  and  her  ftrength  almoft  eftabliihed. 
prom  the  time  flie  began  the  bark,  (he  fupported 
the  evacuations  with  eafe,  and  the  tumour  never 

‘  •  *  4  •  *  ’  ■  4  ,  .  j  -  •  .  !  ^ 

increafed  ;  but  did  not  fubfide  very  perceptibly, 

t  <  \  *  j» 

unlefs  from  the  cathartics.  The  pills  were  con¬ 
tinued  for  fome  time  to  remedy  coftivenefs, 
which  went  off  as  her  ftrength  was,  by  exercife, 
more  reftored.  Her  complaint  has  not  fince  re¬ 
turned,  and  fhe  is  now  advanced  near  feven 
months  in  pregnancy. 

<*  . ,  .. 

The  inferences  I  would  draw  from  thefe  ob- 
fervations,  are,  ij$9  That  in  dropfies,  where  no 
particular  fymptom,  as  inflammation  of  the  vif- 
cera,  &c.  forbids  it,  we  ought  early  to  interpofe 
bracing  medicines,  between  the  ufe  of  cathartics : 
And,  2^/y,  That  for  that  intention,  no  medicine 
is  equal  to  the  Peruvian  bark. 
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An  Obfervation  on  opening  the  Abdomen  and  Tho¬ 
rax  of  a  young  Lady>  who  died  after  a  very 
fhort  illnefs  ;  communicated  to  Dr  Duncan,  by  Mr 
Richard  Paxton,  Surgeon  at  Maldon  in  EJfex . 

A  Lady,  in  the  23d  year  of  her  age,  of  a 
delicate  frame  of  body  and  weakly  con- 
ftitution,  had,  for  two  years  paft,  complained  of 
a  flight  pain  on  the  right  fide  of  the  thorax,  at¬ 
tended  with  fome  reftri&ion  in  breathing  and  a 

*t 

tickling  cough ;  which  fymptoms  rendered  her 
extremely  averfe  to  any  kind  of  exercife.  A- 
bout  the  latter  end  of  Auguft  1780,  fhe  was 
feized  with  the  fymptoms  of  an  autumnal  remit¬ 
tent,  then  prevailing  in  the  neighbourhood, 
which  readily  yielded  to  the  ufual  treatment  in 
thefe  cafes. 

The  firfl  fymptoms,  however,  {till  attended 
her  ;  the  pain  in  the  fide,  and  reftri&ion  in  brea¬ 
thing,  rather  increafing  till  the  15th  of  Decem¬ 
ber  \  on  the  noon  of  which  day,  I  was  again  cal¬ 
led,  and  found  her  laid  on  bed  with  the  follow¬ 
ing  complaints :  Debilitated  quick  pulfe,  chill- 
nefs  even  to  {hivering,  together  with  acute  pain 
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on  the  right  fide,  or,  as  fhe  expreffed  it,  below 
the  fhoulder,  and  bilious  vomiting.  They  told 
me,  that  as  fhe  was  fitting  at  her  needle-work  in 
her  chamber,  to  which  fhe  had  retired  after 
breakfaft,  fhe  felt,  and  even  heard,  fomething 
give  a  violent  fnap  within  her  breaft,  in  that 
part  where  fhe  now  defcribed  the  pain  to  be. 
Her  mother  going  into  the  room  foon  after,  fhe 
exclaimed  to  her,  fhe  fhould  die.  I  begged  fhe 

might  be  undreffed,  and  go  into  her  naked  bed ; 

\ 

which  was  done,  andfent  her  over  a  faline  julep, 
meaning  to  vifit  her  again  in  two  or  three  hours ; 
but  ere  that  time  was  elapfed,  her  father  came  for 
me,  and  I  found  her  flomach  reje&ing  every 
thing  fhe  fwallowed,  and  every  fymptom  exafpe- 
rated.  I  confeffed  myfelf  totally  at  a  lofs  for  the 
caufe  of  the  appearances ;  but  being  fully  fatis* 
fied  of  her  imminent  danger,  intreated  a  phyfi- 
cian  might  be  fent  for,  which  was  inftantly  a* 
greed  upon  ;  and  Dr  Steele  from  Witham  faw 
her  about  feven  o’clock  in  the  evening.  By  his 
dire&ion  fhe  was  bled  to  the  amount  of  12  oun¬ 
ces,  a  bUffer  was  applied  to  the  fide,  &c. 

The  fymptoms  then  were,  in  the  Dodlor’s 
own  words,  c<  Difficult  refpiration,  acute  pain  in 
the  right  fide  juft  below  the  breaft,  pulfe  fre- 
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u  quent  and  opprefled,  increafed  heat,  frequent 
u  bilous  retchings,  countenance  uncommonly 
u  anxious  ;  What  was  very  remarkable,  the 
ct  pulfe  not  at  all  freer  from  the  liberal  venefec- 
44  tion,  though  the  refpiration  a  little  relieved. 
44  My  idea  of  the  cafe  at  the  time  was  its  being 
44  a  formal  pleuritic  attack.”  She  paflfed  a  pain¬ 
ful  night  wichout  the  mitigation  of  any  one  fymp- 
tom.  On  the  morning  of  next  day,  the  Doftor 
found  her  pulfe  44  fcarcely  perceptible,  and  un- 
44  commonly  quick,  continual  rigours  and  vomit* 
<c  ings,  cold  clammy  fweat,  &c.  complained  of 
44  intolerable  ficknefs,  and  pain  only  near  the  pit 
44  of  the  Horn  a  eh,  with  a  fenfe  of  load  and  op-* 
44  predion  there.”  She  died  at  two  o’clock  that 
day,  or  about  28  hours  from  the  time  of  thq 
feizure.  , 

Next  day,  having  obtained  leave  to  open  the 
body,  it  was  performed  the  fame  evening  in  pre- 
fence  of,  and  with  the  affiftance  of  three  other 
furgeons. 

The  abdomen  being  much  diftended,  appa¬ 
rently  by  fome  fluid,  a  perforation  was  made  in¬ 
to  it  with  a  trocar  in  the  ufual  place  of  tapping 
for  an  afcites ;  by  which,  however,  nothing  but 
air  was  let  out* 

The 
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The  abdomen  was  then  opened  in  the  ufual 
manner,  when  the  ftomach  and  inteftines  appear¬ 
ed  greatly  dhtended  ;  which  diftenfion  ceafed 
upon  letting  out  the  air  contained  in  them.  The 
ftomach,  liver,  gall-bladder,  and  inteftines,  in 
every  other  refpeft  exhibited  a  moil  healthy  ap¬ 
pearance;  and  no  obftru&ion  whatever  was  found 
in  the  galhduds,  or  any  extravafation  in  the  cavity 
of  the  abdomen.  .  '  ' 

The  thorax  was  then  opened,  the  right  cavity 
of  which  was  found  to  contain  more  than  three 
pints  of  reddifh  water,  with  two  cyfts  detached 
and  floating  therein  ;  one  of  the  cyfts  ruptured, 
but  not  quite  emptied  of  its  fluid.  The  right 
lobe  of  the  lungs  was  much  comprefled,  fo  as  to 
occupy  but  a  trifling  part  of  the  cavity.  The 
left  lobe,  the  heart,  and  all  other  parts  which  we 
examined,  were  in  a  perfectly  found  ftate  ;  and 
what  is  very  remarkable,  not  the  leaft  adhefion 
was  found  in  either  cavity. 

As  Dr  Steele  had  exprefled  an  earned:  wifh 
for  the  direction,  I  tranfrnitted  the  account  to 
him  by  the  earlieft  opportunity,  and  fome  time 
after  received  the  following  : 

tf  Dear  Sir,  I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for 
sc  communicating  fo  immediately  the  particulars 
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“  of  the  diffe&ion,  which,  though  it  throws  fome 
“  light  on  the  immediate  caufe  of  our  patient's 
“  death,  enables  us  to  fay  little  what  might  have 
<c  been  done  to  prevent  it.  One  means  only  fug- 
tc  gefts  itfelf  to  me,  and  that  from  the  fhort  pe- 
<c  riod  between  the  attack  and  clofe  of  the  fcene, 
<c  a  doubtful  one.  The  effufion  into  the  right 
tc  cavity  of  the  thorax  afcertained.  Would  an 
C6  opening  between  the  ribs  into  a  depending 
“  part  of  that  cavity,  have  mitigated  the  fymp- 
“  toms,  or  faved  life  ?” 
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Medical  News. 

9 

> 

THE  new  operation  of  cutting  the  fymphyfis  of 
the  pubes ,  having  greatly  divided  the  opi¬ 
nions  of  medical  profeffors  in  different  parts  of 
Europe,  we  prefume  the  following  abftrad  from 
the  fecond  volume  of  Dr  Leake’s  lafl  edition  of 
Practical  Obfervations  on  the  Acute  Difeafes  of 
Women,  cannot  fail  of  being  acceptable  to  ma¬ 
ny  of  our  readers  ;  efpecially  as  the  fubjed  is 
interefling,  and  the  Author  feems  to  have  en¬ 
tered  candidly  and  minutely  into  a  difcuffion  of 
the  principal  circumftances  for  and  againft  that 
operation.  Dr  Leake  introduces  this  fubjed  in 
the  following  manner . 

The  fedion  of  the  pubes,  firft  propofed  by  M. 
Sigault  in  his  Thefts  at  Angiers,  and  afterwards 

by 
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by  him  fuccefsfully  performed  on  the  living  bo- 
dy  at  Paris,  Sept.  2.  1777,  having  lately  much 
engaged  the  attention  of  Medical  Gentlemen,  I 
lhall  beg  leave  to  offer  fome  general  animadver- 
fions  on  that  new  and  extraordinary  operation  ; 
particularly  as  M.  Le  Roy,  Profeffor  of  Midwife- 

i 

ry,  and  Dodor-regent  of  the  Faculty  of  Phy- 
fic  at  Paris,  who  afliffed  him  in  the  performance 
of  it,  was  pleafed  to  honour  me  with  a  letter  and 
his  Treatife  on  that  fubjed  ;  and  as  M.  Poignand 
the  tranflator  has  thought  fit  to  addrefs  it  to  me* 
M.  Sigault  defcribes  the  fedion  of  the  pubes, 
and  propofes  it;  as  a  fubftitute  for  the  Casfarian 
operation  ;  the  propriety  of  which,  as  well  as  the 
objedions  brought  againfl  it,  I  am  defirous  to 
examine  with  attention  and  candour ;  for  little 
advantage  can  arife  from  opinions,  where  men 
rather  contend  for  fuperiority  than  truth.  The 
fpirit  of  enquiry  is  only  commendable  when  it 
is  exerted  for  the  improvement  of  fcience,  and 
folely  direded  for  the  public  good.  But  al¬ 
though  I  am  inclined  to  think  favourably  of  this 
operation,  for  reafons  hereafter  afligncd,  I  know 
that  nothing  but  time  and  future  experience  can 
fufficiently  determine  whether  it  ought  to  be  re- 
jeded  or  adopted. 

The 


The  ftruCture  of  the  parts  on  which  this  ope* 
ration  is  to  be  performed,  being  perfectly  known 
to  every  medical  reader,  their  defcription,  as 
well  as  that  of  the  operation  itfelf,  would  be  un* 
neceffary,  efpecially  as  the  laft  is  circumftantially 
fet  down  in  M.  Le  Roy’s  trad,  entitled,  Practi¬ 
cal  Enquiries  on  the  Sedion  of  the  Pubes,  to 
which  I  mult  refer  him. 

The  following  are  the  objections  to  this  new 
operation.  ift9  That  the  cartilage  at  the  fym- 
phyfis  of  the  pubes,  may  happen  to  be  offified, 
which  would  prevent  its  divifion  by  the  knife. 
zdly9  That  the  neck  of  the  bladder  may  be 
wounded.  3 dly.  That  the  fpace  gained  by  the 
feCtion  of  the  pubes,  may  not,  in  a  narrow  pel¬ 
vis,  be  fufficient  to  allow  the  child’s  head  to  de- 
fcend  through  the  cavity.  4 thly9  That  the  union 
of  the  cartilage  may  not  be  affected.  And  lqftly9 
That  the  internal  pofterior  ligaments,  uniting 

the  facrum  and  ilia,  may  be  torn  afunder,  by  di- 

/ 

viding  the  bones  of  the  pubes. 

In  anfwer  to  the  preceding  objections,  ift9  It 
may  be  remarked,  that  cartilage  being  a  fub- 
ftance  effentially  diffmCtfrom  bone,  is  never  found 
offified  except  in  a  preternatural  hate,  or  in  old 
age,  after  the  time  of  child-bearing  is  paft,  and 
Vol.  VIII,  G  where 
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where  there  could  be  no  occafion  for  the  opera¬ 
tion. 

2 dly9  The  neck  of  the  bladder  being  only 
{lightly  attached  to  the  fymphyfis  of  the  pubes, 
by  cellular  membrane,  and  not  in  clofe  union 
with  the  cartilage,  there  never  can  be  the  leafl 
danger  of  wounding  it,  unlefs  the  operator  is 
unfkilful  and  ignorant  of  the  ftrufture  and  fitua- 
tion  of  the  parts. 

3 dly,  The  fpace  only  of  one  inch  gained  by 
M.  Sigault  from  the  fe&ion  of  the  pubes,  on  the 
dead  body,  does  not  appear  fufficient  to  enlarge 
the  bony  paffage  for  the  exit  of  a  child’s  head, 
in  a  pelvis  uncommonly  narrow  ;  but  in  the  cafe 
of  Mrs  Brafier,  M.  Le  Roy  found  a  feparation 
of  two  inches  and  a  half.  And  as  the  cafe  at  the 
Wefhninfter  Lying-in  Hofpital  affords  inconte- 
flable  proof,  that  after  the  fe£tion  of  the  carti¬ 
lage,  the  bones  of  the  pubes,  without  violence, 
receded  from  each  other  full  two  inches  and  an 
eight,  I  have  no  doubt  but  fo  much  additional 
fpace  would  in  general  be  fufficient  to  let  the: 
child’s  head  pafs,  even  in  a  pelvis  fo  preterna- 
rurally  narrow,  that  no  other  means  but  the  Cse- 
farian  operation  could  be  devifed  for  its  birth. 
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Of  all  the  caufes  of  difficult  labour,  the  mod 
frequent  and  invincible  objedion  to  child-birth  is 
that  of  a  narrow  or  didorted  pelvis  ;  to  remedy 
which,  the  fedion  of  the  pubes  feems  more  pe¬ 
culiarly  adapted ;  but  here  we  are  told  by  fome, 
that  although  the  long  axis  of  the  pelvis  may 
from  thence  be  extended  from  fide  to  fide,  its 
fhorted  diameter  from  facrum  to  pubes,  where 
additional  fpace  is  mod  wanted,  will  not  be  in- 
creafed  in  the  fame  proportion,  and  therefore  the 
operation  cannot  avail.  This  indeed,  at  fird 
fight,  looks  like  a  fpecious  objedion,  which,  if 
not  thoroughly  examined,  might  greatly  depre¬ 
ciate  the  merit  and  advantages  of  the  new  opera¬ 
tion.  I  {hall,  therefore,  beg  the  reader’s  attention 
to  the  following  circumdances,  which  if  clearly 
underdood,  I  prefuine  will  difprove  and  totally  fet 
afide  what  has  fo  plaufibly  been  alleged  againd 
it.  By  the  fedion  of  the  pubes,  it  is  now  gene¬ 
rally  allowed,  even  by  its  opponents,  that  the 
fpace  gained  by  the  aperture  between  the  divided 
bones,  is  nearly  two  inches  and  a  half,  even  in 
the  dead  body,  where  the  parts  are  cold  and  ri¬ 
gid,  and  confequently  lefs  yielding  than  in  a  li¬ 
ving  date.  It  will  therefore  follow,  that  as 
much  of  the  occiput  or  hind-head  as  is  protru- 
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ded  into  an  aperture  at  the  pubes  of  two  inches 
and  a  half ;  fo  much  precifely  will  be  the  fpace 
gained  by  this  operation,  and  fuperadded  to  the 
fliort  axis  of  the  pelvis,  from  facrum  to  pubes ; 
and  fmce  the  child’s  hind-head,  prefenting  at  the 
fymphyfis,  is  much  fmaller  in  diameter  than  the 
head  itfelf,  fo  much  greater  will  be  its  projec¬ 
tion  into  the  aperture  ;  and  therefore  the  fpace 
gained  from  facrum  to  pubes  will  be  equal  to 
the  enlargement  of  the  pelvis  from  fide  to  fide ; 
which  is  the  circumftance  here  contended  for, 
and  what,  we  prefume,  is  fully  proved,  contrary 
to  the  alfertion  of  thofe  who  have  oppofed  the 
new  operation. 

4 thly,  From  the  obfervations  and  unqueftion- 
able  authority  of  Petit  and  De  La  Faye,  we  are 
affured,  that  cartilages  will  as  firmly  unite  after 
divifion,  as  bones  after  a  fraclure.  But,  to  put 
this  matter  out  of  all  doubt,  Dr  Camper,  a  Dutch 
phyfician,  made  experiments  upon  a  quadruped^ 
by  cutting  through  the  cartilage  of  the  pubes, 
and  after  differing  the  parts,  he  found  they  were 
firmly  united. 

Laftly^  Refpecling  the  pretended  laceration  of 
the  internal  poilerior  ligaments  of  the  pelvis  uni¬ 
ting  the  facrum  to  the  ilia,  I  muft  refer  to  the 
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cafe  at  the  Weftminfter  Hofpital,  already  recited, 
where  the  fedion  of  the  pubes  was  made  in  the 
prefence  of  1 6  Medical  Gentlemen,  and  where, 
notwithftanding  the  fpace  gained  was  two  inches 
and  an  eighth,  no  laceration,  or  the  lead  marks 
of  violence,  appeared ;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
thofe  ligaments  were  found  perfedly  firm,  and 
in  their  natural  hate.  If  fo  much  fpace  could 
be  obtained  without  laceration  in  the  dead  body, 
where  the  fibres  were  cold  and  rigid,  and  their 
cohefion  confiderably  weakened  by  natural  ten¬ 
dency  to  diffolution ;  how  much  greater  fpace 
might  reafonably  have  been  expeded  in  the  li¬ 
ving  fubjed,  where  the  folids  are  more  foft  and 
yielding  ? 

Let  us  now  take  a  comparative  view  of  the 
Csefarian  operation,  for  the  fuccefs  of  which 
Rouffetus  contends  with  fo  much  zeal ;  whilft 
Marchant  condemns  it  as  highly  dangerous,  and 
informs  us,  that  Pare,  Guillemeau,  Viard,  and 
others  of  the  firfl  rank  in  their  profefiion,  found 
this  operation  extremely  unfuccefsful. 

In  the  4th  volume  of  the  London  Medical  Ob- 
fervations,  may  be  found  a  cafe  of  Cmfarian  ope¬ 
ration  accurately  related,  and  the  only  inftance 
that  I  know  of,  where  it  was  performed  upon 
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the  living  body,  in  this  great  city,  for  upwards 
of  a  century  paft •  From  this  cafe,  as  one  which 
may  be  depended  upon,  1  have  tranfcribed  the 
following  particulars,  being  the  leading  circum- 
ftances,  and  moll  material  practical  fafts  relative 
to  the  nature  and  event  of  that  operation. 

The  Ctefarian  operation  was  performed  on 
Martha  Rhodes,  061.  21.  1769,  by  Mr  Thorn- 
Ton,  furgeon  to  the  London  Hofpital,  who  in¬ 
forms  us,  that  the  patient  did  not  lofe  more  than 
four  ounces  of  blood,  though  Ihe  died  about  five 
hours  after.  The  body  being  opened,  grumous 
blood,  which  was  computed  to  weigh  about  20 
ounces,  was  found  on  the  furface  of  the  omen¬ 
tum  and  uterus.  The  cavity  of  the  womb  alfo 
contained  blood  ;  fo  that  the  whole  quantity  of 
this  vital  fluid  loll  by  the  operation  was  allowed 
to  be  30  ounces.  Mr  Thomfon  fays,  it  is  well 
known,  that  in  natural  labours  the  difcharge  of 
blood  will  often  much  exceed  that  quantity  ;  and 
therefore  feems  at  a  lofs  to  form  a  judgment 
what  might  have  been  the  immediate  caufe  of 
this  patient’s  hidden  death. 

From  this  laft  opinion  I  mud  beg  leave  to  dif¬ 
fer  ;  but  even  admitting  the  quantity  of  blood 
difcharged  in  a  natural  labour  to  be  confiderable, 

as! 


as  it  fometimes  is,  the  danger  fhould  not  be  efti- 
mated  (imply  by  its  quantity,  but  by  the  (hort 
fpace  of  time  in  which  it  is  difcharged,  as  well  as 
the  nature  of  the  blood  itfelf,  and  the  fource 
from  which  it  is  derived. 

After  delivery,  the  blood  is  very  (lowly  eva¬ 
cuated  from  the  innumerable  fmall  veffels  pro¬ 
ceeding  from  the  womb,  and  entering  the  cellu¬ 
lar  fubdance  of  the  placenta,  for  the  immediate 
fervice  of  the  child  ;  refpe&ing  the  mother,  this 
blood  may  therefore  be  looked  upon  as  redun¬ 
dant,  and  not  edential  to  the  fupport  of  her  own 
body.  On  the  contrary,  in  the  Csefarian  feftion, 
where  the  large  dilated  arteries  and  veins  of  the 
womb  are  divided,  and  30  ounces  of  vital  blood, 
and  that  merely  maternal,  fuddenly  gu(hes  forth 
in  a  full  dream,  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  fo 
powerful  a  check  to  the  circulation,  may  fufpend 
the  heart’s  motion,  and  prove  the  immediate 
caufe  of  the  patient’s  death,  by  producing  a  mor¬ 
tal  fyncope  ;  particularly  when  we  confider,  that 
the  hypogadric  arteries  entering  the  uterus,  pro¬ 
ceed  from  large  branches  of  the  aorta,  through 
which  the  blood  circulates  v/ith  extreme  velo- 
city. 
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But  could  we  fuppofe  the  patient  might  efcape 
a  mortal  hsemorrhage  after  this  operation,  would 
not  the  large  quantity  of  grumous  blood  extra- 
vafated  in  the  cavity  of  the  belly,  from  which  it 
could  not  be  evacuated,  corrupt  and  deftroy  the. 
contiguous  vital  parts,  and  prove  the  remote 
caufe  of  her  death  ? 

The  fedion  of  the  pubes,  which  allows  the 
child  to  be  born  by  the  natural  paifage,  carries 
not  with  it  thofe  ideas  of  cruelty  which  attend 
the  Caefarian  operation,  where  the  patient  is,  as 
it  were  embowelled  alive.  No  formidable  ap¬ 
paratus  is  necelfary ;  the  fedion  being  made 

with  expedition,  and  without  pain  or  danger ; 
no  blood-vdfel,  nerve,  or  other  parts  effential  to 
life,  are  wounded  ;  thefe  divided,  being  only  fkin, 
cellular  membrane  and  infenfible  cartilage,  from 
which  neither  hsemorrhage,  nor  fymptomatic  fe¬ 
ver,  are  to  be  apprehended, 

Thefe  are  my  reafons  for  preferring  the  new 
operation,  by  which  the  mother  and  child  may 
probably  both  be  faved  ;  but  where  the  mother 
at  lead,  to  whofe  fafety  our  principal  attention 
{houid  be  direded,  would  generally  be  loft  by 
the  Csefarian  feed  on.  *1 

To 
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To  thofe  who  vaguely  give  it  as  their  opinion, 
that  this  operation  will  not  fucceed,  the  anfwer 
is  fhort ;  it  has  already  fucceeded,  and  therefore 
it  may  again  fucceed,  particularly  with  fuch  as 
are  difpofed  to  give  it  a  fair  and  judicious  trial. 

M.  Le  Roy  gives  feveral  examples  of  its  fuc- 
cefs.  M.  Defpree,  furgeon  in  Brittany,  per¬ 
formed  the  fe&ion  of  the  pubes  with  happy  event 
in  1778  :  And  Monf.  de  Lambon,  firfh  furgeon 
to  the  Dutchefs  of  Lorraine,  in  a  letter  to  Monf. 
de  Brambilla,  lately  publifhed  at  Mons,  informs 
him,  that  he  had  performed  the  fe&ion  of  the 
pubes  on  two  patients  with  fuccefs ;  one  of  which 
fubmitted  to  the  operation  twice,  and  is  now  in 
perfect  health,  as  well  as  her  child,  of  which  fhe 
was  happily  delivered  by  the  fecond  operation. 

My  ingenious  friend,  Dr  Haufman  of  Brunf- 
wick,  who  did  me  the  honour  to  number  him- 
felf  among  my  pupils,  aSfo  obliged  me  with  a 
manufcript  account  of  this  operation  fuccefsfully 
performed  by  Profdfor  Siebold. 

To  conclude,  refpe&ing  the  cafe  of  Mrs  Sou- 
chot,  upon  whom  the  fe&ion  of  the  pubes  was 
firft  performed  by  M.  Sigault,  fuch  was  the  e- 
vent,  that  both  the  mother  and  child  were  pre- 
ferved ;  the  circumftanees  appeared  fo  extraor¬ 
dinary, 
-*  * 
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dinary,  that  Commiffioners  were  appointed  by 
the  Medical  Faculty  of  Paris,  to  examine  into 
the  date  of  the  cafe,  and  fuccefs  attending  it ;  in 
confequence  of  which,  the  honour  of  prize  me¬ 
dals  was  conferred  on  M.  Sigault,  as  well  as  M. 
Le  Roy,  who  afTifted  him  in  the  operation.” 

To  this  Work  of  Dr  Leake,  which  is  dedica¬ 
ted  to  the  Queen,  and  which  has  been  tranflated 
into  the  French  and  German  languages,  is  now 
prefixed  a  portrait  of  the  Author.  It  contains 
alfo  additional  obfervations  on  the  ufe  of  cam¬ 
phor  in  child-bed  fevers ;  and  an  account  of  a 
new  and  fuccefsfui  method  of  treating  uterine 
ha^morrhagies.  Of  thefe  we  propofe  to  give  fome 
account  in  a  future  number. 

To  thefe  obfervations  on  the  fe&ion  of  the 
fymphyfis  pubis,  we  may  alfo  add,  that  it  has  of 
late  been  fuccefsfully  performed  in  Spain,  by 
Signor  Canivel,  Surgeon  Major  to  the  naval  ho- 
fpital  at  Cadiz. 

( 

%  *  %  ^ 

I  .  i 

The  following  account  of  the  fuccefsfui  treat¬ 
ment  of  the  Hydrocephalus  Internus,  by  means 
of  the  Vapour  Bath,  is  extracted  from  a  letter 
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written  by  Dr  A.  Hunter,  Phyfician  at  York,  to 
Dr  Will.  Hunter,  Phyfician  to  the  Queen. 

cc  A  child,  in  the  third  year  of  its  age,  was 
afflicted  with  the  hydrocephalus  internus  in  a 
moft  alarming  degree ;  and  as  various  remedies 
had  been  unfuccefsfully  ufed,  a  trial  of  the  Va- 
pour  Bath  was  at  laft  recommended,  not  from 
any  juft  reafoning  upon  the  cafe,  but  rather  from 
a  defire  to  cultivate  a  forlorn  hope.  Not  being 
at  that  time  much  acquainted  with  the  nature  of 
the  Vapour  Bath,  I  gave  it  as  my  opinion,  that 
the  operation  would  prove  fatal  to  the  child, 
imagining,  that  the  fudden  rarefa&ion  of  the 
fluids  would  increafe  the  preffure  upon  the  brain, 
already  difeafed  by  accumulated  weight.  But 
when  I  found  that  the  friends  of  the  child  had 
determined  upon  the  trial,  I  fubmitted  my  judg¬ 
ment  to  their  refolution  *,  and  the  child  was  ac¬ 
cordingly  placed  in  the  fumigating  chair,  with 
anxious  fears  on  my  part.  The  firfh  operation 
was  continued  for  the  fpace  of  feven  minutes  ; 
and,  as  the  child  bore  it  well,  and  feemed  rather 
better  on  the  fucceeding  day,  I  felt  myfelf  en¬ 
couraged  in  the  profecution  of  the  fumigation. 
I  accordingly  recommended  it  to  be  continued 
every  other  day ;  and,  at  the  expiration  of  20 
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days,  I  fpeak  it  with  aftonifhment !  every  fymp- 
tom  was  diminifhed.  The  child  could  then  view 
obje&s  with  pleafurable  attention  ;  could  articu¬ 
late  a  few  words,  and,  with  a  little  afliftance, 
could  walk  acrofs  the  room ;  whereas,  before 
the  fumigation,  it  had  loft  its  fpeech,  its  eyes 
wandered  without  deftgn,  its  apprehenfion  was 
aim  oft  annihilated,  and  its  limbs  were  unable  to 
fupport  the  weight  of  its  body.  The  cure  being 
performed  in  the  fpring,  I  recommended  fea- 
bathing  during  the  fummer  months,  which  ful¬ 
ly  anfwered  the  purpofe  of  giving  additional 
ftrength.  And  here  it  will  be  neceflary  to  ob- 
ferve,  that  feven  grains  of  Peruvian  bark,  given 
twice  a-day,  was  the  only  medicine  prefcribed 
during  the  courfe  of  fumigation  ;  and  that  was 
exhibited  with  a  view  to  increafe  the  abforption 
of  the  extravafated  fluid. 

The  Vapour  Bath,  when  highly  impregnated 
with  ftimulating  aromatics,  occafions  a  fudden 
rednefs  of  the  fkin  ;  a  temporary  fever  is  brought 
on,  and  a  copious  perfpiration  is  produced,  which 
ufually  terminates  as  foon  as  the  patient  is  dref- 
fed.  From  thefe  appearances,  we  may  rational¬ 
ly  account  for  the  abforption  of  water  preterna- 
turaily  collected  in  the  ventricles  of  the  brain. 

This 
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This  being  a  folitary  cafe,  we  mud  not  give 
our  hopes  too  much  indulgence  :  Let  it,  there¬ 
fore,  only  be  confidered  as  fair  ground  for  future 
experiment.  I  could  Jay  a  great  deal  in  favour 
of  the  Vapour  Bath,  in  the  cure  of  a  variety  of 
difeafes,  having,  fince  the  above  cafe,  had  a  con- 
fiderable  degree  of  experience  in  that  mode  of 
practice  :  But,  as  I  wifh  to  confine  this  letter  to 
the  fuccefsful  treatment  of  the  hydrocephalus  in- 
ternus,  I  fhall  leave  the  fubject  for  the  prefent, 
and  content  myfelf  with  the  general  recommen¬ 
dation  of  a  practice  that  feems  to  deferve  our  fe- 
rious  attention.” 


#  %  ^  & 

Some  Gentlemen,  at  Stockholm  in  Sweden, 
have  lately  begun  to  publifh  a  Medical  Journal, 
to  which  they  have  given  the  name  of  Weckojkrift 
for  Lakare  och  Nciturforjkare ,  i.  e.  Weekly  Pa¬ 
pers  for  Phyficians  and  Naturaliffs.  The  Editors 
have  propofed  to  confine  themfelves  as  much  as 
poflible  to  Swedifh  Medical  and  Phiiofophical 
difcoveries ;  yet,  as  thefe  will  probably  not  afford 
fufficient  materials  for  a  weekly  number,  they 
propofe  alfo  to  pay  attention  to  the  mod  intend¬ 
ing  foreign  publications. 


A 


no 


M  E  D  1  C  A 


A  fimilar  Work  is  likewife  publifhed  at  Got- 
tenburg  in  Sweden,  and  one  number  comes  out 
every  month,  under  the  title  of  Samling  af  Kon 

I  . 

och  Uptackter ,  i.  e.  A  Collection  of  Experiments 
and  Difcoveries.  The  Editors  of  this  Work 
have  adopted  a  very  extenfive  plan ;  comprehend¬ 
ing  not  only  Phyfic,  Surgery,  Chemiftry,  and 
Natural  Hiftory,  but  alfo  Oeconomy,  Agricul- 
ture,  Trade,  Manufactures,  &c .  together  with 
Biographical  Accounts  of  eminent  Literary  Men. 
We  are  informed  in  the  preface,  that  although 
the  Editors  propofe  chiefly  to  publifh  thofe  new 
difcoveries  that  are  made  in  foreign  countries  in 
the  practical  fciences,  yet  they  cannot  but  like¬ 
wife  leave  room  for  their  native  literary  produc¬ 
tions.  They  have  alfo  made  it  a  facred  rule, 
never  to  let  any  indecent  criticifm  or  perfonality 
enter  their  publications. 

From  thefe  two  fources  we  hope,  from  time  to 
time,  to  be  enabled  to  communicate  to  our  read¬ 
ers,  important  difcoveries  in  various  branches  of 
Medical  Literature,  particularly  in  Chemiflry, 
which  has  of  late  been  cultivated  in  Sweden  with 
no  lefs  afliduity  than  fuccefs® 


On 
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*  *  *  * 

On  the  29th  of  November  1780,  died  at  Ley- 
den,  in  the  76th  year  of  his  age,  Hieronymus 
David  Gaubius,firft  Phyfician  to  the  Stadholder, 

and  Member  of  many  of  the  moft  eminent  learned 

» 

Societies  in  Europe.  Dr  Gaubius  ftudied  under 
the  illuftrious  Boerhaave;  and  from  diffmguifh- 
ing  marks  of  genius  and  induftry,  became  fo 
much  the  favourite  of  his  Profeffor,  that  he  re- 
figned  the  Chemical  Chair  in  his  behalf,  from 
the  conviction  that  no  one  was  better  fitted  to 
fupport  the  credit  of  the  Univerfity.  Dr  Gau¬ 
bius  taught  at  Leyden  with  deferved  applaufe, 
for  the  fpaceof  40  years.  But,  in  the  year  1775, 
he  retired  from  the  laborious  duties  of  an  office, 
to  which  his  advanced  age  was  but  iil-fuited,  to 
make  way  for  the  prefent  eminent  Profeffor, 
John  David  Hahn,  then  Profeffor  at  Utrecht. 
The  high  reputation  which  he  acquired  in  his 
own  country  as  a  fkilful  practitioner,  and  an  in- 
ftruCtive  teacher,  was  extended  over  all  Europe 
by  feveral  valuable  publications  ;  particularly  by 
his  Inftitutiones  Pathologic  Medicinalis,  and  his 
Adverfaria,  which  have  contributed  not  a  little 
to  the  improvement,  both  of  the  Theory  and 
PraClice  of  Medicine. 
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On  the  6th  of  December  1780,  Jofeph  Lieu- 
taud,  Counfellor  of  State,  and  firffc  Phyfician  at 
the  Court  of  France,  died  at  Verfailles,  in  the 
78th  year  of  his  age.  Mr  Lieutaud  was  born  at 
Aix  in  Provence,  and  redded  principally  there, 
till  he  took  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine. 
After  this  he  profecuted  his  ftudies  for  fome 
years  at  Montpelier.  He  returned  to  Aix, 
where  he  foon  acquired  extenfive  pra&ice,  and 
became  eminent  for  literary  abilities.  There  he 
redded  till  the  year  1750,  when  he  was  invited 
to  act  as  Phyfician  to  the  Royal  Infirmary  at 
Verfailles.  There  he  pra&ifed  with  fuch  reputa¬ 
tion  and  fuccefs,  that  he  foon  arrived  at  the  head 
of  his  profeffion ;  and,  in  the  year  1774,  upon 

the  death  of  Mr  Senac,  he  was  appointed  Archi- 

* 

ater.  His  extenfive  engagements  in  practice  did 
not  prevent  him  from  cultivating  the  Science  of 
Medicine  in  all  its  branches,  and  from  freely 
communicating  to  others  the  refult  of  his  own 
ftudies.  He  publifhed,  during  his  lifetime,  many 
valuable  works.  Among  thefe  we  may  mention 
the  following,  which  have  eftablifhed  his  reputa¬ 
tion  while  alive,  and  which  will  tranfmit  his  fame 
to  lateft  pofterity. 

1* 
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1.  Elementa  Phyfiologiae. 

2.  Precis  de  la  Medicine  Pratique. 

3.  Precis  de  la  Matiere  Medicale. 

4.  Elfais  Anatomique. 

5.  Synopfis  Univerfae  Praxeos  Medicae. 

6.  Hiftoria  Anatomico-Medica. 

*  *  %  % 

\ 

While  we  thus  mention  the  death  of  two  emi¬ 
nent  Phyficians,  the  fruits  of  whofe  labours  the 
world  have  had  a  full  opportunity  of  enjoying  ; 
we  cannot,  without  regret,  take  notice  of  the  lofs 
of  an  ingenious  young  Anatornift,  Mr  Andrew 
Blackall,  who  lately  died  at  Briltoi  hot-wells,  in 
the  27th  year  of  his  age.  To  more  than  ordi¬ 
nary  natural  abilities,  Mr  Blackall  fuperadded 
fmguiar  induflry.  After  profecuting  the  (Indy 
of  his  profeffion  at  London,  Edinburgh,  and  Pa¬ 
ris,  he  fettled  in  Dublin,  his  native  city.  There 
his  attention  and  abilities  procured  him  the 
friendfhip  and  patronage  of  Drs  Cleghorn, 
McBride,  Purcell,  and  many  others,  who  were 
happy  to  have  an  opportunity  of  patronizing  fin- 
gular  merit.  His  ambition,  however,  prompted 
him  to  aim  at  higher  objedts  than  he  thought 
could  be  obtained  in  Dublin.  And,  on  a  va¬ 
cancy  in  an  anatomical  theatre  in  London,  by 
Vol.  VIII.  H  the 
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the  death  of  Mr  Magnus  Falconer,  he  removed  to 
that  city,  where  he  began  the  office  of  a  le&urer 
with  the  moil:  flattering  profpeds  of  fuccefs.  But 
a  pulmonary  confumption  foon  put  a  period  to  his 
progrefs,  and  to  his  life. 

*  *  *  # 

Dr  Thomas  Miek,  and  Dr  John  Lind  of  Ply¬ 
mouth,  have  lately  been  elected  Fellows  of  the 
Royal  College  of  Phyficians  of  Edinburgh  ;  and 
Dr  William  Grieve  has  been  admitted  a  Licem 
tiate. 

*  *  *  * 

# 

Mr  John  Rae,  fecond  fon  ‘to  Mr  James  Rae, 
has  lately  been  admitted  a  Member  of  the 
Royal  College  of  Surgeons  of  Edinburgh. 
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SECT.  III. 
Lift  of  New  Books. 
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A  N  affectionate  Tribute  to  the  Memory  of 
LX  the  late  Dr  J.  Fothergill.  By  W.  Hird, 
M.  D.  410.  London. 

A  Critical  Enquiry  into  the  ancient  and  mo¬ 
dern  Manner  of  Treating  the  Difeafes  of  the  U- 
rethra.  By  Jeffe  Foot,  one  of  the  Company  of 
Surgeons  in  London,  and  privileged  Praftitioner 
from  the  College  of  St  Peterfburgh.  8vo.  London. 

A  Treatife  on  Sympathy,  in  two  parts.  Part  iff, 
On  Sympathy  in  general.  Part  2d,  On  Febrile 
Sympathy.  By  Seguin  Henry  Jackfon,  M.  D. 
Member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Phyficians,  Lon¬ 
don,  and  of  the  Royal  Medical  Society,  Edin¬ 
burgh,  and  Phyfician  to  the  Weftminlter  Gene¬ 
ral  Difpenfary.  8vo.’  London. 

Obfervations,  Medical  and  Political,  on  the 
omall-pox  and  Inoculation  ;  and  on  the  De- 
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creafe  of  Mankind  at  every  Age  ;  with  a  compa¬ 
rative  View  of  the,  Difeafes  mo  ft  fatal  to  London 
during  ninety  Years.  By  W.  Black,  M.  D.  8vo. 
London. 

Cafes  of  the  Angina  Trachealis,  with  the  Mode 
of  Cure,  in  a  Letter  to  William  Hunter,  M.  D. 

By  Richard  Bay  ley,  Surgeon,  to  which  is 
added,  a  Letter  from  Peter  Middleton,  M.  D, 
to  the  Author.  8vo.  New  York. 

A  Treatife  on  the  Gonorrhoea,  to  which  is 
added,  a  Critical  Enquiry  into  the  different  Me- 

,  ,  .  i 

thods  of  adminiflering  Mercury,  intended  as  a 
Supplement  to  a  former  Work,  entitled,  a  New 
and  Eafy  Method  of  Cure,  by  the  introduction 
of  Mercury  into  the  Syftem,  through  the  orifices 
of  the  abforbent  Veffels  on  the  in  fide  of  the 
Mouth.  By  Peter  Clare,  Surgeon.  8vo.  Lon¬ 
don. 

The  Principles  and  Practice  of  Midwifery ; 
by  Edward  Fofter,  M.  D.  completed  and  cor* 
reeled  by  James  Sims,  M.D.  8vo.  London. 

Chemical  Efiays,  by  R.  Watfon,  D.  D.  F,  R.  S. 
2  vols.  8vo.  London. 

Philofophical  Enquiries  into  the  Laws  of 
Animal  Life.  By  Hugh  Smith,  M/D.  4to. 
London » 


Cafes 


Cafes  of  Infanity,  the  Epilepfy,  Hypochondria¬ 
cal  Affedion,  Hyfteric  PafTion,  and  Nervous  Dif- 
orders,  fuccefsfully  treated  by  W.  Perfed,  Sur¬ 
geon.  8vo.  London. 

Obfervations  on  the  poifonous  Vegetables, 
which  are  indigenous  in  Great  Britain,  or  culti¬ 
vated  for  ornament.  By  B.  Wilmer,  Surgeon. 
8vo.  London. 

An  Efiay  on  Culinary  Poifons.  8vo.  Lon¬ 
don. 

A  fhort  Enquiry  into  the  Merit  of  Solvents,  fo 
far  as  it  may  be  neceffary  to  compare  them  with  , 

/  4  ‘  ' 

the  operation  of  Lithotomy.  By  jere  Whitaker 
Newman.  8vo.  London. 

Seled  Differtations  from  the  Amoenitates  Aca- 

'  v 

demicse,  a  Supplement  to  Mr  Stillingfleet’s  Trads 
relating  to  Natural  Hidory,  tranflated  by  the 
Reverend  F.  J.  Brand,  M.  A.  vol.  id.  8vo. 
London. 

Medical  Anecdotes  of  the  lad  thirty  Years. 
By  B.  Dominicetti,  M,  D.  8vo.  London. 

Obfervations  on  the  Nature,  Caufes,  and  Cure 
of  Melancholy.  By  Ben.  Fawcet,  A.  M.  1 2mo^ 
London. 

Obfervations  on  Fever,  by  John  Roberts.  8vo. 
London. 
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Hiftory  of  Quadrupeds,  by  Thomas  Pennant* 
Efq;  2  vols.  4to.  London. 

General  Synopfis  of  Birds.  By  John  Latham, 
F.  R.  S.  4to.  London. 

Remarks  on  the  Influence  of  Climate,  Situa¬ 
tion,  Nature  of  Country,  Population,  Nature  of 
Food,  and  Way  of  Life,  on  the  Difpofition  and 
Temper,  Manner  and  Behaviour,  Intellects,  Laws 
and  Cufloms,  forms  of  Government,  and  Reli¬ 
gion  of  Mankind.  By  William  Falconer,  M.  D. 
F.  R.  S.  4to.  London. 

The  New  Britifh  Difpenfatory.  i2mo.  Lon¬ 
don. 

Experiments  and  Obfervations  in  Natural  Phi- 
lofophy.  By  j.Prieflley,  L.  L.  D.  F.  R.  S.  Vo¬ 
lume  II.  Svo.  London. 

An  Account  of  an  Elaftic  Trocar,  conftruCt- 
ed  on  a  new  principle,  for  tapping  the  Hydro¬ 
cele  or  Watery  Rupture;  by  which  the  opera¬ 
tion  may  be  performed  at  any  period  of  the  dif- 
eafe,  and  with  lefs  pain  than  with  the  common 
Trocar  ;  with  a  few  words  in  favour  of  a  larger 
v  Trocar,  on  a  fimilar  conflruCtion,  for  tapping 
the  Abdomen.  By  John  Andree,  Surgeon  to 
the  Magdalene  Hofpital,  and  to  the  Finfbury  Dif- 
penfary.  8yo.  London. 


Praktifche 


Praktifche  Bemerkungen,  uber  den  Geb- 
rauch  der  Sibirifchen  Schneerofe,  in  Gichtkrank- 
heiten,  &c.  i.  e.  Pra&ical  Obfervations  on  the 
Ufe  of  the  Rhododendron  Chryfanthum,  in  Rheu- 
matifm  and  Gout.  By  Alex.  Bern.  Kolpin, 
M.  D.  Profelfor  of  Phyhc  at  Alten  Stettin.  Svo. 
Berlin. 

.  ■ .  .  •  \ 

Hiftoire  Naturelle  de  la  France  meridionale  ; 

-  * 

ou  Recherches  fur  la  Mineralogie  du  Vivarais, 
du  Viennois,  du  Valentinois,  fur  la  Phy- 
fique  de  la  Mediterranee,  les  Meteores,  les  Ar- 
bres,  les  Animaux,  PHomme  &  la  Fern  me  de 
ces  contrees  ;  avec  cinq  planches  doubles  par 
volume,  &  une  carte  geographique  des  trois 
regnes.  Par  M.  Y  Abbe  Giraud-Soulavie.  Tome 
premier.  8vo.  Paris. 

Recherches  Phyfiques  fur  le  Feu  ;  par  M. 
Marat,  Docteur  en  Medecine,  &  Medecin  des 
Gardes  du  corps  de  Monfeigneur  le  Compte 
d’ Artois.  8vo,  Paris. 

Traite  des  Scrophules,  vulgairement  appelles 

•  _  i 

Ecrouelles,  ou  Humeurs  Froides.  Par  M.  Pierre 
Lalouette,  M.  D.  et  Chevalier  des  Ordres  du 
Roi.  i2ino.  Paris. 

Joannis  Razoux,  Do&.  Med.  Nemaufenfis, 
Dilfertatio  Epiflolaris  de  Cicuta,  Stramonio,  Hyo- 
fciamo,  &  Aconito.  8vo.  Nemaufi. 
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L’Art  de  foigner  les  Pieds  \  contenant  un 
Traite  fur  les  Cors,  Verrues,  Durillons,  Oi- 
gnons,  Engelures,  les  Aceidens  des  Ongles,  et 
leur  Deformite.  Par  M.  La  Foreft,  Chirurgien 
Pedicure  de  fa  Majefte,  et  de  la  Famille  Royale. 
i2mo.  Paris. 

Ratio  occurrendi  Morbis  a  Mineralium  abufu 
produci  folitis,  audore  Theodorico  Petro  Gaels, 
Collegii  Medicorum  Bruxellenfiuin  Socio.  1 2  mo. 
Amftelodami. 

1  \ 

Analyfe  des  Eaux  Minerales  de  S.  Vincent  et 
de  Courmayeur,  dans  le  Duche  d’Aorte.  Par 
M.  Givanetti,  Dodeur  Collegie,  Doyen  et  Vice- 
prieur  de  la  Faculte  de  Medecin  de  Turin.  8vo. 
Turin. 

Meteorographie  ;  ou,  Art  d^obferver  d’une 
Maniere  commode  et  utile  les  Phenomenes  de 
I’Atmofphere,  contenant  la  Defcription  des  deux 
Barometrographes,  ou  Barometres  qui  tiennent 
note  par  des  Traces  fenfibles  de  leur  Variations, 
et  des  Temps  precis  ou  elles  arrivent.  Par  M. 
Changeux.  8vo.  Paris. 

Dilfertazione  fulla  preferenza  deir  Operazi- 
one  della  Cateratta  per  eftrazione,  publicata  den- 
tro  la  Nuova  Reale  Univerfita  di  Chirurgia,  e- 
retta  dal  Re.  N.  S.  nel  Real  Spedale  degl5  in- 
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curabili  dal  Studente  di  Medicina  e  Chirurgia 
Salvadore  Jacono  Catalono.  8vo.  Napoli. 

Lezioni  intorno  alle  Malattie  degli  occhio,  ad 
ufo  della  Nuova  Univerfita,  eretta  dal  Re.  N.  S. 
nel  Regio  Spedale  degP  incurabili,  di  Michele 
Troja  Publico  Regio  Profeffore  per  le  Malattie 
fuddette,  e  per  quelle  della  Vefica  Urinaria,  Chi- 
rurgio-ordinario  de  Regi  Spedali  degP  incura- 
bili,  &c.  8vo.  Napoli. 

Efperienze  intorno  alia  Rigenerazione  delle 
Offa  al  Callo  delle  Fratturi,  ed  alia  Fofza  che  la 
Natura  impiega  in  allungar  le  Offa  mentre  cref- 
cono  ;  a  cui  fono  ffate  aggiunte  due  memoria 
cioe  la  prima  fopra  la  Rigenerazione  medefima 
delle  Offa,  la  feconda  fopra  la  ftruttura  fingo- 
lare  della  tibia  e  del  cubito  nelle  Rane,  e  nel 
Rofpo  con  alcune  efperienze  intorno  alia  Rige¬ 
nerazione  delle  Zampe  inhere  negli  fteffi  ani- 
mali  di  Michele  Troja,  publico  regio  Profef- 
fore,  per  le  Malattie  degli  Occhio,  e  della  Vefica 
urinaria,  ire.  8vo.  Napoli. 

Lettre  fopra  PElettricifmo  de  Carlo  Mazza- 
cane,  Cafinenfe  a  fua  Eccellenza  il  Sig.  Marchefe 
Andreafi  nobile  Montavano.  8vo.  Napoli. 

Saggi  fopra  PAttivita  della  Machina  Elettrica, 
cohrutta  da  Francefco  Maggiotto,  Pittore  Aca- 
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demica,  della  publica  Accademia  di  Pittura? 
Scultura  ed  Architettura  di  Venezia,  e  della 
Clementina  di  Bologna,  ed  alcuni  rifleffi  intorno 
rElettrico  Fluido.  8vo.  Venezia. 

Confiderazioni  fopra  i  Corpi  Organnizzati, 
dove  fi  tratta  della  loro  origine,  della  loro  Ri- 
produzione,  e  dove  fi  raduna  in  compendio  tut - 
to  cio  che  la  Storia  Naturale  offerifce  di  piu  cer- 
to,  e  di  piu  intereffante,  fopra  a  quefto  materia. 
Opera  del  C.  Bonnet,  dell’  Accademie  d’lnghil- 
terra,  di  Suezia,  e  dell’  Inftituto  di  Bologna,  &c, 
8vo.  Venezia. 
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An  Account  of  New  Books . 

XXXXXXXX?  :OC<XXXXXXXXXXXXX>0<XXXXXX 

I. 

Les  Av ant  ages  de  F  Inoculation,  dr  la  meilleure  Me - 
thode  de  Fadminiftrer.  Ouvrage  traduit  de 
la  Differtation  Latine,  couronnee  par  i’Aca- 
deinie  Roy  ale  des  Sciences,  Infcriptions  & 
Belles-Lettres  de  Touloufe  ;  &  compofee  par 
M.  P.  Camper ,  Do&eur  en  Medicine,  Profeff 
feur  d’Anatomie,  de  Chirurgie,  &:  de  Medi¬ 
cine,  dans  EUniverfite  de  Groning'tte ;  des  Aca¬ 
demies  de  Paris,  de  Londres,  de  Harlem,  %*c. 

T~HIS  Differtation  was  written  in  anfwer  to 
the  queffion  propofed  by  the  Academy  of 
Tpuloufe,  announced  in  the  title  of  the  book. 

I  2  Mr 
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Mr  Camper  thinks  it  unneceffary  to  notice 
the  cqinparative  number  of  deaths  that  happen 
in  the  inoculated  and  in  the  natural  fmall  pox. 
The  conclufion  in  favour  of  inoculation,  drawn 
from  fuch  comparifon,  is  now  fixed  beyond  a 
doubt.  But  the  advantages  of  inoculation,  in 
refpedt  of  the  fymptoms  of  the  difeafe,  have  not 
yet  been  clearly  fhown  ;  thefe,  therefore,  our 
Author  makes  the  particular  object  of  his  attend 
tion. 

1.  A  petechial  fever  frequently  attends  the 
fmall  pox,  which  is  for  the  mod  part  fatal.  Our 
Author  has  feen,  in  two  inftances,  a  petechial 
fever  accompanying  the  inoculated  fmall  pox. 
He  profeffes  his  ignorance  that  any  perfon  ha$ 
been  able  to  difcover  this  difpolition  to  putrid  fe¬ 
ver  lurking  in  the  Habit*  by  certain  and  undeni¬ 
able  figns ;  but  of  this  he  is  fure,  that  the  natu¬ 
ral  fmall  pox  is  frequently  conjoined  with  pete¬ 
chias,  and  that  they  feldom  appear  in  the  inocu¬ 
lated  fmall  pox. 

1,  A  fecond  advantage  pointed  out  by  our 
Author,  refpe&s  the  number  of  fmall  pox.  He 
finds,  that  in  almqft  every  cafe  of  fmall  pox,  the 
eruption  is  more  numerous  on  the  face  than  on 
the  reft  of  the  body,  in  proportion  to  the  extent 
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of  furface ;  and,  by  an  accurate  obfervation  of 
forty  inoculated  patients,  he  {fates  this  propor¬ 
tion,  to  be  as  5  to  i  nearly,  and  that  about 
one-fifth  of  the  whole  number  of  fmall  pox  ge¬ 
nerally  appears  on  the  face. 

But  as  the  difeafe  is  effeemed  rriore  or  lefs 
dangerous,  and  is  faid  to  be  confluent *  or  not^ 
according  to  the  number  of  puflules  on  the  face  $ 
and  as  one-fifth  of  the  greateft  number  of  pu¬ 
ff  ules  that  has  been  known  to  appear  after  ino¬ 
culation,  will  never  give  a  confluent  fmall  pox, 
our  Author  thinks,  that  the  danger  to  be  appre¬ 
hended  from  a  numerous  eruption  is  greatly  lef» 
fened,  if  not  altogether  removed,  by  inoculation. 

Under  the  three  following  heads  Mr  Cam¬ 
per  notices  fome  of  the  fymptoms  of  the  difeafe. 
The  fwelling  of  the  face,  hands  and  feet,  and  fa- 
livation,  which  have  been  confidered  as  falutary 
when  occurring  in  the  courfe  of  the  fmall  pox, 
our  Author  thinks  are  the  confequence  only  of  a 
numerous  eruption,  are  by  no  means  efiential  to 
the  difeafe,  and  are  only  to  be  prevented  by  ino¬ 
culation,  which  diminifhes  the  number  of  pu- 
ffules.  In  the  fame  manner  he  accounts  for  the 
inflammation  of  the  fauces,  and  the  cough,  on 
the  7th,  8th  or  9th  day  from  the  eruption. 

1  3  Thcfe 
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Thefe  are  very  troublefome  fymptoms ;  but  as  i! 
is  by  inoculation  alone,  that  the  number  of  pu- 
ftules  on  the  fauces  and  afpera  arteria  can  be 
diminifhed,  it  appears  that  benefit  and  relief  may 
be  derived  from  this  practice. 

Our  Author,  after  making  forne  ohfervations 
on  the  fecondary  fever,  concludes,  that  it  is  pof- 
fible  that  a  fecondary  fever  may  occur  in  the 
inoculated  fmall  pox ;  but  fuch  an  occurrence  is 
very  rare,  perhaps  does  not  happen  in  ten  of  a 
ihoufand  inoculated  perfons,  although  it  always 
appears  in  the  natural  fmail  pox.  This  is  there¬ 
fore  a  remarkable  advantage  which  the  artificial 
has  over  the  natural  difeafe. 

Our  Author,  in  the  whole  courfe  of  his  prac¬ 
tice,  only  obferved  two  infiances  of  an  inflamma¬ 
tion  of  the  eye,  followed  by  a  fpeck,  after  inocu¬ 
lation.  He  never  faw  an  eye  entirely  deflroyed 
in  confequence  of  inoculated  fmall  pox* 

Mr  Camper  flightly  notices  the  painful  fup- 
purations,  which  happen  under  the  fkin,  in  the 
joints,  and  often  in  the  cartilages,  the  confump- 
tions,  afthmas,  and  abortions,  fo  often  the  con¬ 
fequence  of  natural  fmall  pox:  None  of  thefe 
have  ever  been  obferved  after  inoculation. 

Another 
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Another  advantage  not  to  be  overlooked,  is* 
that  although  a  good  many  puftules  are  produ~ 
ced  in  confequence  of  inoculation,  yet  they  nea 
ver  run  together,  and  they  always  fall  off  in  fuch 
a  manner  that  no  remarkable  pit  or  fear  is  left. 

Farther,  by  means  of  inoculation  we  may  ea- 
fily  afeertain  whether  a  perfon  has  already  had 
the  fmall  pox,  when  that  is  uncertain,  which 
could  not  be  done  without  endangering  life, 
if5  for  the  fake  of  the  trial,  the  perfon  were? 
expofed  to  the  infection  of  the  natural  fmall  pox. 

Mr  Camper,  in  the  fecond  fection,  treats  of, 
the  belt  method  of  inoculation.  Almoft  every 
author  recommends  the  preparation  of  the  body, 
fo  that  it  may  happily  undergo  the  fmall  pox. 
Our  Author  enters  upon  the  fubjeft  with  a  view 
to  determine  whether  it  be  poffible  to  accomplifh 
fuch  preparation.  After  enumerating  the  va¬ 
rious  injun&ions  on  this  head,  as  laid  down  by 
Rhafes  in  the  natural  fmall  pox,  he  obferves, 
that  thefe  rules  have  been  implicitly  followed  by 
fucceeding  phyficians,  and  equally  applied  to  the 
natural  and  inoculated  fmall  pox  ‘  for,  as  the 
difeafe  in  either  cafe  has  the  fame  courfe,  the 
fame  doctrine,  and  the  fa'me  rules  are  applicable. 
But  wc  are  not  to  reafon  a  priori ;  for  the  fmall 

I  4  pox, 
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pox,  like  other  peftilential  difeafes*  affect  us  bf 
contagion ;  but  that  contagion  a£ts  differently  j 
according  to  the  difference  of  conftitution  or 
temperament.  We  mud  therefore  enquire  what 
eonftitutions  are  more  or  lefs  favourable  for  the 
fmall  pox  ?  Whether,  by  any  preparation,  thefe 
eonftitutions  can  be  changed  and  made  better ; 
at  what  time,  and  by  what  means  ?  We  are  to 
examine,  with  the  greateft  attention,  the  fuccefs 
of  inoculation,  adminiftred  with  or  without  pre¬ 
paration. 

In  confidering  the  conftitution  or  tempera- 
ment,  as  depending  upon  the  ftate  of  the  air, 
diverfity  of  climate,  and  of  modes  of  living,  our 
Author  abfolutely  rejefts  any  influence  which 
thefe  have  been  fuppofed  to  have  in  giving  a  fa¬ 
vourable  or  unfavourable  fmall  pox.  He  ob- 
ferves,  however,  that  when  the  Jkin  is  tranfpa - 
rent ,  and  of  an  agreeable  rof e-colour^  the  fmall  pox 
are  always  di/iind  ;  and  concludes,  that  there  are 
particular  eonftitutions,  adapted  as  it  were  to  the 
confluent,  others  to  the  diftind,  and  others  to  an 
intermediate  fmall  pox ;  which  eonftitutions  can¬ 
not  be  changed  by  any  means  in  our  power. 
Befides,  thefe  eonftitutions  are  often  hereditary, 

fo 
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fo  that  wc  may  predict  the  fate  of  children  from 
what  we  know  of  their  parents. 

Our  Author  goes  on  to  examine  what  phyfi- 
cians  have  done  to  change  the  nature,  or  abate 
the  violence  of  the  difeafe,  and ;  with  what  fuo- 
cefs. 

They  have  employed  blood-letting  ;  they  have 
prohibited  the  eating  of  flefh  and  fifh  ;  in  regard 
to  wine,  oil,  butter,  and  the  like,  they  have  ei¬ 
ther  ordered  or  interdicted  them  in  the  fame 
manner  as  Rbafes  has  .  done.  But  they  have  ne¬ 
ver  been  able  to  overcome  the  fatality  of  the  di- 
{temper.  Let  us  confult  the  bills  of  mortality 
in  an  age  when  the  antiphlogiftic  method  of 
Rbafes  has  been  introduced  ;  whether  the  num¬ 
ber  of  deaths  have  been  fewer.  From  the  year 
1731  to  1750,  39,115  have  died  of  the  fmalt 
pox  in  London.  It  is  evident*  therefore,  that 
neither  diet  nor  medicines  have  any  eiFed:  on  the 
difeafe.  The  wifer  phyficians  declare,  that  they 
never  could  abate  the  violence  of  the  finall  pox, 
either  by  blood-letting  or  by  medicines. 

The  preparation  of  the  body,  fo  much  cele¬ 
brated,  has  been  carried  on  for  a  month,  for 
two  weeks,  for  twelve,  ten,  or  for  nine  days  before 
inoculation.  But  our  Author  afks.  If  it  is  cre¬ 
dible. 
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dible,  that  by  blood-letting,  acid  diet,  abftinenc^ 
and  the  like,  the  conftitution  of  the  patient  can 
be  fo  foon  changed  ?  Confult  Gatti,  Itanby,  and 
Dimfdale,  who  often  neglected  all  preparation, 
and  you  will  had  them  all  agreeing  with  me, 
fays  our  Author,  that  preparation  is  altogether 
ufelefs. 

Dr  Camper  even  goes  farther,  and  thinks  pre¬ 
paration  hurtful,  1/?,  Becaufe  the  nature  of  the 
contagion  is  not  known  ;  2d,  Becaufe  during  the 
time  of  preparation,  the  patients  to  be  inoculated 
are  uneafy  from  fear  and  apprehenfion  ;  3^, 
When  the  fmall  pox  is  epidemic,  the  perfons  to 
be  inoculated  are  expofed,  by  the  delay,  to  the 
natural  difeafe. 

Our  Author  darts  the  queftion,  Whether, 
upon  indulging  the  patient  in  the  ufe  of  flefh, 
fifh$  and  wane,  &c.  before  inoculation,  fuch  for¬ 
midable  fymptoms  had  appeared,  as  to  frighten 
phyficians,  and  induce  them  to  prohibit  fuch 
diet ;  or,  after  the  example  of  Rhafes,  they  have, 
without  fufficient  experience,  adopted  fo  cruel 
and  ridiculous  a  practice  ?  He  has  himfelf  allow¬ 
ed  to  fome  of  his  patients  different  kinds  of  deft 
and  fat  meats ;  in  others,  he  has  employed  no 
medicine  whatever  during’ the  courfe  of  the  dif¬ 
eafe, 
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cafe,  and  the  event  of  his  practice  never  difap- 
pointed  him.  He  acknowledges,  however,  that 
he  was  cautious,  and  never  trufted  patients  to 
nature  alone,  but  fuch  as  were  of  a  fair  com¬ 
plexion.  He  has  inoculated  children  labouring 
under  fpina  vento/a,  and  to  whom  he  gave 
no  medicines,  with  the  bed  fuccefs.  With  the 
fame  fuccefs  he  has  inoculated  others,  whofe  face 
and  whole  body  was  covered  with  herpetic  erup¬ 
tion,  without  preparation,  and  without  the  ad- 
minidration  of  any  remedy.  Neither  does  he 
think,  that  in  thefe  indances  he  was  guilty  of 
imprudence  ;  for,  ignorant  what  wras  to  be  done,, 
or  what  ought  to  be  given,  he  chofe  rather  to 
commit  the  cure  to  nature ,  than  to  didurb  this 
careful  and  provident  mother,  by  improper  me¬ 
dicines.  He  quotes  alio  the  fuccefsful  inocula¬ 
tion  of  Murray  and  Dimfdale  in  la  variety  of 
chronic  affections  ;  and  from  the  whole  aiks3 
Whether  the  advantages  in  artificial  fmail  pox? 
are  not  derived  from  the  circumdance  of  inocu¬ 
lation  itfelf,  and  not  at  all  from  any  preparation,-, 
or  from  medicines  correcting  or  changing  the 
crafis  of  the  blood  ? 

Our  Author  proceeds  to  confider  thofe  medi¬ 
cines  which  have  been  recommended  as  fpecifics 
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in  the  fmall  pox.  Syrup  of  pearls,  fo  much  bond¬ 
ed  of  by  Rhafes ,  antimony,  mercury,  either  exhi¬ 
bited  feparately  or  united,  as  was  the  pradice  of 
Boerhaave,  and  is  flill  that  of  our  prefent  inocu- 
lators,  have  each  a  ffiare  of  our  Author’s  atten» 
tion.  He  endeavours  to  ffiow  the  uncertainty 
of  the  ground  upon  which  they  are  given  ;  the 
little  efficacy  they  have  in  changing  the  nature 
of  the  difeafe  ;  and  he  concludes,  from  the  whole 
of  his  reafoning,  and  from  his  obfervation,  that 
as  yet  no  fpecific  has  been  difcovered  for  the 
fmall  pox* 

Many  phyficians,  he  obierves,  have  a  fingular 
choice  of  diet  for  patients  in  the  fmall  pox.  Dr 
Camper  thinks,  that  every  kind  of  diet  may  be 
proper,  provided  the  fick  take,  in  moderation, 
fuch  things  as  they  have  been  accuflomed  to. 

He  is  of  the  fame  opinion  refpeding  the  ex- 
pofure  of  the  lick  to  cold  air.  He  condemns 
the  Suttonian  pradice  as  unneceflary,  and  fre» 

m 

quently  dangerous*  from  inducing  other  difeafes* 
He  obferves,  that  inoculation  is  equally  fuccefs- 
ful  in  the  Indies,  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
and  even  in  the  hotted  regions  of  America,  as  in 

Sweden  or  in  Ruffia,  The  heat  or  coldnefs  of 

\ 

the  air,  therefore,  is  of  no  confequence  ;  we  are 
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to  confult  the  habits  of  the  patient  in  refped  of 
the  one  or  other. 

In  refpedt  of  the  feafon  of  the  year,  and  the 
age  of  the  patient,  Mr  Camper  is  inclined  to 
avoid  inoculating  in  the  autumn  ;  and  he  forbids 
the  inoculation  of  very  young  children,  efpecially 
of  infants  on  the  bread,  becaufe  he  has  always 
found  the  eruption  much  more  numerous  with 
them  than  in  patients  more  advanced  in  life. 
Rut  when  the  natural  fmall  pox  are  epidemic, 
thefe  rules  are  not  to  be  regarded. 

*lhe  circumftance  of  the  menfes  occurring  in 
the  courfe  of  the  fmall  pox,  has  no  bad  effe&, 
as  fome  have  thought,  on  the  difeafe.  Pregnant 
women  may  be  inoculated  with  fafety.  Wet 
nurfes  alfo,  are  inoculated,  without  detriment  to 
the  child,  if  it  is  not  allowed  to  fuck  at  the  time 
when  the  eruptive  fever  commences. 

In  the  choice  of  the  matter  for  inocplation, 
Mr  Camper  agrees  with  all  the  inoculators,  in 
preferring  limpid  matter,  as  being  lefs  liable  to 
fail  in  giving  the  difeafe.  It  is  belt  when  taken 
from  the  wounds  made  on  inoculation,  efpecially 
while  the  eruptive  fever  is  going  on.  At  the 
fame  time,  he  obferves,  that  inoculation  repeated 
|br  fix  days  fucceffively,  does  no  hurt,  and  one 

eruption 
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eruption  only  takes  place,  unlefs  a  fecond  pro¬ 
ceeds  from  a  fecondary  fever. 

It  is  a  matter  of  indifference,  our  Author  ob« 
ferves,  from  what  l<md  of  fmall  pox  the  matter 
for  inoculation  be  taken ;  at  the  fame  time,  it 
may  be  prudent  to  take  it  from  the  beff  kind. 

It  is  alfo  a  matter  of  little  confequence,  whe¬ 
ther  a  greater  or  finailer  quantity  of  the  virus  be 
ap  plied  by  one  or  more  incihons. 

In  making  the  incifion,  either  with  a  needle  or 
lancet,  it  is  fufficient  if  we  pierce  the  epidermis ; 
it  is  immaterial  whether  the  wound  is  bloody  or 
not  i  anc*  if  it  is5  whether  the  blood  is  wiped 
off  or  not. 

fylr  Camper  has  added  two  plates,  reprefenting 
the  regular  and  irregular  changes  which  appear 
to  take  place  in  the  pun&ures  that  are  made  in 
inoculation  ;  and  he  thinks  they  may  be  ufeftii 
to  young  practitioners,  who  may  not  have  had 
many  opportunities  of  feeing  inoculated  patients. 
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Obfervations,  hie  die  al  and  B ohti  cal ^  on  the  Small 
Pox9  and  the  Advantages  and  D if  a civ  a ntages  of 
general  Inoculation ,  efpecially  in  Cities  :  And 
on  the  Mortality  of  Mankind  at  every  Age  in 
City  and  Country ,  &c.  By  W,  Black,  M.  I)B 
8vo,  London.  1781. 

r|  "l  ^  ^  chapter  of  the  work  before  us, 
A  our  Author  dedicates  almoft  entirely  to 
the  confideration  of  frnall  pox.— He  firfl  treats 
of  the  origin  of  fmall  pox  and  meafles  ;  the 
treatment  of  the  former,  by  the  Arabians 
and  Indians,  and  of  inoculation  in  India  and 
China  ;  the  tranfportation  of  the  variolous  in- 
feaion  to  America ;  the  introdu&ion  of  inocu¬ 
lation  to  Europe ;  the  advantages  derived  from 
it,  together  with  the  proportion  of  fuch  as  die  in 
the  natural  and  inoculated  fmall  pox. 

He  then  proceeds  to  (fate  the  corjtroverfy  re- 
fpedmg  general  inoculation  in  London  and  other 
great  cities,  at  the  private  houfes  of  the  inhabi¬ 
tants;  and  concludes  with  an  invefligation  of 
the  probable  effed s  of  this  pradice,  whether  it 
would  prove  hurtful  or  beneficial  to  the  commu¬ 
nity 


Hity  at  large. - Baron  Dimfdale’s  different 

publications  on  this  impeding  fubjeft  are  exa¬ 
mined  j  and,  as  our  Author  conceives,  refuted*. 

The  Baron  has  been  a  very  warm  opponent 
to  a  fcherne  that  was  propofed  for  a  general  ino¬ 
culation  of  the  lower  clafs  of  people  in  London, 
on  the  fuppofition  of  its.  having  an  influence  in 
rendering  the  fmall  pox  more  deftru&ive  titan 
they  have  hitherto  been,  by  keeping  up  a  more 
conftant  fupply  of  variolous  matter. 

Though  the  lofs,  fays  Baron  Dimfdale,  under 
inoculation  is  very  inconfiderable,  almoft  the 
whole  of  thofe  that  are  inoculated  recovering ; 
yet,  by  fpreading  the  difeafe,  a  greater  propor¬ 
tion  take  it  in  the  natural  way,  more  lives  are  now 
loft  in  London  than  before  inoculation  commen¬ 
ced  ;  and  the  community  at  large  fuftains  a 
greater  lofs :  The  pra&ice,  therefore,  he  confi- 
ders  as  more  detrimental  than  beneficial  to  fo- 
ciety ;  and  gives  as  the  principal  fupport  of  his 
opinion,  that  the  bills  of.  mortality  from  fmall 
pox  in  London,  have  of  late  years,  fince  inocu¬ 
lation  became  fo  general,  encreafed  to  a  truly 
alarming  degree.  The  deaths  from  this  difeafe, 
on  a  medium  of  the  four  years  preceding  the 

year  17765  having  annually  amounted  to  2544, 
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In  anfwer,  however,  to  this  opinion  of  the 
Baron’s,  Dr  Black  obferves,  that  the  affertion  is 
not  founded  on  fad  ;  for  before  inoculation  was 
introduced,  he  finds,  that  the  deaths  by  ftnall  pox 
were  much  more  numerous  than  they  have  been 
fince,  even  greater  than  in  thofe  very  years  feleCt- 
ed  by  Baron  Dimfdale. 

In  the  four  years  immediately  preceding  1720, 
the  number  of  deaths  from  this  difeafe  in  Lon¬ 
don,  amounted  at  a  medium,  to  nearly  3000 
annually  ;  and  at  that  period  inoculation  had 
been  merely  heard  of  in  Britain,  but  had  not 
come  into  practice.  In  1710,  when  inoculation 
had  fcarcely  been  ever  mentioned,  the  number 
of  deaths  from  fmall  pox,  we  find  to  have  a- 

mounted  to  3138;  and  in  1681,  to  2982.- - ■ 

In  1721,  fo  cautious  and  fearful  were  they  of 
inoculation  in  London,  that  in  that  year  an  ex¬ 
periment  was  made  of  its  effe&s  upon  fix  con¬ 
demned  malefactors,  who  by  that  means  re¬ 
deemed  their  lives.  From  1722  to  1727,  Dr 
Jurin  could  colleCl  only  764  perfons  inoculated 
in  all  that  interval,  including  London  and  other 
parts  of  England;  yet  notwithftanding,  in  12 
years  only,  from  1715  to  1728,  fmall  pox  deaths 
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are  found  in  London  to  amount  to  27,367  ;  or 
nearly  to  2300  annually* 

From  thefe  and  other  fads,  Dr  Black  thinks 
it  highly  probable,  that  inoculation  has  not  hi¬ 
therto  had  any  influence,  in  rendering  the  natu¬ 
ral  fmall  pox  more  deftrudive  than  they  were 
before  this  pradice  was  introduced  ;  and,  if  all 
ranks  of  people  could  be  induced  to  fubmit  to 
a  general  inoculation,  numbers,  which  are  at  pre- 
fent  liable  to  be  cut  off  by  this  fatal  difeafe, 
might  be  annually  faved  to  the  ftate. 

Baron  Dimfdale  farther  objeds  to  general  ino¬ 
culation,  that  it  would  not  probably  be  found  to 
fucceed  ;  from  the  poor  in  London  being  mifer- 
ably  lodged,  from  their  houfes  being  in  clofe 
lanes,  courts  and  alleys  ;  from  their  being  often 
in  want  of  neceflaries ;  and  from  the  father  and 
mother  being  fo  conflantly  abroad,  in  order  to 
procure  food  and  neceflaries,  as  would  put  it  out 
of  their  power  to  give  proper  attention  to  their 
children  under  inoculation ;  and  from  the  fame 
caufe,  fuch  articles  of  medicine  and  diet  as 
might  be  thought  proper  by  the  phyficians, 
would  never  be  regularly  adminiftred. 

Various  arguments  are  adduced  by  our  Au¬ 
thor  in  anfwer  to  thefe  obfervations  of  the  Ba¬ 
ron’s  on  general  inoculation  ;  but  the  molt  con- 

clufive,. 
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elufive,  we  -think,  is,  that  bad  impure  air,  and 
the  feveral  objections  already  enumerated,  mud 
furely  prove  more  hurtful  in  natural  and  malig¬ 
nant  frnall  pox  than  in  the  mild  artificial  difeafe. 

- The  plan  of  an  inoculating  hofpital,  as  pro- 

pofed  by  Baron  Dimfdale,  would  not,  he  thinks, 
prove  of  much  utility,  as  none  are  propofed  to 
be  admitted  under  feven  years  of  age,  it  being 
found  impoflible  in  hofpitals  to  accommodate  in¬ 
fants  ;  but  it  is  well  known,  that  out  of  all  that 
are  feized  with  the  natural  frnall  pox,  a  frnall 
proportion  only  occurs  of  fuch  as  have  palled 
their  feventh  year  ;  fo  that  of  confequence,  if 
this  plan  fhould  be  adopted,  a  great  part  of  man¬ 
kind  would  be  deprived  of  all  the  advantages  re- 

;  / 

fulting  from  the  practice  of  inoculation. 

With  a  view  to  render  the  utility  of  inocula- 
♦ 

tion  as  general  as  poffible,  Dr  Black  propofes 
that  a  Difpenfary  fhould  be  ereCted  folely  for  this 
purpofe.  Here  all  indigent  people  would  get 
their  children  inoculated  gratis ,  would  receive 
whatever  medicines  might  be  proper ;  and  in 
dangerous  cafes/  able  practitioners  would  be 
ready  to  attend  at  the  patients  houfes. 

All  this,  our  Author  obferves,  might  be  done 
with  very  little  expence  \  for,,  with  refpeCt  to 
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medicines,  it  is  well  known  that  very  few  are, 
in  general,  neceffary  in  any  cafe  of  inoculation ; 
and  fuch  as  are  found  neceflary,  are  by  no  means 
of  an  expenfive  nature.— He  likewife  thinks,  that 
there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  procuring  the  at¬ 
tendance,  both  of  phyficians  and  apothecaries ; 
In  the  infancy  of  the  fcheme,  he  would  expert 
this  to  he  got  gratis  ;  but  as  the  funds  of  the 
inflitution  increafe,  the  Gentlemen  employed, 
ought,  he  thinks,  to  be  rewarded  with  proper 
falaries. 

If  fuch  a  plan  as  is  here  propofed,  could  be 
adopted  to  its  full  extent,  the  number  of  lives, 
which  on  moderate  calculations,  might  thereby 
be  expelled  to  be  faved  to  the  public,  would  be 
very  confiderable  indeed. — In  the  modern  im¬ 
proved  ftate  of  inoculation,  it  is  well  known, 
that  there  is  fcarcely  one  dies  of  500.- — It  is  alfo 
known,  that  London,  by  births  and  recruits,  re¬ 
quires  an  annual  fupply  of,  at  leafl,  29,000  in¬ 
dividuals  :  Now,  by  the  calculation  of  one  to 
500,  out  of  29,000  inoculated,  58  deaths  only 
would  enfue. 

Extend  this  calculation  to  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  ;  by  Davenant’s  eftimate,  the  annual 
births  among  nine  millions  of  inhabitants  in  thefe 
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two  iflands,  will  amount  to  about  300,000 ;  and 
fuppofing  all  thefe  to  be  inoculated,  and  one  out 
of  500  to  die,  the  nation,  inftead  of  lofing  30,000 
annually  by  fmall  pox,  which  it  is  pretty  certain 
flie  does  at  prefent,  would  lofe  only  600  ;  and 
extending  the  fame  calculation  to  all  Europe, 
from  the  numbers  we  fuppofe  it  at  prefent  to 
contain,  the  deaths  would  not  amount  to  more 
than  8000  ;  and,  according  to  this  calculation, 
392  ,000  lives  would  be  annually  preferved,  which 
are  at  prefent  carried  off  by  this  dreadful  difor- 
der. 

Having  cortfidered  with  great  attention  this 
important  fubjeft  in  the  firft  chapter  of  his  work, 
Dr  Black  next  proceeds  to  treat  of  bills  of  mor¬ 
tality.  On  this  fubjeft  he  beftows  two  chapters* 
And  in  thefe,  befides  an  account  of  their  efta- 
blifhment  in  Europe,  and  many  remarks  on  the 
mortality  at  different  ages,  in  city,  town  and 
country,  he  prefents  the  reader  alfo  with  many 
critical  refle&ions  upon  the  difeafes  and  cafuaE 
ties  which  have  proved  moft  fatal.  And  he  has 
given  tables  of  the  difeafes,  cafualties  and  total 
deaths  from  1701  to  1776  ;  on  which  he  offers 
many  important  remarks.  But  of  thefe  the  li¬ 
mits  of  our  work  will  not  allow  us  to  give  an 
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analyfis.  We  may  only  remark,  that  the  Au¬ 
thor’s  obfervations  lead  him  every  where  to  con¬ 
clude,  that  the  bills  of  mortality  have  hitherto 
been  conducted  in  an  imperfed  and  negligent 
manner  ;  and  that,  therefore,  before  philofo- 
phers,  phyficians,  or  the  country  at  large,  can 
derive  any  benefit  from  them,  they  muft  under¬ 
go  a  very  great  reformation.  And  in  a  poft- 
fcript  to  his  work,  he  has  propofed  a  plan  for 
this  purpofe. 

In  place  of  the  prefent  unequal  boundaries  of 
parifhes,  and  the  uninformed  rabble  of  parifh- 
clerks  and  female  fearchers,  to  whom  this  bufi- 
nefs  is  at  prefent  entrufted,  he  propofes,  that 
London,  its  fuburbs  and  contiguous  villages, 
ihould  be  divided  into  27  or  28  equal  diftrids  ; 
and  that  to  each  of  thefe,  one  infpedor  fhould 
be  allotted  with  a  falary  of  L.  60  per  annum * 

,  Thefe  infpedors  fhould  be  chofen  from  amongfl: 
medical  men,  burgeons  and  apothecaries  \  and 

their  certificate  fhould  be  indifpenfible  previous  to 

/ 

interment.  Each  of  thefe  infpedors  fhould  make 
a  monthly  report  to  the  general  hall.  And  here, 
initead  of  appointing  a  perfon  ignorant  of  the 
principles  of  calculation,  and  flill  more  of  medi¬ 
cine,  to  fuperintend  the  general  hall,  to  arrange 

and 
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and  clafs  difeafes,  he  propofes  to  fill  that  impor¬ 
tant  office  with  an  able  phyfician,  and  to  allow 
him  L.  200  of  annual  falary. 

To  render  the  returns  of  births  and  chriden- 
ings  for  London  complete,  he  propofes  that  the 
clergymen  of  every  religious  fe£t,  ffiould  be 
compelled  by  law,  to  make  a  monthly  return  of 
their  chridenings  and  weddings,  to  any  appoint¬ 
ed  church  in  the  neighbourhood  or  didr’nd,  fpe- 
cifying  their  religious  fe£L  And  thefe  he  pro¬ 
pofes  to  be  carried  annually  by  each  infpe&or  to 
the  general  hall.  He  propofes  alfo,  that  the  in¬ 
habitants  fhould  be  numbered  every  feven  years 
in  the  fulled  feafon  of  winter,  and  in  fummer 
when  the  town  is  mod  deferted.  Rv  thefe  means 

f  j 

the  regider  of  births  and  burials,  might  be  ren¬ 
dered  fubfervient  to  the  mod  ufeful  purpofes. 
And  the  expence,  Dr  Black  thinks,  might  eafily 
be  defrayed  by  a  fee  of  half-a-crown  upon  each 
death,  or  a  fmall  tax  upon  undertakers.  And 
for  the  better  regulation  of  this  important  fub- 
je&,  he  propofes  that  it  ffiould  be  put  under  the 
control  and  dire&ion  of  the  Royal  Society,  who 
ffiould  chufe  the  phyficians  and  infpe&ors.  When 
conduced  on  this  footing,  he  thinks  it  might 
add  to  the  value  of  the  annual  publications  of  the 
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Society,  and  ferve  as  a  deep  refervoir  of  impor¬ 
tant  intelligence,  a  rich  fund  of  medical  and 
political  knowledge. 

III. 

A  Treatife  on  Sympathy ,  in  two  Paris .  Part  ift. 
On  the  Nature  of  Sympathy  in  general ,  and  of 
Antipathy  and  the  Force  of  Imagination  :  2d, 
On  Febrile  Sympathy  and  Confent ,  and  on  the 
Balance  and  Connexion  of  Extreme  Vejfels .  By 
Seguin  Henry  Jackfon,  Member  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Phyficians ,  London  ;  and  of  the 
Royal  Medical  Society ,  Edinburgh  ;  and  Phy- 
fician  to  the  Weflminfter  General  Difpenfary. 
8vo,  London. 

IN  the  beginning  of  the  Treatife  now  before 
us,  the  Author  endeavours  to  lhew  the  ex- 
tenfive  influence  of  fympathy  in  the  animal  (eco¬ 
nomy.  He  confiders  it  as  the  firft  and  laft  prin¬ 
ciple  of  animal  life,  or  of  itfelf  the  living  and  fen- 
fitive  principle.  He  confiders  fympathy  as  of  two 
kinds,  mental  or  corporeal.  The  firft,  he  tells 
us,  arifes  from  a  fenfation  in  the  mind  determi¬ 
ning  to  particular  organs,  or  particular  parts  of 
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the  body,  and  raifing  in  them  certain  feelings, 
a&ions  and  inclinations,  fometimes  agreeable, 
fometimes  difagreeable.  Of  this  fort  are  long¬ 
ings  of  various  kinds,  deprefling  paflions,  &c. 
Thefe,  he  thinks,  may  be  called  Sympathies  of 
confcioufnefs .  The  fecond,  he  obferves,  depends 
upon  the  operation  of  external  bodies,  and  the 
condition  of  the  moving  and  fentient  extremi¬ 
ties  of  the  nerves  ;  and  more  generally  occurs 
in  difealed  dates  of  the  fydem.  Thefe  he  names 
Sympathies  of  imprejfion. 

Thefe  fympathies  he  conhders  as  being  either 
inherent  or  acquired.  The  inherent  ones  are 
thofe  which  have  an  evident  utility.  Of  this 
kind  are  the  fympathies  between  the  flomach 
and  the  whole  fydem,  and  between  the  domach, 
uterus,  and  fkin.  Thofe,  again,  he  thinks  may 
be  called  acquired ,  which  are  only  brought  to 
light  by  the  occurrence  of  difeafe,  and  do  not 
appear  to  anfwer  any  other  apparent  end.  Of 
this  kind  are  the  fympathetic  pains  between  the 
inflamed  liver  and  fhoulder,  the  uneaflnefs  of 
the  glans  penis  from  diforders  of  the  urinary 
paflages,  and  the  like. 

Sympathy,  in  general,  he  confiders  as  greater 
in  young  than  in  old  people,  which  he  thinks 
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mod  probably  arifes  from  the  parts  of  a  young 
animal  being  more  fufceptible  of  irritations.  Sym= 
pathy  he  confiders  as  being  either  fimilar  or  dif- 
fimilar.  It  is  fimilar  when  the  adions,  affedi- 
ons  and  fenfations  are  exadly  the  fame  in  the 
part  fympathizing  with  that  firft  affeded.  It  is 
diffimilar  when  they  are  different  from  the  ac¬ 
tions,  affedions,  and  fenfations  of  the  part  im- 
preffed.  Of  thefe  different  fympathies,  our  Au¬ 
thor  gives  many  examples.  And  he  fhews,  that 
fympathy  is  moft  ftrongly  marked  by  affedions 
of  the  ftomach. 

After  thefe  obfervations  and  diftindions  of 
healthful  fympathies,  the  Author  next  proceeds 
to  make  fome  obfervations  on  the  fympathies 
which  attend  difeafes  :  Here  alfo  he  endeavours 
to  eftablifh  many  diftindions.  He  endeavours 
to  (hew,  that  inflammations  may  be  fvmpathetic 
as  well  as  fpecific :  That  difeafed  fympathy  may 
be  either  univerfal  or  partial ;  and  that  when 
univerfal  it  may  be  either  immediate  or  fecon* 
dary. 

Our  Author  next  treats  of  the  ufes  of  fympa- 
thy.  The  natural  fympathies,  he  obferves,  are 
in  oft  evidently  ufeful.  In  the  cafe  of  difeafed 
fympathies,  this  is  lefs  obvious.  He  next  con¬ 
fiders 
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fiders  what  fympathies  may  be  applied  to  medi¬ 
cinal  ufes  ;  and  gives  examples  of  fympathies 
which  are  ufeful  to  be  known.  An  attention, 

i  %  1 

he  remarks,  to  the  fympathy  between  the  fto- 
mach  and  (kin  is  particularly  neceffary.  In  obfti- 
nate  vomitings,  the  warm  bath  may  relieve  and 
effectually  put  a  flop  to  them.  In  cutaneous  dif¬ 
eafes,  we  fhould  remember,  that  the  ftomach 
may  be  only  fympathetically  affedted,  and  that 
fuch  difeafes  may  be  cured  by  the  operation  of 
medicines  on  the  ftomach. 

In  the  fifth  chapter,  Dr  Jackfon  treats  of  the 
fympathetic  operation  of  medicines.  Medicines, 
he  obferves,  produce  even  univerfal  effedts  by 
partial  operation.  Their  fympathetic  adtion  will 
be  local,  when  only  the  furrounding  parts  adt  in 
concert  with  the  part  ftimulated.  It  is  to  be 
confidered  as  remote,  when  the  remote  parts 
fympathizing  have  fome  fpecific  connedlion  with 
the  part  ftimulated,  as  the  ftomach  with  the  te- 
ftes,  the  head  with  the  ftomach,  and  the  like. 
Such  medicines  as  produce  merely  local  fympa¬ 
thy,  may  be  claffed  among  the  local  applicati¬ 
ons.  But  if  local  fympathy  did  not  aflift  the  o^ 
peration  of  medicines,  they  could  have  but  little 
power  to  do  good  j  as  moft  local  difeafes  extend 
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fome  way  beyond  the  furface  of  expofure.  Thus* 
medicines  applied  fimply  to  the  (kin,  may  relieve 
inflammations  that  go  fome  depth.  If  this  were 
not  the  cafe,  how  could  a  fomentation,  which 
comes  only  in  contad  with  the  fcrotum,  give 
eafe  to  a  fwelled  tefticle.  But  the  fomentation 
produces,  he  thinks,  a  healthy  adion  in  the  fur- 
face  of  contad,  and  the  neighbouring  parts  fym- 
pathize  with  it,  and  are  all  relieved  in  a  propor¬ 
tional  degree. 

It  has  in  general  been  fuppofed,  that  aqueous 
applications  to  the  (kin,  in  which  warmth  is  uni¬ 
ted,  with  moifture,  have  the  effed  of  penetra- 
ting,  and  thus  relaxing.  But  although  a  bit  of 
dried  meat,  or  leather,  may  be  afFeded  in  this 
manner,  no  effed  of  this  kind  can  be  produced 
in  a  living  body,  or  even  in  a  dead  body,  which 
(kill  retains  its  fluids.  The  ligaments,  Dr  Jackfon 
obferves,  will  not  become  a  bit  fofter,  though  the 
body  were  foaked  for  any  length  of  time.  Hence, 
while  it  is  undeniable  that  warmth  and  moifture 
have  often  good  efteds  in  facilitating  the  reduc¬ 
tion  of  diflocations,  it  is  certain  that  they  cannot 
ad  in  the  manner  that  has  commonly  been  fup¬ 
pofed.  Dr  Jackfon  is  of  opinion,  that  the  fur- 
face  of  contad  is  by  their  operation  lulled  or 
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foothed  ;  and  the  irritability,  either  of  the  whole 
or  part  of  the  difeafed  affe&ion,  is  put  to  reft. 
And  it  is  this  acquired  diminution  of  partial  ex- 
citement,  which  allows  us  to  ufe  violence  more 
freely  than  before. 

In  the  fame  manner  alfo,  he  explains  the  ac¬ 
tion  of  unfluous  and  volatile  applications  as  in- 
creaftng  motion.  For  he  contends,  that  the  oil 
cannot  poftibly  touch  any  internal  part  of  an  ani¬ 
mal.  He  thinks,  however,  that  the  good  effe&s 
arifing  from  them  are  not  entirely  to  be  afcribed 
to  fympathy,  but  in  part  arife  from  the  mecha¬ 
nical  motion  ufed  in  the  application  of  them. 

/ 

On  fympathy,  alfo,  he  explains  the  effect  of  unc¬ 
tuous  and  volatile  applications,  in  procuring  the 
refolution  of  indurated  glandular  tumors,  that" 
do  not  belong  to  the  abforbent  fyftem.  As  the 
remedy  cannot  penetrate  to  the  part  affe&ed,  its 
effects  muft,  he  thinks,  be  afcribed  to  its  fym pa¬ 
thetic  operation,  from  the  ftimulus  which  it  af¬ 
fords  to  the  (kin.  And  he  even  thinks,  that 
when  mercurial  ointment  is  rubbed  on  a  fwelled 
gland  in  the  groin  from  fyphilis,  the  effed  is 
chiefly  produced  by  fympathy,  from  the  ftimu¬ 
lus  of  the  remedy  on  the  fkin,  both  becaufe  the 
abiorption  muft  be  very  inconfiderable,  and  as 
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the  abforbents,  at  the  part  of  application,  do  not 
pafs  through  the  fwelled  gland.  He  admits, 
however,  that  to  produce  a  more  considerable 
effect,  it  is  proper  to  apply  mercurial  prepara¬ 
tions  to  the  leg  or  infide  of  the  thigh. 

This  firft  part  of  Dr  Jackfon’s  treatife,  is  con¬ 
cluded  with  fome  observations  on  the  Sympathy 
of  the  fenfes,  and  the  force  of  imagination.  In 
this  chapter  he  points  out  many  inftances  of 
Sympathy  produced  by  the  paffions  and  affections 
of  the  mind,  and  many  Sympathetic  affedions  of 
the  external  fenfes.  Here  alfo,  although  he  does 

i 

not  contend  for  the  imagination  of  the  mother 
having  a  power  over  the  foetus  in  utero ,  yet  he 
thinks,  that  both  Sympathies  and  antipathies  oft- 
en  affed  the  child  in  the  womb. 

Before  we  conclude  our  remarks  on  this  part 
of  Dr  Jackfon’s  treatife,  it  is  proper  to  obferve, 
that  in  many  different  places  he  acknowledges 
his  having  borrowed  many  of  his  Sentiments  on 
this  fubjed  from  that  diftinguifhed  phyfiologift 
Mr  John  Hunter.  And  he  even  mentions,  that 
molt  of  the  arguments  employed  in  Several  Sec¬ 
tions  are  to  be  confidered  as  his.  It  is  much  to t 
be  wifhed,  that  this  able  philofopher  would  com¬ 
municate  his  Sentiments  to  the  public  on  this i 
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fubjeft  in  his  own  words :  For  the  view  which 

* 

Dr  Jackfon  has  given,  while  it  ferves  in  fome 
degree  to  gratify,  mud  dill  more  excite  the  cu- 
riofity  of  the  reader. 

After  having  treated  of  fympathy  in  general, 
our  Author  proceeds,  in  the  fecond  part  of  his 
Treatife,  to  confider  febrile  fympathy,  and  con- 
fent  in  particular. 

Fever,  he  obferves,  is  a  date  of  the  fydem 
characterized  by  the  following  circumdances. 
After  an  almod  imperceptible  diminution  of 
drength  in  the  animal  functions,  there  comes  on 
fome  degree  of  cold  fhivering,  followed  by  an 
increafe  of  heat,  an  increafed  frequency  of  pulfe, 
and  increafed  general  debility.  After  this  defi¬ 
nition,  he  gives  a  very  accurate  enumeration  of 
the  different  phenomena  occurring  in  the  cold, 
hot,  and  fweating  dage  of  fever.  And  he  deli¬ 
vers  it  as  his  opinion,  that  fympathy  lays  the 
foundation  of  the  various  changes.  Parts  fimi- 
lar,  he  obferves,  fympathize  at  one  and  the  fame 
time  with  the  domach,  which  he  terms  the  grand 
fympathizer  and  fountain  of  fympathy. 

1  his  leads  him  to  confider  the  phyfiology  of 
the  domach,  and  its  various  affeCtions  in  fever. 
rf  hofe  affeCtions  of  which  he  particularly  treats, 
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are  anorexia,  naufea  and  vomiting.  Of  thefe  he 
thinks  a  more  fatisfa&ory  explanation  may  be 
given,  from  the  fuppofition  of  a  conftri£tion  of 
the  extreme  veffels  of  the  flomach,  than  on  any 
other  footing.  Every  one  will  allow,  he  ob- 
ferves,  that  there  is  a  fufficient  proof  of  fuch  a 
fyftem  of  veffels  being  prefent  in  the  flomach, 
from  the  frequent  inflances  of  large  ferous  fe- 
cretions,  or,  more  properly  fpeaking,  cffufions, 
which  are  colleded  there,  and  often  evacuated 
by  vomiting.  And  if  there  be  juft  grounds  for 
fuppofing  a  fpafm  to  be  formed  on  the  furface  of 
the  body,  it  is  but  reafonable  to  conclude,  that 
the  fame  may  take  place  in  the  flomach,  and  even 
through  the  whole  of  the  inteftinal  tube.  And 
if  the  former  is  in  the  extreme  veffels  of  the  fkin, 
it  may  from  analogy  be  fuppofed,  that  the  latter 
depends  upon  a  fimilar  affehlion  of  the  veffels  of 
the  firll  paffages. 

In  attempting  to  eftablifh  this  opinion.  Dr 
Jackfon  has  on  many  different  occafions  endea¬ 
voured  to  refute  the  opinion  contended  for  by 
Dr  Cullen,  who  will  not  admit  that  the  veffels  of 
the  flomach  have  any  concern  in  this  matter. 
On  this  fubjecl,  Dr  Jackfon  beftows  a  whole 
chapter,  in  which  he  treats  profeffedly  of  the 
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fympathy  and  confent  between  the  ftomach  and 
ikin  in  fever.  There  he  endeavours  to  fhow  that 
this  fympathy  and  confent  depends  upon  the  ba¬ 
lance  and  connection  of  the  extreme  veffels,  and 
not  upon  the  condition  of  the  mufcuiar  fibres  of 
the  ftomach.  And  he  is  of  opinion,  that  the 
balance  and  conne&ion  of  the  extreme  veffels 
giving  the  confent  between  the  ftomach  and  fkin* 
may  be  illuftrated  both  by  the  operation  of  me¬ 
dicines  and  the  general  phenomena  of  fever. 
Nay,  he  attempts  to  (hew,  and  in  our  opinion 
not  without  apparent  probability,  that  the  fame 
arguments  which  Dr  Cullen  has  made  ufe  of  to 
illuftrate  his  doctrine,  afford  ftill  ftronger  illu~ 
ftration  and  evidence  of  the  doctrine  now  ad¬ 
vanced. 

After  thus  attempting  an  examination  and  re¬ 
futation  of  Dr  Cullen’s  doctrine,  he  concludes 
the  prefent  work  by  giving  a  fummary  view  of 
his  own  opinion.  His  opinion  is,  that  the  re¬ 
mote  caufes  of  fever  act  with  a  fedative  effect, 
and  induce  a  debility  of  the  nervous  fyftem, 
whereby  the  vital  function  of  the  heart  and  arte¬ 
ries  is  confiderably  and  particularly  affeded  : 
That  this  debility  in  the  circulation  will  moft 
readily  be  felt  at  the  extreme  veffels,  which  ter- 
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minate  at  every  part  of  the  body ;  but  particu¬ 
larly  in  thofe  at  the  (kin  and  primse  vise,  from 
eftablifhed  conne&ion  and  mutual  balance:  That 
a  conftriclion  will  then  be  formed,  and  an  ob- 
ftruction  take  place  in  the  fecretions  in  general, 
in  the  exhalation  of  the  perfpirable  matter,  and 
effufion  of  the  gaflric  and  inteftinal  liquors : 
That  this  conftridlion  not  only  proves  a  general 
ffimulus  to  the  circulation,  in  confequence  of  a 
fympathy  between  the  heart  and  the  veffels,  but 
a  particular  one  to  the  flomach  itfelf,  as  the  firfl 
of  the  fecreting  organs :  That  this  flimulus,  at 
the  fame  time  that  it  increafes  the  adlion  of  the 
heart  and  arteries,  excites  the  flomach  to  vomit¬ 
ing  ;  both  which  effe&s  are  to  be  confidered  as 
the  efforts  of  the  vis  medicatrix  naturse,  for  the 
falutary  purpofe  of  refloring  the  condition  of  the 
extreme  veffels,  and  the  fecretory  organs  in  ge¬ 
neral,  to  their  natural  and  healthful  flate ;  which 
being  fully  accomplifhed,  the  pyrexia  and  vo¬ 
miting  abate.  Thefe  operations  our  author  fup-  ■ 
pofes  to  be  brought  about  upon  the  principle  of: 
a  Vis  insita  Sympathise. 

Of  this  theory,  we  leave  every  reader  to  formi 
a  judgment  for  hiinfelf.  While,  however,  we: 
obferve,  that  there  are  many  circumflances  ini 
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the  phenomena  of  fever,  which,  in  our  opinion, 
cannot  be  reconciled  to  this  or  to  any  other  hy¬ 
pothecs  which  has  yet  been  publiffied,  we  mud 
alfo  add,  that  we  confider  the  author  as  juftly 
entitled  to  the  merit  of  ingenuity,  and  fincerely 
wifh  him  all  fuccefs  in  his  future  fpeculations* 
He  has  indeed  borrowed  many  things  contain¬ 
ed  in  the  volume  before  us,  from  modern  phy- 
fiologifhs  of  the  firft  eminence,  particularly  from 
Mr  John  Hunter  and  Dr  Cullen.  From  the 
former,  he  has  drawn  a  great  fhare  of  the  firfl 
part  of  his  work  ;  and  from  the  latter,  of  the 
fecond.  But  he  has  in  many  different  places 
acknowledged  his  obligations,  both  to  them  and 
the  others ;  and  he  has  delivered  many  opi¬ 
nions  peculiar  to  himfelf.  In  fome  parts,  he 
nay  perhaps  be  confidered  as  having  given  too 
much  fcope  to  fancy  ;  yet,  from  a  candid  peru*  ' 
al  of  his  work,  the  difcerning  reader  will  find 
io  difficulty  in  difcovering  many  (hiking  marks 
if  fruitful  invention. 
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Vinaobonae. 

HE  treatife  now  under  confideration  is  di- 


±  vided  into  two  feftions ;  the  one,  “  De 
4€  caufa  mortis  fubmer forum  \j1>  and  the  other, 
44  De  auxiliis  fubmerfis  ferendis.?? 

In  the  firft  fe&ion,  our  author  takes  into  con¬ 
fideration,  the  different  opinions  which,  in  dif¬ 
ferent  ages,  have  prevailed,  refpe&ing  the  im¬ 
mediate  caufe  of  death  in  perfons  who  have  buf¬ 
fered  from  remaining  too  long  under  water. 

Galen,  he  obferves,  was  of  opinion,  that  death 
in  fuch  inftances  is  produced  from  the  too  free 
accefs  of  water,  not  only  to  the  ftomach,  but  to 
the  lungs ;  and  this  idea  was  univerfally  adopt¬ 
ed  by  all  his  followers,  till  towards  the  end  of 
laft  century. 

About  this  period,  Bohnius  of  Leipfick,  and 
after  him  Becker,  ventured  to  controvert  this 
do&rine  of  Galen.  For,  on  diffe&ing  different 
fubje&s,  whofe  bodies  had  been  long  iminerfed 
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in  water,  and  in  whofe  ftomachs  and  lungs  no 
water  was  difcovered,  they  were  thereby  in¬ 
duced  to  confider  it  as  certain,  that  death  in 
fuch  inftances  muff  depend  on  fome  other  caufe 
than  the  admiflion  of  water  to  the  ftomach  and 
lungs.  1 

This  opinion,  although  for  fome  time  much 
controverted,  yet  at  laft  came  to  be  generally 
received.  But  the  celebrated  Mr  Louis  of  Pa¬ 
ris,  in  the  profecution  of  a  fet  of  experiments  on 
this  fubjeft,  having,  in  a  variety  of  inftances, 
found  the  lungs  and  mucus  of  the  bronchia?  tin¬ 
ged  with  the  fame  colour  of  the  water  in  which 
the  animals  had  been  immerfed,  was  thereby  in¬ 
duced  to  confider  the  admiflion  of  water  to  the 
lungs  in  fuch  inftances,  as  the  caufe  of  death ; 
and  this  opinion  being  afterwards  adopted  by 
Haller  and  others,  came  at  laft  to  be  almoft; 
univerfally  admitted.  De  Haen,  however,  ha- 
ving,  in  the  difle&ion  of  different  fubje&s  who 
had  fuffered  by  immerfion  in  water*  found  no 
veftige  of  water  in  the  lungs,  continued  ftill  to 
fupport  the  opinion  of  Bohnius  and  Becker. 

Surrounded  with  fuch  a  variety  of  fentiments, 
all  of  them  fupported  by  great  authorities,  it 
comes  to  be  a  matter  of  much  difficulty,  our  au- 

L  3  thor 


164 


MEDICAL 


thor  obferves,  to  determine  which  of  thefe 
ought  to  be  adopted.  He  himfelf,  however,  is 
clearly  of  opinion,  that,  in  all  fuch  inftances, 
death  is  to  be  attributed  folely  to  the  confe- 
quences  arifing  from  a  doppage  of  refpiration  ; 
for  the  lungs,  in  a  collapfed  (late,  not  being  able 
to  receive  their  ufual  quantity  of  blood,  a  great¬ 
er  proportion  muft  of  courfe  be  fent  to  the  vef- 
fels  of  the  head;  and,  as  fuch  an  occurrence  muff 
certainly  terminate  in  apoplexy,  he  confiders  this 
as  the  ultimate  caufe  of  death.  By  the  experi¬ 
ments  of  Ruyfch,  Raau,  Boerhaave,  Portal,  and 
others,  this  fa£t  is  rendered  evident,  that  injec¬ 
tions  pafs  more  readily  and  freely  through  the 
lungs,  while  they  are  didended  with  air,  than 
when  in  a  collapfed  date;  and  if  fo,  no  doubt, 
he  thinks,  can  remain,  of  fuch  people  as  differ 
from  drowning,  dying  in  a  date  of  apoplexy. 

Having  thus  determined  the  caufe  of  death, 
in  fuch  cafes,  to  depend  on  a  too  great  quantity 
of  blood  being  forced  into  the  veffels  of  the 
brain,  he  now  proceeds  to  inquire  into  the  mod 
effe&ual  means  of  relief  in  fuch  indances  as  dill 
afford  forne  reafon  to  hope  for  fuccefs. 

The  nature  of  the  caufe,  our  author  obferves, 
at  once  points  out  the  propriety  of  an  immediate 
'  .  lofs 
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lofs  of  blood  ;  and,  for  obvious  reafons,  any 
blood  to  be  difcharged,  ought  to  be  taken  from 
the  jugular  vein.  Independent,  too,  of  the  vef- 
fels  of  the  brain  being  more  immediately  emp¬ 
tied  by  an  opening  in  this  vein,  we  are  more 
certain  of  procuring  a  free  difcharge  from  it 
than  from  any  other ;  for,  in  mod;  cafes  of  this 
kind,  it  is  a  very  difficult  matter  to  procure  any 
confiderable  quantity  of  blood  from  other  parts 
of  the  body. 

* 

At  the  fame  time  that  a  fufficient  quantity  of 
blood  is  difcharging,  attempts  ought  to  be  ma¬ 
king  for  procuring,  if  poffible,  a  return  of  refpi- 
ration.  For  this  purpole,  one  of  the  by-danders 
is  directed  to  apply  his  mouth  to  the  mouth  of 
the  patient ;  and,  having  by  drong  blowing  in¬ 
flated  the  lungs,  he  mud  with  one  hand  prevent 
the  efcape  of  air  by  the  nofe,  while  with  the 
other  he  compreffes  the  ched,  fo  as  to  imitate 
refpiration  as  nearly  as  poffible.  It  fometimes 
happens,  we  are  told,  that  the  lungs  cannot  in 
this  manner  be  properly  inflated :  in  fuch  cafes, 
we  are  defired  to  introduce  a  curved  tube 
at  one  of  the  nodrils,  and  to  fill  the  lungs  by 
means  of  it.  By  this  means,  as  recommended 
by  Mr  Portal,  the  tube  falls  directly  in  upon  the 
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glottis,  without  any  interference  with  the  epi¬ 
glottis  ;  a  circumftance  which  frequently  proves 
troublefome  on  every  attempt  to  introduce  fuch 
a  tube  by  the  mouth. 

When  however  even  this  method  of  inflating 
the  lungs  does  not  fucceed  properly,  broncho- 
tomy  is  recommended  as  the  laid  refource. 

I 

Together  with  thefe  remedies,  frictions  to 
every  part  of  the  body  are  recommended.  The 
body  is  directed  to  be  kept  in  a  moderate  degree 
of  heat  j  ftimulants  to  be  applied  to  the  nofe ; 
and  fome  advantage,  we  are  told,  has  been  reap¬ 
ed  from  injections  of  tobacco-fmoke  into  the  in^ 
teftines. 

Our  Author  condemns  the  idea  of  hanging 
the  perfon  by  the  feet  with  his  head  downwards. 
This  can  never  be  productive  of  any  advantage  ; 
and,  by  increafing  the  determination  of  blood  to 
the  head,  may  even  do  much  harm.  Emetics, 
he  thinks,  might  prove  hurtful ;  but  he  agrees 
with  TiflTot  in  recommending  fome  of  the  milder 
preparations  of  fquills,  not  with  a  view  to  excite 
vomiting,  but  merely  to  produce  a  gentle  degree 
of  naufea,  which,  in  fuch  cafes,  he  is  inclined  to 
eonfider  as  a  ftimulus  of  a  very  ufeful  nature. 
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Observations  on  the  fuperior  Efficacy  of  the  Red 
Feruvian  Bark ,  in  the  Cure  of  Agues ,  and  other 
Fevers ,  interfperfed  with  occafional  Remarks  on 
the  Treatjnent  of  other  Difeafes  by  the  fame  Re¬ 
medy .  Z>y  William  Saunders,  M.  D.  Member 
of  the  Royal  College  of  Phyficians  in  London ,  and 
Fhyfician  to  Guy’s  Hofpital.  8vo.  London. 

THE  efficacy  of  the  Peruvian  bark  in  tKe 
cure  of  intermittent  fevers,  is  now  univer- 
fally  admitted.  Almoft  every  inftance  of  want 
of  fuccefs  is  with  juftice  attributed  either  to  the 
medicine  being  bad  in  quality,  or  improperly  ad- 
miniftered.  While  the  belt  mode  of  adminiilra- 
tion  is  a  fubje£t  which  has  engaged  the  attention 
of  many  of  the  moll:  able  writers,  the  proper 
choice  of  the  bark  itfelf  is  perhaps  hill  more  im¬ 
portant  in  a&ual  practice.  In  the  treatife  now 
before  us,  Dr  Saunders  attempts  to  throw  new 
light,  both  on  the  choice  of  this  medicine,  and 
on  its  general  application  in  pra&ice.  We  can 
have  no  difficulty,  therefore,  in  giving  our  affient 
to  the  author’s  afferticn,  when  he  obferves, 
that,  if  the  execution  of  his  work  were  equal  to 
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its  importance,  it  would  challenge  the  attention 
of  the  public  in  a  degree  far  above  mofl  medical 
fubje&s. 

Dr  Saunders  introduces  his  obfervations  with 
fome  remarks  on  what  has  been  faid  by  former 
writers  refpe&ing  the  choice  of  Peruvian  bark. 
He  obferves,  that  the  inhabitants  of  Old  Spain 
hold  the  Peruvian  bark  which  is  in  pieces  of  the 
larged  fize  in  the  highed  edimation  ;  but  that, 
in  England,  the  fmall  and  quill  bark  has  been 
preferred.  He  mentions  feveral  circumdances, 
by  which  it  is  rendered  probable,  that  the  for¬ 
mer  is  furnifhed  from  the  trunks  of  old  trees ; 
while  the  latter  is  obtained  from  younger  trees, 
not  yet  arrived  at  their  full  maturity.  From  this 
circumdance  alone,  fome  prefumption  is  afford¬ 
ed,  that  it  is  a  bark  of  a  weaker  quality.  But 
whatever  may  be  the  true  caufe  of  the  differ¬ 
ences  in  the  appearance  of  Peruvian  bark,  in 
the  treatife  now  before  us,  undeniable  evidence 
is  afforded,  that  the  bark  of  a  large  kind,  ha¬ 
ving  a  coarfe  appearance  and  red  colour,  is  of 
much  fuperior  efficacy  to  the  white  or  yellow 
coloured  bark  which  has  hitherto  been  com¬ 
monly  imported  into  this  country. 
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A  confiderable  quantity  of  bark  of  the  former 
kind,  captured  in  a  Spanifh  flfip  from  Lima,  was 
purchafed  by  feveral  druggifts  in  London.  Of 
this  bark,  Dr  Saunders  gives  the  following  de- 
fcription  :  It  is,  fays  he,  in  much  larger  and 
thicker  pieces  than  the  common  Peruvian  bark. 
It  evidently  confifts  of  three  diftinft  layers :  the 
exterior  thin,  rugged,  and  of  a  reddifh  brown 
colour ;  the  middle  thicker,  more  compaft,  of  a 
darker  colour,  extremely  brittle,  and  evidently 
containing  a  large  proportion  of  refmous  inflam¬ 
mable  matter  ;  the  innermoft  of  a  more  woody 
and  fibrous  appearance,  and  of  a  brighter  red, 
than  the  former.  In  reducing  entire  pieces  of 
this  bark  to  powder,  the  middle  layer  does  not 
fo  eafily  give  way  to  the  peftle  as  the  others ; 
but  when  due  care  has  been  beflowed  in  redu¬ 
cing  the  wrhole  to  a  fine  powder,  it  is  evidently 
more  aromatic,  and  has  a  greater  degree  of  bit- 
ternefs,  than  the  common  bark.  To  determine 
Hill  farther  the  comparative  powers  of  thefe  ar¬ 
ticles,  Dr  Saunders  infiituted  feveral  pharmaceu¬ 
tical  experiments,  of  which  he  has  given  a  detail 
at  full  length.  In  thefe,  he  tried  them  with  wa¬ 
tery  and  fpiritous  menftrua,  by  the  addition  of 
chalybeates,  mineral  acids, &c.  From  thefe  expe¬ 
riments. 


riments,  for  a  more  particular  account  of  which 
we  mu  ft  refer  our  readers  to  the  work  itfelf,  he 
draws  the  following  conclufions  : 

1.  rIhat  the  red  Peruvian  bark  is  more  foluble 
than  the  common,  both  in  water  and  fpirit. 

2.  That  it  contains  a  much  larger  proportion 
of  a&ive  and  refmous  parts. 

3.  That  its  a&ive  parts,  even  when  much  di¬ 
luted,  retain  their  fenfible  qualities  in  a  higher 
degree  than  the  mo  ft  faturated  folutions  of  com¬ 
mon  bark. 

4.  That  it  does  not  undergo  the  fame  decom- 
pofition  of  its  parts  by  boiling  as  the  common 
Peruvian  bark. 

And  as  a  proof  of  the  fuperior  antifeptic 
power  of  the  red  bark,  he  obferves,  that  both 
its  cold  infufion  and  deco&ion  were  found  to 
preferve  entire  their  bitter  and  other  medicated 
qualities ;  while  the  infufion  and  decoftion  of 
common  bark,  prepared  at  the  fame  time,  and 
in  the  fame  proportions,  had  altogether  loft  their 
fenfible  qualities. 

To  thefe  pharmaceutical  experiments,  Dr  Saun¬ 
ders  next  fubjoins  fome  obfervations  on  the  ge¬ 
neral  operation  of  bark  on  the  human  body. 
He  obferves,  that  in  health  it  promotes  appetite 
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and  digeftion,  it  has  a  tendency  to  bind  the 
belly,  and  it  renders  the  pulfe  fuller  and  ftrong- 
er.  All  thefe  effeds  he  has  found  produced  in 
a  much  higher  degree,  by  the  red,  than  by  the 
common  Peruvian  bark.  With  regard  to  the 
ufe  of  the  bark  in  the  .cure  of  intermittents,  he 
obferves,  that  although  cautious  and  timid  prac¬ 
titioners  have  in  general  forbid  its  ufe,  till  eva¬ 
cuations  have  been  made ;  yet  in  thefe  which 
are  endemic,  in  low  and  marfhy  fituations,  it 
cannot  be  given  too  early ;  and  that  the  ufe  ei¬ 
ther  of  emetics  or  purgatives,  as  preparatory,  is 
not  only  unneceffary,  but  in  fome  cares  produc¬ 
tive  of  more  debility,  and  therefore  to  be  avoid¬ 
ed.  By  this,  however,  he  does  not  mean  to  in- 
finuate,  that  no  cafes  occur  in  which  it  may  not 
be  prudent  to  adminifter  a  vomit,  efpecially  to 
perfons  fubjed  to  bilious  accumulations  in  the 
ftomach.  But  this  is  more  with  the  view  of  re¬ 
moving  an  obftacle  to  the  operation  of  the  bark, 
than  as  neceffary  to  render  it  lafe. 

Dr  Saunders  agrees  with  molt  praditioners, 
in  thinking,  that  bark  cures  intermittents  more 
readily  when  taken  in  fubftance,  than  in  any  o- 
ther  form.  But  he  thinks,  that  it  ought  rather 
to  be  diffufed  in  fome  liquid,  than  given  in  the 

form 
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form  of  an  electuary  or  pills,  which  are  fome* 
times  difficultly  foluble.  As  the  belt  means  of 
correcting  the  tafle,  he  recommends  that  it 
fhould  be  taken  in  milk,  old  hock,  or  a  folution 
of  extract  of  liquorice.  With  regard  to  the 
dofe,  he  thinks  it  unneceffary  to  limit  it ;  one 
dram  given  every  hour,  will  remove  the  difeaie 
more  quickly  than  a  fmaller  quantity  given  at 
longer  periods. 

He  has  found  in  feveral  inftances,  that  the 
red  bark  has  removed  both  tertians  and  quar¬ 
tans,  which  had  refilled  the  common  bark.  It 
is  fo  much  warmer  than  the  other,  that  it  an- 
fwers  all  the  purpofes  derived  from  the  union 
of  cordials  and  aromatics  with  the  common 
bark.  In  proof  of  this,  feveral  cafes  are  related. 
From  the  firft  of  thefe,  it  appears,  that  an  inter¬ 
mittent  fever,  which  had  continued  for  five 
months,  and  had  obftinately  refilled  the  com¬ 
mon  bark,  although  taken  to  the  quantity  of  a 
dram  every  hour,  was  cured  by  taking  one 
dram  of  the  red  bark  every  fecond  hour,  for 
the  fpace  of  ten  days. 

From  this,  and  feveral  fimilar  cafes,  Dr  Saun¬ 
ders  began  to  entertain  hopes,  that  even  a  cold 
infufion  of  the  red  bark  would,  in  moll  cafes. 
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cure  intermittent  fevers,  and  in  all  other  cafes 
would  anfwer  every  end  which  could  be  expect¬ 
ed  from  common  Peruvian  bark,  in  any  form 
in  which  it  had  hitherto  been  employed.  He 
accordingly  formed  a  cold  infufion,  by  pouring 
a  quart  of  cold  water  on  two  ounces  of  the  red 
bark  in  fine  powder,  and  frequently  agitating 
the  mixture  for  the  fpace  of  twenty-four  hours. 
Three  cafes  are  related  of  trials  made  writh  this 
infufion.  In  the  firfl;  of  thefe,  a  tertian,  which 
had  fubfifted  for  many  months,  was  flopped  in 
two  days,  by  taking  four  ounces  of  the  cold  in¬ 
fufion  every  third  hour.  And  by  perfevering  in 
its  ufe  for  fourteen  days,  the  patient  was  perfect¬ 
ly  cured.  In  the  fecond  cafe,  a  tertian  of  five 
weeks  Handing,  accompanied  with  a  confider- 
able  degree  of  cough,  efpecially  occurring  in 
the  cold  fit,  was  cured  by  the  cold  infufion, 
taken  in  the  fame  manner,  and  the  cough  alfo 
was  totally  removed.  And  in  the  third,  a  quo¬ 
tidian,  which  had  continued  near  a  year,  was 
removed  by  taking  the  cold  infufion,  to  the  ex¬ 
tent  of  a  quart  in  twenty-four  hours,  for  three 
days. 

To  thefe  cafes,  Dr  Saunders  fubjoins  fome 
obfervations  on  the  ufe  of  the  red  bark  in  the 
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cure  of  other  fevers.  He  obferves,  that  the  fe<* 
vers  of  this  country  feldorn  have  regular  remif- 
fions,  until  they  have  been  properly  treated,  by 
evacuations,  the  inflammatory  by  bleeding,  and 
the  bilious  by  vomiting  and  purging.  But  when 
they  are  brought  into  fuch  a  (late  of  remifiion, 
that  the  pulfe  becomes  flower,  that  the  reftlefT- 
nefs,  anxiety  and  tendency  to  delirium,  abate, 
that  the  mouth  and  fauces  are  moift,  and  that 
the  (kin  is  more  open  and  pervious  at  fome  par¬ 
ticular  time  in  the  twenty-four  hours,  he  thinks 
that  tj?f  b-'“k  may  be  given  with  the  fame  free¬ 
dom  as  in  fevers  with  diftind  intermiflion,  and 
that  the  red  bark  may  be  employed  with  pecu¬ 
liar  advantage. 

Notwithflanding  the  inflammation  at  the  at¬ 
tack  of  acute  rheumatifm,  and  the  appearance 
of  the  blood  in  that  difeafe,  Dr  Saunders  con¬ 
tends,  that  the  difeafe  very  early  aflumes  the 
form  of  a  remitting  fever.  When  this  comes 
to  be  the  cafe,  he  condemns  the  perfeverance  in 
the  antiphlogiftic  plan,  and  recommends  a  cold 
infufion  of  the  red  bark,  which  he  tells  us,  he 
has  found  from  experience  to  be  much  more 
fuccefsful  than  the  ufe  of  volatiles  and  guaiac. 

In 
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In  putrid  and  malignant  fevers.  Dr  Saunders 
thinks  that  the  cure  is  to  be  effe&ed  by  vomit¬ 
ing  and  warm  cordials ;  and,  as  the  belt  article 
of  the  latter  kind*  he  recommends  the  red  bark, 
infufed  in  wine,  by  which  means,  it  becomes  a 
more  powerful  antifeptic.  With  the  fame  in¬ 
tention  alfo,  he  recommends  ks  union  with 
acids. 

Upon  -the  whole,  Dr  Saunders  concludes  with 
expreffing  his  hopes,  that  the  obfervations  which 
he  has  prefented  to  the  public,  will  remove  all 
prejudices  againfl  a  Peruvian  bark  c  Arger 
and  coarfer  appearance,  and  redder  colour  than 
that  commonly  employed.  And,  in  confirma¬ 
tion  of  his  own  opinion,  he  fubjoins  extra&s 
of  letters  from  Mr  Jacob  of  Feverfham,  Mr 
Boyfe  of  Sandwich,  Sir  William  Bilhop,  Dr 
Withering  of  Birmingham,  Mr  Sherwin  of  En¬ 
field,  and  Dr  Fothergill  of  Harpur-ftreet.  The 
concurring  teftimony  of  all  thefe  eminent  prac¬ 
titioners,  confirm  the  opinion  which  Dr  Saun¬ 
ders  had  formed  from  his  own  obfervations,  and 
fhews  that  the  red  Peruvian  bark  is  more  pow¬ 
erful  than  any  other  kind. 
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VI. 

An  Account  of  fame  Experiments  on  Mercury,  Sit- 
<ver ,  and  Gold ,  made  at  Guildford,  in  May 
in  the  Laboratory  of  James  Price,  M.D.  F.  R.  S. 
To  which  is  prefixed  an  Abridgement  of  Boyle's 
Account  of  the  Degradation  of  Gold.  8vo.  Ox¬ 
ford. 

THE  numerous  fictions  with  which  alchy- 
mifts  impofed  upon  the  world,  in  darker 
ages,  have  long  fince  been  fully  refuted  and  expo- 
fed  in  the  molt  fatisfa&ory  manner.  After  what 
has  already  been  faid  and  done  upon  this  fubjeft, 
it  would  hardly  have  been  expected,  that,  in  the 
end  of  the  eighteenth  century,  any  philofopher 
would  have  been  found  hardy  enough  to  lay  pre¬ 
tentions  to  the  art  of  making  gold.  1  lie  principal 
intention,  however,  of  the  treatife  now  before  us„. 
feems  to  be,  to  announce  to  the  public,  difcoveriest 
which,  if  well  founded,  are  unqueftionably  the: 
mpft  extraordinary  that  have  been  made  for  many 
years.  Among  others,  we  may  mention  the  fixing] 
of  mercury,  fo  that  it  is  prevented  from  boiling 
in  a  red  heat,  and  the  tranfmutation  of  bafen 
metals  into  gold  and  filver. 
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Thcle  difcoveries,  however,  Angular  as  they 
muft  appear,  are  now  announced  to  the  public, 
not  on  the  authority  of  a  namelefs  or  obfcure 
inventor,  but  on  that  of  a  gentleman  of  in¬ 
dependent  foitune,  whofe  induff rious  exertions, 
and  fuccefsful  attainment  of  knowledge  in  the 
line  of  chemiftry,  have  been  rewarded  with 
marks  of  peculiar  diftinaion  by  one  of  the  molt 
eminent  and  learned  focieties  in  Europe,  the 
Univerfity  of  Oxford.  And  Hill  farther  weight 
is  added  to  the  narrative,  from  the  experiments 
having  been  performed  in  prefence  of  many 
witneffes ;  among  whom  are  feveral  names  of 
high  eminence,  both  in  the  political  and  in 
the  literary  world.  We  may  therefore  necef- 
farily  fuppofe,  that  they  could  neither  be  decei¬ 
ved  themfelves,  nor  could  harbour  an  intention 
of  deceiving  others. 

Under  thefe  circumftances,  notwithffanding 
the  molt  pofitive  preconceived  opinion  againft 
the  poffibility  of  converting  bafer  metal  into 
gold,  and  of  preventing  the  natural,  and,  we 
may  fafely  venture  to  fay,  almoft  irrefilfible  in¬ 
fluence  of  fire  ;  yet  flill  every  one  who  is  a  real 
friend  to  improvement,  mult  confider  the  trea- 
tife  before  us  as  meriting  fome  attention. 
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In  the  introduction  to  this  treatife,  Dr  Price 
©bferves,  that  a  frequent  perufal  of  ancient  che¬ 
mical  writers  inclined  him  to  believe,  that  the 
wonders  related  in  their  works,  though  fre¬ 
quently  exaggerated,  had  at  leaft  fome  founda¬ 
tion  ;  and  he  found  that  fome  difcoveries,  fup- 
pofed  to  be  modern,  were  really  recorded  by 
very  ancient  writers.  Specific  gravity  being 
ufually  confidered  as  one  of  the  leaft  dubious 
marks  of  real  identity  between  two  bodies  other- 
wife  diflimilar,  it  feemed  probable  to  our  author, 

✓  A 

that  mercury  and  gold  had  a  bafis  nearly  alike ; 
while  the  remarkable  analogies  between  the  ha¬ 
bitudes  of  filver  and  mercury  to  chemical  fob 
vents  and  other  agents,  are  known  to  every 
chemift.  Ainidll  thefe  reflections,  although  be¬ 
wildered  in  a  chaos  of  difcordant  opinions,  yet; 
the  fpecious  glitter  of  fome  broken  gems  allured1 
him  to  profecute  his  fearch  concerning  thefe; 
lubjects  of  which  he  here  treats  :  And  that,  ini 
thefe,  he  has  obtained  a  degree  of  fuccefs  be¬ 
yond  any  former  inquirer,  appears  from  the  re- 
fult  of  the  experiments,  of  which  a  detail  is  here: 
given,  and  which  were  performed  in  prefence  of 
many  witneflfes,  all  of  whom  were  fully  qualified 
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to  deted  fallacy  in  a  matter  in  which  every  man 
of  common  fagacity  could  not  be  deceived. 

To  the  introdudion  of  this  work,  as  may  be 
inferred  from  the  title,  is  prefixed  an  abftrad  of 
Mr  Boyle’s  account  of  a  degradation  of  gold. 
Of  this  it  would  be  altogether  foreign  to  our 
plan  to  give  any  analyfis ;  and,  in  place  of  at» 
tempting  to  give  a  fhort  view  of  all  the  experi¬ 
ments  in  Dr  Price’s  treatife,  we  fiiall  here  pre- 
fent  our  readers  with  a  few  of  them  at  full 
length,  from  which  we  apprehend  they  will  be 
better  able  to  form  a  judgment  on  this  fubjed, 
chan  from  any  analyfis. 

Experiment  I.  made  May  6.  1782,  before  the 
Rev .  Mr  Anderfon ,  Captain  Francis  Grofe ,  Mr 
Rujfell ,  and  Enfign  D.  Grofe. 

Half  an  ounce  of  mercury,  provided  by  Cap¬ 
tain  Grofe,  bought  at  an  apothecary’s  of  the 
town,  was  placed  in  a  fmall  Hefiian  crucible 
brought  by  Mr  Ruilell,  on  a  flux  compofed  of 
borax,  alfo  brought  by  him ;  a  fmall  piece  of 
charcoal,  taken  out  of  a  fcuttle  fortuitoufly  by 
Mr  D.  Grofe,  and  examined  by  the  reft  of  the 
company ;  and  a  fmall  piece  of  nitre,  taken  alfo 
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without  feledtion  by  the  Rev.  Mr  Anderfon, 
from  a  quantity  in  common  ufe  in  the  laborato¬ 
ry.  Thefe  being  pounded  together  in  a  mortar, 
which  all  the  company  had  previouily  infpeCted, 
were  preffed  down  into  the  crucible  with  a  fmall 
peftle.  On  this  flux  the  mercury  was  poured 
by  Mr  Anderfon  ;  and  upon  it,  half  a  grain  of 
a  certain  powder,  of  a  deep  red  colour,  furnifh- 
ed  by  Dr  Price,  carefully  weighed  out  by  Mr 
Ruffed,  was  put  by  Mr  Anderfon. 

The  crucible  was  then  put  in  a  fire  of  a  mo¬ 
derate  red  heat  by  Dr  Price,  who,  from  his 
greater  facility  of  managing  the  fire  from  long 
habit,  was  thought  moft  eligible  to  conduct  the 
experiment.  He  repeatedly  called  the  attention 
of  the  company  to  obfenTe  the  itages  of  the  pro- 
cefs,  and  to  remark  in  every  part  of  it,  that  any 
voluntary  deception  on  his  part  was  impoflible. 

In  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  from  the  pro¬ 
jection  of  the  powder  and  the  placing  of  the 
crucible  in  the  fire,  he  obferved  to  the  company, 
who,  on  infpeCtion,  found  his  obfervation  true, 
that  the  mercury,  though  in  a  red-hot  crucible,, 
(hewed  no  figns  of  evaporation,  or  even  of  boil¬ 
ing.  The  fire  was  then  gradually  raifed,  with, 
attention  on  the  part  of  the  company,  and  re¬ 
peated. 
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peated  calls  for  that  attention  from  Dr  Price, 
that  no  undue  addition  might  be  made  to  the 
matter  in  the  crucible.  In  a  ftrong  glowing  red, 
or  rather  white-red,  a  fmall  dip  being  taken  on 
the  point  of  a  clean  iron-rod,  and,  when  cold, 
the  fcorias  fo  taken  and  knocked  off,  were 
fhewn  to  the  company,  and  found  replete  with 
final!  globules  of  a  whitifh-coloured  metal,  which, 
Dr  Price  obferved  to  them,  could  not  be  mer¬ 
cury,  as  being  evidently  fixed  in  that  ftrong 
heat,  but,  as  he  reprefented  to  them,  an  interme¬ 
diate  fubftance  between  mercury  and  a  more 
perfect  metal. 

A  fmall  quantity  of  borax,  brought  by  Mr 
Ruifell,  was  then  injected  by  him,  and  the  fire 
raifed,  but  with  the  fame  precautions  on  the 
part  of  Dr  Price,  to  fubje6t  every  thing  to  the 
minute  infpe&ion  of  the  perfons  prefent ;  and, 
after  continuing  it  in  a  ftrong  red  white  heat  for 
about  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  the  crucible  was 
carefully  taken  out,  and  gradually  cooled.  On 
breaking  it,  a  globule  of  yellow  metal  was  found 
at  bottom,  and,  in  the  fcorise,  fmall  ones,  which, 
when  colle&ed  and  placed  in  an  accurate  ba¬ 
lance  by  Mr  Ruflell,  were  found  to  wreigh  fully 
ten  grains.  This  metal  was,  in  prefence  of  the 
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above  mentioned  gentlemen,  fealed  up  in  a 
phial,  impreffed  with  the  feal  of  Mr  Anderfon, 
to  be  fubmitted  to  future  examination,  though 
every  one  prefent  was  perfuaded  that  the  metal 

0  V 

was  gold. 

The  feal  being  broke  the  next  morning  in 
prefence  of  the  former  company,  and  of  Captain 
Auden,  and  the  metal  hydrodaticalfy  examined, 
the  weight  of  the  larger  globule,  the  others  be¬ 
ing  too  minute  for  this  mode  of  examination, 
was  found  to  be  in  air  nine  grains  and  a  quar¬ 
ter,  and  in  diddled  water  of  temp.  Fahren.  fifty 
plus,  it  lod  fomething  more  than  three- eighths, 
but  not  quite  an  half,  of  a  grain.  The  fpecific 
gravity  mud  have  been  nearly  as  20  ;  1,  and  in 
this  edimate  all  prefent  acquiefced. 

After  this  hydrodatical  examination,  the  glo¬ 
bule  was  flattened  by  percuflion  into  a  thin 
plate,  and  examined  by  Mr  Ruflefl,  in  the  man¬ 
ner  of  artids  for  commercial  purpofes.  On  fi- 
nifhing  his  fcrutiny,  he  declared  it  to  be  as  good 
gold  as  the  grain  gold  of  the  refiners,  and  that 
he  would  readily  purchafe  fuch  gold  as  that  he 
had  jud  examined,  at  the  highed  price  demand? 
pd  for  the  pured  gold. 

The 
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The  plate  being  then  divided,  one  half  was, 
before  the  company,  fealed  up  by  Mr  Anderfon, 
to  be  fubmitted  to  a  trial  of  its  purity,  which 
Dr  Price  propofed  that  he  fhould  requefl  his 
friend  Dr  Higgins  of  Greek-flreet  to  make. 
The  remainder  being  put  into  aqua  regia  of  ni¬ 
trous  acid  and  fal  ammoniac,  afforded  a  folution 
fufficiently  rich,  before  the  company  feparated, 
to  yield,  with  folution  of  tin,  a  richly  coloured 
crimfon  precipitate. 

Captain  Grofe  was  accidentally  abfent  when 
the  precipitate  was  made,  but  faw  it  next  day. 
In  about  four  hours,  the  portion  of  metal  em¬ 
ployed  was  completely  diffolved  ;  and  the  next 
morning,  before  Captain  and  Mr  D.  Grofe,  and 
Mr  Ruffell,  Mr  Anderfon  being  prevented  from 
coming,  the  folution  being  divided  into  three 
portions,  the  following  experiments  were  made. 

To  the  firft  portion,  diluted  with  water,  was 
added  a  quantity  of  cauflic  volatile  alkali,  and 
the  precipitate,  which  was  copious,  being  duly 
feparated  and  dried,  about  a  grain  of  it,  placed 
on  a  tin-plate,  was  heated,  and  found  to  ex¬ 
plode  fmartly.  This  experiment  was  repeated 
three  times. 
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To  the  fecond  portion  diluted,  was  added  a 
portion  of  folution  of  tin  in  aqua  regia.  A 
beautiful  crimfon-coloured  precipitate  was  im¬ 
mediately  found  in  confiderable  quantity, 
which,  when  dried,  was  mixed  with  a  fufibie 
frit,  compofed  of  flint-powder  and  the  fluxes 
proper  for  the  ruby-glafs  of  Caflius,  in  the  pro¬ 
portion  of  five  grains  of  the  precipitate  to  two 
ounces  of  the  frit ;  and,  in  a  vitrifying  heat,  it 
afforded,  in  about  three  hours,  a  tranfparent 
glafs,  which,  by  heating,  again  affumed  an  ele¬ 
gant  crimfon  colour.  The  remainder,  which 
continued  in  the  fire,  alfo  affumed  a  bright  red 
colour. 

The  third  portion  being  mixed  with  vitriolic 
aether,  imparted  to  it  the  yellow  colour  given  to 
this  fluid  by  folutions  of  gold;  and  the  aether 
being  evaporated  in  a  fhallow  veffel,  a  thin  pur- 
pliih  pellicle  adhered  to  the  fide,  fpotted  in  fe- 
veral  places  with  yellow. 

Dr  Higgins  foon  after  receiving  the  piece  of 
metal,  favoured  the  author  with  an  anfwer,  in 
which  he  notified,  that  the  packet  came  to  him 
under  the  proper  feal,  and  that  he  was  well  fa- 
tisfied  of  the  purity  of  the  gold  he  had  received. 

Exp  e- 
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Experiment  II.  made  at  Dr  Price’s  May  8. 
1782,  before  Sir  Philip  Clarke ,  Dr  Spence ,  the 
Rev.  Mr  Anderfon ,  Captain  Grofe ,  Mr  Ruffe  If 
and  Enfign  Grofe . 

\  •  1 

Half  an  ounce  of  mercury  being  procured 
from  Mr  Cunningham,  an  apothecary  in  the 
town,  was  placed  on  a  flux  compofed  of  an 
ounce  of  powdered  charcoal,  two  drams  of  bo~ 

rax,  and  one  fcruple  of  nitre,  and,  on  it,  when 

.  •  * 

a  little  warm,  was  proje&ed  one  grain  of  a  white 
powder  furniflied  by  Dr  Price. 

After  the  crucible  had  acquired  a  red  heat, 
the  company  all  faw  the  mercury  lying  quiet  at 
the  bottom,  without  boiling  or  fmoking  in  the 
leaft ;  and  it  continued  in  this  tranquil  hate,  af¬ 
ter  it  had  gained  a  full  red  heat.  It  was  conti¬ 
nued  in  a  fire  gradually  augmented  to  a  white 
heat,  full  three  quarters  of  an  hour,  a  fmall  cru¬ 
cible,  previoufly  infpected,  being  inverted  on  it, 
to  prevent  coals  from  falling  in  ;  and  the  cru¬ 
cible  being  then  withdrawn  and  cooled,  many 
globules  of  white  metal  were  found  difiufed 
through  the  whole  mafs  of  the  fcoriae;  of  thefe, 
globules  were  collected,  to  the  weight  of  ten 
grains,  before  the  company  feparated,  and  con- 
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figned  to  the  care  of  Mr  Ruflfell,  who  took  them 
away  with  him. 

Part  of  the  remaining  globules  being  after¬ 
wards  collected,  by  pounding  the  crucible,  and 
waffiing  over  the  powder,  the  whole  melted  to¬ 
gether  amounted  to  thirteen  grains.  Mr  Ruf¬ 
fell,  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  days,  caufed  this  me¬ 
tal  to  be  aflayed  in  the  artifls  manner  for  the  re¬ 
finers,  at  the  office  of  Meffirs  Pratt  and  Dean, 
aflay- matters  near  Cheapfide,  and  they  reported 
it  to  be  ttlver  of  the  moft  complete  purity. 

i 

Experiment  VII.  made  Saturday  2§tb  of  May 
1782,  in  prefence  of  the  Lords  Onflow ,  King , 
and  Palmerflone ,  Sir  Robert  Barker ,  Sir  Philip 
Clarke ,  &c. 

Two  ounces  of  mercury  were  taken  from  a 
cittern  in  the  laboratory,  containing  about  two 
hundred  weight,  and  rubbed  up  with  a  few  drops 
of  aether,  in  a  fmall  Wedgewood’s  ware-mortar. 
A  grain  of  the  white  powder  was  then  projected, 
and  afterwards  rubbed  up  with  it.  The  mer¬ 
cury,  which,  before  the  addition  of  the  powder, 
had  been  very  bright  and  fluid,  was  now  percei¬ 
ved  by  the  company  to  be  dull,  and  to  run  hea- 
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vily.  It  was  poured  out  into  a  fmall  glafs-veffel ; 
and,  after  (landing  about  forty-five  minutes,  was 
put  into  a  cloth  to  be  drained.  It  now  poured 
fo  fluggifhly  that  the  latter  portions  of  it  feemed 
to  be  in  a  date  intermediate  between  fluidity 
and  folidity.  Great  part  of  the  fuperfluous 
mercury  being  drained  off”,  a  mafs,  fimilar  to 
an  amalgam,  was  left  in  the  cloth,  and  the  re¬ 
maining  mercury,  which  could  not  be  prefled 
out,  being  driven  off  by  fire,  from  a  portion, 
about  a  fourth  of  the  whole  mafs,  a  globule  of 
white  metal,  which  had  all  the  appearance  of  di¬ 
ver,  remained,  and  was  kept  in  a  white  heat  for 
about  two  minutes  before  the  blow-pipe.  This 
globule  weighed  about  ten  grains,  fo  that  the 
whole  produd,  by  means  of  one  grain,  if  col- 
leded,  would  have  been  found  to  be  forty  grains. 

On  the  fame  day,  and  before  the  fame  re- 
fpedable  company,  half  an  ounce  of  mercury, 
revivified  from  cinnabar,  brought  by  the  Rev, 
Mr  Anderfon,  was  by  him  placed  in  a  fmall 
round  Englifh  crucible,  taken  from  among  a 
number  of  others  in  the  laboratory  by  Lord 
Palmerdone,  on  a  flux  compofed  of  a  fmall 
piece  of  charcoal  and  a  piece  of  borax,  both  ta¬ 
ken  cafually  by  fome  of  the  company,  from  large 
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quantities,  and  pounded  in  a  mortar  previoufly 
infpe&ed  by  thofe  prefent. 

This  flux  being  prefled  down  in  the  crucible 
with  a  fmall  peftle  alfo  examined,  the  mercury 
was  poured  into  the  depreflion  by  one  of  the 
fpe&ators,  and  on  it  half  a  grain  bare  weight  of 
the  red  powder  was  put  by  Lord  Palmerftone. 
The  crucible  being  then  covered  with  a  lid,  ta¬ 
ken  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  crucible  from  a- 
mong  many  others,  and  fhewn  round  to  the 
company,  was  placed  in  the  furnace,  furround- 
ed  by  lighted  charcoal. 

One  or  more  of  the  company,  particularly  the 
Lords  King  and  Palmerftone,  were,  during  the 
whole  time  of  the  experiment,  clofe  to  the  fur¬ 
nace  and  operator,  and,  as  requefted  by  him, 
gave  the  clofeft  attention  to  every  part  of  the 

When  the  crucible  had  acquired  a  full  red 

/ 

heat,  the  cover,  was  removed,  and  feveral  of  the 
company  faw  the  mercury  in  a  tranquil  ftate, 
neither  evaporating  nor  boiling,  in  which  ftate 
it  continued  even  when  the  mercury  itfelf  was 
completely  ignited. 

The  cover  being  replaced,  the  fire  was  gra¬ 
dually  railed  to  a  white  heat.  The  crucible  be¬ 
ing 
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ing  continued  in  this  heat  for  thirty  minutes, 
was  taken  out,  cooled,  and  broke. 

A  globule  of  metal  was  found  at  the  bottom, 
neatly  fufed,  and  exa&ly  filling  the  cavity  of  the 
divided  fcorise.  The  globule  fell  out  by  the 
blow  among  the  fragments  of  the  crucible,  and 
was  taken  up  and  fhewm  round  to  the  company 
by  Lord  Palmerftone,  and  in  their  prefence  re¬ 
placed  in  the  hollow  of  the  vitrified  borax,  to 
which  it  was  accurately  adapted. 

Many  other  globules  were  diffufed  through 
the  fcorise  attached  to  the  fides  of  the  crucible, 
fragments  of  which  were  diftributed  among  the 
company  at  their  requeft. 

The  bead  which  lay  at  the  bottom  weighed 
about  ten  grains,  and  was  found  to  be  perfe&ly 
pure  filver,  as  appeared  from  the  report  of  an 
affay-mafter,  recommended  by  the  clerk  of  the 
goldfmiths  company. 

From  the  experiments  here  related,  every 
reader  will  be  able  to  form  an  opinion  for  him- 
felf  concerning  the  fuccefs  which  Dr  Price  has 
had.  But  without  prefuming  to  offer  any  re¬ 
marks  which  rnay  influence  their  judgment,  we 
cannot  help  exprefTmg  our  regret,  that  a  chemift 
in  Dr  Price’s  fituation,  fhould  not  have  alfo  pu- 
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blifhed  the  procefs  by  which  his  red  and  white 
powders  were  obtained ;  and  that  the  rather,  as 
we  are  told  in  the  introduction,  that  he  has  ah 
ready  expended  the  whole  of  them,  and  does 
not  propofe  to  furnifh  himfelf  with  a  fecond 
portion,  having  obtained  them  by  a  tedious  and 
operole  procefs,  the  effects  of  which  he  has  ex¬ 
perienced  to  be  injurious  to  his  health,  and 
that  he  mu  ft  therefore  avoid  the  repetition 
of  it* 

VIL 

An  Account  of  the  Jail  Fever ,  or  Typhus  Carcerum , 
as  it  appeared  at  Carlifle  in  the  year  1781.  By 
John  Heifham;  M.  D.  8vo.  London. 

OUR  author,  in  his  Preface,  afligns  as  the 
motive  of  the  prefent  publication,  “  That 
“  the  treatment  of  the  difeafe,  which  was  adopt- 
ed  and  fuccefsfully  purfued  at  Carlifle,  appear- 
“  ed  to  differ  in  fome  circumftances  from  what 
66  has  hitherto  obtained  in  general  practice,  par- 
<c  ticularly  in  the  more  early  application,  and  in 
66  the  much  freer  ufe,  of  bark  and  Port-wine. 
66  With  refpeCt  to  the  quantity  of  wine ;  where- 

as  Sir  J.  Pringle  never  directed  more  than  a 

C€  bottle 


COMMENTARIES. 


191 

“  bottle  in  the  day,  and  rarely  fo  much,  we 
“  have  prefcribed  from  one  bottle  to  two  bottles 
“  and  an  half  daily,  and  always  with  advantage. 
“  The  dofes  of  the  bark  are  alfo  nearly  double 
<c  t0  thofe  which  the  fame  eminent  Phyfician 
“  ufually  exhibited.” 

Here  we  mud  remark,  that  the  difference  of 
pra&ice  betwixt  our  author  and  Sir  J.  Pringle,  is 
more  apparent  than  real,  and  feems  to  us  chief¬ 
ly,  if  not  altogether,  to  originate  from  the  dif¬ 
ferent  fituations  in  which  they  were  placed.  The 
typhous  patients  of  Sir  J.  Pringle  were  foldiers, 
men  generally  about  the  prime  of  life,  well  fed, 
of  plethoric  habits  and  fanguine  temperaments  j 
of  courfe,  inflammatory  fymptoms  often  run 
high  during  the  firft  ftage  of  the  fever.  Sir  J. 
Pringle,  with  his  ufual  fagacity,  fometimes  took 
away  a  little  blood,  and  was  always  during  this 
period  referved  in  the  ufe  of  bark  and  wine. 
But,  in  the  latter  period,  he  judiciouily  gave 
both  thofe  articles  according  to  the  urgency  of 
fymptoms,  of  age,  the  conflitution  and  former 
habits  of  the  patient,  and  altogether  abftained 
from  the  ufe  of  the  lancet.  '  , 

Our  author’s  patients  again,  according  to  the 
account  he  has  given,  were  the  pooreft  and 
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meaneft  inhabitants  of  Carlifle,  all  of  them  ill 
fed,  ill  clothed,  and  many  of  them  pad  the  prime 
of  life.  He,  with  propriety  therefore,  altoge- 
ther  omitted  bleeding,  and  from  the  very  be¬ 
ginning  gave  bark  and  wine  with  a  liberal 
hand. 

The  truth  is,  here,  as  every  where  elle,  nc 
general  dodtrine  can  be  delivered,  which  is  nol 
varied  fomewhat  by  circumftances  and  fitua^ 
lion.  In  the  prefent  cafe,  it  would  be  equally 
unjuft  to  affirm,  with  Dr  Heifham,  that  twc 
bottles  and  a  half  of  port-wine  may  always  b< 
given,  with  advantage,  to  an  adult  in  the  typhu: 
carcerum,  as  to  fuppofe  with  Sir  J.  Pringle 
that  one  bottle  only  was  the  ftandard  quantity 
In  the  nature  of  things,  this  admits  not  of ; 
precife  limitation  ;  it  depends  upon  a  variety  c 
contingent  circumftances,  and  muft  always,  i) 
the  iaft  refort,  be  intruded  to  the  judgment  c 
the  praditioner,  at  the  patient’s  bed-fide. 

Thus  much,  candour,  and  a  reverence  for  th 
illuftrious  dead,  obliged  us  to  remark.  „ 

We  proceed  now  to  the  differtation  itfeli 
Dr  Heifham  divides  it  into  five  fedlions. 

In  the  JirJi’}  He  treats  of  the  hiftory  and  fymj 
toms  of  this  fever.  In  the  fecond ,  Of  the  pro 
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gnoflics.  In  the  third ,  Of  the  remote  caufes  of 
this  fever,  and  particularly  of  the  occafional 
caufes.  In  the  fourth ,  Of  the  caufes  which  pre- 
difpofed,  or  rendered  the  body  more  liable  to 
be  affedled  by  the  occafional  caufe  when  ap° 
plied.  And,  in  the  laft ,  He  treats  of  the  cure. 

With  refped  to  the  hiftory  of  the  difeafe,  we 
are  informed,  that  about  the  beginning  of  Aprils 
or  end  of  March,  this  fever  appeared  in  Carlifle, 
at  an  houfe  in  Richard-gate,  which  contains  a- 
bout  half  a  dozen  very  poor  families.  It  con¬ 
tinued  during  the  remainder  of  the  year,  but 
was  in  a  great  meafure  confined  to  the  town  it- 
felf;  and  then  it  raged  with  more  violence  in 
the  fuburbs  than  within  the  walls.  It  chiefly^ 
if  not  folely,  attacked  the  common  and  lower 
ranks  of  people,  more  efpecially  thofe  who  lived 
in  narrow,  clofe  confined  lanes,  and  in  finall 
crouded  apartments.  The  married  feemed 
more  fubjeft  to  it  than  the  fingle,  adults  than 
children,  and  women  than  men. 

On  the  6th  January  1782,  about  fix  hundred 
had  been  feized  with  it,  that  is,  about  one  in  e- 
leven  or  twelve  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  Carlifle, 
and  nearly  one  in  ten  died,  of  thofe  who  were 
attacked  by  the  diforder ;  for,  upon  fearching 
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the  regifter  of  deaths,  it  appeared,  that  two  fell 
victims  to  it  in  the  month  of  May,  four  in  June, 
four  in  July,  eight  in  Auguft,  feven  in  Septem¬ 
ber,  nine  in  October,  eight  in  November,  and 
fix  in  December  ;  in  all  forty-eight,  befides  a 
foldier  of  the  firft:  regiment  of  dragoons,  and 
three  Grangers. 

Our  author  next  prefents  us  with  a  very  di- 
ftinCt  detail  of  fymptoms,  which  he  very  proper¬ 
ly  divides  into  common  and  anomalous.  With 
refpeCt  to  the  common,  they  are  too  generally 
known  to  require  any  recapitulation.  The  ano¬ 
malous  are  the  following  :  A  diarrhoea  in  the 
firft  ftage  of  the  fever.  A  cough,  fometimes 
with,  at  other  times  without  expectoration. 
The  pulfe  now  and  then  (Longer  than  is  ufual  in 
typhus.  In  one  or  two  inftances,  a  difficulty  of 
making  water,  and  a  fwelling  of  the  abdomen, 
with  evident  fluctuation,  occurred. 

A  relapfe  was  never  obferved. 

Our  author,  though  a  profefled  believer  in 
the  general  doCtrine  of  critical  days,  and  eager 
to  have  his  faith  fupported  by  fome  new  props, 
on  this  occafion,  candidly  confefles  his  difap- 
pointment.  He  obferved  patients  die  in  almoft 
every  day  of  the  fever,  from  the  fifth  or  fixth, 

to  the  fixteenth  or  feventeenth,  and  the  falutary; 

terminations 
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terminations  occurred  as  frequently  on  the  non- 
critical,  as  on  the  critical  days. 

As  the  temperature  of  the  feafon  has  been  of- 
ten  fuppofed  greatly  to  influence  epidemic  dif- 
eafes,  we  have  here  a  regifter  of  the  iveather, 
as  to  cold,  heat  and  moifture,  previous  to  the 
appearance  of  the  difeafe,  at  its  rife,  and  during 
its  progrefs  and  decline. 

In  the  fecond  fedtion,  Dr  Heifliam  treats  of 
the  prognoftics  in  this  difeafe. 

On  this  part  of  the  fubjedt,  Dr  Heifliam  con¬ 
tents  himfelf  with  pointing  out,  Thofe 

fymptoms  which  indicate  a  favourable  iflue  ; 
and  next,  Thofe  which  portend  danger  and 
death.  He  is  of  opinion,  that  neither  petechke,  ' 
nor  a  bleeding  at  the  nofe,  unlefs  accompanied 
with  other  dangerous  fymptoms,  indicate  immi¬ 
nent  danger :  For  feveral  patients,  with  thofe 
fymptoms,  recovered  as  well  as  others  who  were 
not  affected  by  them.  He  never  obferved, 
however,  either  petechiae,  a  fcarlct  efflorefcence, 
or  a  bleeding  at  the  nofe,  in  patients  who  be¬ 
gan  to  take  the  bark  and  wine,  early  in  the  dif¬ 
eafe. 

dhe  remote  caufes  of  this  fever,  and  particu- 
larly  the  occafional  caufes,  are  the  fubjefts  con- 
fidered  in  the  third  fedtion. 

N3 
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Our  author  adduces  the  following  reafons  for 
believing  that  the  hate  of  the  weather  was  not 
a  very  powerful  agent  in  this  epidemic.  In  the 
firfi  place.  It  was  confined,  in  a  great  meafure, 
to  the  city  and  luburbs  of'Carlifie.  In  the  fe- 
cond  place,  The  Hate  of  the  air,  when  the  fever 
raged  with  the  greatell  violence,  wras  different 
from  what  it  had  been  when  it  firft  appeared, 
but  fimilar  to  what  it  was  when  the  difeafe  was 
manifeftly  on  the  decline. 

After  finding  the  (late  of  the  weather  an  in¬ 
adequate  caufe  to  produce  the  effects.  Dr  Hef 
fham  thinks  it  probable,  that  human  effluvia 
was  the  occafional  caufe  of  this  fever.  He  here 
enters  upon  the  argument  of  contagion  at  form 
length.  In  fupport  of  the  opinion,  the  melan¬ 
choly,  but  well  known  effects  of  human  effluvia, 
at  the  Affizes  held  at  Oxford,  in  the  year  1 577.. 
and  during  the  Seffions  of  the  Old  Bailie,  are 
quoted  and  appealed  to.  After  feveral  othei 
general  obfervations,  for  further  information,  we 
are  referred  to  Huxham,  Pringle  and  Lind. 

When  our  author  comes  to  treat  of  the  caufe, 
which  predifpofed,  or  rendered  the  body  more 
liable  to  be  affe&ed  by  the  occafional  caufe 
when  applied,  inftead  of  attempting  to  explain 
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the  modus  operandi  of  thofe  caufes,  he  deems  it 
enough  briefly  to  enumerate  .them  under  the 
nine  following  heads. 

1.  A  poor  watery  diet. 

2.  Uncleanlinefs. 

3.  Cold. 

4.  Intemperance  in  drinking. 

5.  Excefs  in  venery. 

6.  Fatigue. 

7.  Grief  and  anxiety. 

8.  Fear. 

9.  Previous  difeafe. 

By  avoiding  thofe  predifpofing  caufes,  the 
Dodtor  obferves,  that  perfons  even  expofed  to 
the  contagion,  will,  in  general,  efcape  the  dif¬ 
eafe  ;  but  to  render  them  Hill  more  fecure,  he 
recommends  a  generous  diet,  with  a  liberal  ufe 
of  wine,  or  fpirits,  the  Peruvian  bark,  and  mo¬ 
derate  exercife  in  the  open  air. 

In  the  fifth  fe&ion  of  this  work,  Dr  Heifham 
treats  of  the  cure. 

On  this  important  part  of  the  fubjedt,  our 
author  is  very  diffindt  and  correct,  but  his  prac¬ 
tice  does  not  appear  to  us  to  differ  very  mate¬ 
rially  from  that  now  generally  eftablifhed. 

N  4  From 
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From  the  train  of  fymptoms,  he  is  led  to  in¬ 
fer,  that  the  difeafe  in  a  great  meafure  confifts 
in  extreme  debility,  and  in  a  tendency  or  the 
fluids  towards  putrefadion.  Hence  the  follow¬ 
ing  indications  of  cure  are  deduced;  jirft ,  lo 
remove  the  caufes,  or  obviate  tne  eiieds  of  de¬ 
bility.  Secondly ,  To  obviate  or  correct  the  ten¬ 
dency  of  the  fluids  to  putrefadion. 

The  caufes  which  continue  to  operate  after 
the  difeafe  is  fully  formed  are,  effluvia  from  the 
patient’s  own  body,  grief,  anxiety,  and  fear. 
The  operation  of  the  firfl  of  thofe  caufes  may 
be  counteraded  in  a  great  degree  by  a  little  at¬ 
tention.  Of  this,  Dr  Heifham  was  well  aware. 
He  accordingly  ordered  the  patient  clean  linen 
every  day.  A  ftream  of  frefh  air  was  direded 
upon  the  fick-bed,  and  the  chamber  kept  pure 
and  fweet,  by  the  diligent  removal  of  the  excre¬ 
tions,  whether  feces  or  urine.  By  thefe  means, 
we  doubt  not,  an  accumulation  of  the  effluvia 
would  be  prevented,  and  of  courfe  its  virulence 
much  diminifhed. 

Dr  Heifham  next  fubjoins  fome  obfervations 
refpeding  the  regulation  of  paflioris  of  the  mind. 
He  direds,  that  if  the  patient  be  anxious  about 

his  fate,  he  fhould  be  infpired  by  hope  ;  if  influ¬ 
enced; 
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enced  by  fear,  his  courage  Ihould  be  roufed  ; 
and  if  grieved,  his  forrow  is  to  be  foothed. 
But,  above  all,  every  thing  which  tends  to  pro¬ 
duce  fear,  efpecially  in  thofe  who  are  already 
Pick,  ought  to  be  feduloufly  avoided.  This 
leads  the  author  to  take  notice  of  feme  prac¬ 
tices  in  Carlifle,  which  had  a  very  great  effect 
in  that  way,  particularly  the  tolling  of  the  death- 
bell,  the  invitation  to  burials  by  the  public  crier, 
and  the  funeral  pfalms  fung  through  the  flreets. 

As  foon,  however,  as  Dr  Heifharn  reprefented 
the  evil  tendency  of  thefe  practices  to  the  learn¬ 
ed  Dr  Percy,  then  Dean  of  Carlifle,  they  were 
mflantly  reformed  as  far  as  lay  in  his  power  ; 
in  example  well  worthy  of  imitation,  at  leafl:  on 
fimilar  occafions,  in  other  places  where  the  fame 

1 

pradtices  prevail. 

Our  author  next  proceeds  to  the  particular 
treatment  of  the  difeafe. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  epidemic,  be¬ 
fore  he  had  an  opportunity  of  accurately  afeer- 
taining  its  nature,  when  called  early  in  the  firfl: 
ftage  of  the  difeafe,  he  ordered  the  faline  mix¬ 
ture,  and,  in  cafe  of  coftivenefs,  fuch  a  quantity 
Df  tartar  emetic  combined  with  it  as  was  fuffi- 
cient  to  obviate  that  fymptom,  but  not  to  in-  • 
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duce  any  great  degree  either  of  naufea  or  vo¬ 
miting,  which  he  found  always  hurtful.  But, 
after  he  had  more  accurately  afcertained  the  na¬ 
ture  of  the  epidemic,  and  when  not  called, 
which  was  generally  the  cafe,  till  the  firft  ftage 
was  over,  he  rejeded  tartar  emetic  as  an  ufelefs 
and  even  noxious  medicine,  altogether  omitted 
the  faline  mixture,  and  confided  folely  in  the  li¬ 
beral  ufe  of  bark  and  wine. 

The  following  was  his  common  formula  for 
adminiftering  the  bark : 

1^.  Pulv.  cort.  Peruv.  opt.  unc.  unam. 

Rad.  ferp.  virgin,  dr.  duas. 

M.  &  divide  in  partes  duodecem  aequales  ;  fumat 
unam,  fecunda,  vel  tertia,  quaque  hora,  ex  vin. 
rubr.  hau ft. 

\ 

When  the  patient’s  ftomach  could  not  bear 
the  bark  in  fubftance,  a  ftrong  decodion  was 
ufed  as  a  fubftitute.  To  adults,  from  one  to 
two  bottles  and  a  half  of  wine,  were  given  in 
the  fpace  of  twenty-four  hours  ;  and  our  author 
thinks,  that  even  more  might  have  been  given 
with  advantage,  as  he  never  faw  any  bad  effeds 
from  an  excefs,  though  very  often  from  the  too 
fparing  ufe  of  this  grateful  cordial. 
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Pediluviurn  was  found  more  prejudicial  than 
ufeful ;  but  fomentations  of  the  feet  and  legs 
were  ufed  with  advantage. 5 

Though  blitters  did  not  appear  to  affeft  the 
general  fyttem,  or  raife  the  pulfe,  they  very  evi¬ 
dently  relieved  the  pain  of  the  head,  ivhich  was 
iften  violent. 

t  *  \  r 

The  fymptomatic  diarrhoea  was  immediately 
attempted  to  be  checked,  by  the  free  ufe  of 
ittringents  and  opium,  without  any  fear  of  re¬ 
taining  a  putrid  fomes  in  the  inteftinal  canal. 

Glyfters  were  feldom  employed,  unlefs  in  ca- 
*es  of  irritation,  from  a  too  long  retention  of 
:he  feces. 

When  fymptoms  of  catarrh  were  conjoined 
with  fever,  the  wine  and  medicines  were  admi- 
littered  a  little  warm,  and  the  rad.  ferpent.  virg. 
emitted.  When  the  debility  was  excefiive,  and 
:he  danger  great,  though  unattended  with  diar¬ 
rhoea,  our  author  had  recourfe  to  opium. 

With  refpeft  to  the  anomalous  fymptoms, 
»hey  were  left  entirely  to  nature. 

During  the  whole  courfe  of  the  difeafe,  the 
patient  w^s  permitted  the  free  ufe  of  fruits,  un¬ 
lefs  contraindicated  by  diarrhoea. 

By  adhering  tteadily  to  the  above  method, 
W&  are  allured,  that  all  the  fymptoms  were  alle¬ 
viated, 
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viated,  the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe  cut  fhort,  and 
the  patient  faved. 

VIII. 

Antonii  Brugmans  Magnet  if mus ,  feu  de  Ajfinita - 
tibus  Magneticis  Qbfervationes  Academics.  8vo 
Lugduni  Batavorum. 

OUR  author  points  out  a  new  and  conve¬ 
nient  method,  by  which  it  may  be  eafib 
known,  whether  any  body,  mineral,  animal  o 
vegetable,  is  attradled  by  the  magnet,  and  thus 
whether  it  contains  iron  or  not.  For,  althougl 
different  bodies  are  known  to  contain  iron,  botl 
by  the  teft  of  chemical  analyfis,  and  by  their  af 
Unity  to  the  magnet ;  yet  there  are  others,  which 
from  chemiftry,  we  know  to  be  poffeffed  of  : 
martial  principle,  which,  however,  do  not  affef 
the  mod  fenfible  magnetic  needle. 

Our  author,  in  the  prefent  work,  endeavour 
to  difcover  the  caufe  of  this  effedt,  and,  if  pof. 
fible,  to  obviate  it.  Nor  have  his  labours  bees 
unfuccefsful ;  for  he  has  found,  that  differen 
bodies,  which  feemed  altogether  deftitute  o 
iron,  fuch  as  vitriol  of  copper,  cork,  and  filbert' 
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nuts,  and  feveral  others,  are  eafily  attracted  by 
the  magnet. 

The  whole  of  our  author’s  method  turns  up¬ 
on  this,  that  the  bodies,  the  martial  principle  of 
which  we  wifh  to  afcertain,  fhould  be  rendered 
as  moveable  as  poffible.  For  this  purpofe,  he 
recommends  to  place  the  body  to  be  examined, 
upon  either  end  of  a  very  moveable  nonmagne¬ 
tic  needle  #,  or,  what  is  preferable,  upon  the  fur- 
face  of  very  pure  quickfilver,  or  very  limpid  wa¬ 
ter  ;  and,  in  this  fituation,  to  approach  to  it  a 
ftrong  natural  or  artificial  magnet  of  a  parallelo- 
piped  form. 

Quickfilver  anfwers  exceedingly  well  for  folid 
bodies,  fuch  as  woods,  (tones,  and  thofe  mine¬ 
rals  and  metals  which  do  not  readily  form  an 
amalgam  with  it.  But  fluid  bodies,  and  thofe 
minerals  which  eafily  unite  with  quickfilver,  and 
thus  deftroy  its  mobility,  are  either  to  be  com¬ 
mitted  to  water  alone,  or,  if  they  are  fpecifically 

heavier 

*  We  are  prevented  from  defcribing  this  needle  bv  the 
ivant  of  a  plate  ;  but  our  author  acknowledges,  that  it  has 
fequently  difapppointed  his  expectations;  on  which  ac¬ 
count,  it  is  neceffary,  on  examining  thofe  bodies  which 
contain  little  iron,  to  have  recourfe  to  quickfilver,  or  to 
kvater. 
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heavier  than  this  fluid,  or  form  mixtures  with  it, 
they  are  to  be  made  to  fwim  on  its  furface,  pla¬ 
ced  upon  a  fmall  piece  of  paper,  or  on  a  thin 
lens  of  concave  glafs ;  upon  which  the  approach 
of  a  good  magnet,  if  the  body  contains  iron,  will 
not  only  difcover  it,  but  will  frequently  give  it  a 
conftant  polarity. 

Many  trials,  which  our  author  made  with  the 
greateft  care,  fhow  the  utility  of  this  method, 
lie  found,  that  black  earth,  yellow,  red,  and 
green  ochre,  red  fullerVearth,  tobacco-pipe 
clay,  the  clay  of  the  Delft- ware,  and  all  veflels 
made  of  it,  Englifh  fuller’s-earth,  the  bolar 
earths,  and  all  kinds  of  terra  figillata,  and! 
other  kinds  of  earth  and  fand  of  a  black, . 
blue,  or  afh  colour,  did  not  refill:  the  adions 
of  a  good  magnet.  With  the  fame  event,, 
he  examined,  not  only  that  kind  of  clay  whichi 
is  uied  in  making  red  bricks,  but  every  other 
kind  which  acquires  a  yellow,  blue,  or  other  co¬ 
lour,  in  the  fire.  He  found,  that  red  bricks ■ 
were  capable  of  receiving  a  conftant  polarity.. 
Whether  that  pure  and  white  kind  of  argillace¬ 
ous  earth,  of  which  the  china  of  Saxony  and  Ja¬ 
pan  is  made,  would  fhow  the  fame  effect,  he: 
cannot  be  certain $  tor  although  china- veffelsi 
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are  attra&ed,  yet  he  informs  us,  that  he  has  of¬ 
ten  met  with  bodies  which  were  deflitute  of 
magnetic  power,  unlefs  they  had  undergone  the 
action  of  the  fire. 

Turfa,  when  frefh,  has  a  remarkable  affinity 
to  the  magnet.  The  longer,  however,  that  this 
Mil  is  expofed  to  the  open  air,  the  more  is  this 
power  diminifhed. 

Indurated  cement  ( ccementum )  becomes  a  true 
polar  magnet.  White  vitriol,  both  natural  and 
artificial,  as  alfo  green  and  blue  vitriol,  lapis  atra- 
mentarius,  touchflone,  (lone  of  which  millflones 
are  made,  lapis  pumicis  and  lazuli,  ardefia,  lava, 
fteatites  and  ferpentini  lapides,  tourmalinus,  fuc- 

t 

cinum,  feveral  precious  [tones,  as  ruby,  hyacin- 
thus  both  of  the  Eaft  and  Weft  Indies,  chryfoli- 
thus,  fmaragdus,  granite,  lapis  nephriticus,  tur- 
cofa,  fome  jafpides  and  achates,  as  alfo  feveral 
kinds  of  mica  and  afbeftus,  and  the  ores  of  iron, 
tin,  copper,  zinc,  cobalt,  and  quickfilver,  wrere 
moved  fooner  or  later  by  the  power  of  the  mag¬ 
net,  according  to  the  quantity  of  iron  which 
they  contained  ;  and  thus  clearly  proved  the  fal- 
fity  of  the  common  opinion,  that  the  ores  of  iron 
or  other  metals,  that  fiones  and  other  minerals 
which  contain  iron,  are  not  attracted  by  the 

magnet. 
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magnet,  unlefs  they  have  been  previoufly  calci¬ 
ned,1  either  by  themfelves,  or  with  fome  inflam¬ 
mable  body. 

Our  author  proceeds  to  fhow,  that  different 
animal  and  vegetable  fubflances,  of  the  martial 
principle  of  which  doubts  have  been  entertain¬ 
ed,  are  readily  attracted  by  the  magnet,  al¬ 
though  they  had  not  been  prepared  to  fhow  this 
affinity,  either  by  calcination,  or  any  other  ope¬ 
ration  whatever.  Thus,  fponge,  cork,  Peruvian 
bark,  filbert-nuts,  almonds,  the  old  bark  of 
trees,  cherry-flones,  the  woods  of  rhodium  and 
mahogany,  and  ivory,  gave  evident  marks  of  this 
magnetical  affinity,  when  a  fmall  piece  of  thefe 
bodies,  about  the  fize  of  a  pepper-corn  (for  a 
rounded  figure  is  preferable),  was  put  on  the 
furface  of  quickfilver,  and  a  ffrong  magnet  ap¬ 
proached  to  them. 

Other  fubflances,  again,  fhewed  a  magnetic 
power,  when  they  were  calcined,  or  reduced  to 
allies,  or  when  they  were,  according  to  Boer- 
haave’s  method,  changed  into  a  Ample  earth  fo 
called.  Of  this  kind  are  the  Alices  pyromachi, 
writing  paper,  foot,  white  wool,  feveral  herbs 
and  fruits,  the  feathers  of  birds,  Ans  of  fifli,  fea- 
fhells,  animal  bones  and  hair,  blood  and  its  fe- ■ 
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rum,  fat,  and  the  flefh  of  animals ;  the  calces  of 
fome  metals,  as  of  lead  and  zinc,  diaphoretic 
antimony,  red  precipitate  of  mercury,  turpeth 
mineral,  &c. ;  for  of  all  of  thefe,  a  greater  or 
fmaller  proportipn  adhered  to  the  magnet. 

By  thefe  experiments,  our  author  thinks,  we 
are  enabled  to  corredf  the  opinions  of  others  re- 
fpe&ing  the  producing  and  deftroying  the  mag¬ 
netic  power  in  bodies,  and  they  ferve  alfo  as  the 
foundation  of  new  do&rines. 

It  is  not  in  the  lead  to  be  wondered  at,  he  ob- 
ferves,  that  Becher  and  Geoffrey  procured  an  ar¬ 
tificial  iron  from  clay  or  argillaceous  earth  ;  for  a 
confiderable  quantity  of  it  enters  into  their  com- 
pofition,  and  is  only  feparated  by  a  chemical  pro- 
cefs.  A  certain  colour  of  earths,  fuch  as  afh  or 
ochery  coloured,  is  not  a  neceffary  mark  of 
magnetic  affinity ;  for  fometimes  thofe  of  a 
clayey  or  other  colour,  are  obferved  to  approach 
the  magnet  with  greater  force  than  others  whofe 
external  appearance  feemed  to  indicate  a  flrong- 
er  affinity :  yet  our  author  found,  by  repeated 
trials,  that  the  magnetic  power  decreafed  in  pro¬ 
portion  as  the  colour  of  bodies  came  nearer  to 
perfedf  whitenefs ;  fo  that  fome  earths,  and 
other  bodies  produced  from  them,  are  found, 
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which  have  no  magnetic  affinity  at  all.  He 
thinks,  that  indurated  cement  fhould  be  referred 
to  the  martial  earths,  on  account  of  the  great 
quantity  of  iron  which  it  contains. 

Our  author  could  not  deftroy  by  any  artifice 
the  magnetic  power  of  iron,  which  however  aU 
mo  ft  all  the  chemifts  deny  the  croci  of  iron  to 
poffefs ;  for  whether  he  examined  the  folutions 
of  this  metal  made  in  mineral  or  vegetable 
acids,  or  the  crocus  appofitivus  of  Stahl,  and 
other  calces  prepared  either  from  folutions  or 
with  fulphur,  or  iron  itfelf  expoled  for  a  length 
of  time  to  the  influence  of  the  open  air  andi 
moifture,  he  always  obferved  remarkable  proofs; 
of  magnetifm  ;  and  although  this  property  was 
in  fome  meafure  diminifhed,  yet  this  diminution; 
depended  upon  the  adherence  of  faiine  matter,, 
and  the  magnetic  power  was  fully  reftored! 

when  it  was  removed. 

# 

In  the  fame  manner,  the  reparation  of  phlogi- 
flon  from  iron  had  no  efledl  in  deftroying; 
its  magnetic  power.  The  fcorias  of  iron,  that 
had  been  fufed  with  nitre,  and  again  feparated; 
from  it,  were  readily  a&ed  upon  by  the  mag*; 
neb 
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Thus  no  art  is  capable  of  deftroying  or  de¬ 
compounding  this  metal,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to 
deprive  it  of  its  magnetic  affinity. 

Farther,  although  many  fubftanees,  fuch  as  the 
filex  pyromachus,  different  earths,  and  others 
which  we  enumerated  above,  become  magnetic 
by  calcination ;  yet  our  author  does  not  affent  to 
the  opinion  of  Mr  Buffon,  who  thinks  this  mag¬ 
netic  power  is  produced  by  the  fire ;  for  as  iron  is 
found  almofl  everywhere,  even  in  the  atmofphere 
itfelf,  he  imagines,  that  the  martial  principle  of 
thofe  bodies  is  only  rendered  more  confpicuous 
by  the  force  of  the  fire. 

Red  coral,  the  external  habit  of  which  bears 
marks  of  an  admixture  of  iron,  even  when  pre¬ 
pared  by  calcination,  did  not  fhow  any  magnetic 
affinity :  Hence  our  author  infers,  that  the  co¬ 
lour  of  mineral  bodies  depends,  in  fome  in- 
ftances,  upon  the  martial  principle,  and  in  others 
upon  an  inflammable  matter  alone. 

The  magnetic  attraction,  which  fome  bodies 
fhow  after  calcination  inftituted  with  inflam¬ 
mable  fubftanees,  does  not  always  depend  upon 
the  iron  contained  in  the  calcined  body,  but  up¬ 
on  the  martial  principle  of  the  inflammable  mat¬ 
ter.  Thus,  white  chalk  calcined  per  fe  has  no 

O  2  magnetic 


magnetic  affinity ;  but  when  tallow  is  added  du^ 
ring  the  calcination,  the  whole  mafs  is  attra&ed 
by  the  magnet.  Hence,  in  order  to  afcertain 
the  prefence  of  iron  in  any  body,  it  ought  to  be 
calcined  without  any  addition  whatever* 
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Obfervations  on  Regimen  and  Preparation  under 
Inoculation ,  and  on  the  treatment  of  the  Natu - 
r#Z  S/7Ztf//  Pc#,  #»  the  Weft  Indies •  Ti 
tfrf  added ,  Stridures  on  the  Suttonian  Prac~ 
tice  ;  in  a  Letter  to  Dr  Andrew  Duncan.  By 
James  Makittrick-Adair,  Fellow  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Phyficians  at  Edinburgh . 


Antigua ,  July  7,4..  1780. 


SOME  years  ago,  I  had  prepared  for  the 
prefs  fome  obfervations  on  the  Suttonian 
regimen  and  pra&ice  under  inoculation  \  but 
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my  fudden  and  unexpected  return  to  this  co¬ 
lony,  and  the  multiplicity  of  my  avocations  here, 
prevented  even  the  recollection  of  my  former 
intention,  until  the  fmall  pox  broke  out  in  the 
metropolis  of  this  ifland,  when  a  general  inocu¬ 
lation  became  neceflary. 

I  take  the  liberty  of  tranfmitting  to  you  a  nar¬ 
rative  of  my  practice,  not  only  under  inocula¬ 
tion,  but  in  the  natural  finall  pox,  as  concerted 
with,  and,  I  believe,  generally  adopted  by,  your 
oAuondam  pupil,  and  our  mutual  friend  Dr  Sa¬ 
muel  Athill ;  and  Ihall  fubjoin  fome  ftridures 
on  the  Suttonian  mode  of  treatment. 

Should  it  be  objeded,  that  I  have  been  anti¬ 
cipated  in  fome  of  my  ftridures,  I  anfwer,  that 
allowing  this  to  be  true  $  yet,  befides  fome  hints 
that  are  new,  no  author  that  I  have  read,  has, 
on  his  own  experience,  fo  fully  pointed  out  the 
bad  effeds  which  may  refult  from  the  repellent 
plan.  If,  therefore,  a  due  attention  to  the  fol¬ 
lowing  remarks,  {hall  tend  to  awaken  the  fufpi- 
cion  of  medical  men,  and  thereby  lead  them  to 

watch  its  effeds,  I  fhali  not  have  publifhed  in 

vain. 
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Sect.  I.  Treatment  under  Inoculation . 

The  unavoidable  communication  between  the 
Haves  in  each  plantation,  made  it  neceflary  to 
inoculate,  without  regarding  the  circumftance 
of  pregnancy  or  chronic  complaints :  A  few 
were  inoculated  by  a  faturated  thread  5  but,  in 
general,  by  a  lancet  loaded  with  the  matter  of 
a  maturated  puflule. 

The  ordinary  diet  of  the  (laves  being  Ample, 
little  change  was  neceflary ;  nor  was  I  very  ri» 
gid  with  refpe£t  to  the  regimen  even  of  white 
patients. 

In  compliance  with  cuflotn,  t  purged  twice 
before  inoculation,  and  once  between  that  and 
the  eruptive  fever ;  to  all  the  healthy,  above 
three  months,  purging  pills  of  jalap,  calomel  and 
emetic  tartar  were  given  ;  for  very  young  in* 
fants,  magnefia,  mercurius  alkalifatus  and  ipe¬ 
cacuanha,  were  dire&ed  ;  and  fuch  as  were  con- 
ftitutionally  weak,  or  reduced  by  difeafe,  were 
put  upon  the  ufe  of  bark,  bitters,  animal  food 
and  wine. 

I  did  not  purge  the  mothers  of  fucking  in¬ 
fants,  deeming  the  practice  to  be  unneceflary, 
uncertain  and  abfurd. 

O  4  To 
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To  avoid  unnecefiary  repetitions,  I  fliall  di¬ 
vide  the  fmall  pox  into  four  flages  ;  the  febrile , 
eruptive yfuppuratory^  and  that  of  incruftation . 

Though  the  writers  on  the  fmall  pox,  in  ge¬ 
neral,  endeavour  to  affign  a  certain  number  of 
days  for  the  commencement  and  termination  of 
each  of  thofe  ftages ;  yet  I  have  found  that  a 
variety  of  circumflances  may  either  precipitate 
or  retard  them. 

\  •  ja 

About  three  days  before  I  expe&ed  the  erup¬ 
tive  fever,  I  dire&ed,  for  all  but  infants  at  the 
brcaft,  a  folution  of  emetic  tartar,  acidulated 
with  vitriolic  acid,  adding  as  much  laudanum 
as  fhould  prevent  fevere  naufea  and  vomiting : 
To  children  above  fix  months,  it  was  given 
without  the  acid ;  but  few  under  this  age  took 
It,  except  fuch  as  from  diflurbed  deep,  twitch- 
ings  and  ftartings,  feemed  to  be  threatened  with 
convulhons  $  and,  in  thefe  cafes,  I  generally 
preferred  a  tincture  of  ipecacuanha  with'  lauda¬ 
num. 

It  was  a  general  direction,  that  warm  water 
fhould  be  kept  in  readinefs,  for  the  immediate 
immerfion  of  fuch  as  were  threatened  with  con- 
vulfions  j  and  a  dofe  of  the  above  medicine  was 
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dire&ed  to  be  given,  and  repeated  every  hour, 
or  two  hours,  until  the  fpafms  ceafed. 

This  diaphoretic,  which  generally  fweated, 
and  fometimes  vomited,  was  continued  till  the 
eruption  appeared ;  after  which  period,  no  me¬ 
dicine  was  given,  mnlefs  a  profufe  eruption,  or 
fome  other  circumftance,  demanded  it. 

When  the  puftules  were  nearly  dried  on  the 
face,  I  purged  twice  or  thrice  with  the  prepara¬ 
tory  medicines,  but  in  a  larger  dofe. 

Sect.  II.  Natural  Small  Pox . 

Febrile  Stage .]  As  foon  as  I  fufpe&ed  the 
fever  to  be  variolous,  I  gave  to  adults  about  fix 
grains  of  calomel,  and  one  grain  of  emetic  tar¬ 
tar  ;  and  the  operation  being  finifhed,  I  conti¬ 
nued  the  medicine  in  hall  that  quantity,  every 
four,  fix  or  eight  hours,  until  I  could  pretty  ex- 
a&ly  determine  the  quantum  of  the  eruption ; 
If  it  was  likely  to  be  copious,  I  continued  the 
medicine  till  the  commencement  of  the  third 
fhge,  otherwife  1  defifted :  If  the  patient  was 
confiderably  vomited  or  purged  by  it,  I  order¬ 
ed  an  opiate  at  night,  but  not  otherwife.  To 
all  children  above  fix  months,  calomel  and  ipe¬ 
cacuanha 
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cacuanha  were  given  \  to  infants  under  that  age$ 
magnefia,  ipecacuanha  and  mercurius  alkalifatust 
To  the  infirm  of  any  age,  bark  and  mercurius 
alkalifatus  \  ufing  the  precautions  enumerated 
above,  to  obviate  or  remove  convulfions.  In 
one  cafe,  the  patient  was  bled,  on  account  of 
confiderable  pains,  anxiety  and  febrile  heat. 

Eruptive  St  age. If  the  eruption  promifed  to 
be  moderate,  tepid  drinks  only  were  prefcribed, 
and  the  chamber  kept  cook  If  very  coflive,  a 
glyfler,  or  gentle  aperient  were  given.  I  have 
already  related  the  method  of  treatment,  when 
I  fufpecled  the  eruption  would  be  profufe  ;  and 
whether  before  or  during  the  eruption,  if  the 
mercurial  medicine  operated  brifkly,  an  opiate 
was  given  at  night,  with  great  advantage ;  the 
patient  was  expofed  to  a  free  current  of  air, 
and  permitted  to  drink  cold  water,  if  defired. 

Stage  of  Suppuration.}  This  flage,  I  believe* 
commences  very  foon  after  the  eruption,  or  in* 
flammatory  effufion,  and  proceeds  fucceffively 
in  the  different  parts  of  the  body,  in  proportion 
as  the  puflules  appear  and  fill,  until  they  have 
attained  their  full  fize,  and  acquire  that  yellow* 
nefs  of  the  apices,  which  is  rarely  obferved, 
however,  except  in  the  diftina  finall  pox :  A 
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proof  that  in  the  confluent  fmall  pox,  a  genuine 
fuppuration  does  not  take  place.  Hence  it  ap¬ 
pears,  that  the  flage  of  fuppuration  really  com¬ 
mences  and  continues  longer  than  is  generally- 
believed  ;  and  indeed  the  three  ftages  run  fo  in- 
fenfibly  into  each  other,  that  their  periods  can¬ 
not  be  afcertained. 

If  the  puftules  were  few,  warm  drinks  were 
preferred  to  cold,  and  even  the  gentleft  aperi¬ 
ent  avoided.  If  the  eruption  was  copious,  and 
the  mercurial  had  been  properly  employed  in 
the  former  ftages,  it  was  now  difcontinued,  and 
only  an  opiate  given  at  night,  provided  the  pa¬ 
tient  was  very  fore  or  reftlefs ;  and  even  repeat¬ 
ed  at  midnight,  if  the  ftrft  dofe  had  not  a  pro¬ 
per  effeft.  But  when  the  evacuating  medicines 
had  either  been  omitted  in  the  former  flages, 
or  ufed  too  fparingly  ;  or  when  the  eruption  had 
been  premature,  and  very  precipitate,  and  the 
inflammatory  fuffufion  in  the  intervals  of  the 
puftules  was  confiderable,  efpecially  if  of  a  dark 
red  colour;  the  mercurial  was  ufed  through 
this  flage,  but  in  fuch  fmall  dofes  as  not  to  ha¬ 
zard  a  profufe  purging. 

Stage  of  Incrujtat ion. This  flage  is  fuppofed 
to  commence  from  the  time  the  apices  of  the 
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puflules  in  the  face  begin  to  be  difcoloured  and 
hardened :  But  this  is  not  ftri&ly  true ;  for  at 
this  time,  the  procefs  of  maturation  is  really  go¬ 
ing  on  in  the  body  and  extremities :  A  more 
certain  and  important  mark  of  its  commence¬ 
ment  is  a  fenfible  diminution  of  the  fwelling  of 
the  face ;  which,  though  it  takes  place  pretty 
regularly  about  the  eleventh  day  in  the  diftinft 
final!  pox,  is  fometimes  later  in  the  confluent* 
The  commencement  of  the  fecondary  fever  de¬ 
pends  chiefly  on  the  detumefcence  of  the  face  y 
but  in  feveral  cafes  it  appeared  earlier  ;  the  e- 
vening  exacerbation  becoming  more  gradually 
fevere,  and  the  morning  remiflion  lefs  diAin<T?  ' 
except  in  a  patient  who  died  on  the  nineteenth 
day ;  for  in  this  cafe  it  came  on  with  great  ri¬ 
gour,  and  the  firfl  hot  fit  deftroyed  him. 

The  treatment  under  this  ftage  of  danger 
was  regulated  by  circumflances.  If  the  fecon¬ 
dary  fever  was  flight,  the  patient  was  kept  cool 
and  quiet,  and  the  belly  gently  foluble. 

But  if  the  fecondary  fever  came  on  with  any 
degree  of  feverity,  I  again  had  recourfe  to  the. 
mercurial  evacuants,  bliflered  the  back,  or, 
more  frequently,  the  fcrobiculus  cordis ;  and  if 
the  patient  was  reftlefs  at  night,  the  opiate  was 
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given,  and  generally  wafhed  down  with  weak 
warm  punch. 

The  relics  of  the  difeafe  were  purged  off  by 
jalap,  calomel  and  tartar  emetic,  given  earlier 
than  under  inoculation. 

Soft  vegetable  drinks,  and  fometimes  weak 
broths,  were  given  through  the  difeafe. 

I  loft  two  inoculated  patients  ;  one,  an  in¬ 
fant,  whofe  mother  having  died  about  a  month 
before,  of  a  puerperal  fever,  it  was  neglected  by 
the  nurfe  ;  the  other,  an  infant  of  ten  weeks 
old;  of  the  confluent  fmall  pox,  contraded,  I 
believe,  before  inoculation. 

Though  a  confiderable  proportion  died  of  the 
natural  fmall  pox  during  this  epidemic,  two  on¬ 
ly  died  under  my  care  ;  one,  an  old  man  of 
feventy,  negleded  in  the  firft  ftages ;  and  a  boy 
who  had  long  laboured  under  diarrhoea  :  He 
had  been  inoculated,  but  without  effed  :  He 

*  -  1 

had  very  few  puftules. 

HP 
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Sect.  III. 

Before  I  proceed  to  the  remarks  on  the  pre¬ 
ceding  fedions,  I  fhall  aflign  fome  reafons  for 
the  prefent  publication. 


In 
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In  the  year  1 766,  when  I  fettled  at  Andover 
in  Hants,  1  found,  that  in  the  town  and  neigh¬ 
bourhood  there  were  feveral  inoculators,  who 
either  had  been,  or  were  then,  partners  of  the 
Sutions.  I  was  led  chiefly  by  curiofity,  to  en¬ 
quire  into  the  mode  and  effe&s  of  this  novel 
practice  ;  and  from  a  ftrong  predile&ion  for  the 
cooling  regimen  in  inflammatory  and  putrid  fe¬ 
vers,  I  confidered  it  as  a  valuable  extenfion  of 
Sydenham’s  plan ;  and,  in  the  only  cafe  of  ino~ 
culation  in  which  I  was  at  that  time  confulted, 
I  adopted  the  reducing  regimen  with  all  the  ri¬ 
gour  of  a  Suttonian. 

Soon  after,  feveral  patients,  chiefly  women, 
applied  to  me  for  advice.  Almofl  all  their  cafes 
were  complicated  and  anomalous  ;  fome  patients 
were  fallow  and  cachectic,  with  irregularity  or 
obffru&ion  of  the  menflrua  ;  others,  apparently 
athletic,  were  become  hyfterical  or  hypochon¬ 
driacal  ;  fome  laboured  under  irregular  fevers,) 
with  perverfion  of  all  the  fecretions  and  excre¬ 
tions  *,  others  were  manifeflly  he£lic,  with  the: 
fymptoms  of  phthifis  pulmonalis. 

Of  thofe  feverai  died  ;  others,  tired  out  with! 
my  unavailing  efforts  to  relieve  them,  applied  toi 
foine  other  medical  men,  and  perhaps  without! 

fuccefs,, 

t 

» 


COMMENTARIES. 


22  l 


fuccefs.  Out  of  more  than  twenty  cafes,  I  {hall 
feleft  the  following :  Thofe  of  the  farmer  and 
his  wife  firfL  excited  my  fufpicion  concerning 
the  caufe. 

By  defire  of  the  late  Sir  John  Elwill,  I  vifited 
a  farmer  and  his  wife,  his  tenants  at  Dean  near 
Salifbury. 

They  had  been  inoculated  twice  ;  but  though 
they  remained  fix  weeks  in  the  inoculating  houfe, 
they  had  no  eruption. 

They  informed  me,  they  had  both  been  re¬ 
markably  healthy  before  inoculation,  but  had 
been  ill  ever  fmce. 

I  found  the  farmer  perpetually  tortured  with 
pains  in  his  bowels,  with  conftipation,  and  hec¬ 
tic  fever  :  He  was  relieved  chiefly  by  caflor  oil, 
and  apozems  of  linfeed  and  fal  diureticus. 

The  wife,  a  corpulent  athletic  woman,  with  a 
train  of  hypochondriacal  fymptoms,  which  feem- 
ed  to  depend  on  catamenial  obftru&ions,  was, 
at  times,  fubject  to  fevere  hyfterical  paroxyfms. 
She  was  relieved,  as  far  as  depended  on  a  refli- 
tution  of  the  menftrua,  by  extract  of  hemlock 
and  the  aloetic  pill ;  but  her  nerves  continued 
very  irritable  long  after  I  left  her. 
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A  farmer’s  daughter  in  a  neighbouring  vil¬ 
lage  confulted  me  :  I  found  her  in  the  laft  ftage 
of  a  confumption,  and  therefore  attempted  pal-* 
liation  only.  The  patient  and  her  parents  af- 
fured  me,  that,  before  inoculation,  fhe  had  been 
flrong,  florid  and  healthy,  and  confidered  her  as 
a  martyr  to  the  new  pradice. 

A  female,  fervant  to  an  old  bachelor  my 
neighbour,  foon  after  being  inoculated,  in  which 
the  puflules  were  few,  was  feized  with  convul- 
fions.  They  feerned  to  partake  more  of  the  na¬ 
ture  of  epilepfy  than  of  hylleria.  Their  returns 
were  frequent  and  fevere  ;  and,  in  the  intervals, 
(he  complained  of  an  heavy  conftant  pain  at  the 
fcrobiculus  cordis.  All  the  means  I  could  devife 
for  her  relief  were  unavailing,  and  fhe  died  at 
the  end  of  fome  months  of  an  afcites.  This  wo¬ 
man  dated  the  commencement  of  her  illnefs 
from  the  time  of  her  being  inoculated. 

But  as  the  purfuit  of  truth  is  my  foie  aim,  I 
acknowledge,  that  feveral  difeafes  were  attribu¬ 
ted  to  the  relics  of  fmall  pox,  long  before  inocu¬ 
lation  was  pradifed  in  Europe ;  but  I  believe 
the  difeafe  was  rarely  produdive  of  complaints, 
unlefs  where  the  eruption  was  much  more  co¬ 
pious  than  under  the  prefent  mode  of  inocula¬ 
tion  i 
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tion  ;  and  I  fhall  hereafter  endeavour  to  ex¬ 
plain,  how  a  defeft,  as  well  as  an  excefs,  of 

1  * 

eruption,  may  injure  the  future  health  of  the 
patient.  It  cannot  be  doubted,  that  the  Sutto- 
nian  mode  of  inoculation  has  rendered  the  im¬ 
mediate  danger  much  lefs  than  under  any  for¬ 
mer  mode  ;  but  I  am  perfuaded,  that,  to  render 
it  more  fafe  in  every  refped,  it  is  neceflary,  in 
general,  to  be  much  more  moderate  in  the  ufe 
of  the  reducing  and  repellent  plan,  and,  in  fome 
cafes,  totally  to  defert  it. 

This  leads  me  to  take  notice  of  a  circum- 
ftance  which  merits  our  mod  ferious  attention, 
fo  far  as  regards  the  probable  confequences. 

The  Buttons  having  remarked,  that  their  plan 
always  leffened,  and  often  totally  prevented  erup¬ 
tion,  they  were  induced,  not  only  to  adopt  it  in- 
difcriminately,  but  often  to  carry  it  to  excefs ; 
becaufe,  by  a  quick  rotation  of  patients,  their 
profits  were  confiderably  increafed.  This  me¬ 
thod  of  treatment  was  alfo  very  agreeable  to  the 
patients ;  they  were  gratified  by  the  profped  of 
being  foon  relieved  from  a  rigid  difcipline  ;  and 
the  females  were  affured  of  their  beauty  being 
unimpaired. 

ii  ? 
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Baron  Dimfdale’s  candid  and  judicious  publi¬ 
cation  did  not  tend  fo  much  to  regulate  and  mo¬ 
dify  this  pra&ice*  as  to  apply  the  principles  of  it 
to  the  treatment  of  the  natural  fmall  pox. 

From  feme  cafes  which  have  occurred  to  me, 
in  which  Dr  Dimfdale*s  plan  was  adopted,  I 
have  been  led  to  wifh,  that,  well  qualified  as  he 
is,  he  had  been  more  explicit  in  pointing  out 
thofe  circumflances  under  which  a  mitigation  of 
the  general  regimen  would  be  neceffary  ;  and 
indeed,  that  he  had  been  lefs  implicit  in  adopt¬ 
ing  that  plan  in  its  utmoft  extent ;  becaufe  1  am 
perfuaded  that  it  is  unneceffary,  and  has  been  in 
fome  cafes  unfafe. 

More  than  twelve  years  ago,  the  late  Dr 
Kirkpatrick,  author  of  a  treatife  on  inoculation, 
was  of  the  fame  opinion  :  Dr  Gatti,  who  inocu¬ 
lated  at  Paris  with  the  utmofl  fuccefs,  repro¬ 
bates,  in  the  ftrongefl  terms,  all  preparation 
whatfoever  ;  and  attached  as  I  am  to  mercurials 
and  fudorifics,  as  preparatory  to  inoculation,  I 
fhould  deem  my  patient  more  fafe  without  any 
preparation  whatfoever,  than  under  that  adopt¬ 
ed  by  Dr  Dimfdale  :  But  medical  men  muft  of¬ 
ten  fubrnit  to  modes  of  practice,  merely  becaufe. 
they  are  in  fafhion. 
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Before  we  proceed,  it  may  be  neceffary  to  en¬ 
quire  into  the  probable  caufes  of  thofe  difeafes, 
which  have  been  confidered  as  confequent  of 
imperfedt  crifis  of  the  natural  and  inoculated 
fmall  pox,  that  we  may  be  enabled  to  avoid, 
obviate,  or  remove  them. 

1.  In  the  natural  fmall  pox.  ]  Firjl ,  The  affi- 
mulation  of  fuch  a  quantity  of  variolofe  matter, 

v  i  1 

that  part,  not  being  depofited  on  the  furface,  is 
retained  in  the  habit,  idly.  The  whole  being 
depofited,  a  part  falls  back  again  on  the  habit, 
and  is  not  properly  difcharged,  either  from  ge¬ 
neral  weaknefs,  an  unfitnefs  of  the  organs  to  fe- 
parate  it,  or  a  neglect  of  proper  evacuants. 

2.  Under  inoculation .]  Firjl,  Debility  of  the 
Donflitution,  either  natural,  or  from  improper 
regimen  ;  by  which  the  matter  is  not  duly  de¬ 
pofited  on  the  furface.  2 dly.  The  efforts  of  the 
conftitution  being  fo  difturbed  during  the  pro¬ 
ofs  of  eruption  and  maturation,  either  by  re- 
idling  the  determination  to  the  furface  by  cold, 
&c.  or  by  promoting  counter-determinations, 
Specially  to  the  inteftinal  canal,  and  thereby 
preventing  the  natural  crifis  of  the  difeafe. 

That  much  mifchief  may  arife  from  interrupt¬ 
ing  critical  efforts  in  this  difeafe,  is  evident,  firjl, 
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From  the  alarming  fymptoms,  nervous  and  fe¬ 
brile,  often  produced  before  the  eruption,  'idly, 
The  dangerous  and  fatal  commotions  excited, 
when  the  eruption  is  imperfect,  or  totally  inter¬ 
rupted.  3 dly9  The  exceffive  and  often  fatal  di- 
fturbances  produced  by  part  of  the  virus  being 
abforbed,  and  (Emulating  the  internal  organs. 
4 thly.  The  chronic  difeafes  produced  by  the  re¬ 
lics  of  difeafe. 

If,  therefore,  we  confider  the  fmall  pox  as  a 
difeafe,  whofe  natural  and  neceffary  crifis  is  by 
a  complete  depofition  on  the  furface,  the  motives 
and  indications  for  inoculation  and  concomitant 

?«  1  .  •  4  '  7 

treatment  mud  be, 

Fir/l ,  So  to  prepare  the  body,  that  the  vario- 
lofe  matter  generated  in  the  habit  (hall  be  mild 
in  quality,  and  moderate  in  quantity. 

' idly ,  To  prevent  any  violent  or  dangerous 
commotions,  or  changes,  being  produced  in 
the  fyftem,  during  the  feparation  and  expulfion 
of  the  variolous  matter. 

3 dly,  To  render  the  depofition  of  this  matter 
complete  and  fafe  ;  and, 

4 lhly9  To  prevent  the  future  health  from  be- 
ing  injured  by  a  return  of  the  virus  into  the 
habit. 


Sect- 
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Sect.  IV.  Remarks  on  the  preceding  Sedions. 

The  means  neceffary  for  fatisfying  the  prece¬ 
ding  indications,  may  be  confidered  under  the 
heads  of  diet ,  drinks ,  air^  and  medicine  \  and,  un¬ 
der  thofe  heads,  fome  obfervations  on  the  treat¬ 
ment  of  the  natural  fmall  pox  will  be  fubjoined. 

1.  Diet.']  Abftinence  from  the  ufe  of  ftimula- 
ting  food  and  fauces,  and  a  moderate  ufe  even 
of  bland  nourifhment,  to  prevent  repletion,  have 
a  tendency  to  leffen  the  inflammatory  diathefis, 
and  weaken  the  propulfive  powers  of  the  heart ; 
and  I  have  been  told,  that  fome  of  Sutton’s  part¬ 
ners  pretended,  that  they  could  fo  regulate  the 
regimen,  as  to  afcertain  the  number  of  puftules; 
afferting,  that  even  a  Tingle  meal  of  animal  food 
has  produced  a  frefli  crop  of  puftules.  This  I 
know,  that  feveral  of  Sutton’s  patients,  by  re¬ 
turning  too  quickly  to  a  full  diet,  have  had  a 
frefh  crop  of  puftules,  or  impoflhumation.  Thefe 
circumftances  afford  a  proof,  that  the  regimen 
has  been  too  rigid,  and  may  fometimes  be  inju¬ 
rious,  as  appears  even  from  fome  of  Baron 
Dimfdale’s  cafes. 

Whatever  other  evils  may  arife  from  this 
)lan,  there  is  one,  of  which,  I  believe,  it  is  fre- 
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quently  productive,  viz .  too  iudden  repletion, 
from  too  quick  a  tranfition  to  full  diet,  perhaps 
often  excefs  in  proportion  to  the  former  re- 
ftraint.  To  this  probably  may  be  owing  fome 
of  the  difeafes  attributed  to  retention  of  the 
virus. 

Some  years  ago,  the  ini  all -pox  was  introdu¬ 
ced  into  this  ifland  by  a  fhip  from  the  coall:  of  A- 
frica.  Several  of  the  perfons  inoculated  at  that 
time,  were  feized  with  alarming  fymptoms ; 
the  eruptions  had  not  their  ufual  afpeCt ;  feveral 
died  ;  fome,  inftead  of  eruptions,  had  immenfe 
fwellings  of  the  inoculated  arms,  and  ill-condi- 
tioned  impofthumations  and  ulcers.  Thefe  un¬ 
toward  events  deterred  fome  of  the  practitioners 
from  farther  inoculation  at  that  time,  from  a  fu- 
fpicion  that  there  was  a  degree  of  malignity  in 
the  virus.  Of  thofe  who  had  then  been  repeat¬ 
edly  inoculated,  without  eruption,  fome  were 
feized  in  the  natural  way  during  the  late  epide¬ 
mic.  I  will  not  deny  that  there  might  be  forne- 
thing  unfavourable  in  the  ftate  of  the  air;  but, 
from  fome  circumftances  that  have  occurred! 
lately,  I  am  inclined  to  fufpeCl,  that  the  reducing! 
plan  Deing  carried  too  far,  was  a  principal  caufe; 
of  thofe  untoward  accidents ;  for  I  know  expe¬ 
rimentally. 
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Hmentally,  that  perfons  in  hot  climates  will  not 
bear  the  repellent  treatment  to  a  degree  which 
may  be  inoffenfive  in  Europe.  Another  remark 
arifes  from  the  foregoing  fad,  that  thefe  and 
other  inftances  (hew,  that,  by  reducing  the  pa¬ 
tient  too  much,  we  may  abfolutely  incapacitate 
him  for  receiving  the  infedion  fo  long  as  he  re¬ 
mains  in  that  date ;  and  yet,  under  a  different 
degree  of  health,  he  may  be  nevertheiefs  fufcep- 
tible  of  it :  A  memorable  inflance  of  this  fort 
happened  at  Marlborough  in  Wiltfhire,  which, 

'  J.  «•  X 

without  my  interpofition,  would  have  produced 
a  law-fuit. 

I  fhall  finifh  my  remarks  on  this  head,  by  ob- 
ferving,  that,  when  the  eruptive  fever  was  fe- 
vere,  and  therefore  threatened  a  profufion  of 
puflules,  I  confined  my  patient  to  a  liquid  vege¬ 
table  diet.  In  a  few  cafes,  however,  I  direded 
broths,  and  a  little  wine,  when  the  eruption 
feemed  to  be  tardy,  and  the  puftules  did  not  fill 
properly,  owing  to  conffitutional  debility  :  But  I 
am  perfuaded,  cafes  of  this  kind  occur  more 
rarely  than  the  nurfes  fuppofe  ;  and  it  was  with 
the  utmofl  difficulty  1  could  reflrain  them  from 
the  ufe  of  cordials,  where  the  apparent  oppref- 
fion  of  the  fpirits,  and  depreffion  of  the  puflules, 

i  *  P4 
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were  really  the  effects  of  over  fulnefs,  and  ex¬ 
cels  of  fever.  Nurfes  in  general  are  lo  flrongly 
under  the  influence  of  this  prejudice,  that  the 
utmofl  vigilance  is  not  fufficient  to  prevent  their 
purfuing  this  deftru&ive  pra&ice. 

2.  Drinks. ]  Sutton’s  punch,  as  he  called  it, 
may  be  of  ufe  in  the  confluent  fmall  pox,  as  fe- 
dative  and  antifeptic ;  but  I  never  had  occafion 
to  ufe  it :  Tamarind  beverage  was  fometimes 
given  as  an  eccoprotic.  In  the  laft  ftage,  warm 
four  punch,  negus,  or  wine-whey,  were  of  ufe  in 
the  evening,  to  wafh  down  the  opiate,  efpecially 
after  the  operation  of  a  purge. 

3.  Air.~\  In  no  circumftance  has  the  treatment 
of  the  fmall  pox  been  fo  much  improved,  as  by 
a  free  perflation  of  the  flick  chamber ;  and  we 
may  juftly  attribute  the  mortality  of  the  difeafe 
formerly,  to  confinement  of  the  patient  to  hot 
unventilated  chambers,  aflifted  by  the  liberal  ufe 
of  cordials.  The  public  is  much  indebted  to 
Baron  Dimfdale,  for  introducing  the  liberal  ufe 
of  cold  air  and  cold  drinks  in  the  natural  fmall 
pox ;  but  arc  we  therefore  to  conclude,  that  ex- 
pofure  to  extremely  cold  air  is  neceflary  under 
inoculation  ?  That  it  will  extinguifli  febrile  heat, 
1  have  had  fufficient  experience  j  but  if  there  is 
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no  rifk  of  the  fever  running  beyond  that  degree 
which  is  neceffary  for  a  moderate  and  complete 
eruption,  to  what  purpofe  do  we  apply  this 
powerful  fedative  ?  If  it  were  a  neceffary  part  of 
the  regimen,  inoculation  would  not  fucceed  fo 
well  in  the  Torrid  Zone,  where  this  advantage 
cannot  be  procured  :  Indeed  I  am  fully  convin- 
ced,  that  the  benefit  derived  from  expofure  to 
the  air,  does  not  arife  fo  much  from  the  degree 
of  cold,  as  from  a  conftant  change  of  the  at- 
mofphere,  immediately  furrounding  the  pa¬ 
tient. 

It  is  however  peculiarly  incumbent  on  a  me* 
dical  writer,  candidly  to  produce  every  fa£t  or 
argument  that  may  tend  to  invalidate  his  own 
opinion  and  experience ;  and  under  this  idea,  I 

/  "  1 

think  it  juft  to  obferve,  that  Governor  Hollwell, 
in  his  account  of  inoculation  in  the  Eaft  Indies, 
tells  us,  that  from  the  time  of  incifion,  to  the 
commencement  of  fever,  cold  water  was  pour¬ 
ed  on  the  patient  morning  and  evening  ;  but 
defifted  from  until  the  eruption  was  complete  ; 
and  continued  after  that  time,  until  the  puftules 
dropped.  This  practice  feems,  prima  facie ,  to  be 
fimilar  to  the  repellent  plan  of  Dr  Dimfdale, 
and  therefore  to  militate  againft  my  arguments. 

But 
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But  I  would  remark,  that  the  regimen  was  lefs 
rigid.  It  does  not  appear  that  purgatives  were 
ufed.  The  temperature  of  cold  water  in  hot 
climates  is  not  many  degrees  different  from  that 
of  the  atmofphere.  The  application  of  cold, 
even  in  this  degree,  was  omitted  during  the  fe¬ 
ver  and  eruption,  and  therefore  could  have  very 
little  effett  as  a  repellent.  And  as  the  puflules 
were  all  opened,  and  re-abforption  leflened  or 
prevented,  the  effufion  of  the  water  in  the  laft 
ftage  had  no  other  effed  than  that  of  fimple 
ablution. 

Medicine .]  Under  this  head  I  {hall  make 
fome  remarks  on  purgatives ,  Judorijics ,  febrifu¬ 
ges^  fe  datives  and  fiimulL 

1  „  Purgatives,  j  It  Ihould  feem,  that  the  Sut to¬ 
man  3  rely  much  on  the  efxefl  of  purgatives  in 
leflening  the  eruption  ;  and  in  compliance  with 
the  cuftom  of  others,  I  ufed  aperients  as  prepa¬ 
ratory  ;  though,  when  I  pra&ifed  in  this  coun¬ 
try  more  than  thirty  years  ago,  I  never  gave  a 
preparatory  purge,  unlefs  when  I  fufpected 
wrorms  ;  but  for  fome  time  before  inoculation, 
and  in  the  interval  between  that  and  the  erup¬ 
tion,  kept  my  patients  on  a  courfe  of  mild  mer¬ 
curial  alteratives  j  yet  our  fuccefs  then  was  much 
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greater  than  under  the  late  epidemic;  for  though 
more  than  ten  thoufand  were  inoculated,  1  do 
not  recoiled:  that  in  the  whole  ifland  more  than 

0  _  '  <• 

two  perfons  died  under  inoculation :  Our  fuc- 
cefs  in  the  treatment  of  the  fmall  pox  in  the  na¬ 
tural  way,  was  then  much  lefs  than  under  the 
late  epidemic  ;  a  proof  that  the  Suttonian  prac¬ 
tice  is  more  favourable  under  the  natural  than 
the  inoculated  fmall  pox. 

Dr  Sydenham,  and  mod  of  the  authors  fince 
his  time,  feem  to  have  been  exceedingly  averfe 
from  promoting  any  kind  of  evacuation  during 
the  Itages  of  eruption  and  maturation  ;  left  they 
fhould  interfere  with  the  eruption,  fuppuration, 
Yalivation,  and  fucceffive  tumefadion  of  the  face 
and  hands.  And  indeed,  though  Drs  Freind 
and  Mead  had  often  fnatched  their  patients  from 
deftrudion,  by  purging  in  the  fecondary  fever, 
yet  they  remained  fo  much  under  the  influence 
of  prejudice,  as  not  to  fee  the  propriety  of  pre¬ 
venting,  rather  than  removing  thofe  dangerous 
fymptoms,  by  early  purging  in  the  fir  ft  ftages. 

The  late  Dr  Simpfon  of  St  Andrews,  feems 
to  have  hinted  at  the  advantage  of  this  pradice; 
but  we  certainly  owe  to  Dr  Dimfdale  the  judi¬ 
cious  application  of  this  and  the  other  parts  of 
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the  fedative  plan,  to  the  cure  of  the  natural 
fmall  pox;  and  I  certainly  faved  feveral  of  my 
late  patients  by  adopting  his  practice,  when  the 
eruption  was  copious  ,  though  when  the  puftules 
were  few,  whether  in  the  natural  or  artificial 
fmall  pox,  I  deemed  purging  to  be,  at  leajl ,  un- 
necefiary  ;  and  therefore  purged  fome  days  later 
after  the  ineruftation  than  is  commonly  prac- 
tifed. 

,  / 

Though  I  confider  the  application  of  the  re¬ 
pellent  plan  to  the  treatment  of  the  confluent 
fmall  pox,  as  a  mo  ft  valuable  acquifition  to  me¬ 
dical  pradtice  ;  yet,  from  fome  cafes  which  fell 
under  my  care  in  England,  and  under  the  late 
epidemic,  I  apprehend  that  it  is  not  totally 
free  from  inconvenience  and  danger,  though 
certainly  much  overbalanced  by  the  advan¬ 
tages  that  attend  it.  The  operation  of  purga¬ 
tives  cannot  always  be  fo  regulated  as  not  to 
exceed  ;  and  cold,  by  acting  too  powerfully  on 
the  furface,  may  either  reprefs  eruption  too 
much,  or  repel  the  matter  too  fuddenly  and  co- 
piouflv,  and  thereby  produce  fome  diftrefling 
iymptoms,  if  it  does  not  find  a  ready  outlet  by 
the  inteftines  or  kidnevs. 
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In  all  the  cafes  of  natural  frnall  pox  related 
by  Dr  Dimfdale,  fo  far  as  I  recoiled:,  he  had'  an 
opportunity  of  putting  his  plan  in  execution  ei¬ 
ther  before,  or  immediately  after  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  eruption  ;  but  it  does  not  appear  what 
fteps  he  would  have  taken,  had  he  been  called 
when  the  puftules  were  in  a  ftate  of  matura¬ 
tion. 

I  did  not,  in  confequence  of  a  mitlake,  fee  an 
old  man,  until  the  ftage  of  fuppuration  was  pretty 
far  advanced.  The  pock  was  highly  confluent, 
and  his  fpitting  was  copious.  About  the  twelfth 
day  he  died,  a  few  hours  after  being  feized  with 
rigor  and  dyfpncea. 

Refle&ing  on  this  cafe,  and  on  the  motives 
which  have  induced  Phyficians  to  avoid  purging 
and  the  application  of  cold  at  this  period  of  the 
difeafe,  I  fufpeded  that  falivation  and  diarrhoea 
are  fo  far  from  being  eflential  concomitants  of 
the  confluent  frnall  pox,  that  they  are  merely 
adventitious,  and  confequent  only  of  the  excefs 
of  the  variolous  matter,  all  of  which  could  not 
be  depofited  on  the  furface ;  and  I  was  after¬ 
wards  confirmed  in  this  opinion,  by  remarking, 
that  fuch  as  were  purged  early,  had  very  little 
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falival  difcharge,  and  this  merely  from  the  irri¬ 
tation  of  forne  puflules  in  the  throat. 

When  I  had  the  management  of  my  patients 
from  the  commencement  of  the  eruptive  fever, 
I  had  time  to  regulate  that  and  the  eruption ;  fo 
that  very  little  was  neceffary  to  be  done  during 
maturation,  which  I  did  not  think  it  right  wan¬ 
tonly  to  interfere  with,  being  tolerably  affured 
that  1  had  done  enough  to  fecure  my  patient 
from  the  effe&s  of  the  fecondary  fever. 

In  a  very  few  cafes,  however,  I  did  not  fee 
my  patients  till  the  eruption  was  complete,  and 
therefore  ventured  to  put  the  repellent  plan  in 
pra&ice  even  at  this  late  period,  and  with  fuc- 
cefs,  the  fecondary  fever  being  moderate,  though 
perhaps  lefs  fo  than  if  purging  and  cold  air  had 
been  applied  earlier.  I  was  indeed  lefs  averfe 
from  this  trial,  becaufe,  as  I  have  already  re¬ 
marked,  it  is  difficult  to  determine  with  preci- 
fion,  when  the  ftage  of  maturation  commences, 
or  terminates.  The  cafes  were,  however,  much 
too  few  to  eftablifh  a  rule  of  practice ;  and  it 
yet  remains  to  be  determined,  whether  it  would 
be  more  eligible  to  purge  during  the  matura¬ 
tion,  or  follow  the  pra&ice  of  Mead  and  Freind, 
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and  begin  the  courfe  of  purging  early  in  the 
next  ftage. 

r 

I  have  remarked  (Se&.  II.)  that  one  circum. 
(lance  which  to  me  indicated  purging,  was  in¬ 
flammatory  fuffufion  and  tenfion  round  the  bafes 
in  thofe  parts  of  the  body  where  the  puftules  run 
leaft  into  each  other.  I  purged  under  thofe 
circumftances,  not  fo  much  becaufe  I  deemed 
this  inflammation  to  be  a  dangerous  fymptom, 
as  from  an  aflurance,  founded  in  experience, 
that  with  fuch  an  afped  of  the  pock,  there  was 
lefs  danger  of  injuring  the  patient  by  this  evacua¬ 
tion,  than  when  the  interftices  are  pale  and  flac- 
:id.  In  the  negroes,  the  colour  of  the  (kin 
prevents  our  remarking  the  degree  of  inflam¬ 
matory  fufiufion  fo  diftin£tly  as  in  white  per¬ 
rons ;  and  yet  thofe  who  attend  carefully, 
may  partly  from  the  afpeft,  but  chiefly  from  the 
degree  of  tenfion  under  the  fingers,  determine 
:he  degree  of  fuffufion.  The  increafe  of  the 
svening  paroxyfm  is  perhaps  ftill  a  more  certain 
;ndication,  as  it  portends  a  fevere  attack  of  fe- 
condary  fever,  unlefs  the  fever  of  maturation  is 
Symptomatic  of  pain,  and  guided  by  the  opiate. 

2.  Sudorifics. ]  Medical  men  ought  to  be  ex¬ 
ceedingly  cautious  in  drawing  their  inferences 
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from  the  apparent  effeds  of  any  particular  mode 
of  practice.  T.  he  Suttonians  attribute  their  fuc? 
cefs  to  the  repellent  plan  ;  Dr  Gatti  fucceeded 
equally  well  without  any  preparation,  and  Mr 
Clarke,  an  ingenious  Surgeon  at  Caftle-carey  in 
Somerfetfhire,  fweated  his  patients  every  night, 
between  the  incifion  and  eruption,  and  with  the 
greateft  fuccefs  i  The  Ruffians  alio  have  render¬ 
ed  the  natural  frnall  pox  more  mild,  by  fending 
the  patients  to  the  bagnios,  where  they  fweat 
profufely;  and  Sydenham  has  obferved,  that  in 
the  diftinft  frnall  pox,  the  patients  had  a  great 
propenfity  to  fweat  from  the  commencement  of 
eruption  to  the  end  of  maturation.  May  not 
this  difpohtion  of  the  Ikin  have  contributed  to 
render  the  eruption  lefs  copious,  by  carrying  off 
a  part  of  the  affimulated  matter  ?  Firmly  be¬ 
lieving,  that,  by  this  practice,  I  fhould  at  lead  en¬ 
danger  the  future  health  of  my  patients  lefs  than 
by  the  Suttonian  practice,  I  promoted  a  gentle 
fweat  every  night  before  the  eruption.  To  the 
emetic  tartar  or  ipecacuanha,  I  joined  a  frnall 
proportion  of  opium.  By  this  addition,  I  ren¬ 
dered  the  fudorific  effect  more  certain  ;  and,  at 
the  fame  time,  I  believed  I  ffiould  quiet  that 
perturbation  of  the  fyftem,  which  in  younger 
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fubje&s  produces  conviilfions,  and  in  all  tends 
to  render  the  eruption  too  tardy  from  fpafm,  or 
too  precipitate  from  excefs  of  determination  $ 
and,  under  both  thofe  extremes,  incomplete  and 
dangerous,  if  the  quantity  of  variolofe  matter 
happens  to  be  great. 

3.  Febrifuges, ]  Whether  the  a&ive  antimonials 
and  ipecacuanha  have  any  power  of  leffening  or 
preventing  the  eruptive  and  fecondary  fevers, 
by  anticipation,  I  fhall  not  determine  ;  but  in 
other  fevers  they  are  juftly  deemed  febrifuges. 

1  hough  the  do&rine  of  fpecific  powers  has 
(perhaps  too  haftily)  been  exploded  by  many  of 
the  moderns ;  yet  I  am  of  opinion,  that  there 
is  in  mercury  fome  quality  by  which  it  corre&s 
the  variolofe  virus.  It  certainly  conftituted  a 
part  of  Sutton’s  noftrum,  and  Baron  Dimfdale 
has  recommended  it. 

In  the  remittent  and  topical  inflammatory  fevers 
of  this  climate,  mercury  adds  much  to  the  efficacy 
of  thea&ive  antimonials, and  of  ipecacuanha;  and 
in  one  or  two  cafes  of  natural  fmall  pox,  where 
it  affe&ed  the  mouth  a  little,  the  fecondary  fe- 
rer  feemed  to  be  more  moderate  than  might 
otherwife  be  expelled  from  the  degree  of  erup¬ 
tion  :  I  ufed  the  mercury  and  antimonial,  or  ipe- 
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cacuanha,  in  larger  dofes  than  it  is  prefcribed  by 
Baron  Dimfdale,  and  it  generally  operated  both 
upward  and  downward  ;  fo  that  it  was  rarely  ne- 
ceflary  to  fubjoin  purgatives. 

4.  Sedatives .]  Such  of  this  clafs  as  are  fuppo- 
fed  to  weaken  the  force  of  the  heart,  and  leffen 
the  impetus  of  the  circulation,  are  enumerated 
under  the  preceding  heads,  though  the  follow¬ 
ing,  under  certain  circumftances,  may  be  faid 
to  have  a  fimilar  effeCt ;  yet  their  more  imme¬ 
diate  operation  is  on  the  nervous  fyftem. 

Warm  Bath. 3  To  fuch  as  are  properly  con- 
verfant  with  medical  philofophy,  there  can  be 

■m 

no  difficulty  in  accounting  why  cold  and  warmth, 
qualities  apparently  oppofite,  are  neverthelefs 
both  fedatives. 

White  children  generally  ufed  the  warm  pe~ 
diluvium  for  fome  nights  before  the  period  of 
eruption  ;  but  the  number  of  the  negro  patients 
was  fo  great  as  to  render  it  impracticable,  at 
leafl  very  inconvenient :  One  only  of  each  had 
convulfions.  In  the  natural  fmall  pox,  I  direct¬ 
ed  it  as  foon  as  the  nature  of  the  difeafe  was 

\ 

known  ;  and  I  am  perfuaded,  that,  many  years: 
ago,  an  entire  warm  bath  was  very  beneficial  to: 
fome  of  my  young  patients^  efpecially  when  the 
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eruption  was  tardy,  and  the  pock  did  not  fill 
kindly.  \ 

How  does  this  fa£b  correfpond  with  Gover¬ 
nor  Holwell’s  obfervation  ?  “  I  have  (fays  he) 
“  been  an  eye-witnefs  to  the  marvellous  effeft 
“  of  the  external  application  of  three  or  four 
I£  collons  of  cold  water  (each  containing  about 
“  two  gallons)  where  the  puftules  have  funk, 
and  the  patient  appeared  to  be  in  imminent 
:c  danger,  which  never  failed  of  filling  the  pock, 
as  it  were,  by  enchantment.” 

Before  I  proceed,  I  would  remark,  that  im- 
aerfedf  narratives  of  medical  cafes  have  contri¬ 
buted  very  much  to  retard  the  improvement  of 
he  fcience.  A  judicious  Phyfician  would,  after 
reciting  the  foregoing  fa&,  have  taken  notice 
)f  the  habit  of  body,  the  Hate  of  the  pulfe,  the 
legree  of  heat,  and  other  fymptoms ;  he  would 
ilfo  have  related,  whether  any  internal  medi¬ 
cines  were  given,  and,  if  any,  whether  of  the 
moling  or  cordial  kind. 

It  is  by  an  accurate  obfervation  of  all  the  nice 
lifcriminating  circumllances,  ftri£t  analogical 
eafoning  upon  thefe,  and  a  judicious  accom- 
nodation  of  means  to  the  end,  that  a  Phyfician 
s  diftinguiihed  from  an  unqualified  obferver, 
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whether  he  be  a  philofopher  or  a  quack ;  and  1  i 
is  with  concern  I  remark,  that  the  obfervations 
and  reafonings  even  of  the  moil  refpedable  phi- 
lofophers  Boyle  and  Berkley,  when  they  enter 
on  medical  difquifition,  favour  more  of  empirh 
cifrn  than  of  found  medical  philofophy. 

It  may  reafonahly  be  doubted,  whether  either 
the  Governor  or  Bramin  inoculators,  were  com¬ 
petent  judges  of  the  hate  of  the  eruption  ;  pre¬ 
fuming  them  to  be  equally  fkilful  as  an  old  Eng- 
lifh  nurfe.  Our  nurfes  certainly  commit  egre« 
gious  miftakes  in  this  refped  ;  and,  under  the 
idea  of  the  flattening  of  the  puftules,  have  for¬ 
merly  done  infinite  mifchief  to  the  poor  patients. 

But,  admitting  the  fad  in  its  utmofl  extent, 
Banding  fingly  as  it  does,  can  any  medical  man 
believe,  that  the  affufion  of  fome  gallons  of  cold 
water,  could  alone,  and  in  every  cafe,  promote 
eruptions,  and  fill  the  pock  when  flattened  and 
funk  ?  By  no  means  ;  for,  befide  irrefragable 
proofs  of  the  contrary,  the  Bramins  themfelves 
feem  to  have  been  aware,  that  the  application  of 
cold  water  tended  to  impede  eruption ;  and 
therefore,  as  I  remarked  before,  they  defiffed 
from  the  ufe  of  it,  in  ordinary  cafes,  during  the 
febrile  and  eruptive  ftages. 
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Some  ufeful  information,  however,  may  be 
-derived  from  enquiring  into  the  circumftances 
under  which  the  application  of  cold  in  this  mode 
may  be  ufeful,  unavailing,  or  injurious. 

From  Sir  John  Chardin’s  account  of  the  treat¬ 
ment  of  the  Gombroon  fever,  which  feems  to 
have  been  a  malignant  remittent,  it  appears, 
that,  whilil  cold  rofe- water  was  poured  on  the 
patient,  the  mod  heating  cordials  were  given ; 
and  it  is  not  improbable  but  the  pradice  was 
fimilar  under  a  fuppofed  depreffion  of  the  vario- 
lofe  puflules ;  as  the  vicinity  of  India  to  Perfiq, 
may  have  favoured  a  fimilarity  of  medical  ideas 
and  pradice.  Be  this  as  it  may,  it  will  readily 
be  admitted,  that  the  application  of  cold,  as  an- 
tiphlogiflic  and  antifeptic,  may  be  beneficial, 
efpecially  in  the  young  and  plethoric,  when  a 
temporary  depreffion  of  the  pulfe,  ftrength  and 
fpirits,  is  produced  by  exceffive  febrile  heat,  ge¬ 
nerated  by  the  ungrateful  ftimulus  of  exanthe^ 
inatous  virus  on  the  internal  organs. 

But  when  the  eruption,  or  filling  of  the  pock, 
are  impeded  by  a  permanent  conflitutional  debi¬ 
lity  ;  in  fuch  cafes,  the  heat  and  pulfe  being  be¬ 
low  par,  the  application  of  cold  alone  would  at 
Jeaft  be  unavailing,  without  the  affiftance  of  in- 
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ternal  jfti  mulants  ;  but  we  may  venture  to  fay, 
it  would  in  general  be  injurious,  and  that  a  hot 
bath  would,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  as  certainly  be  ufe- 
ful. 

OpiumS]  I  have  already  made  fotne  rerharks 
on  the  ufe  of  the  anodyne  diaphoretic  under 
inoculation.  In  the  natural  fmall  pox,  opiates 
and  purges,  given  alternately,  rendered  the  ufe 
of  each  more  fafe  ;  for,  as  the  former  were  apt 
to  increafe  fever,  by  locking  up  the  groffer  fe- 
cretions,  fo,  when  purges  lowered  the  patient, 
opium  was  an  excellent  cordial. 

Simulants  : — - Cordials. Under  this  head  I 
bring  all  fuch  remedies  as  increafe  the  power  of 
the  heart,  as  wine,  bark,  bitters,  &c.  They  are 
not  only  admiffible  as  preparatives  for  inocula¬ 
tion,  when  the  patient  is  weak  and  low,  but  are 
equally  ufeful  in  conllitutional  debility  under 
the  natural  fmall  pox,  though,  in  the  latter  cafe, 
they  ought  to  be  ufed  with  great  caution.  Sy¬ 
denham  recommends  a  few  fpoonfuls  of  fack 
in  the  decline  of  the  difeafe  ;  and  I  have  found 
punch  or  wine-whey  very  ufeful,  not  only  at 
this  period,  but  even  in  the  more  early  ftages, 
after  purges. 
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Blijiers  and  Sinapifms. ]  There  were  formerly 
ufed  very  frequently,  either  before  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  fecondary  fever,  to  obviate 
bad  fymptoms,  or  after  the  fever  was  formed, 
with  a  view  to  compenfate  for  the  defeat  of  fa- 
livation,  or  when  the  fwellings  of  the  hands  and 
feet  were  not  fufficient ;  and  fome  years  ago, 
Dr  Clofs,  an  ingenious  German  Phyfician,  re¬ 
commended  the  application  of  blifters  on  the 
approach  of  the  eruptive  fever ;  and  that  they 
fhould  be  kept  open  through  the  feveral  ftages 
of  the  difeafe.  But,  under  the  prefent  mode 
of  treating  the  fmall  pox,  blifters  are  not  fo  ne» 
ceflary,  more  certain  and  beneficial  evacuations 
being  fubftituted. 

I  (hall  conclude  with  the  following  inferences, 
which  are,  I  think,  fairly  deducible  from  the 
premifes. 

1 y?,  The  fmall  pox  being  a  difeafe,  the  natural 
crifis  of  which  is  by  a  cutaneous  eruption,  it  is 
not  warrantable  to  prevent  a  depofition  of  the 
whole  matter  on  the  furface,  unlefs  the  quantity 
thereof  fliall  be  fo  great  as  to  endanger  the  life 
of  the  patient. 

*idlyi  Many  dangerous  and  fatal  difeafes  have  a- 
rilen  from  the  imperfect  depofition  of  this  mat¬ 
ter,  or  from  its  retroceflion. 

4  2>dly, 
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3 dly ,  Inoculation  having  been  inftituted  to 
leffen,  or  totally  prevent  the  hazard  of  defor¬ 
mity  and  danger,  whatever  regimen  is  found 
from  experience  to  anfwer  thofe  valuable  pur- 
pofes,  ought  to  be  Readily  purfued  ;  but  all  be¬ 
yond  this  becomes  unneceffary,  perhaps  injuri¬ 
ous. 

4 thly.  Repeated  experience  fliews,  that  very 
little,  if  any,  preparation  is  neceffary,  to  render 
the  inoculated  fmall  pox  fafe  and  moderate ; 
therefore,  the  rigid  regimen  of  the  Suttonians 
is  unneceffary,  and  often  depreffes  the  powers 
of  the  confutation  too  much  below  the  healthy 
flandard. 

5tbly,  No  general  mode  of  preparation  can 
be  equally  fafe  and  beneficial ;  the  habit  of  bo¬ 
dy,  the  former  modes  of  life,  and  the  prefent 
Rate  of  health,  are  therefore  to  regulate  the 
manner  and  degree  of  preparation. 

6thly9  In  the  treatment  of  difeafes,  every  o- 
ther  confideration  muR  yield  to  that  of  the  im¬ 
mediate  fafety  of  the  patient ;  therefore  the  re¬ 
ducing  and  repellent  plan,  though  generally  un¬ 
neceffary  under  inoculation,  though  not  without 
its  hazards  and  inconveniencies,  even  in  the 
natural  fmall  pox,  ought,  neverthelefs,  to  be 
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very  frequently  adopted,  as  tending,  beyond 
every  other  method  hitherto  known,  to  leflen 
the  immediate  danger  arifing  from  a  copious 
eruption. 

Faffs  and  Obfervations  on  different  Medical  Sub- 
jeffs ,  by  Mr  R.  M‘Caufland,  Surgeon  to  the 
King s*,  or  8th  Regiment  of  Foot. 

IN  1 775,  the  year  after  I  arrived  at  Niagara, 
the  number  of  intermittents  amongft  the 
troops,  feamen,  and  perfons  dependent  on  the 
poft,  was  fo  large,  that  I  foon  found  that  the 
quantity  of  Peruvian  bark  with  which  I  was  pro¬ 
vided,  would  be  totally  inadequate  to  the  de¬ 
mands.  As  it  was  impoffible  then  to  procure 
any  more,  it  became  abfolutely  necefiary  to  fall 
on  fome  other  method  of  treatment.  One  of 
the  fir  ft  remedies  which  I  turned  my  thoughts 
towards,  was  emetic  tartar ;  and  the  advantages 
which  I  experienced  from  it,  foon  encouraged 
me  to  make  its  ufe  more  general.  Since  that 
time,  I  have  given  it  with  fuccefs,  in  a  great 
number  of  intermittents  :  I  am  confident  I  fpeak 
eonfiderably  within  bounds,  when  I  fay,  that 
from  the  year  1775,  to  1781,  this  remedy  alone 
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has  removed  three  hundred  agues.  In  a  great 
many  of  thefe  cafes,  it  was  not  in  my  power  to 
keep  any  regifter  :  I  cannot,  therefore,  give  an 
exa£l  account  of  the  refult  of  the  whole  num¬ 
ber  of  cafes  in  which  the  tartar  emetic  alone 
has  been  exhibited  ;  but  in  thofe  where  I  have 
been  able  to  keep  an  account  of  the  treatment 
and  fuccefs,  I  have  very  constantly  found, 
that,  upon  an  average,  it  fucceeded  in  two 
cafes  in  three.  In  1780,  during  the  three 
months  of  Auguft,  September,  and  October,  I 
had  upwards  of  two  hundred  intermittents  un¬ 
der  my  care :  I  here  give  the  refult  of  feveral 
of  thefe  cafes,  with  this  neceffary  remark,  that 
upon  the  prefent  fubjeft,  as  well  as  many  others, 
1  have  been  prevented  from  pufhing  my  en¬ 
quiries  as  far  as  they  might  have  been,  by  the 
want  of  medicines  ;  an  inconvenience  which  the 
remotenefs  of  this  fituation,  and  the  uncertain¬ 
ty  of  navigation  during  a  time  of  war,  have  al¬ 
ways  fubjected  me  to.  With  regard  to  the  me¬ 
thod  of  exhibiting  the  tartar  emetic,  I  found  (as 
will  appear  by  the  tables)  that  the  form  of  pills 
fucceeded  better  than  folution ;  and  for  this 
purpofe,  nothing  further  than  a  few  drops  of 
fyrup,  or  a  fmall  quantity  of  eleft.  lenitiv.  was 
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employed.  I  regulated  the  dofe  in  fuch  a  man¬ 
ner,  that  at  firft  fome  evacuation,  by  vomiting 
or  purging,  might  be  brought  on  ;  afterwards, 
it  was  fufficient  to  excite  naufea,  which  fome- 
times  ended  in  a  fingle  difcharge  of  the  con¬ 
tents  of  the  ftomach,  or  an  extraordinary  (tool 
or  two.  I  never  gave  it  before  breakfaft,  as  it 
would  then  have  been  more  liable  to  excite  vo¬ 
miting  ;  nor  did  I  ever  give  it  till  many  hours 
after  dinner,  left  the  body  fhould  have  been  de¬ 
prived  of  its  neceflary  nourifhment.  I  general¬ 
ly,  therefore,  gave  the  firft  dofe  two  hours  be¬ 
fore  dinner,  and  the  fecond  dofe  on  going  to 
bed,  except  when  circumftances  refpeding  the 
recurrence  of  the  paroxyfm  rendered  fome  de¬ 
viation  neceflary.  From  the  fmall  quantity  of 
tartar  emetic  I  had,  I  was  feldom  able  to  give 
above  two  dofes  in  twenty-four  hours ;  but  I 
am  apt  to  believe,  that  a  third  might  be  added 
with  advantage :  I  he  time  I  have  generally 
pitched  upon  for  it,  was  about  two  or  three  in 
the  morning,  or  as  near  that  time  as  the  patient 
might  happen  to  awake. 
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51 

Total  not  cured, 

26 

Rclapfed, 

t 

Total  of  the  exa£l 
number  of  days 
cure. 

Average  of  the  num¬ 
ber  of  clays  cure, 


IS 


286 


Sr 


Not  Cured. 


ts 

8 

Number  of 
days  ufed. 

One  Grain. 

Various 

Quantities. 

Half  a  Gr. 

5 

5 

6 

10 

6 

IS 

7 

20 

I 

3 

5 

*  I 

22 

Total  cured,. 

Relapfed,  4 

Total  of  the  exa£fc 
number  of  days 
cure,  174 

5t 


33  Total  not  cured,  23 


Average  of  the  num¬ 
ber  of  days  cure, 
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Explanation  of  Table  No.  I. 

The  quantity  of  tartar  emetic  ufed  for  a  dofe 

/ 

is  placed  at  the  head  of  each  column,  and  re¬ 
fers  perpendicularly.  The  mark  of  various 
quantities  fignifies,  that  in  thofe  cafes  fometimes 
one  grain,  fometimes  half  a  grain,  or  lefs,  was 
taken.  The  figure  marking  the  number  of 
days  that  the  tartar  emetic  was  ufed,  refers  ho¬ 
rizontally.  The  firft  horizontal  column  con¬ 
tains  thofe  who  took  the  remedy  five  days,  or 
under ;  of  thefe  were  cured  fixteen  at  one  grain, 
three  at  various  quantities,  thirteen  at  half  a 
grain.  Not  cured,  one  at  one  grain,  one  at 
various  quantities,  and  four  at  half  a  grain. 
To  avoid  prolixity,  the  cures  were  thus  noted 
only  every  five  days ;  fo  that  all  perfons  cured 
between  the  fifth  and  tenth  day,  appear  in  the 
column  of  the  tenth  day  ;  but  in  order  to  flrike 
an  average  for  the  length  of  the  cure,  it  was 
neceffary  to  come  to  greater  precifion,  by  fum- 
ming  up  the  exad:  number  of  days  of  all  the  cafes. 
The  total  was  found  to  be  286  ;  and  this  divided 
by  51,  the  number  of  cafes  gives  5  and  6-ioths, 
or  St  nearly  for  the  average.  When  the  folu- 
tion  was  ufed,  the  average  appears  to  have  been 
nearly  the  fame,  viz.  5.  2.  The  relapfed  are 
thofe  who  had  a  relapfe  in  the  fame  year. 
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The  obfervations  that  occur  from  the  above 
table  are,  1 Ji,  That  one  grain  for  a  dofe  fuc- 
ceeded  oftener  than  fmaller  quantities;  and,  in 
general,  the  larger  the  dofe  that  the  ftomach 
would  bear,  the  more  certain  was  the  cure. 
o.dly.  That  the  greateft  number  were  cured  on 
or  before  the  fifth  day.  3 dly9  That  pills  were 
more  fuccefsful  than  folution,  which  feems  to  be 
explained  by  oblervation  firfl ;  and  they  feemed 
alfb  more  gentle  in  their  operation.  4 thly.  That 
under  the  head  of  not  cured ,  are  comprehended 
a  great  many  cafes,  in  which  the  tartar  emetic 
might  more  properly  be  faid  to  be  inadmiffible 
than  efficacious,  as  it  was  continued  but  for  a  few 
days:  Thefe  were  cafes  in  which  it  generally 
excited  vomiting.  I  have,  however,  compre¬ 
hended  both  under  the  fame  head,  becaufe  a 
remedy  that  cannot  be  ufed,  is  not  better  than 
a  remedy  that  wants  effed.  To  thefe  may  be 
added,  a  few  obfervations  which  could  not  ap¬ 
pear  in  the  table.  1/?,  That  the  tartar  emetic, 
on  firfl  taking,  fometimes  feemed  to  change  a 
tertian  into  a  quotidian,  or  fometimes  rendered 
the  firfl  fits  more  fevere ;  but  both  thefe  effeds 
were  uncommon,  'idly.  That  the  patient  fome¬ 
times  relapfed  during  the  continuance  of  the 
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fame  dofe  that  had  removed  the  fit ;  but  this 
would  probably  not  have  happened,  if  they 
had  the  advantages  of  a  reftorative  diet  and  ex- 
ercife.  3^/y,  The  tartar  emetic,  in  a  few  cafes, 
effefted  a  cure  without  ever  having  occafioned 
vomiting ;  and  thefe  perfons,  in  general,  took 
pretty  large  dofes,  viz.  a  grain  and  a  half,  or 
two  grains. 

I  am  now  to  obferve,  that  the  one  hundred 
and  thirty-three  cafes  above  fpecified,  occurred 
in  the  courfe  of  a  fummer  which  was  uncom¬ 
monly  hot,  the  thermometer  being  frequently 
above  ninety,  fometimes  at  ninety-two,  and 
once  at  ninety-four.  I  have  at  other  times 
found  the  tartar  emetic  more  fuccefsful  than  it 
was  during  this  period,  and  know  no  other 
caufe  to  attribute  it  to  than  the  coolnefs  of  the 
weather.  The  year  178;  was  remarkably  cool, 
and  in  ninety-five  perfons  who  took  the  tartar 
emetic,  only  twelve  were  not  cured.  The 
number  of  relapfes  does  not  appear  to  be  pro¬ 
portionally  diminifhed ;  but  this  may  perhaps 
arife  merely  from  the  circumftance  of  many  of 
thefe  cafes  having  happened  early  in  the  fum¬ 
mer,  and  confequently  the  patients  being  ex- 
pofed  for  a  greater  length  of  time  (viz.  during 
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all  the  remainder  of  the  fummer  and  autumn) 
to  relapfes. 


Second  Part  of  Table  No.  I. 


Number 

'  >\  ^ 

of  days 

Not  cu 

Cured. 

ufed. 

red. 

48 

5 

< 

I 

—  \ 

24 

10 

5 

7 

15 

4 

4 

20 

2 

Total  cured* 

83 

12 

Relapfed, 

22 

Average  of  the  number  of  days  cure* 

In  this  fecond  part  of  the  firfl  table,  I  have 
not  thought  it  neceffary  to  trouble  the  reader 
with  all  the  detail  that  is  found  in  the  firft  part. 
The  quantity  of  tartar  emetic  ufed  is  not  fpeci- 
fied ;  but  it  is  to  be  underftood,  that  the  dofe 
was  regulated  in  the  manner  formerly  mention- 
ed.  In  all  thefe  cafes,  the  tartar  emetic  was  gi¬ 
ven  in  the  form  of  pills. 


No.  II. 


Curedi 


Reiipfed. 


Net  Cured „ 


9 


4 


20 


A  draught  of  liquid  laudanum  fifteen  drops* 

crude  fal  ammoniac  two  fcruples,  was  given  at 

the 
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the  commencement  of  each  hot  fit.  In  mod  of 
the  cafes,  the  patient  was  under  a  courfe  of  tar¬ 
tar  emetic. 

No.  II.  is  intended  to  fhew,  in  fome  meafure, 
the  efteds  of  anodyne  draughts  given  at  the 
commencement  of  the  hot  fit.  After  a  confi¬ 
de  rable  number  of  trials,  it  appeared  pretty  evi¬ 
dent  to  me,  that  anodynes  given  in  thefe  cir- 
cumdances  were  rendered  much  more  effica¬ 
cious  by  the  addition  of  a  neutral  fait,  as  crude 
fal  ammoniac.  This  draught  fcarcely  ever  failed 
to  remove  all  the  painful  fymptoms  of  the  hot 
fit,  to  procure  deep,  to  bring  on  a  copious  fweat, 
and  to  fhorten  the  paroxyfm.  Such  effeds  were 
certainly  very  defirable,  and,  in  fome  cafes, 
worth  procuring  at  all  events  5  and  yet  I  am  in¬ 
clined  to  think,  that  thefe  palliative  draughts 
tended  to  protrad  the  difeafe,  and  to  hinder  a 
perfed  cure.  I  cannot  pofitively  affirm  this, 
becaufe  I  am  well  aware  that  a  confiderable 
number  of  the  cafes  in  No.  II.  were  rather  more 
fevere  than  the  generality  5  and  if  obdinacy  in 
intermittents  fhould  invariably  be  found  to  be 
conneded  with  the  feverity  of  the  paroxyfms,  it 
will  be  neceffary  to  ftrike  off  at  lead  one-third 
of  the  cafes  from  this  table,  as  being  rather  a- 
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bove  the  medium  in  refpe£t  to  the  degree  of  vio¬ 
lence.  Upon  the  whole,  the  effe&s  of  thefe 
draughts  feem  fo  defirable,  that  experiments 
fliould  be  made  in  greater  number,  and  with 
more  accuracy  than  the  prefent,  before  they 
ought  to  be  rejected. 


No.  III. 


Cured. 

.1 •  •*  *  ■  ■  t 

By  tartar  emetic,  either  in  pills  or 
folution,  according  to  No.  I.  84 
By  Peruvian  bark,  -  -  60 


Relapfed. 


J9 

34 


By  No.  III.  it  appears,  that  there  were  much 
fewer  reiapfes  after  the  tartar  emetic  than  after 
the  Peruvian  bark  ;  and  it  only  remains  to  en¬ 
quire,  how  far  the  circumftances  were  fimilar  in 
which  thefe  trials  were  made.  And jfirft,  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  the  bark,  it  muft  be  obferved,  that  in 
about  half  of  the  cafes  in  which  the  Peruvian 
bark  was  given,  the  tartar  emetic  had  already 
been  exhibited  without  fuccefs,  Suppofe,  that 
of  thefe  thirty  cafes,  it  had  been  inadmiflible  in 
fifteen ;  and  that,  in  the  remaining  fifteen,  it 
had  been  fairly  tried  without  fuccefs:  It  will! 
then  be  reafonable  to  fuppofe,  that  thefe  laft  fif¬ 
teen  cafes  were  in  their  nature  more  obftinate: 
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than  the  medium.  On  the  other  fide  of  the 
queftion,  it  may  be  urged,  JirJi ,  That  as  inter- 
mittents  here  ceafe  (with  a  very  few  exceptions) 
on  the  fetting  in  of  the  cold  weather,  and  as  the 
trials  of  the  tartar  emetic  were  made  in  the  fu  tu¬ 
rner,  whilft  thofe  of  the  cortex  were  made  at 
the  clofe  of  the  feafon  of  intermittents,  it  muff 
be  allowed,  that  there  were  more  time  and  op¬ 
portunities  for  relapfes  in  thofe  who  took  the 
tartar  emetic,  than  in  thofe  who  took  the  bark  ; 
more  efpecially  when  we  conhder,  that  a  fol- 
dier,  as  foon  as  he  was  difcharged  from  the  Tick 
lift,  became  liable  to  all  the  inclemencies  of  the 
weather,  often  being  wet  up  to  his  middle  all 

1  ’*  C  -  •** *  *•*-> 

day,  and  lying  in  the  woods  all  night,  expofed 
to  the  fogs,  rain,  and  moifture  of  the  earth. 
' idly ,  It  muft  be  obferved,  that  a  confiderable 
number  of  thofe  who  took  the  bark  left  Niagara 
immediately  after,  fo  that  there  was  no  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  noting  relapfes,  If  there  were  any. 
Upon  the  whole,  I  am  of  opinion,  that  the  ar¬ 
guments  on  both  Tides  feem  fo  nearly  balanced, 
that  we  may  venture  to  take  the  table  as  it 
ftands. 
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No.  IV. 


Cured . 

12 


Relapfed. 

9 


AT*?/  Cure  do 


A  pill  compofed  of  tartar  emetic  two  grains* 
opium  half  a  grain,  taken  two,  three,  and  fome- 


times  four  times  in  twenty-four  hours. 

N.  B.  The  average  of  the  time  required  for  a 
cure  was  feven  days. 


No.  IV.  fliews  the  refult  of  fome  experiments 
formerly  made  with  a  combination  of  tartar  e- 
metic  and  opium  in  intermittents. 

The  fuccefs  here  appears  to  have  been  great, 
and  yet,  upon  the  whole,  I  do  not  think  it  is  a 
method  that  can  be  recommended.  The  ob* 
je&ions  were,  firft,  The  difagreeable  circum- 
ftance  of  an  aim  oft  conftant  ficknefs.  The  fe- 
cond  is  a  confequence  of  the  firft,  viz.  The  pa¬ 
tient  not  being  able  to  take  nouriftiment  ;  he 
therefore  remained  weak  $  and  to  this,  in  a 
great  meafure,  muft  be  attributed  the  great 
number  of  relapfes  ;  at  the  fame  time,  it  ought 
to  be  obferved,  that  thefe  trials  having  been 
made  early  in  the  fummer,  there  were  more 
opportunities  for  relapfes  that  feafon.  I  made  a 
few  trials  with  the  cuprum  ammoniacum  and  the 
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flores  zinci.  The  former  fucceeded  in  fome 
cafes,  but  excited  confiderable  ficknefs,  and 
fometimes  vomiting.  The  zinc  feemed  to  have 
not  the  lead  efteft  on  the  intermittent.  I  have 
cured  feveral  intermittents,  by  putting  the  pa- 
dent’s  feet  in  warm  water,  and  giving  a  draught 
of  liquid  laudanum  from  twenty-five  to  thirty 
drops,  with  one  dram  of  crude  fal  ammoniac, 
about  an  hour  and  a  half  before  the  fit  was  ex- 
pedted.  1  muff,  however,  acknowledge,  that  it 
has  likewife  very  often  failed  :  Perhaps  its  fai¬ 
lure  is  as  often  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  fixing 
upon  the  exa&  time  of  exhibition,  as  to  want  of 
efficacy  in  the  remedy.  I  think  I  have  heard  it 
obferved  by  Dr  Cullen,  that  if  the  ftimulant  ef¬ 
fects  of  an  opiate  were  over  before  the  time  of 
the  recurrence  of  the  paroxyfm,  it  would  not 
fucceed  in  preventing  it.  Suppofing  this  to  be 
the  cafe,  the  difficulties  are  evident :  iy?,  The 
period  of  the  ftimulant  effe&s  of  opiates  is  to  be 
fixed,  idly ,  It  is  necefiary  to  afcertain  whether 
the  conftri&ion  upon  the  furface  is  not  irreme¬ 
diable  (at  leaft  by  any  means  we  would  chufe  to 
make  ufe  of)  many  minutes  before  there  are 
any  manifeft  figns  of  it.  Thefe  are  difficulties 
even  fuppofing  the  returns  of  the  paroxyfm  to 
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be  regular  to  a  minute  ;  how  feldom  this  is  the 
cafe,  I  leave  to  every  practitioner  to  judge.  It 
has  been  obferved  in  general  (but  with  many 
exceptions),  that  if  the  above  remedy  fucceed- 
ed  in  raffing  a  fweat,  it  prevented  the  return  of 
the  paroxyfm  :  Whether  this  was  not  rather  a 
concomitant  effect  than  a  caufe,  may,  I  think, 
be  very  judly  doubted  ;  certain  it  is,  that  I  have 
frequently  known  a  profufe  fweat  fuddenly  dis¬ 
appear,  and  a  regular  paroxyfm  indantly  fuc- 
ceed. 

I  {hall  now  clofe  this  fubjeCt  with  a  few  gene¬ 
ral  remarks ;  and  the  fird  that  occurs  is,  that 
in  all  the  above  cafes  the  diet  was  the  moft  un¬ 
favourable  that  can  be  fuppofed,  the  only  alter¬ 
natives  being  fait  pork,  or  bread  and  tea.  It  is 
but  reafonable  to  fuppofe,  that  if  a  nourifhing 
diet,  of  eafy  digeflion,  could  have  been  procu¬ 
red,  the  proportion,  both  of  failures  and  relapfes, 
would  have  been  confiderably  diminilhed.  idly. 
Before  an  intermittent  is  completely  formed, 
there  is  for  many  days  a  date  of  latitude,  dimi- 
nifhed  appetite,  and  tendency  to  third,  with 
aching  in  the  limbs.  The  tartar  emetic  given 
in  thefe  circumdances  has  never  failed  to  re¬ 
move  the  fymptoms,  and  prevent  the  formation 

of 
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of  a  regular  ague ;  but  it  muft  be  acknowled¬ 
ged,  that  obfervations  of  this  kind  were  not 
very  extenfive,  as  foldiers  feldom  complain  till 
they  have  already  had  a  paroxyfm  or  two.  ?>dly9 
From  what  has  been  faid,  it  appears,  that  tartar 
emetic  is  an  ufeful  remedy  in  intermittents.  In 
the  cafes  in  which  it  fucceeds,  it  is  probable  that 
it  will  be  found  to  have  two  advantages  over 
the  bark ;  firjt ,  That  the  patient  will  be  lefs  liable 
to  relapfes.  2 dTy,  That  it  leaves  him  with  a  bet¬ 
ter  appetite,  and,  upon  the  whole,  in  a  better 
ftate  than  the  bark.  But  if,  on  the  contrary, 
after  five  or  fix  days  trial,  it  fhould  not  be  found 
to  have  leflened  or  retarded  the  paroxyfms,  it 
will  at  leaf!  be  attpnded  with  this  advantage, 
that  no  time  will  have  been  loft,  and  the  patient 
will  have  been  as  well,  or  perhaps  better  prepa¬ 
red  for  the  exhibition  of  the  bark,  than  he 
would  have  been  by  any  other  courfe  in  the 
fame  time.  There  are,  however,  cafes  in  which 
little  can  be  expected  from  it,  and  others  where 
it  might  be  highly  injurious ;  amongft  the  for¬ 
mer,  I  imagine  may  be  reckoned  intermittents 
of  long  (landing,  where  the  ftrength  is  much 
impaired.  Amongft  the  latter,  great  irritability 

of  the  ftomach  inteftines,  or  perhaps  even  of  the 
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fyftem  in  general.  There  is  one  circumflance 
worth  remarking,  viz.  that  though  in  North 
America  intermittents  are  very  common  in  the 
vicinity  of  all  the  large  lakes  that  are  to  the 
fouthward  of  45  degrees  of  latitude,  yet  1  have 
never  fecn  a  quartan,  or  met  with  any  pra&iti- 
oner  that  had  feen  one.  Whether  the  tartar 
emetic  would  be  equally  efficacious  in  fenny  fl¬ 
it  nations,  and  countries  where  quartans  are  met 
with,  I  cannot  pretend  to  fay.  There  is  ano¬ 
ther  phenomenon,  which,  from  the  defcriptions 
of  intermittents  I  have  generally  met  with,  I 
fhould  be  led  to  imagine  was  rather  peculiar  to 
this  part  of  the  world,  I  mean  the  frequent 
want  of  a  lateritious  fediment  in  the  urine.  In 
this  particular,  I  have  taken  all  the  precautions  I 
was  acquainted  with,  viz.  taking  my  obfervations 
only  from  urine  pafled  at  the  termination  of  a 
paroxyfm,  and  in  cafes  where  the  inter miffions 
were  perfed ;  and  yet  the  proportion  of  thofe 
where  there  was  no  fediment  was  as  four  to 
one. 

I  have  faid  above  (p.  260.)  that  if  the  patients 
could  have  had  the  advantages  of  a  nouriffiing 
diet,  it  was  reafonable  to  fuppofe,  that  the  num~ 
ber  of  failures  and  relapfes  would  have  been  di- 

miniffied, 
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minifhed.  Succeeding  obfervatlons  have  not 
abfolutely  contradi&ed  this  fuppofition ;  but  I 
mufl  acknowledge,  that  they  have  by  no  means 
tended  to  confirm  it ;  and,  in  the  few  cafes  I 

have  had  an  opportunity  of  feeing,  I  have  cer- 

\ 

tainly  not  found  all  the  benefit  I  expected  from 
the  article  of  diet.  As  far  as  I  have  been  able 
to  obferve,  the  foldiers  were  cured  as  foon  as  . 
the  officers  and  other  perfons  who  had  every 
advantage  that  could  arife  from  a  nourifhing 
diet  and  the  ufe  of  wine.  I  am  apt  to  believe, 
therefore,  that  the  benefit  of  a  cordial  and  nou¬ 
rifhing  diet  mufl  be  limited  to  cafes  of  fome 
handing,  and  that,  in  the  firfl  days  of  an  inter¬ 
mittent,  a  diluting  diet  may  be  more  proper, 
even  though  there  are  no  figns  of  an  inflamma¬ 
tory  tendency,  and  although  the  primse  vise  are 
already  cleared.  The  want  of  appetite,  and  a- 
verfion  to  wine,  which  take  place  at  this  time, 
feem  to  point  this  out.  If  this  be  really  the  cafe, 
it  is  an  eafy  matter  to  perceive  the  reafon  why 
the  tartar  emetic,  which  in  general  performs  a 
cure  in  the  firfl  fix  or  eight  days,  fucceeded  as 
well  with  the  foldiers  as  with  the  officers. 

From  the  obfervations  which  I  have  been  able 
to  make,  riding  on  horfeback  appears  to  be 

much 
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much  more  entitled  to  the  name  of  a  fpecific  in 

I  ' 

intermittents  than  in  confumptions.  Unfortu¬ 
nately  the  ina&ivity  of  mind  and  body  which 
this  difeafe  induces,  feldom  allow  the  patient  to 
pufh  it  as  far  as  is  neceflary.  Riding  fhould 
certainly  never  be  carried  fo  far  as  to  fatigue ;  but 
every  day  will  remove  this  limit  to  a  greater  di- 
ftance.  In  countries  where  intermittents  are 
endemic,  daily  riding  on  horfeback  may  not  on¬ 
ly  be  ferviceable  as  a  preventative,  but  it  is  alfo 
attended  with  this  further  advantage,  that  in 
cafe  of  ficknefs  it  can  be  pufhed  much  farther 
without  fatigue  than  if  the  patient  had  never 
been  accuflomed  to  it* 

I  come  next  to  mention  a  few  trials  which  I 
made  of  a  remedy  faid  to  be  of  much  repute  a - 
mor.g  the  Indians  and  Woodfmen  of  North  A- 

rnerica,  for  the  cure  of  the  dyfentery.  I  had 

* 

often  been  told,  that  wood-allies,  mixed  in  rum, 
was  a  very  effeclual  cure  for  this  difeafe  ;  at  laft, 
an  officer  who  had  been  out  with  Indians  on  a 
fcout,  allured  me,  that  he  himfelf  had  been  cu¬ 
red  by  it.  Suppofmg  that  the  virtue  of  this  re¬ 
medy  mult  depend  on  the  fixed  alkaline  fait,  I 
made  a  lixivium  of  afhes  in  water  \  and  after  the 

previous 
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previous  evacuations  by  a  vomit  and  purge,  I 
gave  it  to  eight  per  Tons  :  Of  thefe,  feven  were 

cured  by  it ;  and.  this  in  the  courfe  of  eight  or 

* 

ten  days  upon  an  average.  It  is  remarkable  e- 
nough,  that  this  remedy,  although  fo  acrid  as  to 
excoriate  the  fauces,  if  not  largely  diluted,  al¬ 
ways  eafed  the  belly,  and  removed  the  gripes 
very  foon  after  it  was  fwallowed,  and  gradually 
diminilhed  the  number  of  (tools.  There  was 
reafon  to  imagine  that  it  fometimes  had  a  flight 
purgative  effect.  After  fome  trials,  I  at  laft 
fixed  upon  what  appeared  to  be  the  molt  ad¬ 
vantageous  dofe,  and  by  evaporating  it,  found 
that  it  contained  about  forty-fix  grains  of  refi- 
duum,  which  was  nearly  all  fixed  alkali.  I  ge¬ 
nerally  gave  this  dofe  every  night,  and  fome¬ 
times  repeated  it  in  the  morning.  I  mult  now 
obferve,  that  the  above  eight  cafes  were  not  of 
the  mod  violent  kind,  as  the  number  of  (tools 
in  twenty-four  hours  did  not  in  general  exceed 
ten  or  twelve  ;  but  encouraged  by  this  fuccefs,  I 
afterwards  made  trial  of  it  in  more  violent  ones, 
and  particularly  in  two  or  three,  in  which  the 
number  of  (tools  in  twenty-four  hours  exceeded 
one  hundred.  I  cannot  fay,  that  in  thefe  cafes  I 
perceived  any  benefit  from  it  \  at  the  fame  time, 

it 
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it  is  but  juftice  to  acknowledge,  that  I  did  not 
repeat  the  remedy  as  often,  or  perfifl  in  its  ufe 
as  long  as  the  violence  of  the  difeafe  might  re* 
quire.  Notwithftanding  what  I  had  experien¬ 
ced,  I  could  never  free  my  mind  fo  far  from 
prejudice,  as  not  to  dread  the  effe&s  of  fo  acri¬ 
monious  a  medicine,  in  a  difeafe  where  the  parts 
mull  always  be  in  fome  degree  in  a  date  of  in¬ 
flammation  whenever  it  is  violent.  Neverthe- 
iefs,  if  I  fhould  ever  be  in  fuch  a  fituation  as  to 
be  deditute  of  other  remedies  for  the  dyfente- 
ry,  authorifed  by  the  tedimony  of  fo  many  per- 

fons,  and  by  my  own  experience,  I  fhould  make 

■ 

no  fcrupie  to  pufh  my  experiments  with  this  re¬ 
medy  much  farther.  I  mud  not  omit  obfer- 
ving,  that  in  the  lad  mentioned  cafes,  in  which 

it  did  not  fucceed,  and  particularly  in  the  two 

\ 

or  three  violent  ones  there  fpecified,  on  its  fird 
exhibition  it  incontedibly  gave  eafe,  and  the 
(tools  came  away  with  much  lefs  pain  ;  fucceed- 
ing  dofes  had  certainly  not  an  equal  effect,  and 
I  even  began  to  fufped:  that  they  increafed  the 
difeafe ;  whether  or  not  I  did  not  take  the  alarm 
too  foon,  1  will  not  pretend  to  determine.  The 
patients  afterwards  recovered  by  the  common 
methods,  and  there  is  therefore  reafon  to  fup* 

pofe 
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pofe,  that  at  lead  the  lixivium  did  no  efiential 
injury.  I  have  dated  thefe  fads  as  they  hap¬ 
pened  ;  and  if  they  (hould  tend  to  throw  any 
light,  either  on  the  theory  or  method  of  treat¬ 
ment  of  the  dyfentery,  my  purpofe  will  be  an- 
fwered. 

Re giji  er  of forty  fix  Cafes  of  Lues  Venerea . 

\  f  »*•.  *  \ 

Explanation  of  the  following  Tables .1  The 
fird  two  columns  mark  the  date  of  the  difeafe 
at  the  time  the  cure  was  undertaken  ;  the  fird, 
(hewing  the  number  of  days  that  the  patient 
had  had  the  complaint ;  the  fecond  column 
marking  the  degree ;  and,  for  this  purpofe,  I 
have  didinguifhed  three  dages.  17?,  Excoria¬ 
tions  or  ulcerations  confined  to  the  prepuce  or 
glans.  ,idly1)  Eruption,  tumour,  or  ulceration, 
in  any  other  part  of  the  body,  without  nodur- 
rial  pains,  or  afFedions  of  the  bones.  ^dly? 
Nfodurnal  pains  or  affedions  of  the  bones. 
The  figures  in  this  column,  therefore,  fignify* 
firft,  fecond,  third  dage  ;  and,  for  further  pre¬ 
cision,  the  degree  of  violence  of  each  dage  is 
fubjoined  by  the  initial  letter  of  Slight,  Mid¬ 
dling,  or  Violent.  I  do  not  pretend  to  enter 

into 
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into  the  merits  of  thefe  diflinetions ;  all  that  I 
can  fay  is,  that  fomething  of  the  kind  was  abfo- 
lutely  neceflary  for  reducing  cafes  to  a  table, 
and  that  this  form  was  the  firft  that  fuggefted 
itfelf  to  me.  The  third  column  gives  the  fea- 
fon  of  the  year,  and  the  patients  names,  which 
are  numbered  merely  for  the  convenience  of  re¬ 
ferences.  The  fourth  and  fifth  {hew  the  refult. 
The  fixth  and  feventh  fhew  the  removal  of  the 
fymptoms  ;  the  fixth  pointing  out  in  how  many 
days  this  was  eflfeded,  and  the  feventh  by  what 
quantity  of  the  remedy.  It  often  happened, 
that  warts,  or  a  thickening  and  hardnefs  of  the 
prepuce,  remaining  after  the  inflammation  was 
gone,  rendered  the  exad  time  of  the  fymptoms 
difappearing  rather  doubtful ;  all  thele  cafes; 
therefore,  are  marked  with  the  letter  D.  With 
regard  to  the  eighth  and  ninth,  intended  tc 
fhew  the  evacuations  caufed  by  the  mercury,  1 
am  fenfible  that  this  head  is  in  a  very  impeded 
and  a  very  incorrect  ffate.  In  general,  the  fi¬ 
gures  fhew  in  how  many  days  the  {pitting  be 
gan,  and  by  what  quantity  of  mercury  ;  anc 
where  the  letters  U  or  S  occur,  they  flgnifyj 
that  the  Urine  or  Sweat  was  increafed.  Thu 

tenth  and  eleventh  refped  the  whole  courfe;  th: 

tent); 
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tenth  (hewing  the  number  of  days  that  it  conti¬ 
nued,  and  the  eleventh  the  quantity  of  the  re¬ 
medy  employed.  It  will  perhaps  be  obje&ed 
by  fame,  that  even  in  the  averages  of  thefe  ta¬ 
bles  there  appear  great  inconfiftencies,  the  con¬ 
firmed  lues  venerea  in  its  lad  ftage  having  fome- 
times  required  but  a  fmall  quantity  of  mercury, 
whilft  the  firft  ftage  has  required  a  very  large 
one.  But  this  obfprvation  will  only  tend  to  con¬ 
firm  what  I  wiffi  to  reprefent,  viz.  the  ineffi¬ 
ciency  of  confined  obfervations,  and  the  necef- 

fitv  of  extenfive  ones. 

* 

In  almoft  all  the  cafes  of  lues  venerea,  the 
infe&ion  was  communicated  by  Indian  fquaws, 
and  I  have  been  fometimes  inclined  to  think, 
that  it  was  more  virulent  than  in  white  wo¬ 
men. 

.  •••'<  , ,  -  ...  c  :  -j 
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Method  I*  Corrojive  Sublimate  Mercury  out- 
fourth  grain  in  half  an  ounce  of  fpirits,  twice ,  and 
in  fome  cafes  thrice  a-day • 


State. 


m 
X 
a 
T3 
U 
O 
u  be 
«D  C 
J=> 


|  C 

CO 

$5* 


i 

21 

3 

3 

8  Bo 

21 

6 


5 


21 


4> 

<U 


bO 

<u 

Q 


Names. 


t.M 

1.  S 

j.S. 

2. M 
t.  S. 

1.  s. 

2  S. 

2.  S 
2.M 
2.  M. 

1.  s. 

2.  M. 


Feb*  I.  Wills. 

July  2.  M‘Cann. 

3.  Gollaugbar. 

4.  Patmore. 
Sept.  5.  Overhead, 
Nov.  6.  Embery. 
Dec.  7*  AfTel. 

Oft.  8.  Tarling. 
Nov.  9  W.  Wright 

10.  Pearce. 
July  11.  M‘Lanigan 
Jan.  1 2.  Flaharty. 


Refult. 


-tj 

9> 

U 

P 

u 


Q 


"O 

.4» 


O- 


0» 


Symptoms 

difappeareri 


a 

P 


4 

10 

io 

12 

12 

40 


21 

59 

9 

46 


c/i 

a 


fc« 


o 


Evacuation 


Spitting  be¬ 
gan. 


2 

5 

5 

6 
6 

20 


10 

29 


4- 

cz 

26 


e/5 

CO 

p 


13 


l/J 

C 


CO 


o 

6i 

2 


Averages  tf  a  Ceur/e. 

Days. 


Court 


C/5 

>> 

a 


63 

14 

19 

24 

18 

36 

50 

57 

3[ 

63 

24 

53 


\  / 

Cured, 

8  *) 

C  Not  cured,  2  ” 
4  Relapfed,  2  _ 

^  Not  cured, 

>  Total. 

4  ^ 

I  ft  Stage,  -j 

'  Cured, 

[  Not  cured. 

2tl  Stage,  - 

C  Cured, 

£Not  cured, 

3  ft  Stage,  -  29 

2(1  Stage,  -  46 


Grains. 

IO 

23 


I 
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Method  II.  Acrid  Corrofive  Sublimate  Mercury 
one-fourth  grain ,  twice  or  thrice  a-day . 


Symptoms 

Evacuation. 

ate. 

Names. 

Refult. 

difappeared 

Coi 

Spitting  be* 

gan. 

H3 

0 

i/J 

• 

A  1 

Qi 

f  . 

T3 

• 

c 

V 

<u 

3 

£ 

c3 

u 

oi 

fcb 

<D 

0 

CC 

cz 

P 

0 

<S) 

•  o-< 

CC 

co 

>> 

Q 

0 

z 

QJ 

c 

03 

CC 

Q 

L, 

0 

<c 

P 

3  M 

March  i.  St  Robifon 

I 

U. 

34 

2.M 

Feb.  2.  C.  Hains 

42 

23 

10 

8 

5b 

2.  S. 

3*  Liddle 

- 

24 

6 

7 

4| 

39 

1.  M 

4.  Prefcot 

24 

17 

20 

1 5 

38 

3  s 

5-  Stopple 

35 

26 

49 

i.M 

6.  St  Pierre 

51 

25 

29 

2  ( 

56 

2  S. 

7.  Aihron 

I 

D 

8 

4 

50 

i.M 

8  Roebuck 

42 

3° 

56 

i.M 

9-  Williams 

I 

20 

12 

36 

2.M. 

10.  Ruffe  n 

1 

I 

48 

35 

52 

38 

61 

c a 
C 


c3 

O 

20 

33 

*4 

23 

37 

28 

8 

41 

24 

42 


Remarks . 

The  fublimate  was  here  made  acrid,  by  the  addition  of  fal 
moniac.  The  i'olution  was  in  water. 


Cured, 

S  N,,t  cnred>  1  1  Not  cured 
l  Relapfed,  3  5  lN0C  curei'» 


Total, 


n  0.  C  Cured, 

1  aSe>  £  Not  cured. 

sb 

2d  Stage,  {^Toured, 

:j« 

3d  Stage,  ^  NoTcured, 

Averages  ef 

a  Courfe . 

r 

Days. 

Grains. 

1  ft  Stage, 

46 

36. 

2d  Stage, 

51 

24 

3d  Stage, 

4* 

2§ 
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Method  HI.  Acrid  Corrofive  Sublimate  Merc 
one -fourth  grain ,  twice  or  thrice  a-day .  Decoti 
of  the  woods  four  ounces ,  twice  a-day  :  'The  wa 


State. 


& 

05  ■ 

"3 

U. 

o 

c 


<D 

s, « 

^c; 


10 

IO 

34 
21 
JO 

35 
21 

6 

6o 

io 


CD 

CD 

U 

tofl 

iu 

Q 


2.  s. 
2.  S 
r.M 
[  V 
2.M 
t.  S. 

1  M 
r.  S 
2.V. 

2  M 


3  j1* 


Karnes. 


March  i.  Baker 

2.  S»  Wells 

3.  Hully 
April  4.  John  Ton 

5.  Flaharty 
[une  6.  C.  Robiloi 
April  7  Atkins 
8.  Wills 
9  Bulb 


June  II-  Keyfal  j 


Symptoms 

Evacuation 

Refult. 

iifapp 

eared 

Spitting  be 

gan 

“T3 

• 

in 

- 

CL) 

a 

u 

J-J 

0 

£ 

Relapfed. 

In  Days. 

‘c3 

6 

02 

Days. 

Grains- 

22 

15 

20 

1 5 

19 

12 

S 

25 

1 1 

4 

2 

26 

15 

12 

9 

59 

43 

9 

5 

8 

5 

D. 

20 

8l 

I 

1 

D. 

26 

33 

n 

37 

27 

'1 

IT 

32 

1  37 

i9 

I  14  1 

Co 


(A 

?>■ 

71 


Q. 


3" 

3“ 

# 

72 

2 

7 

5 

5 

48 


Remarks. 

N.  R.  In  the  eleventh  cafe,  as  the  medicine  was  oblige 
be  omitted  (on  account  of  another  complaint)  the  fame 
the  fymptoms  difappeared,  it  is  called  irregular,  and  noi 
eluded  in  the  general  fumming  up  of  the  cafes. 


Cured, 

C  Not  cured,  1  ?  p^ot  cured, 
£  Relapled,  1  5 


8 


Total. 


C  Cured, 

ft  Stagey  Not  cured. 


.  „  C  Cured, 

2d  Stage,  £  j^-ot  cured, 


n 

H 


Averages  of  a  Courfe. 

Days. 

i fb  Stage,  -  v  44 

2d  Stage,  -  47 


Grains. 

17 

31 


One  irregular  Cafe  not  cured. 


n  to  m  m 
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PART  I.  Method  IV.  Friffion  -with  Mercurial  Ointment. 
The  Warm  Bath,  five,  fix,  or  more  Times. 


State 


Conrfe.  j  References. 


Vide 

2.  of  IV.  1 6. 


2.  of  IV.  20. 
2.ofIV.lS. 


N.  B.  To  avoid  all  miftakes  occafioned  by  the  different  ways  of 
preparing  mercurial  ointment,  the  quantity  of  extinguilhed  mercury 
is  here  marked,  and  not  the  quantity  of  ointment. 


C  Not  cured, 
C,  Relapfed, 


Cured, 


°  ^  Not  cured, 


20} 

5  >  Total. 


S  2 


In 


MED 


CAL 


In  the  i ft  Stage,  - 

C  Cured, 

£  Not  cured, 

lllt3 

2  5 

2d  Stage, 

C  Cured, 

Not  cured, 

8 

1 

8 

UO  s| 

*-* 

0 

3d  Stage,  ■ 

C  Cured, 

£  Not  cured, 

1 

Averages  of 

Gourfe . 

In  20  cured, 

In  5  not  cured, 

Days. 

>  -  4*1 

41 

Drams  of  Mercury, 

9f 

7J 

f 


Averages  of  the  Removal  of  Symptoms, 


In  Days. 

/  By  Drams  of  Mercury 

General  average. 

23 

5 

Average  of  the  ift  Stage, 

25| 

6 

2d  Stage, 

2O4 

-  4 

3d  Stage, 

1 

9 

a 

\ 
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PART  II.  Method  IV.  The  Method  «/No.  IV.  viz. 
Frittions  and  Bathing,  tried  upon  Patients  who  had 
previoufly  ufed 'feme  other  Method  without  Succefs. 


State. 

Names. 

Refit! 

Symptoms 

if) 

d  fappeartd 

P 

Cu, 

O 

u, 

c 

"3 

r* 

V  £ 

• 

Qj 

QJ 

u 

P 

T3 

<Z) 

n  X 

i-  l- 

|1 

U. 

OJC 

CJ 

w 

o. 

es 

CJ 

Q 

P  g 

55  C: 

<ZJ 

p 

z 

QJ 

S3  s 

70 

2.M. 

Nov.  1.  Wright 

from  I.  8. 

1 

9 

3  I  “2d 

87 

2.M 

— — -  2.  Tarling, 

from  I.  7. 

4c 

IO 

250 

3-M 

Mar. 3  S.Robifon, 

from  II.  1. 

1  2 

7 

70 

1.  s. 

May  4.  Williams, 

4  0 

from  II.  9. 

6 

2  i-3d 

42 

i.M 

June  5  Keyfal, 

fr.  III.  irr.  cafe 

1 

13 

2 

D. 

2.M. 

— —  6  RnlTen, 

from  II.  IO. 

12 

3 

120 

1.  S. 

- 7-  Wills, 

from  III  8. 

1 

42 

7 

180 

2.  V. 

July  8.  Bnfh, 

from  III.  9- 

19 

7 

140 

3-M. 

May  9.  Pearce, 

7 

from  I.  9 

80 

18 

3^5 

1.  S 

Aug  10.  John  — 

method  unkn. 

10 

2  2-gds 

D. 

2.M 

- -  11.  Mrs  P. 

fr.  Ill.  irr.  cafe. 

28 

7 

220 

2.M. 

—  -  12.  Afhton, 

1 

from  II-  7. 

22 

2  2=3ds 

270 

2-  V. 
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V 
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2 
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C  Not  cured, 
(_  Relapfed, 


Cured, 

°  i  Not  cured, 

4  s 


In  the  n't  Stage,  $  Cured, 

°  ?  Not  cured. 


2d 


Stage,  £ 


Cured, 

Not  cured, 


3d  Stage,  £  NotCuwd, 


17 

4 

n 


Total. 


13 


Averages  of  a  Courfe. 


In  17  cured. 

In  4  not  cured, 


Days.  Drams  of  Merc. 

37i  -  7t 

34r  -  n 


Averages  of  tbs  Removal  of  Syniftoms. 


General  average, 

O  ' 

In  Days. 
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4 

By  Drams  of  Merc. 

5 

In  the  1  ft  Stage, 

2d  Stage, 

ad  Stage, 
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Iethod  V.  Plummer’s  Pills  :  Decoction  of  the  Woods. 


<u 
.  y 

feO 

sj 

Q 


o. 


M 


Names. 


Refuli 


Dec.  1.  Wills. 

from  2.  IV.  15 
Jan.  2  Miner, 
from  IV.  13 


C  Not  cured, 
£  Relapfed, 


Symptoms 

disappeared 


to 

;> 

it;  . 

a 


53 


cq 


3  I' 2d 


Evacuations. 
Spitting  began 


to 

cn 

Q 

c 


7 

22 


<o 


u 

00 

cq 


Courfe. 


to 

<U 

cL» 

3 

o 

U3 


Reference. 


Cured, 

T  >  Not  cured, 
1  S 


V.  2.  of  IV.  21  • 


In  2  not  cured, 


Average  of  a  Courfe. 

Days. 

50 


Scruples  of  Pill. 


I2f 


J.  B.  It  was  not  intended  to  raife  a  falivation  in  either  cafe. 


Summary  of  the  fables  of  Lues  Venerea . 


hod  I.  Van  Swieten’s  folution  of  fublimate, 
hod  II.  Sublimate  rendered  acrid, 
hod  111.  Sublimate  rendered  acrid  ;  warm 
h  ;  decoiftion  of  the  woods, 
hod  IV.  Mercurial  frictions,  and  warm  bath, 
II.  of  IV.  Where  fome  other  method  had 
:n  previoufly  tried  without  fuccefs,  - 
hod  V.  Plummer’s  Pills;  decoction  of  the 
iods,  -  " 


Cured 

Not 

Symptoms 

Cured. 

lemoved 

V 

in  Days. 

8 

4 

221 

6 

4 

35| 

8 

2 

28 

20 

5 

23 

17 

4 

20L 

0 

2 

B.  The  Author  has  never  had  it  in  his  power  to  make  any  trials 
;  farfaparilla,  which  were  fufficiently  accurate  for  publication, 

S  4  Query. 


I 


278  MEDICAL 

£>uery.  As  the  3d  method  (fublimate  ren¬ 
dered  acrid,  and  the  warm  bath)  appears  to  have 
been  attended  with  the  feweft  relapfes,  and  as 
the  4th  (mercurial  frictions  and  warm  bath) 
was  never  found  to  fail  in  removing  the  fymp- 
toms  for  the  prefent  time ;  might  not  a  judici¬ 
ous  combination  of  thefe  methods,  at  leaft,  me¬ 
rit  a  trial  l  the  4th  method  being  ufed  for  three 
weeks,  or  longer,  if  the  fymptoms  did  not  give 
way,  and  the  third  being  afterwards  purfued  for 
a  fortnight,  or  longer. 

I  have  not  intruded  the  above  cafes  of  lues 
venerea  upon  the  public,  with  a  view  of  draw¬ 
ing  any  conclufions  refpeffing  the  different  me¬ 
thods  of  cure  therein  made  ufe  of.  I  am  fen- 
fible  their  number  is  by  no  means  adequate  to 
fuch  a  purpofe.  My  foie  intention  was,  to  fup- 
port  an  attempt  which  I  think  every  individual 
of  the  Faculty  is  bound  to  make,  towards  draw¬ 
ing  his  profeffion  out  of  that  ftate  of  uncertain¬ 
ty  in  which  it  (till  is,  with  refped  to  one  of  the 
moft  interefling  points,  I  mean  the  effe&s  of 
medicines.  How  far  ingenious  theories,  and 
fubtile  difquifitions,  have  tended  to  throw  light 
upon  the  nature  of  difeafes,  and  the  operation 
of  remedies,  may  be  difficult  to  determine: 
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Thofe  who  are  difpofed  to  be  fatirical,  allege, 
that  we  have  changed  our  theories  as  often  as 
we  have  our  fafhions ;  and  that,  neverthelefs, 
men  in  all  ages  have  feemed  as  perfectly  fatisfi- 
ed  with  the  infalibility  of  the  prefent  theory,  as 
they  were  with  the  fuperiority  of  the  prefent  cut 
of  their  coat.  Politenefs  obliges  us  to  fuppofe, 
that  the  theories  of  this  age  will  be  more  im¬ 
mutable.  Such,  however,  is  the  inconfiftency 
of  human  nature,  that  the  moft  ftrenuous  oppo- 
fers  of  dogmatifm  might  probably  be  deteded 
every  minute  in  making  ufe  of  fome  degree  of 
it,  though  almoft  unknown  to  themfelves ;  and 
I  imagine,  that  a  pure  empiric  will  as  rarely  be 
found  among  men  of  fenfe  and  learning,  as  an 
Atheifl  will  be  among  philofophers.  If  we  next 
turn  our  views  towards  obfervation,  and  exa¬ 
mine  what  affiftance  we  have  derived  from  it 
upon  the  prefent  fubjed,  I  am  afraid  we  (hall 
find  it  far  fhort  of  what  might  have  been  ex¬ 
pected.  It  is  well  known,  that  as  long  as  mer¬ 
cury  has  been  in  ufe,  the  comparative  fuperio¬ 
rity  of  its  different  preparations  is  fo  far  from 
being  afcertained,  that  the  moft  oppohte  opi¬ 
nions  have  been  entertained  by  the  firfl  autho¬ 
rities,  even  with  regard  to  the  fame  prepara¬ 
tion. 
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tion.  Aim  oft  as  much  might  be  faid  of  anti-* 
mony,  opium,  hemlock,  neutral  falts,  the  diffe¬ 
rent  methods  of  blood-letting,  and,  in  ffiort,  of 
the  generality  of  remedies.  It  is  difficult  to 
find,  not  only  two  nations,  but  even  two  indi¬ 
viduals  in  the  fame  village,  who  have  precifely 
the  fame  opinions  of  the  virtues  and  efficacy  of 
of  a  remedy.  If  we  endeavour  to  trace  the 
fource  of  this  contrariety  of  opinions,  this  re¬ 
proach  to  medicine,  I  believe,  we  (hall  find  none 
more  obvious  than  the  fallacy  of  obfervation, 
arifing  from  mens  drawing  decihve  conclufions 
from  the  limited  number  of  experiments  which 
they  may  have  had  it  in  their  power  to  make. 
The  irregularities  of  a  patient  are  induftrioufly 
concealed  from  his  Phyfician :  Pride,  fhame, 
fear,  or  other  motives,  often  caufe  him  to  hide 
or  mifreprefent  the  true  caufe  or  nature  of  his 
complaint :  If  he  is  difgufted  with  a  naufeous 
medicine,  he  will  fupprefs  its  good  effects,  or 
perhaps  unjuftly  afcribe  bad  ones  to  it :  Defe&s 
in  the  quality  of  the  medicines,  diet  or  air,  and 
the  complication  of  other  difeafes,  perhaps  not 
always  obvious ;  are  all  circumftances  that  daily 
defeat  attempts  towards  obfervation  and  expe¬ 
riment.  When  the  moft  efficacious  remedy  is 
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given,  it  is  a  chance  that  one  or  other  of  thefe 
caufes  fruftrates  its  effeds ;  and  if,  by  fome  of 
the  unaccountable,  though  not  uncommon,  ca¬ 
prices  of  fortune,  this  fhould  happen  feveral 
:imes  fucceflively  to  a  praditioner,  he  becomes 
iifguffed,  and  (not  having  it  in  his  power  to 
mow  the  real  caufe  of  his  want  of  fuccefs)  finds 
fimfelf  little  difpofed  to  rifk  his  reputation,  or 
-xpofe  himfelf  to  further  difappointments,  by 
)erfifting  in  the  ufe  of  a  remedy  which  has  re- 
)aid  him  fo  ill.  On  the  contrary,  an  effort  of 
lature,  or  a  concurrence  of  lucky  circumftan- 
es,  may  occafion  virtues  to  be  attributed  to  a 
emedy  which  it  never  poffeffed.  Every  candid 
bferver,  I  believe,  will  allow,  that  this  is  often 
true  hiffory  of  the  peculiar,  and  fometimes  ex- 
ordinary,  opinions  of  praditioners.  As  long 
s  there  is  no  public  repofitory  of  fads,  nor  any 
hannel  by  which  they  might  be  conveyed  to 
ie  world,  fo  long  will  medicine  probably  la- 
°ur  under  the  imperfedions  we  have  been  en-  - 
savouring  to  defcribe ;  for  I  believe  it  will  rea¬ 
lly  be  acknowledged,  that  in  the  proportion 
iat  experiments  increafe  in  number,  in  the 
me  proportion  are  they  fet  out  of  the  reach 
Kl  influence  of  the  above  mentioned  cafualties. 

It 
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It  follows ,  therefore ,  that  folid  and  invari? 
conclufions  upon  any  fubjed,  can  only  be  drs 
from  a  very  large  number  of  experiments  or 
fervations.  If  this  pofition  be  true,  and  its 
lity  univerfally  acknowledged,  nothing,  1  fhc 
Imagine,  can  be  eafier  than  the  means  of  bri 
ing  it  into  effect.  With  refped  to  military 
fpitals,  all  that  is  requifite  is  an  order  for  i 
purpofe :  A  yearly  regifler  of  any  form  cc 
then  be  given  in  by  each  general  and  regirr 
tal  hofpital.  As  to  the  public  hofpitals  and; 
firmaries,  now  fo  common  in  every  part 
Great  Britain,  it  is  to  be  fuppofed,  that  a  : 
for  the  improvement  of  medicine,  and  hum 
ty  to  their  fellow  creatures,  would  induce 
heads  of  each  to  keep  exad  regifters,  and 
make  regular  publications  of  them.  Perb 
the  mechanical  regularity  that  fuch  inftituti 
would  introduce  into  hofpitals,  might  not 
entirely  void  of  its  (hare  of  advantage.  Bef 
the  immenfe  fund  of  obfervation  which  wc 
be  found  in  the  military  and  civil  hofpitals, 
further  to  be  hoped,  that  private  pra&ition 
fenfibie  of  the  advantages  of  fuch  an  inflitut: 
and  having  at  length  a  known  channel  to  c 
vey  their  obfervations,  would  greatly  enrich 
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olledion.  It  is  almoft  needlefs  to  mention, 
iow  beneficial  fuch  a  plan  muft  be  to  gentle- 
nen  entering  on  the  pradice  of  medicine,  who, 
>ften  diftraded  by  the  contrariety  of  opinions., 
:now  not  which  to  chufe,  and  are  obliged,  at 
aft,  to  reap  knowledge  in  the  tedious  and  limit- 
id  path  of  their  own  experience,  encompafled 
>y  deceptions,  and  difgufted  by  difappointments. 
t  rnuft  be  obferved,  that  in  afcribing  all  the  op- 
)ofition  of  afiertions,  and  peculiarity  of  opi- 
lions,  to  the  fingle  fource  of  the  fallacy  of  ob- 
ervation,  we  have  confidered  men  as  not  ac- 
uated  by  prejudice,  obftinacy  or  caprice :  That 
heir  pradice  is  fometimes  influenced  by  thefe 
notives,  we  muft  be  obliged  to  acknowledge, 
ind  I  hope  it  will  appear  as  evident,  that  the 
xiblic  eftablifhment  of  fads  would  greatly  tend 
:o  check  fuch  improper  influence.  In  fuch  re- 
lifters,  the  chief  requifites  feem  to  be,  i ft,  To 
:hrow  the  different  means  of  cure  employed  in- 
:o  a  certain  number  of  methods,  fo  that  they 
may  be  conveniently  compared  together,  idly. 
To  record  the  principal  circumftances  in  the 
cure,  in  fo  concife  a  manner,  that  they  may  not 
exceed  the  bounds  of  a  table.  How  far  thefe 
purpofes  are  anfwered  by  the  above  tables,  I 
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will  not  pretend  to  determine :  All  that  I  wi 
fay  concerning  them  is,  that  it  was  the  fir ! 
form  that  happened  to  occur ;  and  that,  thoug; 
I  have  found  it  fufficiently  convenient,  I  am  fen 
fible  that  it  is  capable  of  great  improvement!! 
It  will  undoubtedly  be  obje<ded  by  fome,  the 
the  great  variety  in  different  cafes,  requires 
variety  in  the  methods  of  treatment ;  and  the 
this  mull  be  an  infurmountable  objeQion  to  at 
ranging  the  different  methods  of  cure,  and  re 
duclng  them  to  fo  fmall  a  number,  that  compe 
rifons  may  be  drawn  between  them.  To  thii, 
it  may  be  anfwered,  That  though  we  now  an 
then  meet  with  irregular  and  complicated  cafe:: 
in  which  the  method  of  cure  mud  neceffaril 
evade  every  attempt  to  reduce  it  to  any  heac 
yet  thefe  are  by  no  means  fo  common  as  migfi 
at  firft  fight  be  imagined  ;  and  as  the  pradic 
of  medicine  is  becoming  every  day  more  Ample 
the  difficulties  on  this  head  mud,  of  courfe,  dl 
miniffi.  I  am  confident,  that  there  are  fer 
chronic  difeafes  that  might  not  be  fubjected  t! 
fuch  a  plan  ;  and,  with  refpedt  to  cafes  that  coul 
#  not,  with  precifion,  be  reduced  to  any  of  th: 
general  heads,  they  might  be  comprifed  unde 
the  title  of  the  irregular  cafes  of  that  difeafe 
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Such  a  plan  I  have,  for  my  private  fatisfaCtion, 
adopted  for  fome  time  pad ;  and  though  I  have 
never  met  with  -» .any  thing  of  the  kind,  from 
which  1  might  draw  adidance  or  direction,  I 
have  not  found  fuch  difficulties  in  the  profecu- 
tion,  as  could  be  faid  to  balance  the  advantages 
which  I  foon  perceived  I  ffiould  reap  from  it. 
I  cannot  help  obferving  one  circumftance  in  its 
favour,  which  is,  that  the  fimple  ftatement  of 
a  fet  of  facts,  feems  always  to  carry  ftronger 
conviction  with  it,  than  the  mod  pofitive  ader- 
tions  of  men  even  of  the  fird  repute :  At  the 

V 

fame  time,  it  would  be  very  unjud,  to  fay,  that 
this  prejudice  was  always  well  founded.  I 
diould  imagine,  that  the  collection  of  obferva- 
tions  would  be  conducted  with  more  regularity, 
and  to  much  greater  advantage,  were  all  the 
hofpitals  of  each  kingdom  put  under  the  in- 
fpe&ion  and  dire&ion  of  their  refpeclive  Col¬ 
leges  of  Phyficians,  fo  far  as  that  the  latter 
might  be  authorifed  to  iffue  orders  for  the  trial 

j 

of  fuch  remedies,  and  conducting  of  fuch  expe¬ 
riments  as  might  feem  mod  neceffary  to  them, 
for  the  improvement  of  medicine.  We  might 
then  hope  to  fee  the  pharmacopoeias  quickly 
weeded  of  their  ufelefs  articles,  whild  the  vir¬ 
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tues  of  every  truly  valuable  remedy  would  be 
publicly  known,  and  eftablifhed  upon  the  moft 
inconteftible  footing  :  With  regard  to  thofe  of 
an  intermediate  rank,  we  would  at  lead  have 
the  fatisfa&ion  of  knowing  exa&ly,  what  degree 
of  dependence  was  to  be  put  upon  them  ;  and 
could  even,  were  it  neceflary,  calculate  to  the 
greateft  nicety,  what  were  the  chances  of  fuc- 
cefs.  If  tables  were  judicioufly  arranged  and 
executed,  I  do  not  believe  that  even  very  nu¬ 
merous  obfervations,  given  in  a  detail  fimilar  to 

/ 

the  above  tables  of  intermittents  or  lues  vene- 
rea,  would  exceed  the  bounds  of  publication ; 
but  if  that  fhould  be  found  to  be  the  cafe,  the 
rehilt  of  the  whole  might  alone  be  given,  as  is 
done  at  the  end  of  each  of  thefe  tables. 

I  fhall,  in  the  next  place,  make  a  very  few  re¬ 
marks  on  the  dyfentery,  a  difeafe  which  I  have 
had  confiderable  opportunities  of  feeing.  From 
fame  accidents,  needlefs  to  mention  here,  I  have 
it  in  my  power  to  give  only  a  trifling  number  of 
cafes,  and  wThich,  indeed,  fee  in  to  point  out 
little  or  nothing.  As,  therefore,  the  following 
aflertions  are  not  fupported  by  fads,  the  reader 
is  welcome  to  place  what  degree  of  confidence 
in  them  he  pleafes.  In  general,  I  fhall  obferve, 

lA 


i 


COMMENTARIES.  287 

I/?,  That  I  have  never  been  fo  lucky  as  to  reap 
any  advantage  from  opiates  given  by  the  mouth, 
though  I  have  made  long  and  repeated  trials, 
and  though  I  have  given  them,  not  only  alone, 
but  alfo  combined  with  ipecacuanha,  or  with  a- 
dringents,  as  in  the  pulvis  e  bolo  compofitus 
et  fpecies  e  fcordio,  rhubarb  likewife  being  fome- 
times  added.  Whild  the  (tools  were  in  any 
confiderable  number,  and  there  were  any  re¬ 
mains  of  painful  fymptoms,  I  found  fmali  dofes 
of  ipecacuanha  more  effectual ;  and  when  the 
(late  of  the  difeafe  was  different  from  this,  I 
found  adringents  alone  the  bed  remedies,  be¬ 
ginning  with  mild  ones,  and  ending  with  tine- 
tura  corticis  Peruvian*!.  I  have,  however,  expe¬ 
rienced  great  benefit  from  (larch  glyfters,  with 
laudanum,  their  effects  being  often  furprifmg, 
particularly  when  the  reCtum  was  principally  af¬ 
fected,  and  the  tenefmus  violent :  Their  only 
ufe  was,  however,  as  far  as  1  have  been  able  to 
difeern,  iti  recent  cafes,  idly.  With  refpedt  to 
purgatives,  I  have  thought  rhubarb  and  calomel 
the  bed  ;  for  although  cathartic  falts  fometimes 
procure  a  more  free,  fpeedy  and  plentiful  eva¬ 
cuation,  yet  I  have  had  fufpicions,  that  by  their 

fedative  and  refrigerant  properties,  they  weaken 
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the  tone  of  the  prirnse  vise,  and  tend  to  prolong 
the  difeafe,  at  leaft  when  it  is  neceffary  to  re¬ 
peat  them  often.  3^/y,  Although  the  vitrum 
ceratum  antimonii  is  frequently  of  great  fervice 
in  recent  cafes,  yet  the  moft  remarkable  effe&s 
that  I  have  experienced  from  it,  were  in  thofe 
of  fome  ftanding,  where  I  have  often  feen  it 
fucceed  after  many  other  things  had  failed.  It 
is  true,  that  in  perfons  with  red  hair,  and  thin 
fkins,  it  fometimes  operates  rather  roughly,  but 
neverthelefs  fafely,  as  far  as  I  have  feen,  pro¬ 
vided  the  dofe  is  managed  with  caution.  1  am 
much  inclined  to  think,  that  it  is  liable  to  con- 
fiderable  uncertainty  in  ftrength,  from  circum- 
ftances  not  only  in  its  preparation,  but  likewife 
in  the  preparation  of  the  glafs.  To  this,  I  ima¬ 
gine,  muft,  in  a  great  meafure,  be  owing  the 
different  opinions  that  have  been  entertained  of 
it  at  different  times,  and  by  different  perfons; 
fome  fpeaking  of  it  as  eafy  and  fafe  in  its  ope¬ 
ration,  whilfl  others  look  upon  it  as  a  rough 
and  dangerous  medicine.  From  what  I  have 
feen  of  it,  I  think  it  deferves  a  ftri&er  enquiry 
into  its  preparation  and  effects.  4 thly9  I  have 
found  fmall  dofes  of  ipecacuanha  of  great  ufe  in 
the  beginning  of  the  dyfentery;  but  towards! 

thes 
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the  end  of  the  difeafe,  and  in  chronic  cafes,  it 
certainly  is  not  equally  efficacious :  I  have  often 
known  it  gripe  ;  and  when  the  ffools  were  re¬ 
duced  to  the  number  of  three  or  four  in  twen¬ 
ty-four  hours,  I  have  had  reafon  to  believe  that 
it  retarded  a  perfect  cure.  5/^/y,  With  regard 
to  aftringents,  I  have  never  had  fuch  a  fufficien- 

cy,  either  in  variety  or  quantity,  as  to  enable 

»  *  ,  1 

me  to  make  any  experiments  worth  mentioning 
here.  I  can  therefore  only  obferve,  relative  to 
the  tindure  of  the  bark,  that  however  free  the 
patient  might  be  from  gripes  or  tenefmus,  the 
inteftihes  would  feldom  bear  it,  till  the  ftools 
were  reduced  to  two  or  three  in  twenty-four 
hours.'  As  perfons  in  this  difeafe  are  very  fub- 
jed  to  relapfes,  on  changing  their  diet,  it  is  of¬ 
ten  neceffary  to  continue  the  tindura  corticis 
for  fome  days  after  the  belly  is  become  quite 
regular,  in  order  to  rellore  the  tone  of  the  in- 
teflines.  6thly ,  The  irregularities  of  patients  in 

1 

this  difeafe,  in  which  diet  has  the  utmofl  influ¬ 
ence,  render  obfervations  very  difficult,  and  con- 
clufions  very  doubtful. 

In  the  following  tables,  I  have  arranged  the  dif¬ 
ferent  means  of  cure  employed,  under  four  fepa- 
rate  methods.  In  the  firfl  table  are  found  what  l 
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have  called  the  regular  cafes ,  viz.  thofe  in  which 
only  one  method  was  ufed  throughout  the 
courfe  of  the  difeafe.  The  mark  of  each  me¬ 
thod  is  placed  at  the  head  of  the  column,  and 
refers  vertically.  The  figure  of  the  number  of 
days  that  the  method  was  continued,  refers  ho¬ 
rizontally.  In  the  fecond  table,  I  have  placed 
what  may  be  called  the  comparative  cafes ,  viz. 
where,  in  the  courfe  of  the  difeafe,  it  was  found 
neceffary  to  change  the  method.  In  this  way, 
any  means  of  cure  that  a  pra&itioner  may  be 
defirous  of  trying,  may  be  comprehended  in  a 
method,  and  a  feparate  column  afligned  to  it, 
by  which  its  fuccefs  will  foon  be  feen.  By  com¬ 
paring  the  firft  and  fecond  tables  together,  the 
fuccefs  and  failure  of  each  method  will  be  de¬ 
termined.  In  thefe  tables,  they  were  never  no¬ 
ted  as  cured,  until  they  were  reduced  to  one 
ilool  in  twenty-four  hours,  unlefs  when  the  per- 
fon  was  accuftomed  to  have  more  whilft  in 
health,  which  was  very  rare. 
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Regijler  of  twenty  Cafes  of  Dyfentery . 


Table  I.  Regular  Cafes. 


November. 

December 

January. 


Total  cured 

Average  of 
the  number 
of  days  re¬ 
quired  for 
a  cure 


II. 


4 


No.  of 

days 

cure. 

5 

10 
15 
20 
25 
3° 


III. 


18 


IV. 


Table  II.  Irregular  Cafes. 


Unfuccefsful 

Method. 


Method. 

I. 

II. 

II. 

IV. 
IV. 
IV. 


Days 

ufed 

15 
22 
20 

16 

19 

13 


Names. 


Wood. 

C.  Brown. 

Earp. 

Frifby. 

Bobbit. 

Palmer. 


Succefsful 

Method. 


Method. 

III. 

III. 

IV. 
II. 

II. 

II. 


Days 

ufed. 

6 

6 

5 

18 

12 

24 


Reviarks. 

Mott  of  the  patients  in  the  fecond  table  were  much  af¬ 
flicted  with  the  dileale,  and  lubjedt  to  frequent  relapfes. 

o 

1 


3 

2 

2 
o 

1 

3 


I  ft  Method,  j  f"retl’  . 

9  c  Not  cured, 

2d  Method,  $  ful'ecl>  , 

*  £  Not  cured, 

3d  Method,  j  SUred’  , 

9  C  Not  cured, 

4th  Method,  j  fured’  , 

*  l  Not  cured, 

In  the  firfl  table,  the  different  methods  placed  at  the 
head  of  the  columns,  refer  perpendicularly ;  the^number 
of  days  refers  horizontally  to  both  Tides. 

In  the  fecond  table,  the  method  which  had  failed  is  ex- 
preffed  in  the  firft  column,  and  the  number  of  days  that  it 
had  been  ufed  in  the  fecond  ;  the  patient’s  name  is  in  the 
third  column  ;  the  method  that  effected  the  cure  in  tfje 
fourth  ;  and  the  number  of  days  it  was  ufed  in  the  fifth. 

T  3  Method 
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Method  I.  Emetics  and  cathartic  fairs,  occafionally  re- 
peated  ;  ipecacuanha  in  fmall  dofes ;  altringents. 

Method  II.  Emetic,  fhmetimes  repeated  ;  cathartic  of 
rhubarb  and  calomel,  repeated  every  third  or  fourth  day  ; 

ipecacuanha  ;  aftringents. 

Method  III.  Emetic;  dofes  of  vitrum  ceraturn  anti- 
monii,  every  third  or  fourth  day  ;  ipecacuanha;  altringents, 
Method  IV.  Emetic;  doles  of  vitrum  ceratum  anti- 

monii,  every  third  or  fourth  day. 

N.  B.  Anodyne  injections  were  occafionally  ufed  in  all 

the  four  methods. 

I  cannot  clofe  thefe  remarks,  without  adding 
a  few  words  on  the  method  of  arranging  dif- 

'  .  i  ' 

eafes,  which  has,  of  late,  defervedly  engaged  the 
attention  of  the  public.  I  have  often  thought, 
that  if  the  daffies  and  orders  were  entirely  ex¬ 
punged  from  a  nofologia  methodica,  and  no- 
thing  but  the  genera  and  fpecies  retained,  the 
book,  though  lefs  fyftematical,  would  be  equal¬ 
ly  ufeful,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  contain  fewer 
inconfiftencies.  Although  the  genera  and  the 
fpecies  mull  be  of  the  higheft  utility,  for  giving 
accurate  diflindions  of  difeafes,  and  affixing  pre- 
cife  ideas  to  each  term,  yet  I  could  never  per¬ 
ceive,  that  the  daffies  and  orders  ferved  any 
other  purpofe  than  to  perplex  the  author,  to 
caufe  him  to  be  guilty  of  abfurdities,  and  to 
produce  affemblages  that  never  exifted  in  na¬ 
ture. 
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ture.  Without  entering  into  the  different  me¬ 
thods  that  have  been  taken  to  clafs  difeafes,  or 
into  all  the  difficulties  that  have  occurred,  in 
conftraining  nature  to  put  on  a  fyflematical  re¬ 
gularity,  for  which  ffie  has  given  no  foundation, 
and  of  which  ffie  is  perhaps  not  capable,  1  will 
only  obferve,  in  general,  that  although  this  fy- 
Item  fucceeds  pretty  well  in  fevers,  and  fome 
other  difeafes,  yet  there  are  many  that  feem  to 
elude  every  effort  of  the  kind.  The  rickets, 
the  jaundice,  the  fcrophula,  and  fome  others, 
feem  to  be  individuals,  totally  unconne&ed  with 
every  thing  around  them,  and  only  reducible 
to  the  definition  of  a  clafs  or  order,  by  catching 
at  fome  trivial  circumflance  in  their  phenomena. 
It  muff  undoubtedly  be  allowed,  that  method,  in 
all  fciences,  conduces  greatly  to  affift  the  ope¬ 
rations  of  the  mind  ;  for  which  reafon,  it  may 
be  very  neceffary  to  fall  upon  fome  form  of 
bringing  certain  difeafes  into  one  point  of  view. 
If,  as  has  been  alleged,  there  is  not  in  all  cafes 
a  foundation  in  nature  for  affemblages,  and  that 
therefore  we  are  obliged  to  form  them  in  an  ar¬ 
bitrary  manner,  we  would  certainly  wiffi  to  be 
dire&ed  by  utility,  in  the  choice  of  a  method. 
The  principles  upon  which  fuch  affemblages 
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were  to  be  made,  might  be,  ijl.  Similarity  in 
the  nature  and  caufe  of  certain  difeafes.  idly. 
Similarity  in  their  method  of  cure.  ?>dly,  Simi¬ 
larity  in  their  phenomena.  With  refped  to  the 
firff,  as  long  as  our  theories  remain  in  the  fame 
uncertain  and  fluctuating  ftate  in  which  they 
have  been  hitherto,  it  will  be  in  vain  to  expeCt 
a  fteadinefs  and  permanency  from  the  fuper- 
ftruCture,  of  which  the  foundation  is  deftitute. 
The  fame  objection  lies  agaitifl:  the  fecond. 
Whilft  the  phenomena  of  difeafes  remain  the 
fame,  fo  long  will  there  be,  in  fome  cafes,  a 
foundation  in  nature  for  the  third  method. 
Difeafes  that  are  moft  liable  to  be  confounded, 
being  brought  together,  will  more  readily  ad¬ 
mit  of  a  cornparifon  ;  and,  I  believe,  moft  prac¬ 
titioners  will  admit,  that,  to  diftinguifh  and  de¬ 
termine  the  difeafe,  is  often  the  moft  intricate 
part  of  their  office.  It  will  perhaps  be  alleged, 
that  the  aflociating  of  difeafes,  by  a  fimilarity  in 
their  phenomena,  is  neither  more  nor  lefs,  than 
the  method  that  is  followed  in  every  nofologia 
methodica.  To  this  it  may  be  anfwered,  that 
in  the  clafles  and  orders,  there  are  feveral  of 
the  fubdivifions  fo  far  from  being  in  danger  of 
being  miftaken  for  each  other,  that  they  do  not 
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agree  in  any  circumflance,  except  fome  trifling 
one,  which  is  laid  hold  of  merely  becaufe  it  en¬ 
ables  them  to  come  under  the  general  defini¬ 
tion.  If,  inftead  of  this,  aflfemblages  were  form¬ 
ed  of  difeafes  which  refembled  each  other,  in 
feveral  of  their  eflential  and  mo  ft  finking  fymp- 
toms,  and  when  fuch  fimilarity  was  wanting, 
no  affemblage  was  attempted,  the  form  would 
certainly  be  more  agreeable  to  common  fenfe. 
I  imagine,  that  fuch  aflfemblages  fhould  rather 
be  treated  of  under  the  fame  chapter  or  fe£Uony 
than  comprehended  under  the  title  of  a  clafs  or 
order  ;  the  latter  implying  a  neceflary  connec¬ 
tion  in  nature,  whilft  the  former  has  no  fuch  im¬ 
port,  and  is  not  reftrided  to  the  fame  regulari¬ 
ty.  This  propofal  may  appear  very  trivial ;  but 
it  fhould  always  be  remembered,  that  inaccu¬ 
racy  in  words  tends  to  produce  inaccuracy  in 
ideas,  and  that  it  is  as  eafy  to  make  ufe  of  a 
proper  term  as  of  an  improper  one. 

I  fhall  now  finifh  thefe  remarks  with  this  a- 
pology,  that  if  they  are  found  to  contain  many 
defeds,  and  if  things  are  faid  in  them  that  may 
have  been  faid  before,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
fome  allowance  will  be  made  for  an  author, 
who,  for  thefe  laft  thirteen  years,  and  ever  fince 

he 
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he  left  the  fchools  of  medicine,  has  been  ahnofl 
entirely  cut  off  from  all  communication  with 
she  literary  world. 

III. 

A  curious  Cafe  of  a  very  remarkable  and  furprifing 
Recovery  in  a  Private  Soldier  of  the  fecond  Bat¬ 
talion,  7 3<i  Regiment ,  ferving  in  Gibraltar , 
1781, — attended  with  a  Fradure  of  the  Cra¬ 
nium,  requiring  the  Trephine, — a  compound 
Fradure  of  the  lower  Extremity,  requiring  am¬ 
putation,- — and  feveral  other  wounds.  By  Mr 
Andrew  Cairncrofs,  Surgeon  to  the  fecond  Bat¬ 
talion,  73J  Regiment . 

DOnald  Ross,  aged  thirty-nine  years,  was 
handing  fentry  in  the  King’s  lines,  in  the 
night  of  thp  17th  September  1781,  during  a 
very  heavy  canonade  and  bombardment,  both 
from  the  Spanifh  lines,  and  alfo  from  their  gun 
and  mortar-boats  in  the  bay,  when  he  was 
knocked  down  by  the  wind  of  a  thirteen  inch 
Ihell,  which  fell  clofe  by  him  :  The  (hock  and 
fear  had  fuch  an  effect  upon  him,  that  he  was 
rendered  entirely  incapable  of  making  any  ef¬ 
forts  to  fave  himfelf  by  running  away  :  The 
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fuze  burnt  only  a  few  feconds,  when  the  {hell 
exploded.  He  was  foon  after  taken  up  fenfelefs 
by  fome  of  the  guards,  in  a  miferable  mangled 
condition,  by  the  fplinters  of  the  {hell,  and  pie¬ 
ces  of  {tone  thrown  about ;  and  he  was  convey¬ 
ed  in  a  litter  to  the  hofpital  of  the  73d.  When 
brought  ther^  his  appearance  was  fo  {hocking, 
that  1  really  was  almofl  at  a  lofs  what  part  of 
his  body  to  pay  attention  to  firft  ;  not  appre¬ 
hending  that  I  could  by  any  means  whatever 
fave  the  poor  man’s  life :  There  was  an  wound 
on  his  forehead,  juft  above  the  orbitar  procefs 
of  the  right  eye,  extending  in  a  line  upwards, 
and,  with  the  point  of  my  probe,  I  could  plainly 
perceive  the  bone  bare  and  fractured.  There 
was  a  compound  fraclure  of  the  left  arm,  a  little 
above  the  infertion  of  the  deltoid  mufcle  ;  the 
bone  was  broken  very  obliquely ;  and  lower 
down,  about  three  or  four  fingers  breadth  above 
the  elbow,  there  was  a  hmple  one.  At  times 
he  was  feized  with  fevere  fpafms,  and  during 
that  period,  t;he  arms,  in  confequence  of  the  ac¬ 
tion  of  the  mufcles,  almoft  made  an  acute  angle 
between  the  joint  of  the  fhoulder  and  elbow. 
There  was  alfo  a  compound  fradture  about  the 
puddle  of  the  lower  extremity  of  the  fame  fide, 

both 
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both  bones  broken  very  much,  with  feveral 
loofe  fplinters,  and  which  fuffered  equally  with 
his  arm,  during  his  former  agitated  date.  A 
great  part  of  the  {kin  and  mufcles  were  lacera¬ 
ted  from  three  of  his  fingers  of  the  right  hand, 
and  the  bone  of  the  middle  one  was  fhattered  to 
pieces.  His  body  was  contufed  all  over ;  the 
fcrotum  and  penis  particularly  fo.  The  Britifh 
regimental  furgeons  affifted  me  ;  and  indeed  we 
were  all  of  opinion,  that  the  unfortunate  man 
could  not  live,  at  all  events,  undergo  fo  many 
operations  as  it  appeared  neceffary  to  perform 
upon  him.  Unwilling,  however,  that  any  thing 
fhould  be  left  undone,  as  the  wound  on  the 
forehead  teemed  more  immediately  to  affect  his 
life,  I  refolved  upon  removing  the  integuments 
from  that  part  of  the  os  frontis,  to  examine  the 
date  of  the  injury  there.  On  laying  the  bone 
bare,  I  found  a  fradture  running  about  an  inch 
and  a  half  upwards  in  the  direction  of  the  wound ; 
and  there  was  a  particular  dint  in  the  lower  part 
of  the  bone,  which  teemed  to  be  the  point  {truck. 
No  time  was  loft ;  the  trephine  was  immedi¬ 
ately  applied  on  the  part ;  it  cut  well  ;  the 
fawing  was  complete,  without  injuring  the  dura 
mater,  and  was  removed  eafily  by  the  elevator. 

On 
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On  examining  the  bone  removed,  the  fra&ure 
did  not  extend  through  both  tables,  only  the 
outer  one  ;  but  a  thin  lamina  from  the  inner  ta¬ 
ble  was  found  wanting.  On  wiping  away  a  little 
extravafated  blood  from  the  furface  of  the  dura 
mater,  the  bit  of  bone  was  found  drove  through 
the  membranes  into  the  brain,  and  (licking  fail : 
It  was  immediately  removed ;  on  which  a  pretty 
confiderable  haemorrhage  enfued,  and  was  per¬ 
mitted  to  flow  freely,  fo  as  to  take  away  about 
ten  or  twelve  ounces  ;  it  was  afterwards  eafily 
flopt  by  the  application  of  dry  lint.  At  that 
time,  he  had  a  fevere  fpafm,  which  did  not  lafl 
long,  and  began  to  know  me  and  the  people 
about  him.  The  other  gentlemen  aftifting,  con¬ 
curred  in  opinion  with  me,  in  deferring  any 
other  operation  for  the  prefent,  as  the  mod  ma¬ 
terial  injury  had  been  attended  to  :  His  wounds 
were  dreffed  lightly,  and  a  (tool  was  procured 
by  a  glyfler.  On  calling  next  morning,  18th 
September,  to  enquire  if  he  was  in  life,  to  my 
furprife  I  found  that  he  had  flept  well  from  the 
time  I  left  him  in  the  night,  was  perfectly  fen- 
fible,  and  not  differing  any  great  degree  of 
pain  ;  his  pulfe  was  exceeding  good,  and  not 
more  than  feventy.  The  pofition  of  his  leg 
»  and 
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and  arm  being  altered  in  the  night,  and  not 
pleating  me,  was  put  to  rights.  The  faline 
draughts  were  prefcribed  for  him  through  the 
day,  with  thirty  drops  of  the  thebaic  tin&ure  in 
the  evening,  and  a  glyfter  was  defired  to  be  re* 
peated,  if  neceffary.  19th,  Every  thing  went 
on  well :  He  had  been  at  ftool  early  in  the  even¬ 
ing,  which  was  a  work  of  much  difficulty,  on 
account  of  fo  many  wounds ;  had  refled  well 
during  the  night ;  was  clear  in  his  fenfes  ;  and 
pulfe  as  before.  20th,  A  fmall  alteration  for 
the  worfe ;  pulfe  rather  quicker,  and  fkin  hot- 
tifh  ;  has  had  a  pretty  good  night’s  reft,  and  a 
loofe  ftool.  Ten  grains  of  nitre  were  now  added 
to  each  dofe  of  his  faline  medicine,  with  the 
opiate  as  before.  21ft,  Upon  the  whole  much 
as  yefterday  *,  complains  of  a  flight  headach  ; 
the  tenfion  upon  his  leg  and  arm  exceedingly  tri¬ 
fling  ;  belly  continues  regularly  open.  2 2d,  No 
quicknefs  to  be  perceived  in  his  pulfe ;  head¬ 
ach,  and  heat  of  fkin,  gone  off ;  belly  as  before; 
his  hand  fmells  pretty  ftrong  of  fuppuration  ; 
and  there  is  an  oozing  upon  the  eighteen-tailed 
bandage  upon  his  leg.  23d,  Much  as  yefter¬ 
day  ;  removed  as  much  of  the  dreffings  from 
his  different  wounds  as  would  come  away  eafily ; 
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the  lint  adhering  firmly  to  the  dura  mater,  was 
not  attempted  to  be  removed  ;  the  dreffings 
from  his  fingers  and  hand  came  moftly  off  with 
eafe  :  The  lacerated  teguments  looked  well,  but 
there  was  no  profped  of  faving  the  middle  fin¬ 
ger,  as  the  bone  of  the  third  phalanx  was  Mat¬ 
tered  to  pieces,  up  to  its  articulation  with  the 
metacarpus:  The  wound  in  the  arm  was  almoft 
clofed,  requiring  only  a  bit  of  lint  with  a  final! 
pledget  of  cerate  above  it;  and  the  tailed  ban¬ 
dage  was  frequently  moiftened  with  fpirits  and 
vinegar,  to  difperfe  the  ecchymofis  which  was 
confiderable.  The  wound  of  the  leg  had  but  an 
indifferent  afpeft ;  the  difcharge  was  bloody  and 
ichorous,  but  without  inflammation  or  tenfion 
upon  the  limb ;  and  there  was  an  utter  impoffi- 
bility  of  replacing  the  bones  in  an  exa<ff  pofi- 
tion,  from  fome  unforefeen  obftacle :  As  there 
was  no  chance  of  cure  here,  but  by  amputation, 
or  tedious  fuppuration,  it  was  dreffed  in  the  raoft 
fuperficiai  eafy  manner.  He  continued  free  from 
fever  and  pain,  and  every  thing  went  on  much 
as  before.  On  the  26th,  the  ninth  day  from 
the  accident,  the  lint  came  eafily  away  from  the 
dura  mater,  which  looked  well,  and  had  begun 
to  Hough  off.  The  wounds  on  his  hand  had 
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alfo  as  good  an  appearance  as  could  be  expe£L 
ed.  As  the  difcharge  from  the  wound  in  the 
arm  was  fo  fmall  on  the  la  ft  d  reding,  the  ban¬ 
dage  was  not  now  undone.  From  the  above 
period,  till  the  fourteenth  day  after  the  accident* 
the  appearance  of  his  different  wounds  continu¬ 
ed  much  the  fame,  and  the  granulations  from 
the  furface  of  the  brain  had  a  healthy  afpect  ; 
but  he  then  complained  of  an  exceedingly  acute 
pain  in  the  middle  of  the  fra&ured  part  of  the 
limb,  which  made  him  ftart  frequently :  On  exa¬ 
mining  it,  a  tenfion  was  found  coming  on  faff ; 
the  difcharge  was  ftill  ichorous,  and  bloody ;  his 
pulfe  was  getting  up :  In  fhort,  I  expe&ed  no¬ 
thing  but  gangrene  and  its  confequences  to  fol¬ 
low  ;  and  this  now  appeared  to  be  the  critical 
time  to  remove  the  limb  entirely,  as  the  only 
probable  chance  of  faving  the  patient’s  life.  On 
confulting  with  my  brother  furgeons,  they  all 
agreed  with  me  in  opinion,  that  it  was  fo;  and 
as  no  time  was  to  be  loft,  it  was  determined  to 
be  done  immediately.  As  foon  as  the  neceffary 
apparatus  was  got  ready,  that  I  might  not  di- 
fturb  my  patient  by  placing  him  on  a  table,  I 
took  off  tl}e  limb  in  the  ufual  place  below  the 
knee,  whilft  he  lay  in  bed  in  the  hofpital  cradle* 

He 


I 


COMMENTARIES.  303 

9 

He  bore  the  operation  exceedingly  well,  all  cir~ 
eumffances  confideted,  and  foon  after  fell  fait 
afleep.  On  differing  the  amputated  extremity, 
the  tibia  was  found  fra&ured  quite  through  in  a 
very  oblique  dire&ion,  the  fibula  into  many  pie¬ 
ces,  and  a  pretty  large  fplinter  adhering  to  the  pe¬ 
riod  eurn,  was  wedged  quite  acrofs  the  interoffeal 
mufcles,  which  in  all  probability  was  the  obftacle 
to  the  reduction  of  the  limb.  He  was  exceedingly 
free  from  pain  during  the  remaining  part  of  that 
day, and  had  a  good  night  of  it,  with  tolerable  reft : 
Next  morning,  1  found  him  in  good  fpirits,  with¬ 
out  any  quicknefs  of  pulfe;  the  appearance  of 
his  head  and  hand  as  before.  The  opiate  was 
repeated  in  the  evening,  and  every  thing  conti¬ 
nued  to  go  on  as  well  as  could  be  wifhedo  On 
the  fifth  day  from  the  amputation,  the  fuppura- 
tion  being  eftablifhed,  the  dreffmgs  were  remo¬ 
ved,  the  ftump  looked  well,  granulations  were 
{hooting  faft  out  upon  the  ends  of  both  bones, 
and  there  was  next  to  no  tenfion  upon  the  {kin, 
of  which  a  confiderable  portion  had  been  faved. 
The  poor  man  was  now  exceedingly  happy;  faid, 
he  was  fure  he  would  recover,  but  wifhed  his 
finger  to  be  taken  off  alfo,  as  he  could  not  bear 
to  look  at  it<  Every  day  afterwards  added  to 
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his  recovery,  all  his  fores  looking  well,  and  the 
fpace  in  the  cranium  filling  up  fad.  On  the 
tenth  day  after  the  amputation,  finding  every 
thing  fo  favourable,  and  that  nothing  but  the  re¬ 
moval  of  the  middle  finger  prevented  his  reco¬ 
very,  which  gave  a  good  deal  of  pain  all  up  the 
arm,  and  was  veryoffenfive  to  thefmell,  I  yielded 
to  his  folicitation,  and  removed  it  at  the  articu¬ 
lation  of  the  metacarpus.  The  inflammation 
fubfequent  was  inconfiderable,  and  in  three 
weeks  it  was  perfectly  cured.  The  other  fores 
all  kept  pace  in  their  cure,  without  any  further 
material  occurrence ;  and  in  ten  weeks  from 
the  firft  date  of  the  accident,  he  was  perfe&ly 
well,  but  weakly. 

p.  I  |  H.  j|;  «.  ...  1 

IV. 

Obfervations  on  Canine  Madnefs ,  by  Dr  Houlfton 
of  Liverpool ,  communicated  to  Dr  Duncan. 

WHEN  men  of  undoubted  profeflional 
knowledge,  candour,  and  humanity. 
Hand  forth  to  deftroy  the  public  confidence,  in 
a  matter  of  fuch  moment  as  a  preventative  for 
madnefs,  this  can  only  be  fuppofed  to  arife  from 
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a  thorough  convi&ion  of  the  inefficacy  of  the 
means  propofed,  and  an  ardent  zeal  for  the 
caufe  of  truth.  Well  aware  that  they  are  here¬ 
by  depriving  numbers  of  that  great  cordial 
Hope,  and  reducing  them  to  a  ftate  of  horror 
and  apprehenfions,  little  fhort  of  that  which 
they  wifh  to  guard  againft,  nothing  but  a  defire 
of  obviating  the  fatal  confequences  of  an  ill 
grounded  confidence,  and  of  exciting  the  en¬ 
deavours  of  men  of  fcience,  to  difcover  more 
certain  remedies  than  are  yet  known,  could  in¬ 
duce  them  to  take  fuch  a  ftep. 

Dr  Fothergill,  in  the  cafe  of  Mr  Bellamy, 
and  Dr  Vaughan  of  Leicefter,  in  thVee  cafes 
which  he  has  publifhed,  have  fully  proved,  that 
all  the  methods  recommended  for  that  end,  are 
inefficient  for  the  cure  of  the  hydrophobia, 
when  once  commenced.  The  patients  all  died 
in  the  courfe  of  one  or  two  days  from  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  this  fymptom,  notwithstanding  the 
mod  attentive  and  judicious  treatment.  From 
thefe  cafes,  they  conclude,  that  no  dependence 
is,  in  reality,  to  be  placed  on  the  Ormfkirk  me¬ 
dicine,  before  fo  much  confided  in  ;  and  they 
have  each  declared  their  opinion,  how  doubt¬ 
ful  and  uncertain,  not  to  fay  ufelefs,  are  all  the 
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other  methods  hitherto  propofed,  to  prevent 
the  ill  confequences  fometimes  refulting  from 
the  bite  of  mad  animals.  The  attempt,  then, 
to  recommend  and  enforce  a  plan  of  treatment, 
agreeable  to  reafon,  and  fupported  by  experi¬ 
ment,  muff  meet  with  approbation,  and  may  be 
productive  of  eftential  fervice  to  fociety.  May 
it  not  very  eafily  happen,  that  a  remedy,  the 
gradual  exhibition  of  which  may  prevent  the 
attack,  would  prove  wholly  inefficient  for  the 
cure  of  the  hydrophobia  ?  Or  is  the  inference 
juft,  that  becaufe  the  adion  of  mercurials,  ap¬ 
plied  for  three  or  four  days  at  moft,  will  not 
/  . 

cure  the  difeafe  in  its  laft  hafty  ftage,  the  fame 
remedy  would  have  been  of  no  avail  in  the  in¬ 
terval  between  the  bite  and  the  attack,  which 
was  (in  thefe  cafes)  of  one,  three,  and  nine 
months  ?  During  that  period,  a  gradual  and 
fufficient  adion  of  the  mercury  might  have  been 
excited ;  whereas,  when  the  hydrophobia  has 
appeared,  there  is  fcarcely  ever  time  for  any 
fuch  effed.  There  is  fome  reafon  to  conclude, 
too,  that  under  certain  difeafes,  the  fyftem  is 
lefs  capable  of  being  aded  upon  by  mercury, 
which,  though  applied  in  large  quantities,  feems 
then  not  to  produce  its  ufual  effeds.  I  mean 
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not  to  dwell  upon  the  reafonablenefs  of  a  prac- 

.  i  I 

tice,  in  which  the  adtion  of  the  remedy  is  prin¬ 
cipally  determined  to  the  part  where  the  virus 
chiefly  exerts  its  baneful  powers,  viz.  the  fali- 
vary  glands  ;  nor  yet  upon  the  authority  of  the 
late  Dr  James,  and  the  celebrated  Sauvages,  who 
have  largely  infilled  on  the  beneficial  effedls  of 
mercury,  to  prevent  the  dangerous  confequen- 
ces  of  the  bite  of  mad  animals.  Not  to  fwell 
this  paper  to  an  improper  bulk,  I  purpofe  only 
to  give  a  brief  account  of  a  pamphlet,  publifhed 
at  Paris  by  order  of  government,  entitled,  “  Me- 
“  thode  eprouvee  pour  leTraitement  delaRage,” 
wherein  we  are  informed  of  the  fuccefs  of  a 
mode  of  treatment,  of  which  mercurial  in  unc¬ 
tions  is  the  bafis  and  mod  eflential  part,  laid 
down  by  Monf.  de  Laflbne,  firft  Phyfician  to  the 
King  of  France,  and  tried  on  eleven  out  of  fif¬ 
teen  perfons  dreadfully  bit  and  torn  by  a  mad 
wolf,  on  the  8th  and  9th  of  December  1775, 
within  twenty-four  hours  of  each  other.  Three 
of  thefe  unhappy  people,  truiling  to  powdered 
oyfler-fhells,  and  fimilar  remedies  of  no  ufe, 
were  not  fubje&ed  to  this  treatment,  and  died 
in  a  few  days,  raving  mad  ;  as  did  alfo  a  young 
W'oman,  who  did  not  apply  for  relief  till  two 
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days  before  ihe  died,  and  after  the  fymptoms  of 
hydrophobia  had  commenced.  The  remaining 
eleven  were,  by  the  States  of  Macon,  near  which 
place  the  accident  happened,  put  under  the  care 
of  a  Phyfician  of  Cluny,  Monf.  Blaife  }  and  the 

account  he  gives  of  the  fuccefs  attending  the 

• 

method  of  treatment  purfued,  of  which  a  fum- 
mary  is  fubjoined,  is  as  follows  :  One  man,  who, 
for  ten  days,  exaftly  followed  the  plan  laid  down, 
whofe  wounds,  though  very  large,  fuppurated 
well,  and  were  in  a  good  hate,  and  in  whom 
the  mercury  feemed  to  begin  to  aft,  became  me* 
lancholy,  was  feized  with  a  horror  and  dread  of 
liquids,  and  died  within  forty-eight  hours  after* 
wards,  though  placidly  in  his  fenfes,  and  with¬ 
out  being  convulfed.  A  fecond,  whofe  mouth 
and  gums  had  been  flightly  affefted  by  the  mer¬ 
cury,  which  he  ufed  near  a  month,  grew  deliri¬ 
ous  and  furious,  and  after. experiencing  the  fymp¬ 
toms  of  hydrophobia  for  two  days,  died  coma- 
tous.  This  man,  however,  it  was  found,  had 
privately  drank  very  large  quantities  of  wine, 
for  three  days  together,  preceding  his  delirium  ; 

t 

and,  it  is  fuppofed,  this  contributed  greatly  to 
his  death.  A  third,  a  boy,  who  continued  the 
ufe  of  the  mercurial  friftions  and  antifpafmodic 

medicines 
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medicines  for  eighteen  days,  and  was  doing 
well,  being  removed  home  by  his  friends,  died 
there  three  weeks  after,  as  is  believed,  only 
from  the  wound  in  his  head  not  being  taken 
due  care  of,  and  not  from  madnefs,  as  he  drank 
freely  an  hour  before  he  died.  The  remaining 
eight  recovered,  although  one  of  them,  during 
the  courfe,  became  fad  and  melancholy,  and 
another,  a  woman,  delivered  of  a  child  during 
the  time,  manifefted  an  averfionto  liauids.  Sali* 
vation  took  place  in  mod  of  them,  upon  which, 
gradually  excited,  (though  they  endeavour  to 
guard  againft  it  by  repeated  purging),  depends, 
mod  probably,  in  fuch  cafes,  the  only  rational 
hope  of  fecurity  from  canine  madnefs.  Dr 
Blaife  adds,  That  “  the  treatment  was  conti- 
u  nued,  in  all,  above  a  month  in  the  eight  who 
<c  got  well  *,  fix  of  ■whom  had  been  grievoufly 

U  4  “  bit 

*  In  the  Hiftory  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Medicine  at 
Paris,  Vol.  II.  we  are  informed  by  Monf.  Blaife,  that  of 
thefe  eight,  one  died  with  Hydrophobia  fix  weeks  after  he 
was  difcharged  apparently  well ;  but  it  appears,  that  four 
days  before  this  attacked  him,  he  had  palled  his  arm  down 
the  throat  of  an  ox,  believed  to  be  mad,  though  the  man 
is  not  faid  to  have  been  bit  by  it.  Monf.  Blaile  alfo  men¬ 
tions  his  having  fince  fuccefsfully  treated  two  other  chil¬ 
dren  in  this  method  ;  whereas  a  third,  bit  by  the  fame 
dog,  and  not  fo  treated,  died  mad. 
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^  bit  in  parts  not  covered  with  the  clothes  5 
44  and  that  mod  of  them  experienced,  nearly  at 
44  the  fame  time,  fymptoms  of  nervous  affec- 
tions,  which  might  be  attributed  to  the  virus 
44  too  much  attenuated  and  weakened  by  the  re- 
44  medies,  to  produce  a  manifed  acceflion  of  hy- 
44  drophobia.”  He  concludes  with  thefe  judicious 
remarks  :  44  It  is  mod  certain,  that  the  remedies 
44  we  have  employed  have  been  very  fuccefsful ; 
44  but  they  would  have  been  much  more  fo,  had 

44  they  been  ufed  early ;  and  particularly,  if  ah 

* 

^4  mod  immediately  after  the  bite,  thofe  exter- 
44  nal  means  had  been  made  ufe  of,  which  ap- 
44  pear  to  me  indifpenfibly  necedary,  viz.  deep 
44  fcarifications,  cutting  away  the  lacerated  parts, 
44  and  thofe  adjoining  to  the  wounds,  the  cau- 
44  tery,  applying  cupping-glades,  and  edablifh- 
44  ing  copious  fuppuration,  for  a  long  time,  in 
44  the  part  bit ;  becaufe  it  fometimes  happens, 
44  that  the  faliva  is  lodged  in  the  cellular  mem- 
44  brane,  where  it  remains,  as  it  were,  fixed  and 
44  inert,  till,  brought  into  action  by  fome  caufe, 
44  it  enters  into  the  circulation,  affefts  the  nerves, 
44  and  produces  the  train  of  fymptoms  of  this 
44  mod  terrible  of  difeafes.”  It  now  remains 
only  to  give  the  mode  of  treatment  propofed, 

which 
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which  I  wifh  to  do  as  concifely  as  I  can  con¬ 
fidently.  After  opening  the  body  by  laxative 
glyflers,  bleed  once  or  twice,  efpecially  if  there 
be  any  fymptom  of  madnefs,  or  any  wildnefs  in 
the  looks ;  life,  morning  and  evening,  for  an 
hour,  a  warm  foot-bath,  or,  if  it  can  be  had,  a 
warm  bath ;  wafh  the  wound  repeatedly  and 
long  in  warm  water,  in  which  common  fait,  or 
rather  fal  ammoniac,  is  plentifully  dillolved ; 
making,  at  the  fame  time,  deep  fcarifications, 
cutting  away  lacerated  parts,  or,  which  is  pre¬ 
ferable,  (when  it  is  an  animal  which  is  bit),  ap¬ 
plying  the  a&ual  cautery :  This  done,  rub  a 
dram  of  mercurial  ointment  lightly  round  about 
the  wound,  which  may  be  dreffed  twice  a-day, 
wdth  bafilicon  or  digeftive,  walking  it  each  time 
with  the  fait  and  water.  The  mercurial  oint¬ 
ment,  however,  is  only  to  be  applied  once  in 
twenty-four  hours,  and  in  the  above  dofe.  The 
body  muff  be  daily  kept  open  by  glyflers,  to 
which  add  one  fpoonful  of  honey,  and  two  of 
vinegar;  every  four  or  five  days,  a  gentle  pur¬ 
gative  is  given,  to  prevent  falivation.  To  ex¬ 
cite  vomiting  once  or  twice,  will  be  of  fervice, 
efpecially  at  the  fir  ft,  if  there  be  frequent  nau- 
fea  or  inclination  to  vomit.  Once,  or  if  no  in¬ 
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convenience  follows  in  its  ufe,  twice  a-day, 
morning  and  evening,  give  a  fpoonful  of  wine, 
with  twenty  or  twenty-five  drops  eau  de  luce, 
to  promote  a  gentle  fweat.  Let  the  patient  take 
every  day  four  grains  of  camphor,  two  grains 
of  mufk,  and  fix  grains  of  nitre,  made  into  a 
bolus,  with  honey.  In  cafe  of  great  reftleffnefs 
and  want  of  Deep,  give,  in  moderate  dofe,  an 
opiate ;  but  do  not  repeat  it  feveral  fucceffive 
days.  The  patient  ought  freely  to  ufe  diluting 
drinks,  mixed  with  honey  and  vinegar ;  but 
fhould  the  hydrophobia  already  have  come  on, 
thefe  and  the  foregoing  medicines  may  be  ad¬ 
min  i  fie  red  in  glyfters.  The  food  fhould  confift 
chiefly  of  vegetables  ;  but  milk  is  to  be  avoid¬ 
ed.  This  mode  of  treatment  mu  ft  be  continu¬ 
ed  till  the  wound  is  healed  firmly ;  a  month  at 
lead,  and  longer  when  the  wounds  have  been 
confiderable,  or  any  fymptoms  have  manifested 
themfelves.  Should  the  wounds  put  on  a  bad 
appearance,  give  the  bark  in  Strong  deco&ion, 
as  alfo  when  great  weaknefs  and  languor  re¬ 
main.  Ufeful  animals,  when  bit,  may  be  treat¬ 
ed  nearly  in  the  fame  manner,  only  a  triple 
quantity  of  the  mercurial  ointment  Should  be 
employed.  They  fhould  be  kept  up  from  mix¬ 
ing 
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ing  with  others ;  and,  on  the  appearance  of  any 
fymptoms  of  madnefs,  they  fhould  be  immedi¬ 
ately  deftroyed ;  as  ought  alfo  dogs,  and  ani¬ 
mals  of  lefs  ufe,  without  hefitation.  Thus  far 

/  i 

Dr  De  Lafione.  Several  ftrong  proofs  of  the 
fuccefs  attending  the  ufe  of  mercurial  fri&ion, 
are  inferted  in  the  fecond  volume  of  the  Me¬ 
moirs  of  the  Paris  Royal  Society  of  Medicine, 
of  which  the  inftances  given  by  Mr  Odoardi 
deferve  particularly  to  be  noticed.  Of  nine 
perfons  bit  by  a  mad  wolf,  one  (treated  by  an¬ 
other  furgeon,  but  not  with  mercurial  fri&ions) 
died  of  the  hydrophobia  the  forty-fixth  day  af¬ 
ter.  The  eight  others,  who  ufed  this  remedy 
under  that  gentleman’s  care,  all  did  well.  He 
mentions  feveral  inftances  which  have  fallen 
under  his  care  or  notice,  in  which  mercurial 
fri&ions  on  the  wounded  part  have  preferved 
the  patient  from  all  danger,  fometimes  without 
producing  falivation.  Notwithftanding  this  fuc¬ 
cefs,  howrever,  he  alfo  efteems  it  the  fureft  me¬ 
thod  to  excite  a  flight  degree  of  falivation  ;  and 
perhaps  this  will  be  found  to  anfwer  beft,  when 
attempted  foon  after  the  accident,  and  brought 
about  not  too  haflily. 

V. 
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Hi/lory  of  a  Cafe  of  Bheumatifm ,  cured  by  Elec¬ 
tricity.  By  Dr  Simon  Lanphier,  Fhyfician ,  Wa- 
ter  ford. 

A.  aged  fifty-eight,  an  woolcomber,  in 


..fi'  the  month  of  December  1778,  was  af¬ 
fected  with  a  coldnefs  and  fhivering,  fucceeded 
by  heat  and  partial  fweats,  pains  of  the  fhoul- 
ders,  extending  to  the  elbows,  wrifts,  and  fin¬ 
gers,  attended  occafionally  with  rednefs  and 
fwelling.  His  hips,  thighs,  and  legs,  were  foon 
attacked  in  the  fame  manner,  but  were  particu¬ 
larly  painful  at  the  joints  of  the  knees  and  ankles, 
appetite  impaired,  third:  moderate,  bowels  tole¬ 
rably  regular.  By  the  advice  of  his  friends,  he 
had  recourfe  to  a  variety  of  matters,  particular¬ 
ly  warm  porter,  brandy  and  water,  and  fulphur, 
all  with  a  view  of  promoting  fweat.  After  the 
ineffe&ual  ufe  of  thefe  for  forne  days,  he  applied 
to  the  late  Dr  Backas,  an  eminent  Phyfician  of 
this  place,  who  ordered  him  turpentine  drops, 
with  fome  other  medicines  ;  but,  in  confequence 
of  the  fudden  death  of  that  gentleman,  he  did 


not 
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not  experience  the  benefit  of  his  advice  that  he 
otherwife  might  have  expeded. 

He  fent  for  me  on  the  4th  of  Auguft  1779* 
at  eight  months  from  the  commencement  of  his 
complaint.  He  was  confined  to  bed,  could  not 
fit  up,  or  put  on  his  clothes  without  affiftance. 
He  then  complained  of  pains  in  his  fhoulders, 
elbows,  wrifts  and  fingers  ;  pain  in  the  fmall  of 
the  back,  extending  occafionally  to  both  hips ; 
confiderable  fwelling  of  the  knees  and  ankles, 
attended  with  excruciating  torture ;  was  eafier 
lying  in  bed  than  in  any  other  pofition  ;  pains 
not  aggravated  by  additional  heat  ;  appetite 
extremely  delicate,  in  confequence,  as  he  fup- 
pofed,  of  having  taken  garlick  for  fome  days ; 
no  material  third,  except  at  intervals;  bowels 
regular;  pulfe  rather  frequent,  but  not  full  or 
hard.  After  premifing  the  warm  bath,  and  a 
find  attention  to  vegetable  diet,  I  ordered  him, 
on  the  5th  of  Auguft,  thirty  grains  of  Dover’s 
powder ;  at  the  fame  time,  di  reding  that  he 
fhould  lie  in  blankets,  and  forward  fweating, 
by  keeping  quiet,  taking  occafionally  draughts 
of  white-wine,  whey;  and  every  fecond  hour  a 
julep,  with  fpiritus  mindereri. 

6th,  Sweated  profufely  from  ten  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  until  fix  in  the  evening ;  pains  eafier  for 

fome 
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fome  hours  whilft  fweating,  but  returned  as  vio- 

i  / 

lent  as  before.  8th,  The  medicine  repeated, 
and  with  nearly  the  fame  effe&s.  On  the  10th, 
he  was  ordered  a  mixture  with  equal  parts  of 
elixir  guaiacinum  volatile,  fimple  fyrup,  and  mu¬ 
cilage  of  gum  arabic,  a  large  fpoonful  of  which  to 
be  taken  night  and  morning,  wafhed  down  with 
wine-whey.  This  promoted  fweating,  which 
was  not  a  little  increafed  by  the  addition  of 
fome  volatile  fpirit  of  fal  ammoniac.  The  pain¬ 
ed  parts  were  gently  rubbed,  morning  and  night, 
with  camphorated  oil  and  fpiritus  cornu  cervi. 
In  the  courfe  of  ten  days,  he  found  himfelf  bet¬ 
ter,  was  able  to  get  out  of  bed,  and  affift  in  put¬ 
ting  on  his  clothes :  The  pains,  without  any 
obvious  caufe,  returned,  and  were  extremely 
troublefome.  Bliftering  plafters  were  applied 
to  the  {boulders,  with  directions  to  remove  them 
as  foon  as  they  became  painful ;  next  to  the  el¬ 
bows  and  knees,  which  experienced  great  relief 
from  their  application.  The  medicine  was  hill 
continued.  Notwithftanding  its  ufe,  and  the 
occafional  application  of  blifters  to  the  parts 
principally  affeCted,  a  ftrict  attention  to  warmth 
and  regularity,  on  the  5th  of  September  follow¬ 
ing,  his  recovery  feemed  very  doubtful ;  I  was 

therefore 
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therefore  determined  to  try  what  effeCt  might 
be  produced  by  electricity^  having  given  him  di¬ 
rection  to  lay  afide  the  elixir  guaiacinum. 

On  the  ioth  of  fame  month,  a  few  flight 
ftrokes  were  fent  through  the  parts  molt  affect¬ 
ed,  which  were  the  fhoulders,  elbows,  wrifts, 
and  joints  of  the  fingers ;  the  fhocks  were  re¬ 
peated  three  times  weekly,  but  feemed  rather  to 
aggravate  his  difeafe.  A  temporary  relief  was 
experienced  during  the  life  of  the  application ; 
but  matters  appeared  worfe  at  the  fucceeding 
vifit.  However,  as  I  have  known  the  fame  ef¬ 
fects  enfue  upon  firft  ufing  electricity,  I  deter¬ 
mined  to  perfevere  and  not  repeat  the  operati¬ 
ons  oftner ;  but,  to  put  it  to  a  greater  extent  in 
point  of  ftrength  and  number  of  fhocks,  I  alfo 
infulated  him,  and  by  that  means  took  large 
fparks  from  the  pained  parts  ;  at  length  the 
fwellings  began  gradually  to  difappear,  and  were 
even  fenfibly  lefs  in  any  one  part,  when  electri¬ 
fied  for  fome  minutes,  either  by  drawing  fparks 
from  the  part,  or  fending  fmall  fhocks  through 
it.  Immediately  after  the  ufe  of  eleCtricity,  he 
could  move  much  better  than  before,  and  acqui¬ 
red  fo  much  ftrength  as  to  walk  tolerably  well 
without  any  afliftance. 
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I  fliould  have  obferved,  that  for  many  days 
on  his  firft  vifiting  me,  he  was  obliged  to  be  at¬ 
tended  by  two  affiftants.  In  the  month  of  Fe¬ 
bruary  1780,’  he  was  able  to  comb  a  ball  of 
wool,  which  he  had  not  done  for  near  fifteen 
months  before.  The  electricity  was  continued 
until  the  April  following,  when  he  found  him- 

t 

felf  well  in  every  refpeCt ;  the  pains  removed* 
and  natural  heat  of  the  parts  perfectly  reftored. 
In  order  to  prevent  a  relapfe*  I  ordered  him  to 
ufe  the  cold  bath,  which  he  began  in  June,*and 
continued  until  Auguft.  He  is  now  extreme¬ 
ly  well,  and  works  at  his  bufinefs  as  ufual. 

I  have  lately  had  frequent  opportunities  of 
trying  electricity  in  old  rheumatic  complaints, 
particularly  where  the  pain  was  confined  to  one 
or  two  parts,  and  have  always  experienced  the 
greatefi  advantage  from  its  ufe.  The  above 
cafe  fhews  the  good  effects  of  eleCtricity  in  a 
mod  troubleforne  and  painful  difeafe,  and,  at 
‘  the  fame  time,  indicates,  that  much  may  be  ex¬ 
pected  from  it,  even  where  internal  remedies 
have  proved  ineffectual.  A  chronic  rheuma- 
tifm,  which  is  confidered  as  being  in  a  great  mea- 
fure  a  local  complaint,  I  am  fatisfied,  will  fre¬ 
quently  be  removed  by  its  ufe. 

Vh 
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*¥he  Hi/lory  of  a  Cafe ,  where  the  Pharynx  was 
wounded  through  the  Miifcles  and  Membranes 
which  conned  the  Larynx  and  Os  Hyoides ,  with* 
out  proving  fatal .  By  the  late  Dermis  Ryan  ,M.D. 
Communicated  in  a  Letter  to  Samuel-Foart  Sim¬ 
mons,  M.  D.  F.  R.  S.  Phyfician  in  London ,  and 
by  him  to  Dr  Duncan* 

A  Negro,  named  Harry,  who  lived  as  watch¬ 
man  on  Winchefter  eftate,  near  this 
place,  was  furprifed  in  the  night,  about  the  end 
of  laft  February,  by  two  negroes,  with  an  in¬ 
tention  to  put  him  to  death.  He  is  about  thirty 
years  of  age,  and  of  a  flender  habit  of  body, 
with  a  remarkably  long  neck ;  and,  his  being 
fickly  for  fome  time,  rendered  all  the  refinance 
he  could  make  of  little  effedi.  From  the  pre- 
fent  appearance,  they  feem  to  have  made  feve- 
ral  thrufts  or  incifions  with  a  knife,  between  the 
upper  edge  of  the  right  fide  of  the  thyroid  car¬ 
tilage  and  the  os  hyoides.  One  incifion  was 
made  tranfverfely.  It  began  below,  and  oppo- 
fite  the  middle  of  the  bafe  of  the  os  hyoides, 
and  extended  almoft  as  far  as  the  right  carotid. 
Vol.  VIII.  X  h 
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It  feems  to  have  totally  divided  the  derno-hyoi- 
dasus  and  hyothyroidseus  mufcies.  This  inci- 
fion  was  eroded  by  another,  which  was  made  in 
a  longitudinal  dire&ion.  Where  both  meet, 
there  is  a  confiderable  orifice,  into  which  one 
might  eafily  introduce  the  top  of  the  little  fin¬ 
ger,  three  weeks  after  the  accident  happened, 
when  I  fir  (I  faw  him.  And,  Upon  my  removing 
the  dreding,  which  confided  of  a  coarfe  rag,  and 
fome  oat -meal  and  water,  there  was  difeharged 
a  great  quantity  of  mucus  through  the  wound, 
the  edges  of  which  had  now  become  callous  all 
round.  On  his  attempting  to  drink  fome  wa¬ 
ter,  the  mod  part  of  it  rufhed  out  by  the  ori¬ 
fice  ;  but  when  it  was  clofely  dopped  up,  by  the 
application  of  another’s  hand,  he  fwallowed 
pretty  freely,  though  not  without  fome  cough¬ 
ing.  It  is  always  necedary  to  make  a  predure 
of  this  kind,  when  he  takes  any  food.  I  had 
his  mouth  and  nodrils  clofed  for  fome  time,  but 
he  breathed  through  the  wound.  The  oridee 
has  of  late  become  fo  fmall,  that  it  has  been 
thought  proper  to  enlarge  it  by  an  incifion,  to  i 
allow  a  free  padage  for  the  mucus,  which  is  dif- 
charged  from  it  very  copioudy.  When  he  holds; 
up  his  chin  a  little,  the  thyroid  cartilage  is  abouti 

am 
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an  inch  and  a  half  diflant  from  the  bafe  of  the 

9  % 

os  hyoides,  and  about  three-fourths  of  an  inch, 
when  he  attempts  to  fwallow  any  thing.  Hie 
attack  was  made  on  him  in  the  beginning  of  the 
night,  and  he  lay  till  morning  expofed  to  the 
night  air.  He  was  then  found,  with  a  piece  of 
blanket  wrapped  about  his  neck.  Thofe  who 
firft  faw  him,  fay,  that  the  lofs  of  blood  he  fu- 
fiained  was  very  trifling.  They  gave  him  fome 
drink,  but  it  all  came  out  through  the  wound; 
and  they,  as  w'eli  as  he  himfelf,  declare,  that  till 
the  thirteenth  day  after  the  attack,  he  fwallow- 
ed  nothing  whatfoever.  Hence  he  was  almoft 
totally  exhaufted,  and  his  fituation  thought  fo 
defperate,  that  recourfe  was  had  to  none  of  the 
means  ufually  employed  in  fuch  circumflances, 
in  order  to  fupport  life.  From  the  time  he  be¬ 
gan  to  fwallow,  he  has  gradually  recovered 
fome  ftrength,  and  he  can  now  eat  plantains, 
the  chief  fare  of  negroes.  He  walks  about  to¬ 
lerably  well ;  and  though  he  breathes  in  ge¬ 
neral  with  fome  difficulty,  he  will  probably  five 
for  fome  months,  and  afford  a  flriking  proof  of 
the  powerful  efforts  of  nature,  without  the  affift- 
ance  of  art,  even  in  the  molt  dangerous  circum- 
fiances. 

X  2 
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Account  of  the  fuccefsful  Operation  of  the  Trepan 
on  the  left  Temple ,  with  the  Extraction  of  a 
Splinter  of  Stone ,  penetrating  the  Dura  Ma¬ 
ter.  By  Mr  George  Borthwick,  Surgeon , 
lAjh  Regiment  Light  Dragoons. 

Dragoon  of  the  14th  regiment  received 


JL~\  a  blow  from  a  fharp  (lone  on  his  left  tem¬ 
ple,  which  gave  him  a  confiderable  wound,  and 
knocked  him  down.  He  foon  recovered  him- 
felf,  and  walked  without  affiftance  to  his  bar¬ 
rack,  which  was  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the 
place  where  he  met  with  the  accident.  On  exa¬ 
mining  him,  about  an  hour  after  he  received 
the  blow,  I  difcovered  a  wound  in  the  tegu¬ 
ments  and  temporal  mufcles,  of  two  inches  in 
length,  the  wound  being  in  the  direction  of  the 
fibres  of  that  mufcle  ;  and,  by  my  finger*,  with¬ 
out  the  help  of  a  probe,  could  plainly  difcover 
a  fracture  of  more  than  an  inch  in  length,  with 
a  confiderable  deprefiion  in  the  temporal  pro- 
cefs  of  the  os  frontis.  The  courfe  of  the  frac¬ 
ture  was  in  the  direction  of  the  fibres  of  the 
temporal  mufclc* 


Finding 
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Finding  matters  thus  circumftanced,  I  re¬ 
moved  fuch  a  portion  of  the  fkin,  tendinous 
aponeurofis,  and  temporal  mufcle,  as  1  reckoned 
would  be  neceffary  for  allowing  the  crown  of  a 
middle  fized  trepan  to  be  applied  ;  and  having 
removed  a  fufficient  portion  of  the  pericranium, 
to  enable  me  to  examine  fully  the  extent  and 
nature  of  the  fradture  and  deprefiion,  and  to  al¬ 
low  the  operation  to  be  performed,  1  difcovered 
a  fra&ure  of  near  two  inches  in  length,  and  the 
deprefiion  fo  very  confiderable,  that  the  end  of 
a  common  fized  blunt-pointed  probe  could  eafi- 
ly  be  introduced  obliquely  through  the  fracture, 
under  the  cranium.  This  being  done.  I  imme¬ 
diately  took  out  a  circle  of  bone  with  the  trepan, 
which  enabled  me  to  remove  entirely  the  de- 
preffed  fragments  of  bone,  that  amounted  to  lour 
in  number.  There  was  no  extravafated  blood 

found  on  the  furface  of  the  dura  mater,  (though 

*  -> 

this  membrane  was  entirely  feparated  from  that 
portion  of  the  fkull  which  condituted  the  de- 
preffed  fragments)  ;  but  on  removing  the  circle 
of  bone  with  the  trepan,  I  difcovered  a  fmali 
wedge-like  done,  thicker  than  a  fhilling,  of  the 
fize  of  a  filver  three-penny  piece,  that  penetra¬ 
ted  the  dura  mater  obliquely  oppofite  to  the 

X  3  fradure? 
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fra£liire,  and  had  infmuated  itfelf  under  that 
part  of  this  membrane,  from  whence  the  circle 
of  bone  was  removed,  and  had,  no  doubt,  been 
broken  off  from  the  done  with  which  the  blow 
was  given. 

During  the  fcalping,  feveral  branches  of  the 
temporal  artery  were  neceffarily  divided,  which 
made  the  needle  and  ligature  to  be  frequently 
ufed,  and  the  removal  of  a  portion  of  the  tem¬ 
poral  mufcle,  particularly  in  this  tumefied  date, 
made  the  operation  have  a  more  formidable  ap¬ 
pearance,  than  in  thefe  parts  of  the  cranium 
where  it  is  more  frequently  performed. 

After  the  operation,  the  wound  was  dreffed 
in  the  ufual  manner,  and  the  patient  recovered,, 
without  any  bad  fymptoms  fupervening,  and 
was  perfe&ly  well  in  ten  weeks. 

I  think  it  proper  to  add,  that  in  a  few  hours 
after  the  operation,  the  patient  complained  of  a 
great  diffnefs  in  the  under  jaw  of  that  fide  ;  but 
it  did  not  increafe  to  fuch  a  degree  as  to  pre¬ 
vent  his  being  able  to  admit  a  table-fpoon  into 
his  mouth.  It  continued,  however,  for  the 
fpace  of  a  wreek,  and  went  of.  If  the  operation 
had  been  performed  in  any  other  part  of  the 
cranium,  1  fhould  have  been  alarmed  at  the  diff¬ 
nefs 
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nefs  of  the  jaw  ;  but  in  this  cafe,  I  attributed  it 
to  the  inflamed  and  fwelled  (late  of  mufcular 
fibres  of  the  temporal  mufcle ;  and  the  event 
(hewed,  that  as  foon  as  a  proper  fuppuration 
had  time  to  come  on,  the  inflammation,  and,  of 
courfe,  the  fwelling,  ceafed,  and  the  ftiffnefs  was 
at  an  end. 

Was  this  event  the  fooner  brought  about, 
from  his  having  taken  every  night  three  grains 
of  opium,  during  the  firft  fortnight  after  the  o- 

peration  ? 

*  v*  6\ 
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The  Hijiory  of  a  Cafe  of  Hydrocephalus,  fuccef fully 
treated  by  the  life  of  Mercury .  By  Dr  Alex¬ 
ander  Eafon,  Phyfician ,  Manchejler . 

ON  the  1 2th  of  September  1781,  I  was  de- 
flred  to  vifit  John  Norman,  a  child  of 
two  years  and  a  quarter  old.  His  mother  in¬ 
formed  me,  he  had  been  in  an  indifferent  ffate 
of  health  for  fome  time  part  ;  and  that,  during 
the  three  laft  weeks,  he  had  convulfive  fits  fo 

frequent,  and  often  of  an  hour’s  continuance, 

•  * 

both  by  day  and  night,  that  ihe  hourly  expedt- 
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ed  his  death.  I  found  him  lying  on  a  pillow, 
fupported  by  his  mother’s  knees,  quite  ftupid  $ 
his  eyes  fometimes  open,  but  more  frequently 
half  {hut ;  the  pupils  greatly  dilated,  and  inca¬ 
pable  of  dire&ing  them  to  any  object.  Being 
unable  to  fupport  his  head,  it  fell  to  either  fhouU 
der,  or  behind,  according  to  its  inclination  ; 
the  fize  nearly  equalled  that  of  an  adult j  the 
fontanelle  open,  the  futures  clofed,  and  1  think 
the  bones  were  thicker  than  ufual  $  the  back 
part  of  the  head  was  very  large,  in  proportion 
to  the  fore  part.  When  he  was  moved,  or  held 
up,  he  was  generally  feized  with  a  fit.  A  cough 
of  fome  months  {landing  was  now  more  trou- 
blefome,  and  refembled  a  convulfive  one.  His 
feet  were  cold,  and  frequently  had  an  oedema- 
tous  appearance.  His  pulfe  was  quick,  fmall, 
and  irregular.  He  was  greatly  emaciated,  and 
the  very  fmall  quantity  of  food  he  took  was  fre¬ 
quently  thrown  up. 

From  thefe  fymptoms,  I  had  very  little  doubt 
that  his  difeafe  was  an  hydrocephalus  internus, 
and  no  hopes  of  his  recovery,  under  fuch  cir- 
cumftances,  could  be  entertained 

As  the  infant  was  in  fo  low  a  (late,  I  thought 
it  moft  prudent  to  proceed  by  flow  degrees  in 

the 
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the  ufe  of  mercurial  medicines.  At  firft,  he 
took  a  few  grains  of  rhubarb,  then  one  grain 
of  calomel  every  night  at  bed-time,  and  on  the 
fourth  day,  a  few  grains  of  rhubarb,  as  at  firft. 
After  an  interval  of  two  days,  he  took  three  grains 
of  calomel  every  night ;  but  during  the  firft 
week  his  fymptoms  grew  worfe ;  the  parietal 
bones  plainly  appeared  larger ;  the  head  mea~ 
fured  more  in  circumference,  and  the  fits  con¬ 
tinued  as  ufual.  He  then  took  the  calomel  eve¬ 
ry  night,  with  a  tea-fpoonful  of  oxymel  of  fquills, 
twice  or  three  times  a-day.  This  gave  him  a- 
bout  two  ftools  in  twenty-four  hours.  No  great 
alteration  happened,  till  towards  the  end  of  the 
third  week ;  from  that  time  the  pupils  of  his. 
eyes  began  to  contrad ;  he  took  notice  of  feve- 
ral  obje&s,  and  eat  rather  more  food,  which  was 
feldomer  thrown  up.  His  water,  when  any 
could  be  faved,  was  of  an  amber  colour,  and  let 
fall  a  white  fediment.  His  fits  were  not  altoge¬ 
ther  fo  violent,  nor  fo  frequent,  and  his  head 
meafured  lefs  in  circumference. 

1  mentioned  this  cafe  from  time  to  time  to  my 
friend  Dr  Percival,  who  fuggefted  to  me  the 
advantages  of  mercurial  fri&ions,  along  with 
the  ufe  of  the  calomel.  As  the  infant  was 

ftronger, 
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ftronger,  and  appearances  more  favourable,  I 
ordered  fifteen  grains  of  the  ftrong  mercurial 
ointment  to  be  rubbed  in,  three  times  every 
day,  and  that  he  Ihould  take  the  calomel  at 
night  as  ufual.  This  anfwered  beyond  expec¬ 
tation,  and  his  recovery  was  rapid.  In  about 
five  or  fix  days,  after  the  firft  rubbing  with  the 
ointment,  the  mucus  was  difcharged  from  his 
nofe,  which,  from  the  commencement  of  his 

i 

illnefs,  had  been  entirely  dry.  His  urine  was 
more  in  quantity,  fiill  letting  fall  a  white  fedi- 
ment ;  he  could  hold  his  head  in  an  eredi  po~ 
ilure,  during  the  fifth  week ;  and  his  fits,  gra¬ 
dually  declining,  on  the  20th  Odlober  entirely 
eeafed,  except  a  flight  return  on  the  evening  of 
the  24th. 

Towards  the  end  of  October,  he  could  walk 
with  help,  and  now  walks  by  himfelf ;  is  lively  ; 
his  complexion  is  clear ;  gains  ftrength  and 
flefh  daily  ;  eats  moderately  ;  the  fontanelle  ah 
mod  clofed ;  fleeps  found,  and  his  head  much 
reduced  in  fize,  in  fo  much  that  fome  of  his 
night-caps,  which  were  too  final!,  and  eventhofe 
of  his  younger  brother,  flip  on  with  eafe.  He 
continued  the  ufe  of  his  medicines  for  fome 
time,  as  he  found  no  inconvenience  from  them, 

/  for 
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for  the  mercury  never  affe&ed  his  mouth,  fall- 
vary  glands,  or  bowels,  which  have  been  in  a 
proper  date,  and  his  urine  without  any  white 
fediment.  At  prefent,  he  takes  a  fingle  grain 
of  calomel  every  fecond  night,  which  I  propofe 
to  continue  for  fome  time  longer. 

.  ,  ,  i 

J  ■  ^  i  *  *  .  ,  j  ,  f 

f  v  - 
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t  a  1  ’  i  *  ■  • 

I  * 

.  '  •  I  ' 

Hi/lories  of  two  Cafes  :  The  D  if  charge  of  a  large 
calcareous  Concretion ,  Extraction  of  the 

Bones  of  a  Foetus  by  the  Re  Slum.  By  Dr  Sa¬ 
muel  Fitzgerald,  Fhyfician  at  Mullingar . 

A  Lady  of  rank  in  this  neighbourhood, 
whofe  name  delicacy  forbids  to  mention, 
had  laboured  for  eighteen  months  under  the 
mod  excruciating  torture  and  pains  in  the  hy- 
pogaftric  region,  particularly  towards  the  back 
and  os  facrum.  For  the  laft  three  months  of 
her  illnefs,  die  was  fo  reduced  for  want  of  food 
and  deep,  that  (he  could  not  leave  her  bed,  ex¬ 
cept  when  taken  up  to  the  tepid  baths,  in  which 
only  die  enjoyed  any  tolerable  degree  of  eafe. 
In  diort,  life  now  had  become  a  burden,  and 
death  defirable  to  her  and  all  around  her.  In 

this 
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this  deplorable  foliation,  upon  the  difcharge  of 
an  emollient  anodyne  glyfter,  foe  fortunately 
with  it  palled  frpm  the  re&um  a  large  hard  ball 
of  an  oval  figure,  exceeding  in  fize  an  ordinary 
orange,  and  fo  folid  that  nothing  lefs  than  the 
ftroke  of  a  hammer  could  break  it.  It  was  of 
a  dark  cinneritious  colour,  and  of  a  calcareous 
quality  in  fubftance,  weighing  eight  ounces  and 
three  drams.  A  total  liberation  from  pain  imme¬ 
diately  followed  its  expulfion,  and,  in  a  very  foort 
time,  the  he&ic  and  other  alarming  fymptoms 
vanifoed,  and  the  lady  is  now  perfe&ly  re-efta- 
blifoed  in  health. 

The  other  cafe  is  that  of  Mary  Dardis,  a  na¬ 
tive  of  this  town,  who,  on  the  firft  day  of  June, 
after  the  ufual  term  of  geftation,  viz.  nine 
months  from  her  fecond  marriage,  was  taken  ill 
of  labour-pains ;  but  thefe  being  rather  tedious, 
and  cold,  as  the  midwife  termed  it,  I  was  fent 
for;  and,  upon  examining  the  date  of  the  ute¬ 
rus,  I  could  not  poffibly  find  its  orifice,  though, 
at  the  fame  time,  I  clearly  perceived  a  round 
hard  bulk  through  the  teguments,  which  I  con¬ 
cluded  was  the  head.  In  this  fituation,  I  defi¬ 
ned  foe  might  be  properly  fupported,  and  path 

ently 
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ently  wait  the  increafe  of  more  efficacious  pains, 
and  then  to  apprife  me  of  it.  For  three  days  I 
heard  nothing  from  her,  and  then  calling  at  her 
place  of  refidence,  I  found  her  engaged  at  her 
ordinary  bufinefs,  quite  well,  but  uneafy  at  not 
having  been  delivered.  I  told  her  the  right  time 
was  not  yet  come ;  that  when  it  did,  all  would 
be  well,  and  not  to  fret  herfelf  on  that  account. 

On  the  10th  of  February  next  enfuing,  being 
nine  months  and  ten  days,  her  hufband,  at  mid¬ 
night,  called  upon  me,  to  let  me  know  fhe  was 
in  high  labour.  Curiofity,  as  well  as  humanity, 
induced  me  to  vifit  her ;  and,  to  my  great  fur- 
prife,  the  firfl  objed  that  prefented  to  the  touch 
was  the  foot  and  leg  of  the  fkeleton  hanging 
forth  from  the  return.  This,  by  merely  hand¬ 
ling  it,  readily  feparated  at  the  articulation  of 
the  knee ;  and,  as  no  -entrance  to  the  womb 
through  the  vagina  was  yet  to  be  found,  I  was 
reduced  to  the  painful  neceffity  of  extrading  the 
entire  ikeleton,  bone  after  bone,  through  the 
anus.  This  loathfome  manoeuvre  continued  for 
the  beft  part  of  three  fucceffive  days ;  for  the 
intolerable  ftench,  and  difficult  accefs,  were  fo 
great,  that  I  could  not  bear  it  longer  than  an  hour 
at  any  one  time.  1  fuppofe  the  obliquity  of  the 

womb's 


womb’s  elevation  was  the  caufeof  this  very  pfe* 
pofterous  birth,  that  its  orifice  had  reached  that 
part  of  the  redam  through  which  the  heel  of 
the  fkcleton  mud  have  gradually  found  its  paf- 
fage ;  for  {he  had  uninterrupted  pains  in  the 
lower  part  of  her  back  during  the  lad  three 
months,  which  {he  called  a  dry  colic.  By  clean¬ 
ing  vulnerary  injections,  and  a  liberal  ufe  of  the 
Peruvian  bark,  the  woman  is  reftored  to  health. 
Though  this  feems  fcarce  credible,  yet  it  is  lite¬ 
rally  true,  as  may  be  attefled  by  a  furgeon  I 
was  obliged  to  call  in,  to  aflift  now  and  then  in 
the  delivery* 

X. 

The  Hi/lory  of  a  Cafe  of  Hydrocephalus  fuccefsfully 
treated  by  Mercury .  By  Dr  Thomas  Aery, 

V  •  '  f  i  .  J  (  <%, 

Fhyfician ,  Whitehaven . 

JAnuary  4.  1780,  I  was  called  to  Mr  - — 
aged  nine  years,  of  rather  a  pale  complexion 
and  relaxed  habit.  He  had  been  feized,  a  week 
before,  with  an  acute  pain  of  the  whole  head ;  the 
teguments  of  it  were  fore  to  the  touch  ;  he  com¬ 
plained  of  naufea,  anorexia,  erratic  pains  of  the 
,  extremities  and  fide ;  third  in  the  afternoon ; 
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tongue  clear;  pulfe  rather  frequent.  I  gave  him  a 
cathartic,  an  emetic,  and  one  dofe  of  the  pul  vis  fu- 
dorificus  of  the  Edinburgh  Pharmacopcea  ;  bli¬ 
tters  behind  the  ears  were  kept  open  with  the  mild 
epifpaftic  ointment  of  the  Edinburgh  Pharmaco¬ 
pcea;  and,  in  the  interval  of  the  evacuations, 
the  faline  mixture,  with  volatile  fal  ammoniac 
impregnated  with  lemon-juice,  and  drops  of  an- 
timonial  wine  and  thebaic  tin&ure  ;  afterwards 
drops  of  dulcified  fpirit  of  nitre,  which  were  fol¬ 
lowed  by  an  infufion  of  bark  with  valerian,  a  fo- 
lution  of  corrofive  fublimate  mercury,  and  vola¬ 
tile  tindure  of  guaiac,  without  any  apparent  ef¬ 
fect,  although  given  in  large  dofes,  excepting 
that  the  anorexia  left  him  after  the  emetic,  which 
operated  but  little. 

20th,  Light  painful  to  the  eyes,  the  pupil  of 
the  eyes  much  dilated,  ftrabifmus,  and  cannot 
diftinguifh  capital  letters  in  print ;  double  vifion; 
fpeaks  very  unufually  flow;  (tupor,  and  will  not 

rife  out  of  bed ;  looks  as  full  as  ufual  in  the 

* 

face,  but  the  extremities  are  confiderably  ema¬ 
ciated  ;  appetite  good,  or  eats  food  greedily, 
and  fleeps  well ;  little  third  ;  abdomen  rather 
tenfe  and  hard;  (tools  and  pulfe  regular. 

27th, 

r* '  \  / 
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27th,  Symptoms  much  the  fame.  Mr  Ha¬ 
milton,  an  ingenious  furgeon  and  apothecary* 
who  attended  this  patient  with  me,  now  afked 
me,  <c  If  I  did  not  think  the  difeafe  to  be  the 

hydrocephalus  internus?”  I  anfwered  in  the 
affirmative,  and  that  I  propofed  to  put  him  un¬ 
der  a  courfe  of  mercury,  as  recommended  by 
Drs  Dobfon  and  Percival,  and  alfo  as  I  had  for 
many  years  found  mercury  ufeful  when  given  as 
an  aperient  and  deobftruent  in  dropfies. 

February  i.  he  began  with  taking  a  grain  of 
calomel  every  night  at  bed-time,  and  with  ha¬ 
ving  a  fcruple  of  ftrong  mercurial  ointment  rub¬ 
bed  upon  his  legs,  which  were  afterwards  co¬ 
vered  with  a  flannel ;  the  regimen  ufual  to  raife 
a  gentle  falivation,  was  alfo  dire&ed. 

10th,  Pain  of  head  increafed. 

1  ith,  Vomiting  came  on  lad  night,  and  con¬ 
tinues,  but  foon  flopped  with  taking  the  faline 
mixture  with  thebaic  tin&ure;  complained  of  his 
tongue  being  very  fore  ;  I  found  it  with  a  little 
aphthous  rednefs  round  the  fides  of  it,  but  no 
(pitting. 

22d,  Said  he  was  better  for  the  firfl:  time. 

24th,  Sat  up,  and  could  read  fmall  print,  and 
continues  well  at  this  time. 
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From  February  i.  to  March  8.  he  took  ca¬ 
lomel.  gr.  xlii.  and  ufed  of  ung.  coeruL  fort, 
unc.  iii.  &  ferup.  iv.  without  producing  any  fali- 
vation,  or  any  apparent  evacuation,  excepting 
the  night  and  day  that  he  vomited  a  little.  In 
Dr  Dobfon’s  and  Percivars  cafes,  the  mercury 
falivated.  It  is,  however,  a  well  known  fa&? 
that,  in  the  lues  venerea,  we  are  fome times  dis¬ 
appointed  in  raifing  a  falivation,  but  not  from 
thence  in  the  cure  of  the  difeafe,  only  a  greater 
quantity  of  mercury  is  in  general  neceflary,  as 
dire&ed  by  Dr  Aftrue.  Why  may  not  mercury 
fome  times  cure  this  difeafe,  without  falivating^ 
as  well  as  it  does  the  lues  venerea  ?  and  may  it 
not  here  have  performed  the  cure,  by  opening 
the  obftructed  mouths  of  the  abforbent  veffelss 
and  fo  rendering  them  capable  again  of  abforb* 
ing  the  extravafated  water  ? 
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Observations  and  Experiments  cn  the  Effects  of  dif¬ 
ferent  Anthelmintics  applied  to  Earth-worms , 

X  «'  *  X  -•  v  ’  •  J  V  .  '  ■  ■  •  1 

communicated  to  Dr  Duncan  in  a  Letter  from 
Dr  Thomas  Fowler,  Phyfieian  at  Stafford . 


WHEN  I  had  the  honour  of  being  an  or¬ 
dinary  member  of  the  Royal  Medical 
Society  of  Edinburgh,  and  it  came  to  my  turn 
to  write  papers  for  the  Society,  the  follow¬ 
ing  queftion  was  affigned  me,  at  my  own  re- 
quell,  as  a  fubjeQ  for  one  of  them,  viz.  What 
vermifuges  are  the  moft  eligible  from  their  ef- 
fe£ts  on  earth-worms?  In  confequence  of  this, 
I  made  a  great  number  of  experiments  qn  earth¬ 
worms,  and  made  them  the  bafis  of  a  paper 
which  was  circulated,  read,  and  debated  upon, 
In  due  courfe,  agreeable  to  the  rules  of  the  So¬ 
ciety. 

Since  that  time,  from  a  confideration  of  the 
frequent  occurrence  of  worms  as  a  caufe  of  diff 
eafe,  and  the  great  difficulty  we  often  find  in  our 
attempts  to  eradicate  them,  I  have  been  led  to 
hope,  that,  by  a  repetition  of  the  experiments, 
in  order  to  render  the  effects  more  accurate,  I 

might 
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might  fuggell:  fome  practical  hints  to  the  Faculty 
by  their  publication.  For  this  purpofe,  I  have 
made  a  confidef&ble  additional  number  of  expe¬ 
riments  with  mod  of  the  fame  vermifuges  be¬ 
fore  employed,  and  have  contracted  the  refult 
of  the  whole  into  a  concife  tabular  view,  by 
which  means  their  obvious  effects  and  compa¬ 
rative  merits  will  be  much  more  readily  exami¬ 
ned  and  underftood.  Moreover,  in  order  to 

r 

bring  this  paper  within  the  compafs  of  an  article 
not  too  large  for  admiffion  into  your  ufeful  Me¬ 
dical  Commentaries,  I  have  left  out  the  greatefl 
part  of  my  former  introduction,  and  have  en¬ 
tirely  omitted  the  medical  remarks  upon  all  the 
experiments,  excepting  two,  leaving  it  to  the 
Gentlemen  of  the  Faculty  to  draw  their  own 
conclufions  from  the  facts. 

I  fhould  have  been  glad  to  have  made  expe¬ 
riments  on  human  worms,  but  that  was  impof- 
fible  ;  for  if  a  fufficient  number  could  have  been 
obtained  alive,  on  being  removed  from  their 
natural  habitation  in  the  human  body,  and  ex- 
pofed  to  the  open  air,  the  whole  of  them  would 
almofl  immediately  have  died. 

Earth-worms,  it  is  true,  are  of  a  different 
fpecies  from  the  human  or  inteftinal,  as  they  are 

Y  2  called 


called  by  Linnaeus ;  but  that  author  includes 
both  with  propriety  under  the  fame  genus ;  and 
if  we  examine  them  attentively,  they  feem  to 
have  properties  enough  in  common  for  ^  fet  of 
analogical  experiments.  I  fhould  have  been  ve¬ 
ry  glad  to  have  made  fome  trials  with  the  me¬ 
chanical  vermifuges,  fuch  as  the  rough  filings  of 
fteel  and  tin,  &c .  but  found  it  was  not  eafy  to 
be  done,  for  the  worms  almoft  immediately  af¬ 
ter  thefe  fubftances  were  applied  to  them,  would 
lie  flill  and  not  appear  at  all  difturbed,  unlefs 
they  were  purpofely  put  in  motion,  and  thereby 
made  to  feel  the  ftimulus  of  the  angular  par- 
tides  of  thefe  fubffances ;  hence  no  certain  con- 
clufions  could  poffibly  be  drawn  from  effects  fo 
contingent.  Moreover,  calomel  and  asthiops 
mineral  (efpecially  the  former,  which  is  perhaps 
the  mofl  powerful  vermifuge  we  are  pofTeffed 
of)  being  neither .  foluble  nor  readily  fufpended 
in  any  aqueous  menflruum  or  vehicle,  could 

not  eafily  be  tried.  I  own,  however,  that  many 

•  * 

more  experiments  might  have  been  made  fimi- 
lar  to  thofe  1  had  already  accomplifhed,  but  my 
other  avocations  did  not  render  it  convenient  to 
proceed.  I  acknowledge  alfo,  that  thofe  which 
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I  have  made  are  not  without  errors,  but  I  hope 
there  are  none  that  are  material. 

The  ufe  of  the  following  table,  I  apprehend, 
will  be  fo  obvious  to  the  reader,  as  to  need  very 
little  explanation. 

The  firft  column  contains  the  prescriptions  of 

the  feveral  vermifuges. 

+  ,  *** 

The  fecond  exhibits  the  number  of  expen- 
ments  made  with  each. 

The  third  contains  an  account  how  the  worms 
were  affe&ed,  on  being  immerfed  in  the  feve¬ 
ral  fluids  and  compofitiotis. 

The  fourth  (hews  in  what  length  of  time  the 
Worms  became  motionlefs  in  the  vermifuges  of 
the  more  active  kind ;  but  in  thofe  of  the  lefs 
a&ive  kind,  that  circumftance  was  much  more 
difficult  to  be  afcertained,  from  the  greater 
length  of  time  requifite,  and  therefore  was  o- 
tnitted  i  As  it  Was  alfo  in  expreffed  oils,  in  which 
they  could  not  exert  their  motions  in  propor¬ 
tion  to  the  {Emulating  powers  poffeffed  by  fome 
of  thofe  oils,  on  account  of  their  vifcidity. 

The  fifth  (hews  in  what  length  of  time  the 
worms  were  found  dead,  taking  the  fhorteft 
and  the  longed  period  in  the  colle&ive  number 
of  experiments  to  each  article.  It  is  almod  fu- 
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perfluous  to  add,  that  the  letters  D.  H.  and  M. 
in  the  two  laft  columns,  are  the  initials  of  days, 
hours  and  minutes. 

One  half  of  the  experiments  were  made  with 
the  conduit  or  foft  fountain-water  of  Edinburgh, 
and  the  other  half  with  frefh  rain-water.  The  firfl 
clafs  of  experiments  were  made  upon  thefe  wa¬ 
ters,  as  the  vehicles  of  mod  of  the  following  ar¬ 
ticles,  as  exhibited  in  the  beginning  of  the  ta¬ 
ble.  This  was  done,  in  order  that  we  might 
make  a  proper  allowance  for  the  influence  of 
water  in  killing  earth-worms,  independently  of 
the  medicinal  qualities  of  the  feveral  vermifuges. 
The  worms  ufed  in  the  experiments  weighed 
from  two  fcruples  to  fix ;  but  thofe  were  gene¬ 
rally  preferred,  which  weighed  from  three  fcru¬ 
ples  to  five.  They  were  feldom  ufed,  till  they 
had  been  purged  one,  two,  or  three  weeks  in 
mofs  ;  for  it  was  obfervable,  that  they  would  die 
much  fooner  under  any  experiment,  if  ufed  juft 
taken  from  the  ground,  and  confequently  full 
of  earth.  In  order  to  know,  with  more  certain¬ 
ty,  whep  the  worms  were  dead,  (one  being  ufed 
to  every  experiment),  they  were,  from  time  to 
time,  taken  out  of  their  feveral  vermifuges  in 
open  phials,  laid  upon  a  plate,  and  preffed  with 

the 


COMMENTARIES. 


34i 


the  blunt 'end  of  a  probe,  till  they  ceafed  to 
move  diftinctly  on  being  preffed.  Some  means 
of  this  fort  was  neceflary,  fince  almoft  all  the 
reptile  race  of  animals  are  fo  tenaceous  of  life, 
that  in  many  circumftances  it  is  difficult  to  fay, 
whether  they  are  really  dead  or  not. 
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4  - 

From  obferving  the  efficacy  of  common  fait 

in  deftroying  worms,  beyond  that  of  Glauber’s, 

in  the  preceding  experiments,  I  have  feveral 

* 

times  di reded  the  former  to  be  exhibited  in 
gfyfters,  in  fome  flrongly  marked  cafes  of  afca~ 
rides,  and  it  has  generally  in  a  few  minutes,  a 
quarter,  or  half  an  hour,  brought  away  a  con** 
fiderable  number  of  thofe  animals,  with  relief. 
And  from  remarking  the  fuperior  effeds  of  the 
oleum  camphoratum,  to  thofe  of  the  fimple  ex- 
preffed  oils,  in  the  fame  experiments,  I  was  led 
to  prefer ibe  the  following  glyfler  in  adults,  in 
the  fame  fort  of  cafes,  and  have  found  it  a  more 
efficacious  remedy  againfl  the  violent  itching 
and  other  painful  fymptoms  of  the  anus,  than 
any  I  had  ever  yet  met  with.  It  generally  gives 
fome  immediate  eafe ;  flays  all  night,  without 
any  inconvenience ;  comes  away  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  fometimes  with  a  natural  ftool,  fometimes 
without ;  feldom  brings  away  any  live  animals, 
but  fometimes  dead  ones,  or  a  vifeid  and  flimy 
matter.  I  am  inclined  to  think  the  glyflers 
might  be  exhibited  in  double  quantity,  without 
inconvenience,  if  found  neeeffary;  but  I  have 

not  vet  tried  it. 

& 

!l. 
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*  / 

Iy>  Camphorae  dr.  i.  olei  olivarum  ii.  unc.  ‘M* 


ut  fiat  folutio  pro  enemate,  hora  decubitus  om- 


ni  node  ad  tertiam  vicem  injiciendo.  Deinde 
repetatur  enema  alternis  nodibus  ad  quartam 
vicem,  fi  opus  fuerit. 


XII. 


Qbfervations  on  the  Plague,  Quarantines,  &c.  in 
a  Letter  from  Dr  Matthew  Guthrie,  Phyfician 
at  St  Peterfburgh,  to  Dr  Duncan. 

f 

OME  time  ago,  I  did  myfeif  the  pleafure  to 


kJ?  fend  you  a  fmail  bag  of  the  rhododendron 
chryfanthum,  from  the  mountains  of  Siberia, 
to  make  trial  of  in  your  Difpenfary,  in  gouty 

and  rheumatic  cafes,  which  I  fee  has  been  re- 

. 

ceived,  by  your  inferring  an  extrad  of  my  let¬ 
ter  in  the  Medical  Commentaries.  I  fhould  be 
much  pleafed  to  fee  the  refult  of  fuch  experi¬ 
ments,  either  in  tire  fame  ufeful  publication,  or 
by  private  communication,  providing  your  many 
important  occupations  fhould  admit  of  a  fpare 
hour. 

In  the  mean  time,  I  fhall  take  the  liberty  to 
tranfmit  to  you  fome  remarks  upon  quarantines. 


and 


1 


I 
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and  the  plague,  which  I  have  had  an  opportii* 
nity  of  colle&ing  at  the  Ruffian  army  in  parti- 
cular,  and  in  this  country  in  general,  which  has 
been  fo  feverely  vifited  with  this  fcourge  of  man¬ 
kind  fome  years  ago.  I  had  long  entertained 
an  opinion,  that  the  term  of  quarantine,  as  efta- 
biiffied  in  the  feveral  countries  of  Europe,  was 
unneceffarily  long,  and  that  from  this  circum- 
ftance  it  defeated,  in  a  manner,  its  own  end  $ 
but  I  was  much  confirmed  in  my  way  of  think¬ 
ing,  by  finding  men  of  the  greateft  pra&ice  and 
experience,  whom  I  confulted  on  the  fubject  at 
the  army  in  1772,  (where  I  had  been  carried 
by  profeffional  duty),  of  the  fame  opinion. 
However,  even  thus  emboldened  to  fpeak,  I  do 
not  believe  I  ffiould  have  had  courage  to  make 
an  attack  on  laws  that  have  had  the  fan&ion  of 
ages,  if  I  had  not  the  authority  of  the  great 
Cullen  on  my  fide,  who  has  expreffed  fimi- 
lar  fentiments,  in  his  new  publication,  Firft 
Lines  of  the  Pra&ice  of  Phyfic ;  and  I  ffiall 
therefore  cover  my  remarks  with  the  paffiage 
alluded  to,  when  treating  of  the  plague.  He 
expreffes  himfelf  thus : 

“  With  refpefl  to  quarantines,  we  are  per- 
cs  fuaded,  that  the  quarantine  of  perfons  may 

66  fafely 
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*c  fafely  be  much  lefs  than  forty  days ;  and  if 
44  this  was  allowed,  the  execution  of  them  would 
cc  be  more  exad  and  certain,  and  the  tempta- 
“  tion  to  break  them  would  be  in  a  great  mea- 
44  fure  avoided;” 

Chance  threw  in  my  way  an  excellent  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  examining  into  the  merits  of  this  opi¬ 
nion,  by  confulting  the  Phyficians  and  Surgeons 
of  the  Ruffian  army,  lying  in  the  conquered 
Turkiffi  provinces  of  Moldavia  and  Walachia, 
where  the  plague  ever  obtained  more  or  lefs 
during  the  whole  war,  and  at  the  beginning  ra¬ 
ged  with  deftrudive  violence ;  and  on  addref- 
fmg  myfelf  to  Baron  Affi,  Phyfician-general,  I 
had  an  anfwer  that  met  my  ideas  on  the  fub- 
jeft. 

I  fuggefted  to  him  a  doubt  of  the  poffibility, 
that  the  very  adive  contagion  of  the  plague 
could  remain  fo  long  latent  in  the  body  as  the 
quarantine  of  perfons  feemed  to  imply,  and  that 
it  appeared  to  me  to  be  founded  on  an  imper¬ 
fect  knowledge  of  the  difeafe,  drawn  from  a  pe¬ 
riod  of  ignorance,  or  of  general  confternation 
^nd  terror. 

His  anfwer  was,  that  he  did  not  think  it  pof- 
fible  that  the  contagious  matter  of  this  violent 

difeafe 
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difeafe  could  lurk  longer  in  the  body  than  four¬ 
teen  days,  without  declaring  itfelf  on  or  before 
that  period  ;  but  that,  from  his  own  obfervation 
and  experience,  he  could  not  take  it  upon  him 
to  fay  that  it  could  be  concealed  fo  long.  Such 
were  likewife  the  anfwers  I  received  from  the 
other  medical  gentlemen  whom  I  confulted  up¬ 
on  the  fubjed.  Some  gave  a  little  more  lati¬ 
tude,  and  fome  lefs,  (as  it  can  only  be  a  matter 
of  opinion),  but  none  exceeded  fourteen  days, 
and  few  came  up  to  it. 

The  difficulty  of  afcertaining  the  exad  time 
when  the  infection  is  received,  and  confequently 
the  interval  that  takes  place  before  the  attack  of 
the  peftilential  fever,  mu  ft  appear  upon  the  face 
of  the  cafe,  except  experiments  were  to  be  made 
on  purpofe,  which  is  fcarcely  to  be  expeded. 
However,  the  intrepidity  of  a  fingle  man  has 
thrown  fome  light  upon  the  matter. 

This  was  Mathias  Degio,  one  of  the  furgeons 
of  the  hofpital  at  Buchareft,  a  building  appro¬ 
priated  to  the  cure  of  the  plague  in  the  P^uffian 
army.  Pie,  perceiving  the  gentlemen  of  his 
profeffion  condemned,  in  a  manner,  to  death, 
if  punctual  in  their  duty,  had  the  refolution  to 
inoculate  himfelf  for  the  plague,  in  the  full  con¬ 
fidence 
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fidence  of  its  efficacy,  and  ever  afterwards  found 
himfelf  invulnerable,  whilft  his  companions  a- 
round  him  were  falling  victims  to  its  fury. 

He  produced  the  difeafe,  by  inferring  with 
the  point  of  a  lancet,  under  the  epidermis  of  his 
arm,  matter  from  a  peftiferous  abfcefs,  and  fol¬ 
lowed  the  cold  regimen  obferved  in  the  final! 
pox,  as  he  had  imitated  its  mode  of  inoculation, 
Qn  the  fourth  day  of  the  pun&ure  the  fever  de¬ 
clared  itfelf,  and  he  being  perfedly  devoid  of 
fear,  got  through  the  difeafe,  without  feeling 
more  inconveniency  than  if  it  had  really  been 
that  which  he  imitated.  He  drank  freely  of 
cold  water,  with  vinegar,  or  a  little  wine,  and 
kept  generally  out  of  doors.  This  beverage 
was  the  only  remedy  that  had  the  appearance 
of  medicine,  which  he  had  recourfe  to  ;  and  he 
relied  for  the  reft  on  air  and  Frovidence.  Now 
this  cafe  feems  to  point  out  the  fourth  day  after 
infertion,  as  the  period  that  the  difeafe  ffiews  it¬ 
felf  ;  however,  it  is  a  pity  that  this  fadfc  refts  up¬ 
on  one  experiment.  I  have  made  alfo  particu¬ 
lar  enquiries  concerning  the  plague  and  quaran¬ 
tines  amongfl  my  profeffional  brethren,  that 
furvived  the  deftru&ion  of  the  faculty  at  Mofcow; 
and  I  am  inclined  to  think,  from  the  whole  of 

their 
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their  information,  that  this  dangerous  difeafe 
finds  entrance  into  countries  either  by  means  of 
goods,  or  by  men  purchafing  the  connivance  of 
quarantine  guards,  to  pafs  at  an  early  period, 
without  having  undergone  fufficient  purifica¬ 
tion,  with  the  very  garb  that  they  wore  in  the 
infected  kingdom,  and  probably  with  other  pro¬ 
perty  concealed  in  their  pockets,  and  about  their 
perfons ;  for  here  I  fuppofe  the  real  danger  lies, 
as  inanimate  matter  may  conceal  contagion  for 
a  length  of  time,  without  any  criterion  to  judge 
of  its  prefence  ;  and  I  am  told  this  accident  has 
fometimes  happened  in  this  country,  from  the 
natural  impatience  of  men  on  the  profpeft  of  fo 
long  a  reflraint,  hazarding  every  thing,  and  la- 
vifhing  their  money  to  elude  it.  Now,  it  is  pro¬ 
bable,  that  inflead  of  the  diflant  period  of  forty 
days,  (diflant  indeed  to  a  man  returning  to  his 
friends  and  country,  after  a  long  journey  and 
abfence),  if  the  duration  of  purification  was  re¬ 
duced  to  three  weeks,  and  made  more  effec¬ 
tual  by  bathing  and  well  cleaning  the  body  with 
foap  and  water,  fo  as  to  remove  every  adhering 
particle,  and  afterwards  dreffmg  them  in  clean 
clothes,  that  had  never  run  the  rifk  of  infedlion, 
inftead  of  the  inadequate  and  ineffedual  cere¬ 
mony 
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•mony  of  fmoaking.  Whilft  all  forts  of  perfonal 
property  fhould  remain  to  be  aired  and  purified 
with  the  other  goods,  except  money,  which  might 
undergo  the  operation  of  fcrubbing  with  its  pof- 
feffor,  before  being  allowed  to  circulate  through 
the  hands  of  the  public.  I  fay,  that  with  thefe 
precautions,  I  am  convinced  in  my  own  mind, 
that  the  quarantine  of  perfons  might  be  much 
fhortened,  without  danger  to  the  (late;  nay, 
that  the  danger  would  be  much  leffened,  by 
fuch  alteration  in  the  law,  from  the  temptation 
to  break  it  being  in  a  great  meafure  removed ; 
but  that  government,  at  the  fame  time,  cannot 
be  too  careful  in  airing  and  purifying  goods, 
and  even  perfonal  property  ;  although  I  fhould 
think  that  tnis  alfo  might  be  effe&ed  in  lefs 
time,  as  it  probably  depends  more  upon  the 
means  employed,  and  the  frequently  prefenting 
of  different  furfaces  to  the  air,  than  in  the  du¬ 
ration  of  fuch  labour.  I  fufpeft  that  religious 
fuperflition  has  had  fome  fhare  in  pointing  out 
exa&ly  forty  days. 

1 

I  (hall  now  give  you  what  particulars  I  learn¬ 
ed  with  regard  to  the  plague,  from  the  medical 
gentlemen  at  the  Ruffian  army,  and  from  other 
praftitioners  well  verfed  in  the  difeafe. 

Vox..  VIII.  Z  Sub/lance 
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Subjlance  of  Notes  taken  at  the  Russian  Army, 
Symptoms  of  the  Plague . 

The  Phyfician-general  informed  me,  that  on 
the  attack  of  the  difeafe,  the  patient  was  feized 
with  a  dull  pain  in  the  head,  refembling  the  ef¬ 
fect  of  phlogifton  from  charcoal  #,  accompanied 
with  a  fhivering  and  univerfal  weaknefs,  a  bit¬ 
ter  tafte  in  the  mouth,  naufea  and  a  heavy  in¬ 
flamed  eye.  Thefe  fymptoms  were  fucceeded 
by  a  vomiting,  and  a  bubo  or  bubos  made  their 
appearance  in  the  inguinal  or  fubaxillary,  and 
fometimes  parotid  glands,  but  always  lower 
down  than  where  the  venereal  bubos  appear. 
After  thofe  glandular  fwellings,  there  fometimes 
followed  livid-coloured  carbuncles  on  different 
parts  of  the  body,  even  on  the  bubos  themfelves; 
but  it  is  remarked,  that  if  the  hands  or  feet 
were  the  feat  of  them,  the  patient  feldom  or  ne- 

i 

ver  recovered.  Dr  Afh  alfo  obferved  them  to 

be 

*  I  have  endeavoured  to  defcrihe  the  effects  of  phlo¬ 
gifton  from  charcoal  on  the  human  body,  in  a  letter  to 
Dr  Prieftly,  an  extract  of  which  is  publifhed  in  the  69th 
volume,  I  believe,  of  the  TranfatStions  of  the  Royal  So¬ 
ciety  ;  and  have  adjoined  the  mode  of  cure,  as  praftifecf 
in  Ruffia,  where  the  accident  is  very  common. 
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be  attended  with  the  greateft  danger,  when  feat- 
ed  on  the  dorfal  fpine. 

If  medicine  did  not  relieve  the  patient  foon 
after  this  period,  a  delirium  came  on,  attended 
with  a  fmall  quick  pulfe,  and  convulfions  put 
an  end  to  the  patient’s  life.  Such  were  the 

•  t 

principal  fymptoms  of  the  plague,  in  the  hot  cli¬ 
mate  where  the  army  lay. 

The  mode  of  cure  which  they  found  the  moft 
effectual,  was  beginning  with  a  vomit  on  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  the  firft  fymptoms,  and  working  it 
off  with  acid  drinks.  If  the  naufea  and  bitter 
tafte  in  the  mouth  was  not  removed  by  the  firft, 
they  gave  a  fecond,  and  fometimes  a  third  and 
fourth ;  nay,  if  the  fymptoms  were  very  urgent, 
they  gave  two  or  three  in  the  fpace  of  twelve 
hours,  as  there  is  no  time  to  be  loft  in  this  dif- 
eafe  ;  for  they  did  not  find  this  fpecies  of  eva¬ 
cuation  fubjed  to  the  fame  objections  as  brifk 
purges,  which  a  man  in  the  plague  is  unable  to 
fupport ;  nay,  they  are  even  dangerous,  although 
he  bears  brifk  vomits,  and  a  repetition  of  them, 
when  the  nature  of  the  cafe  require  it.  The 
ftomach  thus  cleared,  they  gave  the  following 
powder  every  morning :  ]£..  Pulv.  rhei  elect, 
flor.  fulph.  aa  fcrup.  i.  ipecac,  gr.  iii.  M.  f. 

Z  2  pulv.  y 
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pulv. ;  and  every  hour,  1^..  Camphor  gr.  ii.  nitr, 
pur.  gf.  v.  M.  f.  pulv. ;  and  if  codive,  a  laxa¬ 
tive  glyder  was  adminidered  every  evening, 
eompofed  of  decoft.  flor.  chamomel.  cum  acet. 
vini,  with  or  without  foap,  according  to  circum- 
ftances. 

The  head,  temples  and  bubos  were  frequent¬ 
ly  bathed  with  warm  vinegar,  and  the  lad  urged 
to  fuppuration,  with  emollient  catapladns  but 
in  cafe  they  were  found  to  baffle  all  attempts  to 
bring  them  forward,  they  were  then  fcarified  or 
extirpated,  and  the  patient  ordered  to  drink 
plentiful  of  aq.  calcis.  Bark  was  given  after 
evacuation,  joined  to  the  flor.  fulph.  in  the 
proportion  of  one  ounce  of  the  fir  A  to  one 
dram  of  the  fecond,  divided  into  fixteen  pow¬ 
ders,  and  taken  in  twentyTour  hours.  When 
delirium  came  on,  bliflers  were  applied  to  the 
legs  and  arms,  and  camphor  given  largely. 
Vegetable  and  mineral  acids  were  indifcrimi- 
nately  ufed ;  but  they  found  the  vegetable  tq 
remain  upon  the  domach  fometimes,  when  the 
mineral  was  thrown  up ;  and  of  the  latter,  they 
preferred  the  vitriolic.  They  gave  acidulated 
drinks  in  quantity  through  the  whole  difeafe, 

S' 
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and  the  food  confided  of  acidulated  water- 
gruel,  and  fruit  when  they  could  procure  any. 

The  air  of  the  room  was  kept  charged  as 
much  as  poffible  with  acetous  vapours ;  and  the 
Do&or  concluded  this  outline  of  their  mode  of 
cure,  by  remarking,  that  while  the  bitter  tade 
continued,  there  was  little  hopes  of  the  difeafe 
abating. 

The  other  medical  gentlemen  agreed  fo  clofe- 
!y  in  their  accounts  with  their  chief,  that  I  have 
thrown  the  whole  into  one  narration. 

Since  my  return  to  Peterfburg,  I  have  got 
tome  information  from  gentlemen,  who  ferved 
all  the  lafl  War  in  the  plague  hofpitals,  but  whom 
I  did  not  meet  with  at  the  head  quarters  (JafTy) 
during  my  refidence  there. 

One  of  thofe  gentlemen,  Mr  George  Sinyth2 
iurgeon-major  of  the  Imperial  Land  cadet-corps 
of  Nobles,  to  which  I  am  Phyfician,  is  a  rare  in- 
fiance  of  a  man  furviving  two  different  attacks 
of  the  plague,  with  all  its  chara&eriftic  fymp- 
toms,  fuch  as  bubos,  carbuncles,  &c.  and  for 
this  reafon,  his  account  mud  be  intereding. 
The  method  of  cure  that  twice  faved  Mr  Smyth’s 
life,  and  what  he  ufed  to  his  patients,  during 
near  five  years  that  he  was  employed  in  treat- 
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Ing  this  difeafe,  was  beginning  with  a  ftrong  vo¬ 
mit,  compofed  of  pulv.  ipecac,  dr.  AT.  tart,  eme¬ 
tic.  gr.  i.  tart,  vitriolat.  fcrup.  i.  M.  f.  pulv.  This 
was  taken  for  a  dofe,  and  repeated  once  or 
twice,  as  the  cafe  required,  during  the  firft  two 
days,  and,  in  the  intervals,  was  given  an  opening 
ptifan  of  fru£t  tamerendor,  and  manna,  to  prevent 
conftipation.  When  thefe  evacuations  had  been 
made  for  a  couple  of  days,  or  fooner,  if  the 
fymptoms  were  urgent,  he  gave  the  bark  in 
quantity,  joined  to  the  flour  of  fulphur,  without 
lofing  time,  (as  he  exprefled  it),  with  camphor 

■■■  V  t 

and  nitre.  The  reft  of  his  pra&ice  agreed  fo 
exactly  with  what  is  given  above,  that  I  fhali 
only  add  fome  remarks  he  made  upon  the  dif- 
cafe. 

He  obferved,  that  the  carbuncles  are  a  more 
advanced  fymptom  of  the  plague  than  the  bu- 
bos,  and  a  fign  of  the  peftiferous  virus  being  in 
a  more  a&ive  and  malignant  ftate ;  and  as  for 
the  petechias  that  fometimes  appear  towards  the 
end  of  the  difeafe,  they  are  regarded  as  a  mark 
of  the  higheft  poflible  degree  of  malignity,  and 
as  heralds  of  approaching  death.  However, 
this  is  a  fymptom  that  we  are  accuftomed  to  fee 
in  putrid  difeafes  of  inferior  note,  where  I  be¬ 
lieve 
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Jieve  bubos  and  carbuncles  would  alarm  a  prac^ 
titioner  much  more.  He  alfo  obferved  with  Dr 
Afh,  and  the  other  gentlemen  at  the  army,  that 
the  pediferous  bubo  is  particularly  marked  by 
its  fituation  from  thofe  that  appear  in  other  dif- 
cafes,  and  is  perhaps  the  fured  method  of  di- 
dinguifhing  the  plague  in  fome  cafes  from  the 
putrid  malignant  fever  in  its  word  afpeCt  in 
warm  climates ;  although  it  mud  be  allowed, 
that  the  plague  fometimes  appears  without  this 
charaderidic  mark ;  and  then  the  Phyfician  can 
only  judge  from  the  violence  and  rapid  progrefs 
of  the  fymptoms.  He  alfo  faid,  he  had  feen 

i 

men  in  apparent  good  health,  indantaneoufly 
drop  down,  as  if  ihot  with  a  mulket-ball,  by  the 
fudden  aclion  of  the  pediferous  miafma,  and 
upon  duty  again  in  twenty-four  hours,  perfect¬ 
ly  recovered  by  the  operation  of  a  drong  vo¬ 
mit  t  This  looks  as  if  the  contagious  matter 
Cxided  in  a  very  loofe  date  in  the  fird  palfages, 
at  the  beginning  of  the  difeafe. 

The  Surgeon-major  of  the  Imperial  Convent 
of  Noble  Ladies,  is  alfo  a  veteran  army-furgeon, 
and  made  a  few  additional  remarks  to  me  upon 
the  difeafe.  He  faid,  that  the  carbuncles  which 
he  had  feen  in  that  divifion  of  the  army  where 

Z  4  he 
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he  ferved,  were  of  two  fizes ;  one  as  big  as  & 
pigeon’s  egg,  and  the  other  fomething  fmaller 
they  likewife  had  the  form  of  an  egg,  cut  longitu¬ 
dinally,  with  the  flat  furface  applied  to  the  bo¬ 
dy.  They  are  attended  with  more  or  lefs  dan¬ 
ger,  according  to  their  colour,  red,  or  livid  ; 
the  iafl:  is  more  dangerous  than  the  firft ;  but 
neither  the  one  nor  the  other  is  attended  with 
fo  much,  if  they  fuppurate,  as  when  dry.  That 
there  is  a  line  mod  didin&ly  drawn  between 
the  plague  and  malignant  fever,  by  the  impe- 
tuofity  and  violence  of  the  fymptoms,  when 
even  no  bubos  appear  ;  for  he  fays,  the  patient 
will  be  in  perfe£t  health  in  the  evening,  and  in 
the  morning  you  find  the  nervous  fydem,  in 
fuch  a  date  of  debility  and  diforder,  that  with 
difficulty  you  can  get  anfwers  to  the  neceflary 
medical  quedions. 

His  own  practice,  and  that  of  the  hofpital  which 
he  attended,  confided  in  giving  a  cold  turbid  in» 
fufion  of  the  bark  in  vinegar  in  large  dofes  of  two 
drams  (fubdance)  every  two  hours,  as  foon  as 
the  firft  paffages  were  cleared  ;  and  he  feldom 
gave  purges,  except  when  the  vomit  did  not 
procure  a  dool,  which  was  ipecacuanha  in  fub- 
danee. 

• You 
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You  will  obferve,  that  thofe  gentlemen  lay  a 
ftrefs  upon  diftinguifhing  the  plague  from  the 
word  fort  of  malignant  fever  in  hot -countries  ; 
and  it  is  not  without  reafon,  as  bad  confequences 
have  attended  confounding  of  them  on  the 
breaking  out  of  the  plague.  I  am  credibly  in¬ 
formed,  that  the  great  havock  made  in  Mofcow 
was  principally  owing  to  this  circumdance ;  for 
it  obtained  fome  time  before  difcovered  by 
gentlemen  unacquainted  with  the  difeafe,  and 
before  they  would  acknowledge  its  exigence, 
although  fome  veteran  army  practitioners  recog* 
nized  its  appearance,  under  one  of  its  forms, 
and  endeavoured  to  alarm  their  brethren,  but 
in  vain  for  a  time. 

As  an  appendix  to  thefe  fev/  outlines  of  the 
Ruffian  plague,  I  (hall  give  fome  paffages  of  a 
fpeech  that  I  heard  Baron  Afh  deliver  lad  year, 
on  being  elected  a  member  of  our  Imperial  Aca¬ 
demy  of  Sciences,  as  it  falls  into  my  fubjeCL 
This  harangue  was  on  the  advantages  that  fci~ 
ence  in  general,  and  medicine  in  particular,  have 
acquired  from  war. 

He  faid,  that  at  the  Ruffian  army  lad  war, 
the  medical  gentlemen  had,  by  long  obferva- 
tion,  and  repeated  experiment,  afcertained,  that 
s  the 
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the  plague  does  not  depend  upon  any  particular 
conftitution  of  the  air,  but  is  communicated 
only  by  contad  ;  and  they  had  repeatedly  fuc- 
ceeded  in  fuppreffing  it  in  different  divifions  of 

i 

the  army,  by  the  immediate  reparation  of  the 
infeded  with  their  attendants,  and  burning 
every  thing  belonging  to  them,  or  that  they  had 
touched. 

That  they  found  the  greateft  advantage  ac- 

/ 

crue  to  the  army,  from  keeping  the  foldiers  in 
ignorance  of  its  exiftence,  till  fuppreffed  ;  for, 
by  this  means,  they  preferved  their  peace  of 
mind,  and  health  of  body  ;  and  they  found  an 
exad  military  difcipline,  the  bed  prefervative 
again  ft  the  difeafe.  For  the  cure  of  thofe  in¬ 
feded,  they  found  the  cold  regimen,  a  free  cir¬ 
culation  of  air,  vegetable  and  mineral  acids, 
ipecacuanha,  rhubarb  and  bark,  to  be  the  pro- 
pereft  remedies.  That  to  purify  the  air  in  hoF 
pitals  appropriated  for  their  reception,  gun¬ 
powder  was  found  moft  efficacious,  probably 
from  the  commotion  given  to  the  air  in  explo- 
fion,  over  and  above  its  adion  in  common  with 
other  fumes. 

To  refill  infedion,  courage  and  fortitude  of 
mind  is  neceffary,  as  confternation  and  terror 
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fcem  to  prepare  the  body  for  the  reception  of 
the  difeafe. 

In  heated  rooms,  the  difeafe  is  ungovern¬ 
able  ;  it  is  only  in  free  air  that  it  is  to  be  treat¬ 
ed.  '  1 

The  Baron  then  faid  a  great  deal  in  favour 
of  inoculation  of  the  plague,  in  cafes  of  dan¬ 
ger  from  infedion,  and  fupported  his  opinion 
with  the  cafe  of  Mathias  Degio  given  above  > 
and  the  analogy  that  has  been  obferved  between 
the  plague,  fmall-pox,  and  the  contagious  dif¬ 
eafe  that  fo  often  attacks  horned  cattle,  a  fpecies 
of  animals  fo  neceffary  to  agriculture,  and  the 
general  ufe  of  man  ;  he  faid,  that  a  number  of 
enlightened  men  had  endeavoured  to  find  a  re¬ 
medy  for  thefe  different  evils,  and  that  they  had 
as  yet  found  nothing  to  anfwer  equal  to  inocu¬ 
lation  ;  and  mentioned  a  fet  of  fortunate  expe¬ 
riments  made  lad  year  by  Mr  Schumacher,  in 
different  parts  of  the  dutchy  of  Mecklenburg, 
to  inoculate  horned  cattle  for  the  contagious 
difeafe  fo  fatal  to  them,  which  are  well  worth 
the  attention  of  the  public,  and  to  be  found  in 
a  treatife,  written  in  the  German  language,  and 
publifhed  at  Berlin  1779,  in  8vo,  entitled,  “  A 
“  Method  of  flopping  the  Danger  diredly  on 
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**  the  Appearance  of  the  Difeafe  amongfl:  horn- 
4C  ed  Cattle,  illuftrated  by  Experiments  and 
Fads." 

And  fome  time  before,  the  late  learned  Pro- 
feffor  Erxleben  of  Gottingen,  had  alfo  publiffied 
another  upon  this  fubjed,  in  German,  at  Got¬ 
tingen,  entitled,  u  The  Art  of  curing  the  Dif- 
eafes  of  Cattle/*  Gottingen  1771.  8vo* 
Such,  good  Sir,  is  the  information  I  have 
been  able  to  obtain  in  this  Country,  of  a  difeafe 
that  Providence  has  been  pleafed  to  keep  at  a 
diftance  from  ours,  for  a  number  of  years ;  and 
that  very  reafon,-  is  the  only  one  I  fhall  offer  for 
fending  it,  as  Phyficians,  like  other  natural  phi- 
iofophers,  require  a  number  of  well  attefted 
fads,  to  form  opinions  upon  thofe  your  good 
fortune  has  denied  you  at  home  on  this  fubjed  3 
and  confequently,  I  prefume  they  mufl  be  ac¬ 
ceptable  from  abroad.  And  if  my  Ruffian  news 
can  give  you  any  fatisfadion,  I  fhall  take  a  plea- 
fure  in  communicating  them,  when  opportunity 
offers,  in  return  for  the  real  advantages  I  reap 

,  N  - 

from  the  perufal  of  your  ufeful  Commentaries, 
which  are  particularly  fo  to  us,  who  live  abroad, 
and  are,  at  the  fame  time,  anxious  to  know 

what 
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what  pafles  at  home  in  the  line  of  your  profef- 
fion. 

P.  S.  There  is  a  curious  fad,  which  I  recoi¬ 
led  in  the  Baron’s  fpeech ;  and  as  it  poflibly 

✓ 

may  not  be  generally  known  in  Great  Britain* 

I  (hall  mention  here :  “  That  the  Surgeons  of 
“  the  Pruffian  army  laft  war,  have  difcovered 
“  applications  with  cold  water,  to  be  the  moll 
cc  eftedual  remedy  in  violent  concuflions  of 
**  the  brain.”  This  application,  1  have  repeat* 
edly  ufed  with  fuccefs. 

This  fpeech  will  be  printed,  I  fuppofe,  in  the 
ads  of  the  Academy,  according  to  cuftom, 
the  harangue  of  a  new  member. 


$  E  C  T, 
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Medical  News. 


^  ^  *$**t**i*  *1*  *f*  <*  4*  4*  ^  $•  *£4*4*4*  ■*$"$' 


DR  Fitzpatrick  of  Dublin,  in  a  letter  to 
Dr  Duncan,  gives  the  following  remark- 
able  inftance  of  convulfive  affe&ions  in  two 

■•  1  1 

young  ladies,  being  induced  from  a  very  un¬ 
common  caufe : 

6C  I  was  called  to  a  Mrs  Bolger,  in  Ship- 
flreet,  in  the  year  1779,  who  was  violently  at¬ 
tacked  with  a  nervous  colic.  Its  violence  was 
fo  great  as  to  equal,  by  her  own  defcription, 
the  pains  of  labour,  but  of  much  longer  dura¬ 
tion,  being  completely  remittent ;  for  (he  was 
fcarce  ever  free  from  pain  for  two  days ;  but  at 
times,  the  paroxyfms  were  fo  fevere,  as  to  ren¬ 
der  it  difficult  to  keep  her  in  bed. 


Having 
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Having  occafion  to  vifit  two  young  ladies  of 
the  name  of  Noy,  about  two  hundred  yards 
from  Mr  Bolger’s  houfe,  who  were  then  highly 
feverilh,  and  in  the  eruptive  Itage  of  the  mealies; 
immediately  on  entering  their  chamber,  I  at¬ 
tempted  to  feel  one  of  the  young  ladies  pulfq, 
when  (he  fcreamed  out,  and  faid  Ihe  got  a  vio¬ 
lent  pain,  on  which  I  let  her  hand  loofe,  and 
went  to  the  other  fide  of  the  bed,  (imagining 
fhe  was  joking),  to  feel  the  other  lady’s  pulfe ; 
and  by  the  time  I  was  on  the  other  fide,  and 
feeling  the  filter’s  pulfe,  the  firlt  lady  was  com¬ 
pletely  convulfed,  and  the  fecond  cried  out  in 
the  fame  manner.  Their  limbs  were  drawn  up, 
and  their  arms  diftorted,  hands  clinched,  &c. 
But  the  fecond  lady’s  attack  was  very  trifling, 
when  compared  to  that  of  the  lady’s  whofe  pulfe 
I  firlt  felt ;  for  the  fecond  lady  rather  joked  on 
the  matter,  after  four  or  five  minutes ;  whereas 
the  firlt  was  fo  ill,  and  her  limbs  fo  convulfed 
for  near  an  hour,  as  to  render  it  neceffary  to 
hold  them,  and  to  adminifter  alTafcetid,  vale¬ 
rian,  and  fome  thebaic  tinfture,  before  the  parts 
w?ere  quieted  ;  from  which  time,  there  never  was 
any  fimilar  attack,  nor  did  it  ever  happen  be¬ 
fore. 

The 
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The  following  conjecture  may  perhaps  af* 
ford  fome  explanation  of  this  fingular  affec¬ 
tion. 

I  fuppofe,  that  a  redundance  of  eledtrical  fluids 
or  animal  fpirit,  was  irregularly  circulating  in 
Mrs  Bolger,  and  that  I  became  the  conductor 
of  that  fluid,  being,  as  it  were,  infulated  on  dry 
or  parched  flags,  which  continue  all  the  way 
from  Mrs  Bolger5s  to  Mifs  Noys ;  and  that  fo 
loon  as  I  arrived  there,  and  had  applied  my  fin¬ 
ger  to  the  lady’s  wrift,  that  flie  was  immediate- 

.  i  » 

ly  affiedted ;  but  that  on  going  to  the  other  fide 

of  the  bed,  the  matter  was  likewife  conveyed, 

*» 

but  not  fo  ftrong,  as  it  was  in  fome  meafure  ex- 
haufted  in  the  touch  of  the  firft  lady.  I  have 
heard,  that  the  application  of  live  pigeons  to 
the  navel  of  children  labouring  under  convul- 
five  complaints  of  the  bowels,  has  relieved 
them,  and  that  the  pigeons  have  inflantly  be¬ 
come  convulfed  ;  but  it  is  neceflary  to  remove 
the  feathers  from  the  part  of  the  pigeon  that  is 
to  be  applied  :  I  fuppofe  becaufe  feathers  are 
non-conduCtors.  If  this  be  a  fadt,  may  we  not 
fuppofe,  that  the  redundant  eledtric  fluid,  or  a- 
nimai  fpirit,  is  conveyed  to  the  pigeon,  and  fo 
caufes  the  convulfed, motion  in  him,  whilft  the 

infant 
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ihfant  is  freed  from  the  diforder  ?  And  may  not 
this  be  an  tifeful  hint  to  Phyficians,  in  refpeft 
to  cautioning  them  againfl  what  I  was  guilty  of? 
Or  might  not  the  eruptive  flage  of  the  meafles 
difpofe  the  Mifs  Noys  to  be  affe&ed,  as  we 
fometimes  obferVe  a  fimiliar  fymptom  in  the  e- 
ruption  of  the  fmall  pox  ?  Or  might  not  the  ge¬ 
neral  irritability,  heightened  by  the  fever,  dif¬ 
pofe  them  to  be  attacked  ?” 

*  *  *  # 

4 

l 

Dr  Pearfon,  Phyfician  at  Doncafter*  in  a  let- 
ter  to  Dr  Duncan,  gives  the  following  account 
of  the  refult  of  a  number  of  experiments  which 
he  has  made  on  the  air  contained  in  the  Bux¬ 
ton  waters.  Although  we  have  reafon  to  hope 
that  Dr  Pearfon  may  foon  publifh  the  ex¬ 
periments  themfelves,  yet  as  his  fentiments 
are  very  different  from  the  opinions  which 
have  hitherto  been  entertained  on  that  fubje£t$ 
the  following  fhort  view  may  in  the  mean  time 
be  of  fome  ufe,  both  in  gratifying  curiofity,  and 
in  prompting  others  to  exert  their  induftry  on 
the  fame  fubjefr. 

<c  From  the  fpaces  between  the  pavement  of 
the  floor  of  the  bath  at  Buxton,  through  which 
the  water  fprings  into  the  bath,  a  vapour  or  air  is 

Vol.  VIII.  A  a  feen 
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feen  pretty  frequently  to  arife  in  bubbles  of  a 
larger  or  fmaller  fize,  and  in  a  larger  or  fmaller 
number,  that  pafs  immediately  through  the 
body  of  water  to  the  furface,  and  there  burft 

and  efcape. 

Thefe  bubbles  of  air  may  be  colle&ed  in  great 
quantities,  by  placing  inverted  bottles  and  fun¬ 
nels  full  of  water,  and  immerfed  in  the  bath, 
over  the  parts  of  the  floor  of  the  bath  where 
they  are  apt  to  arife. 

The  air  fo  collefted  has  the  following  amongft 
other  properties : 

1.  If  to  two  meafures  of  this  air  be  added  one 
meafure  of  nitrous  air,  there  will  be  no  colour, 
turbid  appearance,  or  heat  produced  by  fuch 
mixture  \  nor  any  diminution  take  place  imme¬ 
diately  or  by  (landing  together. 

2.  It  is  fatal  to  animals  the  inflant  they 

breathe  in  it. 

3.  It  extinguifhes  flame  immediately. 

4.  It  will  not  combine  with  water  or  with 
cauftic  ley,  although  the  combination  be  aflifled 
by  heat  and  agitation. 

5.  It  does  not  difturb  the  tranfparency  of 

lime-water,  ,  ' 

6.  Vegetables 
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6.  Vegetables  live  in  greater  health  and  vi¬ 
gour,  and  grow  more  luxuriantly,  than  in  com* 
mon  refpirable  air,  either  in  the  open  air,  or  un¬ 
der  fimilar  circumftances  of  confinement,  &c. 

7.  It  has  no  power  of  diminifhing  or  remo¬ 
ving  the  foetor  of  putrid  animal  mufcles. 

8.  After  being  transfufed  through  water,  or 
lime-water,  or  cauftic  ley,  thirty  or  forty  times* 
its  quantity  is  not  diminifhed,  nor  its  properties 
changed. 

I  fhould  have  obferved,  that  the  water,  when 
frefli  drawn  from  the  well  or  bath,  exhibits 
fmall  beads  or  bubbles,  that  adhere  to  the  Tides 
of  the  giaftes,  and  which  efcape  or  difappear  by 
Handing  in  the  ordinary  heat  of  the  air.  Thefe 
beads  are  the  above  air.  This  air  has  been  hi¬ 
therto  affirmed,  in  the  moft  pofitive  manner,  to 
be  fixed  air. 

Air  is  alfo  feparated  from  Buxton  water  by 
boiling. 

Air  fo  feparated, 

1.  Does  not  combine  with  water  or  cauftic 

ley-  ' 

2.  Does  not  render  lime-water  turbid. 

3.  Two  meafures  of  this  air  added  to  one 
meafure  of  nitrous  air,  always  produces  an 

A  a  2  orange- 
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orange-colour,  turbid  appearance,  and  heat  for 
a  few  feconds,  and  a  diminution  of  quantity. 
Sometimes  the  diminution  is,  after  a  few  days 
Handing,  two  meafures  and  one  ninth ;  at  others, 
two  meafures  and  fix  or  feven  ninths. 

4.  Animals  always  live  a  much  fhorter  time 
in  this  air  than  in  common  air,  and  fometimes 
are  killed  by  it  in  a  few  minutes. 

The  water  that  affords  this  air  by  boiling,  and 
which  has  been  boiled  fome  time  after  it  ceafes 
to  yield  this  air,  precipitates  lime  from  lime- 
water  as  copioufly  as  before,  and  requires  as 
large  a  proportion  of  lime-water  to  feparate  the 
fixed  air  in  the  water  as  before  boiling. 

Matlock  water,  another  warm  mineral  water 
in  Derbyfhire,  contains  about  two  ounce-mea- 
fures  of  air,  of  greater  purity  than  common  air, 
in  eight  wine-quarts  of  water ;  and  feven  or 
eight  ounce-meafures  of  fixed  air  in  the  fame 
quantity  of  water.  The  firft  is  feparated  by 
boiling  the  water ;  the  latter,  by  faturating  the 
fixed  air  with  lime-water,  and  afterwards  de¬ 
co  mpofing  the  fediment  by  acids.” 

#  #  *  # 

Dr  Biffet,  Phyfician  at  Knayton,  in  a  letter  to 
Dr  Duncan,  gives  the  following  account  of  fe- 

veral 
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veral  remarkable  particulars  refpeCting  an  old 
woman  in  that  neighbourhood. 

“  On  the  24th  of  Augufl  1781,  I  called  at  the 
poor-houfe  in  Borrowby,  a  village  fituated  on 
the  declivity  of  a  hill  in  this  neighbourhood,  to 
fee  Mary  Wood,  a  poor  woman,  who  is  ninety- 
eight  years  and  five  months  old.  After  taking 
the  outlines  of  her  face,  and  a  half  length,  I 
afked  her  feveral  queftions,  her  anfwers-to 
which  afforded  the  following  information.  Her 
mother,  who  lived  at  Kirby  Steven,  in  Weft- 
moreland,  attained  the  age  of  112  years ;  and 
Mary  Wood  experts  to  live  precifely  to  the 
fame  age.  She  does  not  remember  her  father, 
who  died  young.  Mary  has  been  affeCted  with 
a  cough  as  far  back  as  fhe  can  remember  5  but 
fhe  thinks  it  began  in  the  fifteenth  year  of  her 
age  ;  about  the  fame  time,  or  in  fome  time  after 
the  onfet  of  the  chronic  habitual  cough,  her 
miftrefs,  who  chewed  a  little  tobacco,  advifed 
Mary  to  adopt  the  fame  remedy  for  her  cough, 
which,  I  fuppofe,  was  moift,  or  attended  with  an 
expectoration  of  fome  phlegm,  as  it  is  now.  She 
has  chewed  tobacco  ever  fince,  and  has  a  fmall 
chew  always  in  her  mouth,  except  when  fhe  eats 
or  fleeps.  Though  an  immoderate  or  frequent 

A  a  3  ufe 
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ufe  of  tobacco,  either  by  chewing  or  fmoking, 
efpecially  when  it  is  attended  with  a  copious 
fpitting  of  faiiva,  generally  palls  the  appetite, 
and  occafions  ingefted  food  to  defcend  into  the 
fmall  inteflines  before  it  is  fufficiently  digefled, 
and  by  confequence  debilitates  the  body,  and  in 
procefs  of  time  gives  rife  to  many  bad  effe&s ; 
yet  its  effe&s  with  Mary  Wood  are  precifely  the 
reverfe  :  For,  if  from  poverty  fhe  happens  to  be 
deprived  of  tobacco  during  the  fpace  of  two  or 
three  days,  fhe  becomes  low-fpirited,  deje&ed, 
inappetent,  and  feeble,  and  is  either  unable 
or  unwilling  to  get  up ;  and  (he  would  probably 
foon  die,  were  fhe  to  be  totally  deprived  of  it. 
But  on  being  enabled,  through  the  bounty  of 
fome  curious  vifitor,  to  refume  the  chewing  of 
her  beloved  tobacco,  her  fibres  are  again  in- 
ftantly  braced  up,  her  appetite,  which  is  gene¬ 
rally  very  good,  returns,  and  her  health  is  com¬ 
pletely  re-eftablifhed.  Indeed,  as  (lie  is  forced 
to  be  very  frugal  of  her  tobacco,  fhe  takes  but 
a  fmall  chew  into  her  mouth  at  a  time;  and  it  is 
probable  that  tobacco,  on  being  ufed  fparingly 
in  this  manner,  might  prove  ferviceable  in  fome 
cafes,  particularly  to  perfons  that  are  naturally 
(irong,  but  affe&ed  with  a  moift  aflhma.  I  was 

informed 
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informed  by  an  old  man  who  had  for  many 
years  been  adhmatic,  that  he  had  taken  various 
medicines  for  the  diforder ;  but  that  the  fre¬ 
quent  chewing  of  a  little  tobacco,  and  fwallow- 
ing  a  little  of  the  fpittle  fometimes,  was  the 
only  remedy  from  which  he  reaped  any  benefit; 
and  that  he  was  accudomed  formerly,  on  being 

1  ■  % 

greatly  opprefled  with  the  adhma,  to  fwallow  as 
much  of  the  fpittle  in  a  morning,  fading,  as  fuf- 
ficed  to  excite  vomiting,  which  always  afforded 
the  mod  immediate  relief.  Mary  Wood  is  not 
liable  to  fpit  faliva  in  chewing  tobacco. 

She  was  twice  married,  and  had  five  children, 
who  all  died  young.  Half  a  year  ago  die  got 
twelve  molar  teeth,  modly  in  the  lower  jaw, 
eight  of  which  only  are  now  remaining ;  and  as 
they  are  ail  fomewhat  loofe,  it  is  doubtful  whe¬ 
ther  they  originate  from  fockets*  or  only  from 
the  gum  or  periodeum.  The  gums  of  fome  old 
people  become  callous,  fo  as  to  enable  them  to 
eat  hard  bifeuit ;  and  it  is  well  known,  that  the 
periodeum  is  apt,  in  particular  places,  to  offify. 
I  felt,  with  my  finger,  two  fmall  (harp  teeth  in  the 
anterior  part  of  the  gum  of  the  upper  jaw,  that 
cut  within  a  week  pad.  She  fits  up  during  the 
greater  part  of  the  day,  and  eats  with  a  good 
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appetite,  whether  up  or  in  bed,  fuch  food 
as  other  poor  people  in  the  poor-houfe  are  fer- 

(  N 

ved  with  :  She  loves  butchers  meat,  and  de- 
lights  in  the  fatteft  pieces :  but  fhe  lives  moftly 

on  milk  and  bread,  and  oat-meal  and  milk ;  fhe 

1  • 

drinks  butter-milk  as  often  as  fhe  can  procure 
it,  and  her  common  drink  is  groundivy-tea. 
She  has  formerly  been  affeded  with  a  wander¬ 
ing  rheumatifm  in  a  finail  degree  ;  and  would 
certainly  have  been  affeded  in  a  higher  degree 
with  it,  or  with  a  more  grievous  difeafe,  if  fhe 
had  been  exempt  from  an  habitual  cough,  with 
fpitting  of  phlegm.  About  twenty  years  ago, 
fhe  loft  the  fight  of  her  left  eye,  from  a  violent 
inflammation  of  it,  which  was  attended  with  a 
vehement  headach,  being  an  ophthalmy  of  the 
.  whole  ball  of  the  eye,  which  is  now  funk.  She 
imagines  it  was  occafioned  by  a  large  hail-ftone 
which  hit  the  eye.  She  now  fees  but  imperfedly 
with  the  right  eye  ;  but  her  hearing  is  tolerably 
good.  She  lies  much  in  bed;  but  her  fleeps  are 
neither  long  nor  very  found,  as  they  are  often 
interrupted  by  fits  of  coughing,  which  always 
terminate  by  the  expedoration  of  fome  phlegm  : 
Indeed  long  fleeps  would  have  difagreeable  ef- 
feds,  by  fuffering  phlegm  to  accumulate. 
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At  three  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  when  I 
faw  her,  fhe  feemed  cheerful,  was  healthy, 
breathed  with  perfect  eafe,  and  walked  with 
great  facility  with  the  aid  of  a  flick,  her  loins 
and  head  being  pretty  ereft :  but  the  dorfal 
vertebras  are  fomewhat  prominent  outward,  but 
equally,  in  the  form  of  an  arch,  no  one  vertebra 
being  more  prominent  than  another ;  but  this 
curvature  is  not  of  an  old  date,  as  (he  v/as  for¬ 
merly  (Iraight ;  and  fhe  has  been  rather  tall  for 
a  woman,  and  ftrong  in  proportion  to  her 
height. 

She  is  affe&ed  in  fome  degree  with  dizzinefs, 
a  complaint  mo  ft  incident  to  old  people  ;  and 
though  her  breathing  is  perfectly  free  and  eafys 
yet  file  cannot  lie  with  her  head  low,  but  is  un¬ 
der  a  necefTity  of  having  it  propped  up,  doubt- 
lefs  that  fhe  may  expectorate  with  moa  facility 
when  attacked  by  a  fit  of  coughing.  Her  pulfe 
is  large,  fomewhat  hard,  and  quick  and  the 
flrokes  are  ftrong,  free,  and  equal  7aei>. 
I  firft  felt  her  pulfe,  it  beat  near  ;  hundred 
flrokes  in  a  minute  ;  but  as  I  thought  fhe  1  gb 
be  fluttered  a  little  by  my  prefence,  I  called 
again  in  half  an  hour,  and  after  fitting  down  by 
her  for  fome  little  time  on  a  bench  at  the  door 

'  and 
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and  afking  fome  farther  queflions,  when  fhe  ap¬ 
peared  calm  and  compofed,  I  counted  her  pulfe 
again ;  it  then  beat  eighty  times  in  a  minute ; 
and  this  I  take  to  be  the  common  ftandard  of 
her  pulfe.  Her  third:  has  in  general  been 
greater  than  ufual ;  owing,  I  fuppofe,  partly  to 
the  conftant  chewing  of  tobacco,  and  partly  to 
the  quicknefs  of  her  pulfe ;  but  her  tongue  is 
moifl  and  well-coloured,  as  it  is  generally  in  ca¬ 
tarrhal  affedions  with  fpitting.  She  is  fo  tem¬ 
perate  in  her  body,  notwithftanding  the  uncom¬ 
mon  qukknefs  of  her  pulfe,  that  fhe  never 
requires  any  laxative  medicine.  The  tobacco  is 
probably  conducive  towards  promoting  this 
good  effed.  As  her  face  is  rather  plump,  it  is 
not  greatly  wrinkled,  her  forehead  excepted. 
On  the  whole,  may  it  not  be  inferred,  that 

Mary  Wood  has  been  in  fome  degree  phthifical 

( 

from  the  fifteenth  year  of  her  age,  that  is,  du¬ 
ring  the  fpace  of  eighty-three  years?  I  make 
no  doubt  but  fhe  has  an  hereditary  latent  fcro- 
p bnlous  taint,  which  has  been  repreffed  by 
Wong  fibres,  joined  with  temperance  ;  and  it  is 
probable  that  one  or  more  of  her  children,  had 
v  lived  to  a  more  advanced  age,  would  have 

been 
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been  affefted  with  a  fcrophula,  or  died  con- 
fumptive.3* 

#  #  *  # 

A  botanical  fociety  at  Lichfield,  have  under¬ 
taken  to  publifh  a  literal  tranflation  of  the  Ge¬ 
nera  and  Species  Plantar  urn  of  Linnaeus.  Our 
readers  will  be  able  to  form  fome  idea  of  this 
Work  from  the  following  preface  of  the  tranfla- 
tors. 

\  1  i 

“  The  future  improvements  in  agriculture,  in 
medicine,  and  in  many  inferior  arts,  as  of  dy¬ 
ing,  tanning,  varnifhing,  with  mary  of  the 
more  important  manufactures,  as  of  paper,  li¬ 
nen,  cordage,  muff  principally  arife  from  the 
knowledge  of  botany .  For  how  can  we  afcer- 
tain  the  more  recondite  properties  of  bodies, 
without  fir  ft  being  enabled  to  diftinguifh  them 
from  each  other  ?  From  the  want  of  this  fcience, 
almoft  all  the  medicines,  and  many  of  the  arts 
of  the  ancients,  have  been  loft  to  their  depen¬ 
dents. 

The  labours  of  Linnaeus  are  generally  acknow¬ 
ledged  to  have  beft  fupplied  this  great  fource  of 
future  improvement,  and  yet  his  works  have  not 
hitherto  properly  appeared  in  the  Englifh  lan¬ 
guage.  Mr  Lee  indeed,  in  his  introduction  to 
botany,  has  well  tranflated  and  explained  many 
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parts  of  the  Philofophia  Botanica ;  Dr  Berken« 
hout  has  given  a  lexicon  of  terms  extracted 
from  the  fame  work ;  and  Mr  Milne  has  dif- 
pofed  a  great  part  of  it  with  other  botanical 
knowledge  into  the  form  of  a  dictionary.  Ail 
thefe  labours  have  their  merit ;  but  why  fhould 
not  the  works  themfelves  be  tranllated  into  our 
language  ?  The  concife  and  beautiful  arrange¬ 
ment,  for  which  they  are  fo  remarkable,  is  loft 
in  thefe  diffufe  explanations  of  them. 

Dr  Withering  has  given  a  Flora  Anglica  un¬ 
der  the  title  of  Botanical  Arrangements,’ and  in 
this  has  tranllated  parts  of  the  Genera  and  Spe¬ 
cies  Piantarum  of  Linnasus ;  but  has  entirely 
omitted  the  fexual  diftin&ions,  which  are  effen- 
tial  to  the  philofophy  of  the  fyftem  ;  and  has  in¬ 
troduced  a  number  of  Englifh  generic  names, 
which  either  bear  no  analogy  to  thofe  of  Lin¬ 
naeus,  or  are  derived  from  fuch  as  he  has  reject¬ 
ed,  or  has  applied  to  other  genera;  and  has 
thus  rendered  many  parts  of  his  work  unintel¬ 
ligible  to  the  Latin  botanift,  equally  difficult  to 
the  Englifh  fcholar,  and  loaded  the  fcience  with 
an  addition  of  new  words. 

We  propofe  to  give  a  literal  and  accurate 
tranflation  of  the  Genera  and  Species  Pianta¬ 
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rum  of  Linnaeus,  which  unfold  and  defcribe  the 
whole  of  his  ingenious  and  elaborate  fyftem  of 
vegetation.  The  terms  which  he  invented,  or 
appropriated  to  thofe  parts  of  vegetables,  which 
he  either  firft  difcovered,  or  on  which  his  fyftem 
is  ere&ed,  are  retained  in  the  tranflation  with 
Englifti  terminations.  As  new  ideas  require 
new  words  to  reprefent  them,  and  muft  there* 
fore  be  explained  to  the  young  botanift,  it  is  of 
no  confequence  from  what  language  they  are 
derived.  Thofe  therefore  already  in  ufe  are 
preferred  to  fuch  as  might  be  found  in  our  own 
language,  though  fimilar  in  their  primitive  fig. 
nification  ;  as  fuch  words  would  be  liable  to 
prefent  to  the  mind  their  vulgar  meaning,  which 
is  not  fufficiently  precife  for  the  purpofes  of 
fcience.  Thus,  calyx  is  ufed  by  Linnaeus  for 
the  green  cup  beneath  fome  flowers,  for  the 
fheath  from  which  others  burft  longitudinally, 
for  the  leaves  beneath  the  umbels  of  others,  for  ' 
the  hulks  of  grades,  the  catkins  of  willow,  net¬ 
tle,  &c.  the  veil  over  the  flowers  of  modes,  and 
the  fkin  beneath  the  heads  of  mufhrooms.  All 
this  muft  be  explained,  whether  it  is  reprefent- 
ed  by  the  word  calyx ,  or  by  the  word  impale¬ 
ment ;  which  latter,  though  ufed  by  fome  of  the 
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writers  above  mentioned,  is  as  difficult  to  the 
Englifh  fcholar,  as  the  word  calyx  ;  is  not  un¬ 
derhood  by  thofe  who  are  already  acquainted 
with  the  language  of  Linnaeus ;  and  does  not 
affih  the  young  botanifl  in  his  hudy  of  the  ori- 
ginal. 

So  the  word  legumen  means  a  pod,  in  which 
all  the  peas  or  feeds  are  attached  to  the  upper 
edge  or  future  ;  Jilt  qua  9  a  pod  in  which  they  are 
alternately  attached  to  the  upper  and  under  one. 
If  the  former  fhould  be  termed  fwad ,  and  the 
latter  pod ,  they  muff  hill  be  defined;  and  thus 
the  meaning  of  them  would  be  as  difficult  to 
acquire  by  the  Englifh  reader,  as  that  of  the 
words  legumen  and  filiqua;  and  would  be  fo  un¬ 
intelligible  to  the  Latin  botanih,  that  they  could 
not  converfe  together. 

Hence  we  have  retained  the  words  calyx  for 
fiower-cup ;  corol  for  bloffom ;  Jlamen  for  chive ; 
pijlil  for  pointal;  pericarp  for  fruit-vehel ;  and 
fome  other  technical  words ;  fuch  as  would  ne- 
ceffarily  be  ufed  in  an, Englifh  converfation  by 
botanihs  acquainted  with  the  original  of  Lin¬ 
naeus  :  For  the  explanation  of  thefe  we  muh  re¬ 
fer  the  reader  to  the  books  above  mentioned  ; 
and  muh  beg  leave  here  to  apprife  him  of  the 
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following  abbreviations  of  them :  Cal.  for  calyx; 
cor.  for  corol;  ftam.  for  ftamen;  pift.  for  piftil; 
per.  for  pericarp.  And  as  the  diminutives  of 
fome  of  thefe  are  fo  perpetually  neceffary  through 
the  courfe  of  the  work,  we  have  endeavoured 
to  form  them  fo  as  to  be  eafily  familiarized  to 
an  Englifh  ear,  and  equally  intelligible  to  the 
Latin  botanift :  as  leaf,  leaflet;  ffalk,  flalklet ; 
valve,  valvelet ;  tooth,  toothlet;  fpathe,  fpathe- 
let;  tube,  tubelet;  crown,  coronet ;  corol,  co- 
rollet;  calyx,  calycle;  divifion,  fubdivifion  :  Of 
fuch  diminutives  the  words  tablet,  ringlet,  rivu¬ 
let,  icicle,  particle,  &c.  are  in  daily  ufe. 

Linnreus  has  arranged  individual  vegetables 
into  families,  and  to  thefe  families  or  genera  he 
has  given  names ;  and,  as  there  are  perhaps  no 
generic  names  in  our  language,  we  have  uni- 
verfally  adopted  thofe  of  our  author ;  thus,  the 
words  triticum ,  hordeum ,  avena ,  feccile ,  are  fa¬ 
mily  names ;  which  include  variety  of  other 
grades,  as  well  as  the  wheat,  barley,  oats,  and 
rye,  which  we  cultivate  for  our  food ;  the  ge¬ 
neric  name  amygdalus  includes  the  peach  as  well 
as  the  almond ;  prunus  includes  the  cherry,  a- 
pricot,  and  laurel,  as  well  as  the  plumb ;  and 
pyrus  the  apple,  fweet -flowered  crab,  and  quince, 
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as  well  as  the  pear ;  whence  it  would  have  been 
produdive  of  much  confufion,  to  have  given 
any  of  thefe  Englifh  names  to  families,  which 
belong  to  individuals.  But  in  refped  to  the 
fpecies  or  individuals  of  plants,  where  the  tri¬ 
vial  name  is  expreffive  of  fome  peculiarity  of  the 
plant,  we  have  tranflated  it  by  an  equivalent 
Englifh  word  ;  where  it  is  merely  a  cognomen, 
the  word  ufed  by  Linnaeus  is  retained :  The  quo¬ 
tations  from  other  works  are  placed  in  the  in¬ 
dex-form,  as  our  author  has  difpofed  them  :  And 
the  bed  received  Englifh  names  are  added  in 
their  proper  places,  from  Miller,  Hudfon,  Light- 
foot,  and  referred  to  in  the  index  of  fynonimes. 
The  learned  reader  will  perceive,  that  we 
have  made  a  flight  change  in  the  condrudion 
of  the  fexual  didindions  of  the  claffes,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  greater  delicacy  of  modern  lan-* 
guage ;  hence  the  words,  one  male,  and  one 
female,  are  ufed  in  preference  to  one  virility, 
one  feminality.  In  regard  to  the  general  lan¬ 
guage,  we  have  endeavoured  to  copy  that  of 
Linnaeus  with  the  mod  fcrupulous  exadnefs % 
for  as  this  illudrious  naturalid  may  be  faid  to 
have  made  a  language,  rather  than  to  have 
found  one,  fuitable  to  his  purpofe  ;  and  appears 
*  to 
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to  have  fludied  every  part  of  his  work,  from 
the  great  outline  of  the  fyftem  to  the  mod  mi¬ 
nute  circumftance  of  conftru&ion  and  arrange¬ 
ment,  with  induftry  and  fagacity  almoft  peculiar 
to  himfelf,  we  have  tranflated  it  as  far  as  might 
be,  page  for  page,  and  line  for  line :  And  in 
forming  the  many  neceffary  compound  words, 
have  laboured  their  concifenefs  and  diftin&nefs, 
as  our  author  has  done,  rather  than  the  ele¬ 
gance  of  their  combinations :  And  as  our  lan¬ 
guage  allows  of  various  kinds  of  compounded 
words,  and  thofe  terminating  either  as  fubftan- 
tives,  adje&ives,  or  participles  both  a&ive  and 
pafiive,  we  were  happy  to  find  it  as  well  adapt¬ 
ed  to  our  purpofe  as  the  Latin,  though  lefs  fo 
than  the  Greek.  Thus,  a  wolf-dog,  a  fky-lark, 
a  ten-pound  bill,  a  one-horfe  chair,  a  two-man 
beetle,  a  fix-penny  loaf,  five-card  loo,  a  moth- 
eaten  garment,  a  three-footed  ftool,  a  four- 
wheeled  carriage,  cloud-compelling,  ever-living, 
are  words  ufed  either  in  familiar  converfation, 
or  by  refpe&able  writers;  and  give  us  authority 
for  fimilar  kinds  of  combinations. 

We  further  propofe  to  add  as  an  appendix, 
the  defcriptions  of  fuch  new  difcovered  plants 
as  may  come  to  our  knowledge  ;  and  to  give 
Vol.  VIII.  B  b 


a 


384 


M  E  D  I  C  A  fL 


a  few  plates  for  the  affiftance  of  the  young  bo- 
tanift  ;  and  to  publifh  the  whole  as  fpeedily  as 
may  be,  in  monthly  numbers  \  wifhing,  as  far 

as  is  in  our  power,  to  propagate  the  knowledge 

' 

of  this  important  branch  of  natural  hiftory  a- 
mongft  all  ranks  of  people.” 

#  #  #  # 

Mr  Henry  of  Manchefter,  who  lately  publifh- 
ed  a  tranflation  of  Lavoifier’s  Eflfays,  Phyfical 
and  Chemical,  and  who  is  juftly  celebrated  for 
many  important  publications  and  difcoveries  in 
chemiftry,  is  at  prefent  engaged,  and  has  made 
confiderable  progrefs  in  tranflating  Mr  Baume’s 
Chymie  Experimentale  et  Pvaifonnee,  which  he 
intends  to  publifh  with  notes  as  foon  as  his  other 
avocations  will  permit. 

*  #  #  # 

A  very  important  anatomical  w'ork,  is  at  pre» 
fen£  in  the  prefs  at  Edinburgh,  and  will  foon  be 
publifhed,  entitled,  Obfervations  on  the  Struc¬ 
ture  and  Fun&ions  of  the  Nervous  Syflem ; 

illuflrated  with  fifty-five  copper-plate  tables, 

/ 

containing  one  hundred  and  feventy-four  fi¬ 
gures.  By  Alexander  Monro,  M.  D.  Prefident 
of  the  Royal  College  of  Phyficians,  and  Profef- 
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for  of  Anatomy,  Surgery,  and  Medicine  in  the 
Univerfity  of  Edinburgh. 

The  editor  of  this  work,  Mr  Creech,  book- 
feller  in  Edinburgh,  in  an  addrefs  to  the  public* 
gives  the  following  account  of  it :  , 

The  above  work  is,  without  exception,  the 
moft  fplendid  that  has  ever  been  produced  from 
the  Scottilh  prefs,  and  is  fo  interefting  to  philo- 
fophy  and  fcience,  that  it  requires  a  farther  ex¬ 
planation  than  can  be  given  in  a  title  page. 

What  has  obtained  the  denomination  of  the 
nervous  fyjlem ,  is  known  to  be  that  medium 
which  is  interpofed  between  the  living  principle, 
and  the  different  organs  of  which  the  bodies  of 
animals  are  compofed.  The  nerves  are  the  in- 
flruments  of  fenfation,  and  it  is  by  their  influ¬ 
ence  that  all  animal  a&ion  is  performed.  They 
are  the  fource  of  feeling,  and  they  prompt  all 
our  propenfities,  inftincts,  and  movements. 
Hence  a  knowledge  of  their  ftru&ure,  diftribu- 
tion,  and  functions,  muff  be  extremely  impor¬ 
tant,  both  to  the  Philofopher  and  the  Phyfician, 
in  the  ftudy  of  nature. 

Though  experiments,  difeoveries,  and  obfer- 
vations  on  the  brain,  medulla  oblongata,  fpinal 
marrow,  and  nervous  fibres,  occupy  the  Au- 
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thorns  chief  attention  in  this  work,  yet  the  reader 
will  find  many  ufeful  and  curious  difquifitions 
with  regard  to  the  circulation  of  the  blood,  nu¬ 
trition,  fenfation,  mufcular  motion,  comparative 
anatomy,  and  many  other  articles  necefiarily 
conne&ed  with  the  general  fubjedt. 

But,  to  give  a  more  explicit  idea  of  the  na¬ 
ture  of  this  publication,  the  editor  has  fubjoin- 
ed  the  contents  of  the  chapters. 

*  >  v. 

Contents  of  the  Work « 

Introdu&ion. 

Chap.  I.  Of  the  circulation  of  the  blood  with¬ 
in  the  head* 

Chap.  II.  Of  the  membranes  of  the  brain  and 
cerebellum  in  general. 

Chap.  III.  Of  the  communication  of  the  ven¬ 
tricles  of  the  encephalon  with  each  other,  as  de- 
fcribed  by  former  authors. 

Chap.  IV.  Of  the  communication  of  the  ven¬ 
tricles  of  the  encephalon  with  each  other,  by  the 
author. 

Chap.  V.  Of  the  abforbent  veffels  of  the  ence¬ 
phalon,  and  of  the  infundibulum  and  glandula 
pituitaria. 
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Chap.  VI.  Of  the  ufe  of  the  ventricles  of  the 
encephalon. 

Chap.  VII.  Of  the  cineritious  and  medullary 
fubftances  of  the  brain  and  cerebellum. 

Chap.  VIII.  Of  the  fuppofed  origin  or  forma¬ 
tion  of  the  nerves. 

Chap.  IX.  Of  the  ItruCture  of  the  fpinal  mar¬ 
row. 

Chap.  X.  Of  the  pia  mater,  the  colour  and 
texture  of  the  nerves. 

Chap.  XI.  Conclufions  from  the  three  laft 
feCtions. 

* 

Chap.  XII.  Order  of  the  fubfequent  chapters 
mentioned. 

Chap.  XIII.  Of  the  appearance  of  the  nerves 
in  their  courfe,  and  particularly  of  their  folds  or 
joints. 

Chap.  XIV.  Of  the  connection  of  the  nerves 
in  their  courfe  in  general. 

Chap.  XV.  Of  the  plexufes  of  the  nerves. 

Chap.  XVI.  Of  the  connection  of  the  nerves 
which  run  in  oppofite  directions,  fo  as  to  be  join¬ 
ed  by  their  fmall  branches. 

Chap.  XVII.  Of  the  connection  of  the  feveral 
cords  which  compofe  each  of  the  nerves. 
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Chap.  XVIII.  Of  the  external  covering  of  the 
trunks  of  the  nerves,  and  of  the  cords  or  funb 
culi  of  which  they  confift. 

Chap.  XIX.  Of  t^he  ganglia  of  the  nerves. 

Chap.  XX.  Of  fpheroidal  bodies,  which,  in 
fome  animals,  make  part  of  the  nervous  fy- 
Item, 

Chap.  XXL  Of  fome  principal  nerves  which 
have  not  been  traced  by  authors  with  fufficient 
accuracy. 

Chap.  XXII.  Of  the  appearance  of  the  nerves 
viewed  with  the  microfcope. 

Chap.  XXIII.  Of  the  nature  of  the  energy  of 
the  nerves. 

Chap.  XXIV.  Of  the  ufes  of  the  nerves  in 
general. 

Chap.  XXV.  Whether  the  nerves  convey  the 
nourifhment  to  our  organs. 

Chap.  XXVI.  Of  fenfation. 

Chap.  XXVII.  Of  the  termination  of  the 
nerves  in  mufcular  organs,  and,  whether  the 
mufcles  poffefs  a  vis  infita  different  from  the  vis 
nervea. 

Chap.  XXVIII.  Of  the  manner  and  caufes  of 
the  actions  of  the  mufcular  organs. 
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Thefe  fubje&s  are  illuftrated  with  55  copper¬ 
plates,  containing  174  figures/* 

#  #  *  # 

An  ingenious  correfpondent  at  Paris,  in  a  let¬ 
ter  to  Dr  Duncan,  gives  the  following  account 
of  fome  intended  publications  at  that  place. 

cc  Mr  Vicq  d’Azyr  is  preparing  an  anatomy 
of  the  brain.  It  will  be  a  large  work,  confid¬ 
ing  of  near  fixty  plates.  Thofe  which  I  have 
feen  are  very  beautiful,  and  I  am  told  are  exa <d. 
He  propofes,  but  that  1  believe  is  rather  a  di- 
ftant  fcheme,  giving  plates  of  other  parts  of  the 
human  body,  and  perhaps  of  giving  a  complete 
fydem.  In  a  few  months,  M.  Romeo  de  Lille 
intends  giving  a  new  edition  of  his  Cridallogra- 
phy,  which  will  be  greatly  enlarged,  confiding 
of  four  volumes,  and  enriched  with  a  great 
number  of  new  plates.  M.  Daubenton  alfo  is 
going  to  publllh.  it  is  to  be  a  Minerallogy, 
and  I  fuppofe  is  to  fuperfede  the  ufe  of  thofe 
which  are  extant.  I  do  not  recollect  hearing  of 
any  other  publications. 

Chemidry  is  the  fubjeft  which  is  paid  mod 
attention  to  in  this  place ;  but  1  do  not  knowr  of 
any  new  difcovery  in  it  which  is  confiderable. 
M.  Lavoifier  has  made  ufe  of  dephlogidicated 
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air,  for  producing  very  great  heats,  and  has  in¬ 
vented  a  very  fimple  machine,  which  fupports  a 

* 

blaft  for  an  hour  and  a  quarter.  Platina  is 
melted  in  a  few  feconds ;  and  by  continuing  the 
heat,  he  has  melted  fome  of  the  moft  refra&able 
precious  (tones.  Mr  Bertholet,  another  of  our 
chemifts,  has  lately  wrote  a  paper  upon  the  de- 
ftru&ibility  of  vegetable  acids,  which  he  has 
read,  or  is  going  to  read  before  the  academy. 
He  has  obtained,  by  the  fpontaneous  decompofi- 
tion  of  cream  of  tartar,  the  fame  quantity  of  al¬ 
kali  which  is  obtained  by  means  of  fire  ;  fo  that 
it  feems  certain,  that  none  is  produced  by  that 
operation.  He  found  that  this  acid  was  lefs  de- 
ftru&ible  than  that  of  vinegar,  by  expofing  (i- 
milar  folutions  of  this  fait,  and  of  the  fal  diure- 
ticus  \  and  that  the  acid  of  the  fal  acetofella  was 
(till  lefs  fo  than  the  cream  of  tartar ;  and  alfo, 
that  the  antifeptic  qualities  of  thefe  faits  were 
in  inverfe  proportion  to  their  deftru&ibiiity ;  fo 
that  meat  kept  much  longer  in  a  folution  of  the 
latter,  than  in  that  of  either  of  the  former 
faits.59 

#  #  *  # 

Mr  Andrew  Bell,  engraver  in  Edinburgh,  to 
whofe  induftry  and  profeiTional  abilities,  the 
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medical  world  is  much  indebted,  for  his  edi¬ 
tion  of  Albinus’s  tables  of  the  mufcles,  has 
been,  for  fome  time,  engaged  in  preparing  for 
publication,  another  important  anatomical  work* 
It  will  confift  of  anatomical  tables  of  the  blood- 
veffels  and  nerves,  the  brain,  vifcera,  and  parts 
of  generation  of  the  human  body.  Thefe  or¬ 
gans  will  be  reprefented  in  above  fifty  copper¬ 
plates,  including  the  elegant  fafciculi  of  the  ce¬ 
lebrated  Baron  Albertus  Haller,  together  with 
other  neceffary  figures  from  Euftachius,  Ruyfch 
Trew,  Du  Verney,  Monro,  Zin,  Walterus,  &c . 
The  plates  fele&ed  from  thefe  elegant  and  very 
expenfive  works  have,  we  are  told,  been  exe¬ 
cuted  and  arranged  under  the  dire&ion  of  Dr 
Monro.  All  of  them  are  brought  to  fuch  a 
lcale,  as  to  be  of  the  fame  fize  with  Mr  Bell’s 
edition  of  Albinus ;  which,  although  of  a  much 
fmaller  fize  than  the  original,  is  ftill  a  large  fo¬ 
lio.  When  therefore  the  prefent  work  is  con¬ 
joined  with  the  former,  they  will  probably  form 
one  of  the  moft  complete,  ufeful  and  accurate 
fyftems  of  anatomical  tables  that  have  yet  been 
publifhed. 

#  #  #  # 

Dr  Alexander  Hamilton,  Profelfor  of  Mid- 
wifery  in  the  Univerfity  of  Edinburgh,  who  has 
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lately  been  prefented  with  an  honorary  diploma 
of  Dodtor  of  Medicine  from  the  Univerfity  of 
St  Andrews,  is  preparing  for  publication,  a 
fecond  edition  of  his  Elements  of  the  Pra&ice 
of  Midwifery,  in  which  we  are  informed,  there 
will  be  many  alterations  and  additions,  particu¬ 
larly  in  the  pra&ical  part. 

#  *  #  # 

A  third  volume  of  Dr  Cullen’s  Firft  Lines  of 
the  Practice  of  Medicine,  has  been  for  a  confi- 
derable  time  pall  in  the  prefs  at  this  place,  and 
will  probably  be  foon  pnbiifhed. 

#  #  #  # 

A  new  edition  of  the  Pharmacopoeia  of  the 
Royal  College  of  Phyficians  in  Edinburgh,  pre¬ 
pared  when  Dr  Monro  was  Prefident  of  the  Col¬ 
lege,  is  now  almoft  printed  off,  and  will  be  pur 
blifhed  in  a  few  weeks. 

vr>  Jr 

1  .  i  * 

Mr  John  M‘Nab,  furgeon  in  the  fervice  of  the 
liudfon’s  Bay  Company,  in  a  letter  to  Dr  Dun¬ 
can,  dated  at  Fort  Albany,  1 2th  September  1782, 
gives  the  following  information  refpe&ing  a  fub- 
jedt  which  has  of  late  much  engaged  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  philofophers. 

“  Lafl 
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“  Lafl  winter,  the  degree  of  cold  at  which 
mercury  freezes  was  afcertained  here  with  very 
great  accuracy,  by  inftruments  fent  from  the 
Royal  Society.  This  curious  phenomenon  oc¬ 
curred  regularly  at  forty  degrees  below  the 
cypher  in  Fahrenheit’s  fcale. 

On  the  7th  of  January  1781,  a  very  aflonilh- 
ing  and  fudden  degree  of  cold  was  obferved  at 
Eafl  Mains-houfe,  in  Hudfon’s  Bay.  At  eight 
o’clock  in  the  morning,  wThen  the  barometer 
flood  at  30,  46,  a  thermometer  graduated  to 
2 50  degrees  below  the  cypher,  was  obferved  to 
(land  at  70  below  the  cypher.  But  in  lefs  than 
half  an  hour,  it  funk  completely  into  the  bulb. 
In  a  Ihort  time,  however,  it  began  to  rife  again, 
and  in  a  few  minutes  after  nine,  it  was  obfer¬ 
ved  at  250,  the  bottom  of  the  fcale  \  in  the 
fpace  of  half  an  hour,  it  rofe  gradually  fo  as  to 
reach  within  forty  degrees  of  the  cypher.” 

#  #  *  * 

The  medical  practitioners  at  Liverpool  have 
lately  eftablifhed  a  plan  for  the  inoculation  of 
the  poor,  which,  if  properly  imitated  over  the 
kingdom  in  general,  would  unqueftionably  be 
productive  of  very  great  national  advantages.  To 
demonflrate  this,  we  fhall  here  prefent  our 
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readers  with  the  following  addrefs,  which  was 
circulated  among  the  inhabitants  of  Liverpool, 
on  the  fubjeft  of  general  inoculation  : 

6C  There  is  perhaps  no  difeafe  that  has  made 
more  dreadful  ravages  among  the  human  fpecies 
than  the  fmall  pox.  On  its  firfh  introduction 
into  Europe,  its  progrefs  was  almoft  every  where 
marked  by  death ;  every  rank  of  fociety  was 
thinned,  whole  armies  were  cut  off,  and  pro¬ 
vinces  depopulated.  In  the  fucceftion  of  ages, 
experience,  by  introducing  a  more  proper  treat¬ 
ment  of  the  diforder,  has  taught  us  to  difarm 
this  peftilence  of  part  of  its  force  \  but  its  ope¬ 
ration  is  yet  fo  fatal,  as  to  entitle  it  to  the  firft 
place  in  the  lift  of  thofe  difeafes  which  are  moft 
deftruClive  to  human  nature. 

By  calculations  formed  from  the  bills  ^of  mor¬ 
tality  at  Chefter  in  the  year  1778,  it  was  proved, 
that  nearly  a  fixth  part  of  all  the  deaths  which 
happened  in  that  city,  was  to  be  afcribed  to  the 

7  - 

natural  fmall  pox.  Similar  calculations  made 
at  Leeds,  in  the  beginning  of  the  prefent  year, 
have  demonftrated,  that  this  malady  has  been 
ftill  more  fatal  there,  having  cut  off  one-fifth  of 
all  thofe  who  have  died  in  that  town,  whether 
from  difeafe  or  old  age.  And  the  calculations 
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of  Dr  Dobfon  {hew,  that  the  deaths  to  be  afcri- 
bed  to  the  natural  fmall  pox  in  Liverpool,  have 
even  exceeded  the  proportion  of  one  in  five. 

Thefe  fads  are  truly  alarming,  and  more  e- 
fpecialiy  when  we  confider,  that  this  deftrudion 
is  not  made  among  the  aged  and  infirm,  who, 
in  the  ordinary  courfe  of  nature,  could  not  long 
furvive,  but  among  thofe  wTho  are  advancing  to¬ 
wards  maturity,  on  whom  the  hopes  of  their 
parents  are  founded,  and  on  whom  the  future 
ftrength  of  the  community  depends.  Happily 
for  mankind,  Providence  has  not  left  us  with¬ 
out  defence  againfi:  the  havock  of  the  fmall  pox. 
The  pradice  of  inoculation  has  been  found  to 
remove  almolt  all  the  danger  arifing  from  the 
difeafe ;  and  to  make  this  pradice  univerfally 
adopted,  it  would  feem,  that  nothing  more  is  ne~ 
ceffary,  than  to  make  its  falutary  influence  uni¬ 
verfally  known. 

It  is  evident,  from  obfervations  made  in  eve¬ 
ry  part  of  the  kingdom,  that  vre  (hall  not  over¬ 
rate  the  mortality  of  the  natural  fmall  pox,  if 
we  calculate  that  one  in  fix  of  all  whom  it  at¬ 
tacks  is  carried  off  in  the  courfe  of  the  diforder. 
But  the  mod  unfavourable  account  does  not 
eftimate  more  than  one  death  in  every  hundred 
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cafes  in  which  the  infe&ion  is  communicated  by 
inoculation  ;  and,  according  to  many  computa¬ 
tions,  there  has  not  happened  one  in  five  hum 
dred.  Thefe  truths,  eftablifhed  on  the  moll  ex- 
tenfive  obfervations,  require  no  comment;  they 
fpeak  more  powerfully  in  favour  of  this  prac¬ 
tice,  than  any  arguments  that  could  poffibly  be 
Urged. 

The  wealthier  inhabitants  of  this  town  have* 
in  general,  for  many  years  pafl,  availed  them- 
felves  of  the  advantages  of  inoculation  ;  but  it 
has  made  little  progrefs  among  the  poor,  for 
reafons  which  are  fufficiently  obvious.  Many  of 
them  are  ignorant  of  the  benefit  refulting  from 
it  ;  many  of  them,  no  doubt,  are  prejudiced 
againft  it ;  and  fome  of  them,  it  is  to  be  feared* 
have  been  prevented  from  inoculating  their  chil¬ 
dren,  by  a  doubt  of  procuring  proper  medical 
affiftance.  If,  from  fuch  caufes,  the  progrefs  of 
inoculation  among  the  lower  claffes  has  been  ob- 
ftru&ed,  the  misfortune  to  the  community  has 
been  of  no  trifling  nature.  In  the  town  of 
Leeds,  containing  eighteen  thoufand  inhabi¬ 
tants,  it  has  been  found,  that  one  hundred  die 
yearly  of  the  natural  fmall-pox ;  and  we  may 
conclude,  that  this  difeafe  cuts  off  two  hundred 
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at  leaft  every  year  in  this  town,  which  contains 
double  the  number  of  inhabitants,  and  where 
the  contagion  may  be  faid  to  be  always  prefent, 
from  the  great  communication  with  other  parts, 
and  from  the  partial  practice  of  inoculation 
among  the  higher  ranks.  This  reafoning  is 
confirmed  by  fadts,  Dr  Dobfon  having  found,  in 
the  courfe  of  three  years  obfervations,  that  up¬ 
wards  of  two  hundred  die  annually  in  Liverpool 
of  the  natural  fmall  pox.  According  to  this 
computation,  four  thoufand  perfons  at  leaft 
have  been  carried  off  by  the  natural  fmall  pox 
in  the  town  of  Liverpool  within  the  laft  twenty 
years.  And  when  we  confider  that  fcarcely  one 
in  two  hundred  dies  under  inoculation,  we  can¬ 
not  but  lament  over  thofe  four  thoufand  vidims, 
mof!  of  whom  might  have  been  refcued  from 
the  grave,  and,  by  their  labour,  and  by  the  in- 
creafe  of  their  offspring,  have  added  to  the 
ftrength  and  opulence  of  the  nation.  Thefe  ob¬ 
fervations  may  be  extended  from  the  town  of 
Liverpool  to  the  nation  at  large.  In  London 
alone,  within  the  laft  fifty  years,  nearly  one 
hundred  and  ten  thoufand  perfons  have  died  of 
the  natural  fmall  pox  ;  and  it  is  probable,  that 
Great  Britain,  during  the  fame  period,  has  fuf- 
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fered  the  lofs  of  a  million  of  inhabitants  front 
this  dreadful  difeafe. 

Truths  of  fo  important  and  fo  melancholy  a  na¬ 
ture,  it  is  hoped,  will  ere  long  attract  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  legiflature ;  but  in  the  mean  time  it 
is  certainly  the  duty  of  every  individual  to  exert 
his  abilities  in  promoting,  within  his  own  circle, 
the  general  pradice  of  inoculation ;  by  which 
means  alone  we  fhall  be  able  to  prevent  the 
mortal  ravages  which  have  been  defcribed. 

The  attention  which  has  been  paid  in  Liver¬ 
pool  to  the  relief  of  the  poor,  when  afflided  by 
difeafe,  refleds  the  higheft  honour  on  the  cha¬ 
rity  and  munificence  of  its  inhabitants.  And 

% 

there  is  every  reafon  to  believe,  that  the  huma¬ 
nity  of  the  more  opulent  part  of  the  community 
will  induce  them  to  promote,  by  every  proper 
method,  a  plan  for  a  general  inoculation  of  the 
poor ,  from  whofe  labour  and  induftry  their 
wealth  and  confequence  are  derived.  If  the 
fads  now  advanced  be  founded  on  truth  (and 
the  public  are  invited  to  examine  them  tho¬ 
roughly),  it  is  hoped  that  no  good  man  will  re¬ 
main  uninterefted  in  the  fuccefs  of  fuch  a  pro- 
pofal.  As  the  matter  now  hands,  inoculation  in 
Liverpool  is  confined  almoft  exclufively  to  the 
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higher  ranks.  But  this  practice,  though  benefit 
cial  to  them,  it  is  much  to  be  feared,  proves  a 
ferious  misfortune  to  the  inhabitants  at  large  ; 
for  by  this  means  the  contagion  is  never  fuffer- 
ed  to  be  extinguifhed,  and  the  children  of  the 
poor,  catching  the  infection  in  the  natural  way, 
fall  victims  to  the  difeafe.  To  imagine  that  any 
perfon,  who  approves  of  inoculation  in  his  own 
family,  Ihould  oppofe  its  being  extended  to 
every  clafs  of  men,  is  to  fuppofe  a  degree  of 
cruelty  and  injuflice  that  few  would  chufe  to 
avow.  From  the  enlightened  inhabitants  of 
Liverpool  a  conduct  more  liberal  may  be  ex¬ 
pected*  They  will  wifh  that  the  blefiings  which 
they  themfelves  reap  from  this  practice  may  be 
diffufed  among  the  poor  and  helplefs ;  for  this 
purpofe  their  active  influence  will  be  neceflary, 
and  there  is  every  reafon  to  hope  that  they  will 
be  forward  in  promoting  fo  generous  and  fo 
Ufeful  a  plan. 

It  is  not  the  defign  of  this  addrefs  to  examine 
all  the  objections  which  may  be  made  to  a  ge° 
neral  inoculation.  Moft  of  thefe^will,  on  con- 
fideration,  appear  to  be  founded  on  prejudice 
and  error.  rlhere  is  one  only  which  deferves  to 
be  particularly  mentioned  :  It  may  be  faid,  that 
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fince  feme  perfons,  from  miftaken  principles^ 
may  obftinately  refufe  to  be  inoculated,  or  to  ino¬ 
culate  their  children,  who  yet  cannot  remove 
themfelves  or  their  families  from  town,  it  would 
feem  unjult,  without  their  confent,  to  expofe 
them  to  the  danger  which  they  might  incur  du¬ 
ring  a  general  inoculation.  But  this  objection 
is  likewife  founded  on  a  miftake,  which  it  will 
be  proper  to  explain.  Such  perfons  as  are  un¬ 
happily  prevented  from  being  inoculated,  cannot 
reafonably  expeCt,  in  the  prefent  date  of  things, 
long  to  efcape  the  natural  fmail  pox.  They 
muft  be  feized  with  the  difeafe,  without  warn¬ 
ing,  and  without  preparation.  But  if  the  plan 
for  a  general  inoculation  at  dated  periods  be 
adopted,  they  will  be  aware  of  their  danger,  and 
have  it  in  their  power  to  prepare  for  the  difeafe 
before  it  commences.  They  will  likewife,  if  they 
catch  the  infection,  have  the  fmail  pox  in  the 
mod  favourable,  feafon  of  the  year ;  whereas 
now  they  are  liable  to  be  infeCted  in  every  fea¬ 
fon.  The  quantity  of  contagion  generated  is 
thought  to  be  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  the 
puftules  ;  and  it  is  well  known,  that,  taking  one 
patient  with  another,  the  number  of  pudules  is 
ten  times  greater  when  the  difeafe  is  contracted 
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in  the  natural  way,  than  when  it  is  communica¬ 
ted  by  inoculation.  If  this  be  true,  there  will 
be  as  much  danger  from  a  hundred  patients  in 
the  natural  fmall  pox,  as  from  a  thoufand  under 
inoculation.— And  hence,-  if  there  be  twelve 
hundred  perfons  feized  with  the  natural  fmall 
pox  in  Liverpool  in  the  courfe  of  the  year  (and 
the  number  cannot  be  eftimated  lower),  thefe 
will  produce  as  much  contagious  matter  as 
twelve  thoufand  who  have  been  inoculated.  But 
it  cannot  be  fuppofed  that  there  are  now  fix 
thoufand  of  the  inhabitants  of  Liverpool  who 
have  not  had  the  fmall  pox ,  and  if  inoculation 
become  once  general,  the  perfons  to  be  inocu¬ 
lated  yearly  will  not  exceed  a  fifth  part  of  that 
number. 

Thus,  fhould  there  remain  a  few  perfons  who 
are  prevented  by  prejudice  from  reaping  the  be¬ 
nefit  of  inoculation,  it  will  be  their  intereft  to 
promote  the  general  pradice  of  it  in  the  town  ; 
fince,  by  fuch  means,  the  quantity  of  contagious 
matter  will  be  greatly  diminifhed,  the  danger  of 
contrading  the  infedion  will  be  lelfened  by  be¬ 
ing  forefeen,  and  their  fecurity  will  be  exceed¬ 
ingly  increafed  when  there  fhall  remain  only  a 
few  perfons  in  Liverpool  liable  to  be  affedled  by 
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the  difeafe.  To  thefe  reafonings  it  may  be  add¬ 
ed,  that  plans  for  a  general  inoculation  at 
Chefter  and  Leeds  have  been  carried  into  exe¬ 
cution  with  the  mod  falutary  effe&s. 

The  gentlemen  of  the  medical  faculty  in  this 
town  having,  at  a  general  meeting,  taken  this 
important  fubjet  under  confideration,  were  una- 
nimoujQy  of  opinion,  that  the  general  pra&ice  of 
inoculation  in  Liverpool,  at  dated  periods,  would 
be  of  the  utmoft  advantage.  They  therefore 
confidered  themfelves  bound,  as  good  men  and 
good  citizens,  to  lay  their  opinion,  and  the 
grounds  on  which  it  is  founded,  before  the  pu¬ 
blic.  And  to  give  this  fcheme  every  afliflance 

in  their  power,  they  offer  their  attendance  gra- 

/ 

tis  to  all  who  are  unable  to  pay  for  it.  They 
know  that  a  propofal  which  aims  at  faving  the 
lives  of  their  fellow -creatures  will  come  with 
peculiar  propriety  from  them  ;  they  are  fenfible 
that  fuch  a  propofal  will  at  all  times  be  favour¬ 
ably  received  ;  but  they  hope  it  will  meet  with 
particular  attention  at  this  important  period, 
when  the  ftrength  of  the  nation  is  wading  un¬ 
der  the  calamities  of  war,  and  our  countrymen 
are  perifhing  by  the  fword,  or  by  the  more  de¬ 
finitive 
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ftru&ive  influence  of  climate,  in  every  quarter 
of  the  globe. ” 

#  #  #  # 

A  large  and  important  botanical  work  is  at 
prefent  carrying  on  in  Ruflia  under  the  protec¬ 
tion  of  the  Emprefs.  To  give  our  readers  a 
proper  idea  of  the  nature  of  this  undertaking, 
we  fliall  here  prefent  them  with  the  following 
account  of  it,  written  by  Profeffor  Pallas,  under 
whofe  dire&ion  it  is  to  be  executed. 

/  s 

Annonce  d’un  Ouvrage  Botanique  fur  les  Arbres , 
Arbujies  et  Plantes  de  /’ Empire  de  Ruffe,  qui 
/era  public  par  Ordre  et  fous  les  Aufpices  de  fa 
MajeJie  Imperiale . 

Tandis  que  PAugufle  Legiflatrice  du  Nord 
s’occupe  du  bonheur  de  fes  fujets,  par  Pintro- 
du&ion  de  nouvelles  loix,  d’une  adminiftration 
de  juftice  et  de  finance  plus  analogue  a  fes  gran1— 
des  vues,  par  la  reforme  de  Peducation  natio¬ 
nals,  Pencouragement  des  fciences,  des  arts  et 
du  commerce,  par  fes  foins  enfin  de  former  Pe- 
fprit  des  Princes  qui  doivent  un  jour  devenir  les 
emules  de  fa  grandeur;  cette  Souveraine  fage 
et  eclairee  ne  dedaigne  pas  les  details  qui  peu- 
vent  tendre  a  la  perfeftion  de  fon  ouvrage. 

C  c  3 
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Sa  Majefte  Imperiale  s’occupant  entre  autres 
d’un  nouveau  reglement  pour  la  confervation 
des  forets  de  fon  empire,  et  defirant  en  me  me 
terns  de  perfe&ionner  Feconomie  rurale  et  de 
foulager  Fhumanite  par  une  connailfance  pre- 
cife  des  plantes  utiles  que  le  fol  de  fon  vafte  em¬ 
pire  produit;  elle  a  concu  Fidee  d’un  ouvrage 
botanique  qui  put  remplir  ce  but:  Idee  digne 
de  Fefprit  createur  de  FAugufte  Prote&rice  des 
Sciences,  dont  la  munificence  pour  Favancement 
des  connaiflances  hutnaines  a  brille  depuis  fon 
avenement  au  trone,  par  le  renouvellement  de 
Facademie  des  fciences  et  Finftitution  de  celle 

f 

des  arts ;  par  ces  voyages  difpendieux  d’obfer- 
vateurs,  tant  aflronomes,  que  naturaliftes,  dont 
le  nombre  et  Fimportance  a  furpalfe  tout  ce  que 
les  autres  nations  ont  fait  dans  ce  fiecle ;  par 
les  encouragements  accordes  fans  nombre  aux 
favans  etrangers  et  regnicoles ;  par  Femploi  de 
fo  mines  annuelles  confiderables  pour  la  traduc¬ 
tion  des  meiileurs  ouvrages  de  tout  genre  en 
langue  nationale;  enfin  par  Filluftre  exemple 
qu’elle  a  donne,  elle  meme  dans  la  carriere  des 
lettres* 

Sa  Majefte  Imperiale  voulant  que  Fouvrage 
projette  foit  entierement  execute  a  fes  depens, 

dans 
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dans  Pintention  feule  de  contribuer  au  bien  etre 
et  a  Pinftru&ion  dcs  hommes ;  on  n’a  ni  fou- 
fcription,  ni  autre  engagement  a  propofer  au 
public ;  mais  puifque  tous  ceux,  que  ce  grand 
ouvrage  intereftera,  doivent,  en  y  applaudiffant, 
defirer  d’avance  quelque  notion  de  ce  qu’on 
doit  en  attendre,  j’ai  cru  qu’il  etait  de  mon  de¬ 
voir  de  fatisfaire  la  curioftte  du  public  par  Pe~ 
fquilfe  fuccincle  que  j’en  vais  donner.  Void 
en  peu  de  mots  le  plan,  tel  qu’il  a  ete  approuve 
par  fa  Majede  Imperiale. 

L’ouvrage  pour  lequel  fa  Majefte  Imperiale  a 
fait  afligner  les  fonds  necdfaires,  fera  execute 
avec  tout  le  luxe  typographique  qui  convient  a 
la  magnificence  d’une  telle  enterprife.  Les 
planches  qui  doivent  reprefenter  les  plantes  de 
grandeur  naturelle,  feront  du  grand  format  des 
beaux  ouvrages  botaniques  de  Mr  Jacquin,  le- 
gerement  gravecs  et  coloriees  avec  tout  le  foin 
podible  fur  des  originaux  faits  d’apres  nature. 
Le  texte  qui  contiendra  les  defcriptions  et  de¬ 
tails  neceffaires  fur  la  nature  et  Pufage  de  toutes 
les  plantes  indigenes,  paroitra  en  Ruffe  et  en 
Latin,  de  la  meme  grandeur  &  fur  le  raeme  pa- 

1 

pier  de  Hollande  que  les  planches. 

L’objet  principal  de  Pouvrage  que  fa  Majefte 
Imperiale  veut  genereufement  donner  a  fon 
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peuple  et  a  la  republique  des  lettres  etant  Puti- 
lite  pubiique,  les  plantes  immediatement  utiles 
a  Phumanite  tiendront  done  le  premier  rang 
dans  Pexecution.  Pour  ne  pas  rendre  Pouvrage 
inutilement  volumineux  on  retranchera  d’abord 
de  la  fuite  des  planches  les  arbres  et  les  plantes 
les  plus  generalement  corinues  par  des  noms 
vulgaires,  furtout  lorfqu’il  ne  fauroit  refulter  de 
cette  omifiion  aucune  meprife  dangereufe  pour 
Phumanite.  Le  texte  n’en  donnera  pas  moins 
les  details  utile  a  connaitre  fur  la  nature  et  Pu- 
fage  de  ces  efpeces  vulgaires.  Le  me  me  fera 
obferve  pour  les  efpeces  auffi  communes  en  Eu¬ 
rope  qu’en  Ruffie,  dont  on  trouve  les  figures 
dans  les  ouvrages  botaniques  les  plus  connus,  et 
qui  n’annoncent  d’ailleurs  aucune  vertu  parti- 
culiere. 

On  s’attachera  au  contraire  a  donner  des  gra¬ 
vures  auffi  parfaites  que  poffible  de  toutes  les 
efpeces  affedees  a  Pempire,  ou  dont  Putilite  n’eft 
que  pen  connue  dans  le  pays  qui  les  produit,  & 
qui  fouvent  par  cette  raifon  meme  n’ont  pas  de 
yioins  ufites.  Les  efpeces  purement  curieufes 
&  rares  feront  un  objet  fecondaire,  qu’on  aura 
foin  de  remplir  a  la  fatisfadion  des  botaniftes. 

D’apres  ce  plan  j’eilime  que  cinq  a  fix  cent 
planches  gravees  epuiferont  a  peu  pres,  dans  le 

total 
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total  des  vegetaux  indigenes  de  Pempire  Ruffe, 
toutes  les  efpeces  utiles  &:  rares  dont  on  pourra 
defirer  les  figures,  De  toutes  celles  qui  peuvent 
remplir  une  planche  de  la  grandeur  ci-deffus 
enoncee,  on  ne  fera  reprefenter  qu’une  feule 
efpece  par  planche,  ayant  foin  d’en  donner  non 
feulement  les  fleurs,  mais  auffi  le  fruit,  &  les 
varietes  accidentelles  qu’on  aura  obfervees. 
Mais  pour  les  plantes  naines  Sc  petites,  qui  font 
d’un  meme  genre,  par  exemple;  les  faxifrages, 
les  mouffes,  &c.  on  fe  permettra  de  placer  plu- 
fieures  efpeces  fur  la  meme  planche,  pour  mieux 
la  remplir. 

Dans  un  ouvrage  de  la  nature  de  celui-ci  il 
n’efi;  pas  poffible  d’obferver  aucun  ordre  metho- 
dique.  Mais  on  tachera  du  moins  de  placer  en- 
femble  les  efpeces  d’un  meme  genre  Sc  les  pre-» 
miers  cahiers  contiendront  furtout  les  arbres  8c 
arbulfes  remarquables.  Chaque  cahier  fera  de 
cinquante  planches,  dont  deux  pourront  avec  le 
texte  former  un  volume.  On  ne  peut  encore 
fixer  le  terme  quand  le  premier  cahier  pourra 
etre  acheve  ;  mais  on  tachera  a’en  fournir  du 
moins  un  par  an  Sc  de  preffer  Pouvrage  autant 
que  le  nombre  d’artifles  exerces  pourra  y  fuffire. 

Le  choix  que  fa  Majefte  Imperiale  a  daigne 
faire  de  moi,  pour  executer,  fous  fes  aufpices, 

un 
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un  ouvrage  de  cette  importance  &  d’une  utilite 
fi  generale  m’honore  infiniment ;  auffi  employ- 
erai-je  tous  mes  efforts  pour  m’en  rendre  digne; 
&  fi  [’execution  pourroit  egaler  mon  zele,(  j’o- 
ferois  efperer  d’enfaire  un  monument  digne  de 
la  prote&ion  &  du  fiecle  de  Catherine  Seconde, 
5.  Peterfbourg ,  ce  28  Juillet  v.  Si .  1782, 

•oc,  ^  jf. 

VT  '/T'  'TV'  # 

The  annual  prize  of  the  year  1781,  given  by 
the  Harveian  Society  of  Edinburgh,  with  the 
view  of  promoting  experimental  inquiry  among 
the  (Indents  of  medicine  at  that  place,  was  ad¬ 
judged  to  a  differtation,  to  which  was  prefixed 
the  following  motto  : 

Valeat  quantum  valere  potejl . 

Upon  opening  the  fealed  letter  which  accom¬ 
panied  this  difiertation,  it  was  found  to  be  writ¬ 
ten  by  Dr  Jonathan  Stokes  of  Worcefter-fhire. 
The  prize  was  publicly  delivered  to  Dr  Stokes^ 
in  the  hall  of  the  Difpenfary  of  Edinburgh,  by 
Dr  Webfter,  with  a  fuitable  addrefs,  recom¬ 
mending  to  the  fuccefsful  candidate,  and  to  every 
diligent  medical  (tudent,  either  ambitious  of  ob¬ 
taining  literary  honour,  or  anxious  to  improve 
his  profelfion,  the  inveftigation  of  truth  on  the 
Cure  bafis  of  experiment.  Dr  Webfler  at  the 
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fame  time  announced  as  the  prize-queftion  for 
1782,  “  An  inquiry  concerning  the  nature  and 
properties  of  milk.”  At  the  above  annual  meet¬ 
ing,  inftituted  in  honour  of  the  illultrious  Dr 
Harvey,  and  held  on  the  anniverfary  of  his 
birth-day,  the  Harveian  oration  for  1782,  the 
fubject  of  which  was  an  account  of  the  life, 
writings,  and  charadler  of  the  late  Dr  Robert 
Whyte,  wTas  delivered  by  Dr  Duncan. 

Among  the  differtations  given  in  to  the  Se¬ 
cretaries  of  the  Harveian  Society  by  the  1  ft 
of  January  1783,  on  the  fubjedl  of  milk,  the 
judges  being  divided  in  opinion  as  to  the  com¬ 
parative  merit  of  two  difiertations,  it  was  deter¬ 
mined  that  an  equal  prize  fhould  be  bellowed 
on  each.  To  the  one  was  prefixed,  for  a 
motto, 

Lac  mihi  non  cejiaie  novum ,  non  frlgore  defit  \ 
to  the  other, 

Quem  fi  non  tenuit  magnis  tamen  excidit  aujis . 
Upon  opening  the  fealed  letters  which  accom¬ 
panied  them,  the  firll  was  found  to  be  wTritten 
by  Mr  Samuel  Ferris  of  Wiltlhire,  and  the  laft 
by  Mr  Richard  Kentilh  of  Yorklhire.  The 
prizes  will  be  delivered  to  thefe  gentlemen  by 
Dr  Duncan  after  the  Harveian  oration  for  1783, 
which  will  be  given  by  Dr  Webfter. 


The 


The  fubjed  propofed  for  the  prize  of  17833 
is  cc  An  inquiry  concerning  the  nature  and 
properties  of  the  Peruvian  bark,  and  the  com¬ 
parative  powers  of  the  red  and  quilled  Pe¬ 
ruvian  bark.”  Differtations  on  this  fubjed, 
competing  for  the  prize,  mufl  be  delivered 
to  Drs  Duncan  or  Webfler,  Secretaries  to 
the  Harveian  Society,  on  or  before  the  iff 
of  January  1784.  To  each  of  the  differta¬ 
tions  a  motto  muff  be  prefixed,  and  the  fame 
motto  mufl  be  put  upon  the  back  of  a  fealed 

1 

letter  containing  the  name  of  the  author.  All 
the  differtations,  excepting  thofe  to  which  prizes 
are  adjudged,  will  be  returned  to  any  place  that 
may  be  direded,  with  the  letters  which  accom¬ 
pany  them  unopened.  Thus  the  names  of  un« 
fuccefsful  candidates  are  known  only  to  thofe  to 
whom  they  may  themfelves  communicate  it. 

#  #  #  # 

On  the  13th  of  March  1782,  died  at  Edin¬ 
burgh,  Mr  Jacob  Pattiffon,  fludent  of  medicine. 

»» 

His  unwearied  induflry,  extenfive  knowledge, 
happy  genius,  and  amiable  manners,  conciliated 
to  a  very  high  degree  the  affedion  and  efleem 
1  of  all  who  had  the  pleafure  of  his  acquaintance. 
His  remains  are  interred  in  the  church  yard  of 
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St  Cuthbert’s  chapel  at  Edinburgh,  near  thofe  of 
the  late  ingenious  Mr  Charles  Darwin,  in  the  bu¬ 
rial-ground  which  belongs  to  Dr  Duncan.  An  ele¬ 
gant  monument  is  ereded  to  his  memory  by  the 
companions  of  his  ftudies,  his  fellow-members 
in  three  literary  focieties,  in  all  of  which  he 
made  a  very  diftinguifhed  figure.  They  have 
expreffed  their  regard  for  his  memory  in  the 
following  infcription,  which  is  cut  on  a  marble 
tablet  in  the  bafis  of  the  monument. 

Hoc  in  agello  funefto  fepultas  funt  reliquiae 
JACOB  PATTISSON  deWiTHAM  in  comitatu de Essex, 
Qui,  in  Academia  Edinenfi, 

Non  minus faufte  quam  diligenter,  in  rem  medicam  ineumbebat  : 

Florentem  aetate, 

Ob  ingenii  acumen,  morefque  imprimis  amabiles, 
Omnibus  quibus  notus  cariffimum, 

Febris  lethalis  aggre/Fa, 

Procul  patria  domo,  inter  lachrymas  ac  Fufpiria  {ociorum, 

Subito  oppreffit. 

Hocce  monumentum,  tres  Societates, 

Regia  Medica  nempe,  Speculativa,  et  Phvsica, 
Quarum  omnium  limul  Praties  fuit. 

Non  ut  famae  ejus  confulerent,  quippe  illius  parum  indigse  ©pis, 
Sed  ut  animos,  nec  amicitiae,  nec  meriti  infjgnis, 
Immemores  oftenderent, 

Conjundim  exftruendum  curarunr. 

Obiit  III.  Idus  Martii,  A.  D.  1782.  An,  JEt.  23. 


The 


412 


MEDICAL 


#  #  #  # 

The  Royal  Society  of  Medicine  at  Paris, 
have  propofed  the  following  prize-quedion  : 
What  are  the  difeafes  that  prevail  mod  com¬ 
monly  among  the  troops  during  the  dimmer, 
and  in  very  hot  weather  ?  What  is  the  mod 
fimple  and  lead  expenfive  method  of  treating 
them  ?  x^.nd  lajily^  What  are  the  means  to  be 
employed  for  preventing  or  moderating  their 
effects  in  very  hot  climates,  as  the  Windward 
or  Leeward  Illands  ?  The  differtations  of  com¬ 
petitors,  written  in  the  Latin  or  French  langua¬ 
ges,  mud  be  fent  to  M.  Vicq  d’Azyr,  fecretary 
to  the  Society,  by  the  id  of  December  1783. 

dfe 

TV*  *7V*  "?t*  TT* 

The  Royal  Academy  of  Sciences  at  Paris.* 
have  offered  a  premium  of  2400  livres  to  the 
perfon  who  ihall  difcover  the  eafied  and  cheap- 
ed  procefs  for  decompofmg  fea-falt,  and  extract  - 
ing  the  alkali  that  ferves  as  its  bads,  free  from 
any  acid  or  other  combination,  provided  the  va¬ 
lue  of  this  mineral  alkali  does  not  exceed  the 
price  of  that  which  is  procured  from  the  bed 
foreign  foda. 

The  differtations  on  this  fubject,  written  in 
French  or  Latin,  mud  be  fent  to  the  Marquis 

de 
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de  Condorcet,  fecretary  to  the  Academy,  be¬ 
fore  Eafter  1 783. 

#  #  #  # 

The  Dutch  Society  of  Sciences  at  Haerlem, 
have  propofed  the  following  inquiry  as  the  fub- 
je£t  of  a  prize-diflertation  :  1.  Une  defcription 
de  Fappareii  le  plus  propre  a  faire  des  experi¬ 
ences  fur  hair  condenfe,  de  la  fagon  la  plus  com¬ 
mode  et  la  plus  affuree.  2.  De  rechercher  avec 
eet  appareil  Fa&ion  de  Fair  condenfe,  dans  de 
cas  differens  de  s’occuper  entr’  autre  de  la  vie 
animale,  de  la  croiflance  des  plantes  et  de  Tin- 
flarnmabilite  des  differentes  efpeces  d’air.  Et 
3.  D’expofer  quelles  fuites,  ou  quelles  nouvelles 
connoifiances,  on  pourroit  en  deduire. 

DifTertations  on  this  fubjed  muft  be  tranf- 
mitted  to  Mr  C.  C.  H.  Vander  Aa,  fecretary  to 
the  Society,  by  the  ift  of  January  1785. 

By  the  fame  Society,  the  following  queftion 
alfo  is  propofed : 

Par  quelles  regies  de  conduite,  fondees  fur  la 
theorie,  &  confirmees  par  ^experiences,  pour- 
roit-on  conferver  la  fante  de  ceux,  qui,  faifant 
le  voyage  des  Grandes  Indes,  eprouvent  les  ef- 
fets  pernicieux  d’un  changement  extreme  de 
climat,  &  de  fagon  de  vivre  ?  Independamment 

des 
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des  regies  generates,  pourroit-on  en  indiquer 
des  particulieres  que  varieroient  fuivant  les  dif- 
ferentes  dalles  des  individus,  aux  quelles  on 
devroit  les  appliquer  ? 

"7T*  /T*  'K- 

Dr  Hawes,  at  the  dofe  of  his  ledures  on  ani- 

\ 

mation,  propofed  the  following  queltions  for 
two  prize-medals,  fubjed  to  the  ufual  regulati* 
ons. 

Are  there  any  pofitive  figns  of  the  extmdion 
of  life?  If  fo,  what  are  they  ?  Or  if  there  are 
not,  is  putrefadion  a  certain  criterion  of  death  ? 

The  dilfertations  on  this  fubjed  were  direded 
to  be  left,  before  the  end  of  September  1782, 
with  Dr  Fothergill,  at  his  houfe  in  Harpur- 
ftreet,  Red  Lion  Square,  who,  together  with 
Dr  Letfom,  Jebb  and  Whitehead,  were  appoint* 
ed  to  adjudge  the  medals.  Wre  have  not  heard 
whether  thefe  prizes  have  yet  been  bellowed 
on  any  competitors. 

#  *  #  * 

The  Royal  Academy  of  Sciences  at  Paris 
have  propofed  the  following  fubjed  for  an  ex¬ 
traordinary  prize-differtation  for  the  year  1783, 

De  determiner  la  nature  et  les  caufes  des  ma¬ 
ladies  aux  quelles  font  expofes  les  doreurs  au 

feu. 
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feu,  ou  fur  metaux ;  et  la  meilleure  maniere  de 

♦  l 

les  preferver  de  ces  maladies,  foit  par  des  moyens 
phyfiques,  foit  par  des  moyens  mechaniques. 

Differtations  on  this  fubject  are  ordered  to  be 
tranfmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Academy  by 
the  15th  of  February  1783. 

#  #  ^  * 

We  hear,  that  an  improved ‘edition  of  Dr 
Lewis's  New  Difpenfatory  will  be  publifhed  in 
Edinburgh  during  the  courfe  of  this  year.  The 
improvements  in  chemiftry  fince  his  time  are 
numerous  and  important.  The  Edinburgh  Phar¬ 
macopoeia  has  been  twice  materially  reformed. 
Several  new  medicines  have  been  thought  wor¬ 
thy  of  a  place  in  the  Materia  Medica ;  others 
have  been  expunged  ;  and  the  operation  of  ma¬ 
ny  medicines  on  the  human  body  are  now  ex¬ 
plained  in  a  very  different  manner.  Thefe  con- 
fiderations  render  it  very  defirable,  that  a  book 
on  fo  good  a  plan,  and  fo  univerfally  read,  fhould 
be  improved  to  the  utmofl.  This  edition  is  alfo 
to  have  feveral  ufeful  tables,  and  a  fet  of  extem¬ 
poraneous  prefcriptions,  ufed  by  the  mod:  emi¬ 
nent  practitioners  in  London  and  Edinburgh, 
after  the  plan  of  Dr  Berkenhcmt's  Pharmaco¬ 
poeia. 

Vol.  VIII.  D  d 
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#  *  #  * 

On  the  19th  of  January  1782,  died  at  Lon¬ 
don,  in  the  feventy-eighth  year  of  his  age,  Sir 

t  1 

John  Pringle,  Bart.  Phyfician-extraordinary  to 
the  King,  and  Phyfician  to  the  Queen.  During 
a  life  fpent  in  a&ive  indudry,  Sir  John  Pringle 
not  only  arrived  at  the  head  of  his  profeffion  in 
the  metropolis  of  Britain,  but  obtained  the 
edeem  of  every  genuine  lover  of  fcience ;  and, 
as  an  indubitable  tedimony  of  the  refped  in 
which  he  was  held  by  the  philofophical  world, 
he  was  ele&ed  Prefident  of  the  Royal  Society  of 
London.  The  duties  of  this  important  and  ho¬ 
nourable  office  he  difcharged  for  feveral  years 
with  the  mod  faithful  pun&uality.  But  finding 
that  the  approaches,  of  old  age  rendered  the  fa¬ 
tigues  of  bufinefs  greater  than  he  could  eafily 
accompliffi,  he  not  only  retired  from  the  pradice 
of  medicine,  but  alfo  from  the  prefidentffiip  of 
the  Royal  Society,  with  the  intention  of  fpend- 
ing  the  evening  of  life  among  a  circle  of  feled 
friends.  This  circumdance,  as  well  as  his  judi¬ 
cious  lad  will,  is  a  dronger  proof  of  unimpaired 
judgment,  than  if  he  had  continued  to  fill  an  of¬ 
fice  to  which  his  years  had  rendered  him  une¬ 
qual.  He  bequeathed  among  his  relations  a 

confiderable 
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confiderable  fortune  ;  which  was  fo  diflributed^ 
that,  while  his  neareft  relations  had  no  ground 
for  complaint,  it  will  ferve  to  afford  comfort  du¬ 
ring  the  remainder  of  life  to  fome  others  to 
whom  fortune  had  been  lefs  favourable.  He 
has  left  to  the  College  of  Phyficians  in  Edin¬ 
burgh,  his  Medical  Annotations,  confiding  of 
ten  volumes  in  quarto,  principally  written  with 
his  own  hand.  But  thefe  are  intended  folely  for 
the  private  ufe  of  the  members,  and  are  given 
on  the  exprefs  condition,  that  they  {hall  never 
be  publifhed  :  Not  that  he  could  have  any  defire 
of  with-holding  from  the  medical  world  what 
would  in  any  degree  tend  to  the  improvement  of 
the  profeflion  ;  but  becaufe  he  judged  feveral 
cafes  and  obfervations  which  they  contained,  in 
different  refpe&s  unfit  for  the  public  eye.  The 
obfervations  which  he  publifhed  on  armv  dlf- 
eafes  many  years  ago,  have  extended  his  fame 
through  Europe,  and  will  tranfmit  his  name  to 
pofterity  as  a  learned  and  intelligent  phyfician. 

#  #  #  # 

On  the  29th  of  April,  died  at  Hackney,  near 
London,  Dr  Thomas  Dawfon,  formerly  Phyfician 
to  the  London  Hofpital,  and  defervedly  celebra= 
ted  for  feveral  ufeful  medical  publications. 

D  d  2  On 
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#  #  #  # 

On  the  1 3th  of  May,  died  at  London,  Dr  Ba- 
mel-Charles  Solander.  He  was  a  native  of  Swe- 
den,  and  educated  at  the  univerfity  of  Upfal, 
where  he  obtained  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Me- 
dicine.  That  of  DoCtor  of  Laws  was  after¬ 
wards  conferred  upon  him  by  the  univerfity  of 
Oxford.  Dr  SoiandeTs  ftrong  propenfity  for 
the  purfuit  of  natural  knowledge  was  probably 

not  a  little  increafed  by  the  patronage  and  en~ 

* 

eouragement  of  his  preceptor  the  celebrated  Sir 

Charles  Linnaeus ;  while  the  zeal  which  he 

*  » 

fiiewed  for  thefe  branches  of  literature,  particu¬ 
larly  for  botany,  conciliated  the  efleem  and  af¬ 
fection  of  that  eminent  profeffor.  When  Dr 
Solander  went  from  Upfal  to  London  in  the 
profecution  of  his  ftudies,  Linnaeus  furnifhed  him 
with  introductory  letters  to  thofe  learned  men 
who  were  his  principal  correfpondents  in  the  me¬ 
tropolis  of  Britain.  In  thefe  letters,  among  other 
flrong  expreffions  of  regard,  he  is  faid  to  have 
employed  the  following  fentence :  “  Omnium 

difcipulorum ,  quos  unquam  habui ,  dilefti/Ji - 

% 

mus”  The  footing  thus  obtained,  Dr  Solan¬ 
der  foon  improved  by  agreeable  manners  and 
extenfive  knowledge.  In  no  long  time  he  con- 

traded 
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traded  intimacies  with  the  mod  eminent  philo- 
fophers  in  London,  particularly  with  Sir  Jofeph 
Banks,  the  Prefident  of  the  Royal  Society,  and 
one  of  the  firft  literary  chara&ers  in  Europe. 
He  was  the  companion  of  Sir  jofeph  in  thofe 
different  voyages  which,  he  made  for  the  foie 
purpofe  of  extending  natural  knowledge,  and 
which  will  do  immortal  honour  to  the  memory 
of  both.  When  he  was  not  thus  engaged,  his 
time  was  principally  fpent  in  the  Britifh  Mu- 
feum,  where  he  had  obtained  an  appointment 
in  every  refped  fuited  to  his  philofophical  difpo- 
fition.  And  in  difcharging  that  part  of  the  du¬ 
ties  of  his  office  which  led  him  to  fhow  that  in  oft 
valuable  collection  to  different  vifitors,  it  was 
hardly  poffible  to  conceive  a  more  agreeable 
union  of  the  manners  of  the  gentleman  with  the 
knowledge  of  the  philofopher.  While  he  was 
engaged  in  converfation  with  his  ufual  chearful- 
nefs  at  the  houfe  of  his  friend  Sir  Jofeph  Banks, 
he  was  fuddenly  attacked  with  a  fit  of  apoplexy, 
which,  in  a  few  days,  notwithftanding  the  bed 
medical  affidance,  terminated  in  his  death ;  an 
event  fincerely  regretted  by  all  who  had  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  his  acquaintance,  and  by  which  the  lite- 

D  d  3  rature 


420 


MEDICAL 


rature  and  philofophy  of  London  fuRained  a  real 
lofs. 

#  #  #  # 

On  the  1 6th  of  May,  died  of  a  pulmonary 
confumption,  at  Reading  in  Berkfhire,  on  his 
way  to  keland,  Dr  Dennis  Ryan,  late  afliRant 
Phyfician  to  the  Military  Hofpital  in  Jamaica,  a 
young  man  of  great  genius  and  uncommon  in- 
duflry.  He  communicated  to  the  public,  through 
the  channel  of  this  work,  and  of  the  London 
Medical  Journal,  feveral  important  obfervations ; 
and  while  he  profecuted  his  Rudies  at  Paris,  he 
made  a  Latin  tranflation  of  Dr  Duncan’s  Medi¬ 
cal  Cafes,  which,  we  hear,  will  foon  be  publifhed 
under  the  direction  of  Dr  Sandifort  of  Roter- 
dam,  brother  to  the  eminent  Profeflor  Sandifort 
of  Leyden. 

*  #  #  # 

On  the  13th  of  AuguR,  died  at  Naples,  Dr 
Alexander-Monro  Drummond,  a  young  Phyfi- 
cian  of  great  learning  and  very  uncommon  ta¬ 
lents.  He  was  born  and  educated  at  Edinburgh. 
After  the  neceRary  inftru&ion  in  the  languages, 
and  other  preliminary  branches  of  knowledge, 
he  betook  himfelf  to  the  Rudy  of  medicine  \  and 
during  the  courfe  of  ten  years,  he  was  peculiar* 
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ly  remarkable  for  the  molt  regular  attendance 
to  every  medical  teacher,  both  public  and  pri¬ 
vate,  and  for  unremitting  attention  in  the  pur- 
fuit  of  all  the  branches  of  medical  fcience.  In 
the  year  1771,  he  obtained  the  degree  of  Do£lor 
of  Medicine  from  the  univerfity  of  Edinburgh, 
with  uncommon  marks  of  diftinction  from  that 
learned  body.  On  that  occafion,  he  publilhed 
an  elegant  and  elaborate  inaugural  diflertation, 
entitled,  Comnentarius  de  Febribus  arcendis  difcu- 
tiendifque.  Upon  leaving  Edinburgh,  after  re¬ 
maining  fome  time  in  London,  where  he  culti¬ 
vated  the  acquaintance  and  obtained  the  efteem 
of  many  learned  men,  he  went  to  the  continent 
of  Europe  in  company  with  the  celebrated  Dr 
Ingenhouze.  After  vifiting  Paris,  Leyden,  Goet¬ 
tingen,  Vienna,  and  other  places  mod:  remarkable 
for  eminent  fchools  of  medicine,  he  joined  the 
Earl  of  Winchelfea  and  Lord  Algernoon-Percy 
on  a  tour  into  Greece,  Egypt,  and  other  parts  of 
the  Turkifh  dominions.  About  the  time  when 
he  was  leaving  Italy  on  this  expedition,  he  recei¬ 
ved  information  that  he  was  ele&ed  Profelfor  of 
\ 

the  Theory  of  Medicine  in  the  univerfity  of 
Edinburgh,  which  had  become  vacant  by  the 
death  of  Dr  Gregory,  and  the  advancement  of 
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Dr  Cullen  to  the  practical  chair.  This,  how¬ 
ever,  he  did  not  confider  as  an  obje£t  diffident 
to  interrupt  his  intended  plan.  And  the  patrons 
of  the  univerdty,  unwilling  to  lofe  fuch  an  addi¬ 
tion  to  their  medical  college,  refolved  to  keep 
the  place  vacant  till  his  return.  They  appointed 
Dr  Duncan  to  fill  the  theoretical  chair  as  an  in¬ 
terim  teacher ;  and  for  two  years  he  difcharged 
the  duties  of  that  office  much  to  the  fatisfa&ion 
of  audiences  uncommonly  numerous  for  the 
leclures  on  the  theory  of  medicine  even  in  the 
univerfity  of  Edinburgh.  Upon  Dr  Drum- 
mond?s  return  to  Europe,  having  formed  great¬ 
er  plans,  he  declined  accepting  of  the  profeffor- 
ffiip  at  Edinburgh.  He  communicated  to  his 
friends  an  intention  of  fettling  in  London  ;  but, 
for  private  reafons,  he  refolved  to  refide  for 
fome  time  in  Naples.  There  he  was  very  highly 
efleemed,  and  pra&ifed  medicine,  both  among 
the  natives  and  Britiffi  vifitors,  with  fuch  Angu¬ 
lar  fuccefs,  that  his  advice  was  ardently  fought 
for  in  cafes  of  the  greatefl  difficulty  and  danger. 
But.  although  his  own  circumftances  were  very 
narrow,  he  could  never  be  prevailed  upon  to  ac¬ 
cept  of  a  fee  even  from  the  moft  opulent  of  his 

countrymen. 
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'countrymen.  Among  other  literary  purfuits  at 
Naples,  Dr  Drummond  is  faid  to  have  been  en¬ 
gaged  in  writing  an  account  of  his  travels.  But 
an  accidental  fall  from  his  horfe,  by  which  his 
ikull  was  fractured,  proved  the  caufe  of  his 
death  at  an  early  period  of  life,  and  has  pro¬ 
bably  deprived  the  world  of  fome  valuable  pu¬ 
blications. 

#-5fc  -st  -at  / 

W  7v*  'Tt* 

On  the  3d  of  January  1783,  died  fuddenly,  at 
Edinburgh,  Dr  Thomas  Young,  profeffor  of  mid¬ 
wifery  in  the  univerfity,  and  a  pradtitioner  of  the 
firft  eminence  in  that  city.  When  Dr  Young 
was  firft  appointed  profeffor,  he  was  one  of  the 
members  of  the  College  of  Surgeons  in  Edin¬ 
burgh.  But  afterwards  refolving  to  join  the 
College  of  Phyticians,  he  took  the  degree  of 
Dodtor  of  Medicine  ;  on  that  occafion  he 
wrote  an  excellent  experimental  differtation  De 
Lafte,  in  which  are  contained  many  important 
and  ufeful  obfervations  refpedting  that  fluid.  He 
taught  and  practifed  midwifery  for  many  years 
with  great  reputation.  He  wrote  feveral  ingenious 
papers  on  different  medical  fubjects,  particularly 
on  the  puerperal  fever,  which  were  read  in  the 

Philofophical 
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Philofophical  Society  of  Edinburgh,  and  may 
probably  be  publifhed  in  courfe  of  the  future 
volumes  of  their  tranfaCtions,  the  Phyfical  and 
Literary  Effays.  Dr  Young,  fome  years  before 
his  death,  finding  that  his  academical  duties  and 
private  practice  were  a  greater  fatigue  than  he 
could  eafily  overtake,  and  being  defirous  of  in¬ 
troducing  into  the  univerfity,  as  his  coadjutor 
and  colleague,  Dr  Alexander  Hamilton,  who  had 
acquired  very  high  reputation  in  the  line  of  mid¬ 
wifery,  both  as  a  teacher,  a  practitioner,  and  an 
author,  he  refigned  his  profefforfinp,  and  was  in 
a  few  days  afterwards  again  elected  to  that  of¬ 
fice  in  conjunction  with  Dr  Hamilton.  In  this, 
while  he  demonftrated  that  liberality  of  fenti- 
inent  which  eminently  diftinguifhed  his  charac¬ 
ter,  by  overlooking  a  former  rivalftiip,  he  con¬ 
futed  in  a  high  degree  the  intereft  of  the  uni¬ 
verfity  and  the  public,  by  introducing  among 
the  number  of  profeffors  a  man  whofe  reputa¬ 
tion  was  already  eftablifhed,  and  who  had  given 
abundant  proof  of  uncommon  abilities  as  a 
teacher,  by  having  for  feveral  years  given  pri¬ 
vate  leCtures  with  great  fuccefs. 

Dr  Young,  when  apparently  in  a  date  of  the 
belt  health,  was  fuddenly  attacked  with  a  fit  of 
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apoplexy,  in  the  houfe  of  an  acquaintance,  and 
died  in  a  few  hours.  He  had  not,  however,  left 
to  the  lad  the  dedination  of  a  very  ample  for¬ 
tune  which  he  poflefl'ed.  Having  no  children, 
by  a  will  found  in  his  repofitories,  he  directed, 
after  a  handfome  provifion  for  his  wife,  the  di- 
vifion  of  it  among  his  relations ;  and,  with  no 
lefs  good  fenfe  than  humanity,  he  made  particu¬ 
lar  provifion  for  thofe  who  dood  mod  in  need 
of  his  aflidance. 

#  *  #  # 

About  the  middle  of  February,  died  at  Lif- 
bon,  where  he  had  gone  for  the  recovery  of  his 
health,  Dr  Peter  Duguid-Leflie,  phyfician  at 
Durham,  where  he  had  pra&ifed  with  reputa¬ 
tion  for  feveral  years,  and  lived  with  much 
edeem.  He  was  a  young  man  of  genius  and 
indudry,  and  ardent  in  the  purfuit  of  medical 
and  philofophical  knowledge.  Upon  taking  the 
degree  of  Do&or  of  Medicine  in  the  univerfity 
of  Edinburgh,  in  the  year  1 775,  he  publiihed 
an  inaugural  difiertation  De  Caloris  Animalium 
Caufa ,  in  wdiich  he  adopted  and  defended  a  hy- 
pothefis  concerning  animal  heat  propofed  and 
taught  by  Dr  Duncan.  His  obfervations  on 
this  fubjeft  he  afterwards  prefented  to  the  public 
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m  an-  Engfifh  drefs,  entitled,  A  philofophical  In¬ 
quiry  into  the  Caufe  of  Animal  Heat*  with  inci¬ 
dental  observations  on  Several  philofophical  and 
chemical  queftions  conneded  with  the  fubjed. 
From  that  work  Dr  Leflie  acquired  confiderable 
reputation  in  the  philofophical  world ;  and  not 
long  after  it  was  publifhed,  he  had  the  honour 
of  being  eleded  a  member  of  the  Royal  Society 
of  London*  He  was  engaged  in  another  literary 
work,  on  the  fubjed  of  fire,  when  he  was  at- 
tacked  with  the  influenza,  about  the  beginning 
of  June  3782.  This  terminating  in  phthifis 

pulmonalis,  at  length  proved  fatal. 

*  *  #  # 

On  Monday  the  31ft  of  March,  died  at  Lon¬ 
don,  Dr  William  Hunter,  Phyfician-extraordi- 
nary  to  the  Queen,  Teacher  of  Anatomy  in  Lon¬ 
don,  and  member  of  many  different  learned  So¬ 
cieties  for  the  advancement  of  ufeful  knowledge. 

This  celebrated  anatomifl  was  a  native  of  Kil- 
bryde  in  the  county  of  Lanerk.  His  father,  de¬ 
signing  him  for  the  church  of  Scotland,  fent  him, 
at  a  proper  age,  to  the  college  of  Glafgow ;  but 
having  Spent  five  years  in  regular  academical  at¬ 
tendance  there,  he  began  to  feel  ftrong  objec¬ 
tions  to  theological  ftudies ;  and  happening  to 
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become  acquainted  with  Dr  Cullen,  the  prefent 
celebrated  Frofefl'or  at  Edinburgh,  who  was  at 
that  time  juft  eftablifhed  in  praftice  at  Hamil¬ 
ton,  he  was  perfuaded  by  Dr  Cullen  to  apply 
himfelf  to  phyfic.  Dr  Cullen’s  friendfhip  made 
it  eafy  to  obtain  his  father’s  confent.  He  was 
taken  into  the  Do&or’s  houfe,  where  he  lived 
two  years.  Dr  Cullen  at  all  times  was  happy 
in  communicating  knowledge  to  his  pupils,  and 
flill  more  remarkable  for  infpiring  them  with  an 
enthufiaflic  love  of  ftudy.  This  was  a  moll 
fortunate  circumftance  for  Mr  Hunter,  whole 
uncommon  application  and  improvement  in  the 
line  of  his  profeilion,  in  a  fhort  time  recom¬ 
mended  him  to  the  notice  and  patronage  of  pro* 
feffors  of  the  nrft  anatomical  celebrity. 

In  Scotland,  if  we  except  Edinburgh,  there  is 
not  that  diftin&ion  between  the  branches  of 

«  X  * 

phyfic  that  prevails  in  England.  The  phyfici- 
ans  generally  difpenfe  their  own  medicines,  and 
likewife  prabtife  furgery.  Dr  Cullen,  though 
an  enthufiaflic  cultivator  of  phyfic  and  chemi- 
ftry,  had  always  a  diflike  to  the  chirurgical  part 
of  his  practice.  It  was  therefore  agreed  be¬ 
tween  him  and  Mr  Hunter,  that  the  latter  fliould 
go  firft  to  the  college  at  Edinburgh,  and  then 

to 
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to  London,  in  order  to  fee  the  practice  of  the 
hofpitals,  and  improve  himfelf  in  anatomy  and 
furgery,  and  that,  at  his  return  to  Hamilton,  a 
partnerfhip  fhould  take  place  between  them. 

Mr  Hunter  brought  with  him  to  London  a 
letter  of  introduction  to  his  countryman  Dr 
James  Douglas,  who  was  at  that  time  in  high 
reputation  as  a  phyfician  and  man -midwife,  and 
who  is  well  known  by  his  Treatife  on  the  Muf- 
cles,  and  other  works. 

Dr  Douglas  recommended  it  to  him  to  attend 
St  George’s  hofpital,  and  Dr  NicholPs  leCtures, 
as  a  perpetual  pupil,  for  the  opportunity  of  learn¬ 
ing  all  his  arts  in  making  anatomical  prepara¬ 
tions.  And  at  the  end  of  the  feafon,  when  he 
was  preparing  to  fet  out  on  his  return  to  Ha¬ 
milton,  Dr  Douglas  perfuaded  him  to  change 
his  propofed  plan,  and  prevailed  on  him  to  go 
to  Paris  and  to  Holland  with  his  fon,  at  that 
time  a  ftudent  of  phyfic,  and  afterwards  to  fettle 
in  London,  and  to  teach  anatomy.  Mr  Hunter 
communicated  this  propofal,  and  the  arguments 
which  Dr  Douglas  ufed,  to  Dr  Cullen,  who,  be¬ 
lieving  that  it  was  a  fairer  profpeCt,  with  his 
ufual  generofity,  readily  gave  his  confent. 

After 
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After  the  death  of  his  patron  Dr  Douglas,  Mr 
Hunter  began  to  teach  anatomy  in  London, 
His  eafy,  agreeable  manner  of  lecturing,  the 
new  and  clear  points  of  view  in  which  he  pla¬ 
ced  the  different  parts  of  his  fubjeQ,  added  to 
the  number,  and,  till  then  unknown,  elegance 
of  his  preparations,  drew  to  him  a  great  number 
of  pupils.  He  foon  became  eminent  in  his  pro- 
feffion,  enriched  the  art  with  many  important 
difcoveries,  and  for  many  years  fhone  unrivalled 
in  the  wide  and  fruitful  field  of  anatomy. 

In  or  about  174 7,  Mr  Hunter  was  admitted 
a  member  of  the  Surgeons  Company.  His  ana¬ 
tomical  reputation  foon  procured  him  an  exten- 
five  practice,  particularly  in  midwifery ;  and 
when  he  came  to  be  eftablifhed,  the  Univerfity 
of  Glafgow,  proud  to  reckon  him  among!!  her 
fons,  complimented  him  with  the  degree  of  Doc- 
tor  of  Medicine.  In  1756,  he  was  admitted  a 
member  of  the  College  of  Phyficians,  and  foon 
afterwards  was  elected  Fellow  of  the  Royal  So¬ 
ciety,  having  made  himfelf  known  by  an  inge¬ 
nious  paper,  “  on  the  Stru&ure  of  Cartilages,” 
publifhed  in  the  Philofophical  Tranfa&ions  fo  ear¬ 
ly  as  1 743.  He  has  fince  that,  at  different  times, 
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communicated  feveral  other  valuable  papers  to 
the  Society. 

When  our  prefent  amiable  Queen  became 
pregnant.  Dr  Hunter  was  confulted,  and,  at  the 
fame  time,  honoured  with  the  appointment  of 
Phyfician-extraordinary  to  her  Majefty.  When 
the  Royal  Academy  of  Arts  was  founded,  he 
was  nominated  Profeffor  of  Anatomy  to  that  in- 
ftitution  ;  and  lately,  upon  the  death  of  one  of 
the  eight  foreign  affociates  of  the  Academy  of 
Sciences  at  Paris,  he  was  eledted  to  fupply  the 
vacancy.  To  confider  him  as  a  teacher,  is  to 
view  him  in  his  mofl  amiable  character ;  perfpi- 
cuity,  unaffected  modefty,  and  a  defire  of  being 
ufeful,  were  his  peculiar  charadteriftics  ;  and  he 
was  moft  happy  in  blending  the  utile  with  the 
duke ,  by  introducing  appofite  and  pleafing  Ro¬ 
ries,  to  illuflrate  and  enliven  the  more  abffrufe 
parts  of  anatomy ;  thus  fixing  the  attention 
of  the  volatile  and  the  giddy,  and  enriching  the 
minds  of  all  with  ufeful  knowledge. 

Employed,  as  Dr  Hunter  had  been,  for  a  long 
feries  of  years,  by  perfons  of  the  higheft  diftinc- 
tion,  and  confulted  as  an  anatomift  in  difficult 
cafes  of  furgery  by  all  ranks  of  people,  and  from 
every  part  of  the  kingdom,  his  gains  muff  have 

been 
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been  immenfe ;  and  he  employed  them  in  a 
manner  the  molt  liberal,  for  the  improvement  of 
fcience.  Having  never  married,  and  being  a- 
verfe  to  oflentation  and  luxury,  he  always  con¬ 
ducted  his  domeftic  expences  on  a  plan  adapted 
to  his  profeilion  ;  and  his  accumulated  fees  were 
expended  in  ereding  and  furnilhing  a  mufeum, 
which,  confidered  in  every  point  of  view,  is  cer¬ 
tainly  not  to  be  equalled  in  Europe.  We  fhall 
fay  nothing  of  the  anatomical  preparations  it  con¬ 
tains,  becaufe  it  will  be  eafily  conceived,  that  a 
perfon  of  the  Dodor’s  difpofition,  who  had  fpent 
near  half  a  century  in  the  purfuit  of  a  favourite 
objed,  mull  have  amafled  every  thing  mod 
curious  and  valuable  on  that  fubjed.  But  the 
fpecimens  of  human  and  comparative  anatomy, 
form  only  a  fmall  part  of  the  Hunterian  Mufeum . 
His  colledion  of  fcarce  and  valuable  books  is 
to  be  equalled  only  by  royal  libraries  ;  and  his 
cabinet  of  medals,  particularly  Greek  and  Ro¬ 
man,  is  far  more  valuable  than  even  the  imperial 
colledion  at  Vienna. 

The  expence  of  building  his  houfe  and  mu¬ 
feum  in  Windmill-ftreet,  and  furnifhing  the  lat¬ 
ter,  is  laid  to  have  approached  near  to  100,000 1. 
His  Plates  of  the  Gravid  Uterus,  and  his  other 
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publications,  fufficiently  evince  his  profound 
knowledge  and  unwearied  induftry ;  and  the 
Defcription  of  his  Greek  Coins  demonftrates  his 
boundlefs  munificence.  It  is  much  to  be  fear¬ 
ed,  that  the  other  works  he  had  in  hand  at  the 
time  of  his  death,  are  left  too  incomplete  for  the 
public  eye.  >  Thus  he  toiled  through  a  long  life 
for  the  good  of  mankind  ;  and  it  may  be  truly 
faid,  that  he  did  not  live  and  toil  in  vain.  His 
amufmg  and  inftru&ive  talents,  his  facetioufnefs, 
his  eloquence,  his  fcience,  his  good  ceconomy 
in  acquiring  wealth,  his  well-directed  liberality 
in  employing  it,  are  all  fecured  by  durable  mo¬ 
numents. 

Dr  Hunter  had  been  ill  for  forne  time,  and 
had  fo  far  recovered  as  to  be  able  to  fit  up. 
While  in  this  Hate,  his  anxiety  for  his  pupils 
made  him  wifh  to  give  the  introdu&ory  le&ure 
to  the  operations  of  furgery ;  he  accordingly 
gave  it,  and  the  fatigue  he  underwent  occafion- 
ed  a  relapfe  of  his  difeafe,  which  terminated  fa- 
tally  notwithftanding  the  utmofl  fkill  and  atten¬ 
tion  of  his  Phyficians. 

Dr  Hunter  has  bequeathed  his  very  valuable 
mufeum  to  the  Univerfity  of  Glafgow.  But  the 
ufe  of  it  for  thirty  years  is  referved  to  the  inge¬ 
nious  Mr  Cruikfhank,  who  has  been  for  fome 

time 


COMMENTARIES.  433 

time  his  partner  as  an  anatomical  teacher,  and 
to  his  nephew  Mr  Matthew  Bailiie,  who  has  of 
late  alfo  been  his  afliftant  in  the  fame  depart¬ 
ment.  He  has  alfo  left  to  the  Univerfity  of 
Glafgow  the  fum  of  L.  8000,  which  is  to  be 
paid  them  within  two  years.  One  half  of  the 
intereft  of  this  fum  is  to  be  applied  for  fupport- 
ing  the  mufeum  while  it  remains  in  London* 
The  other  half,  together  with  the  whole  Capital* 
is  at  the  immediate  difpofal  of  the  Univerfity  of 
Glafgow,  for  the  purpofe  of  buying  ground  and 
ere&ing  proper  buildings  for  the  reception  of 
his  mufeum,  and  of  making  fuch  eftablifhments 
as  they  think  may  tend  to  promote  medical  and 
natural  knowledge.  The  o’bjett  which  Dr  Hun¬ 
ter  evidently  had  in  view  by  the  above  deftina- 
tion,  was  to  perpetuate  thofe  fignal  benefits 
which  the  public  derived  during  his  life,  from 
his  uncommon  abilities  and  unremitting  ardour 
in  the  purfuit  of  learning,  fcience,  and  medical 
difcoveries.  And  there  is  no  reafon  to  doubt, 

k 

that  his  two  immediate  fucceffors  in  the  line  of 
anatomy,  Mr  Cruikfhank  and  Mr  Bailiie,  as  well 
as  the  Univerfity  of  Glafgow,  will  endeavour  to 
difcharge  the  trufl  repofed  in  them,  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  will  reflect  the  highefl  honour  on  the 
memory  of  Dr  Hunter. 
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Lift  of  New  Books. 

I 

*J*"*J«-  ^  ■4*  •J*’ 4*  “5*'*l*  *1*  &  ^  •f*  ^  ^  ■f 

•+ 

Observations  on  the  ftru&ure  and  func¬ 
tions  of  the  nervous  fyftem,  illuftrated 
with  tables.  By  / Alexander  Monro ,  M.  D.  Pre- 
fident  of  the  Royal  College  of  Phyficians, 

and  Profeflor  of  Phyfic,  Anatomy  and  Surgery 

» 

in  the  univerfity  of  Edinburgh.  Folio.  Edin¬ 
burgh. 

Confpe&us  medicinae  theoretics,  in  ufum  a- 
cademicum.  Au&ore  Jacobo  Gregory ,  M.  D. 
Med.  Theoret.  in  Acad.  Ed.  Prof.  Vol.  II.  8vo. 
Edinburgi. 

Pharmacopoeia  collegii  regii  medicorum  Edin- 
burgenfis.  Editio  feptima.  8vo.  Edinburgi. 
1783. 

A  fyftem  of  furgery.  By  Benjamin  Bell ,  Mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  in  Edin- 

burgh. 
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burgh,  and  one  of  the  Surgeons  to  the  Royal 

Infirmary  of  that  city.  Illuflrated  with  copper- 

«<» 

plates.  Vol.  I.  8vo.  Edinburgh. 

Firfl  lines  of  the  practice  of  phyfic,  for  the 
ufe  of  fludents  in  the  univerfity  of  Edinburgh. 
By  William  Cullen ,  M.  D.  Profeffor  of  the  Prac¬ 
tice  of  Phyfic  in  the  univerfity  of  Edinburgh, 
firfl  Phyfician  to  his  Majefly  for  Scotland,  &c. 
Vol.  III.  8vo.  Edinburgh. 

Philofophicai  Tranfa&ions.  Vol.  LXXII.  4to. 
London. 

A  fyftein  of  the  practice  of  medicine,  from 
the  Latin  of  Dr  Hoffman  ;  in  two  volumes.  By 
the  late  William  Lewis ,  M.  B.  F.  R.  S.  Revifed 
and  completed  by  Andrew  Duncan ,  M.  D.  8vo. 
London. 

A  narrative  of  a  fingular  gouty  cafe,  with  ob- 
fervations.  By  John  Lee ,  M.  D.  8vo.  Lon¬ 
don. 

The  valetudinarian^  companion  ;  or  obfer- 
vations  on  air,  exercife,  and  regimen,  with  the 
medical  properties  of  the  fea  and  mineral  waters 
of  Brighthelmflon.  By  Loft  us  Wood ,  M.  D.  8vo. 
London. 

A  defcription  of  the  influenza,  with  its  diftinc- 
tion  and  method  of  cure.  By  R.  Hamilton , 
M,  D.  8vo.  London. 
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Memoirs  of  the  life,  and  a  view  of  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  the  late  Dr  John  FothergilL  By  Gil - 

* 

bert  Thompfon ,  M.  D.  8vo.  London. 

Obfervations  on  the  fulphur-water  at  Croft 
near  Darlington.  By  Robert  Willian ,  M.  D. 
8vo.  London. 

An  inquiry  into  the  date  of  medicine,  on  the 
true  principles  of  induCtive  philofophy  ;  with  an 
appendix,  containing  practical  cafes  and  obfer¬ 
vations.  By  Robert  Jones ,  M.  D.  8vo.  Lon- 
don. 

A  letter  to  Dr  Robert  Jones  of  Caermarthen- 
fhire,  in  anfwer  to  the  account  which  he  has 
publifhed  of  the  cafe  of  Mr  John  Braham-Ifaac- 
fon,  ftudent  of  medicine,  and  to  the  injurious 
afperfions  which  he  has  thrown  out  againfl  the 
phyficians  who  attended  Mr  Ifaacfon.  By  An¬ 
drew  Duncan ,  M.  D.  Svo.  London. 

New  thoughts  on  medical  eleCtricity ;  or  an 
attempt  to  difcover  the  real  ufes  of  eleCtricity  in 
medicine ;  including  a  very  remarkable  cafe  ; 
in  two  letters  to  a  friend.  8vo.  London. 

An  inquiry  into  the  nature  of  the  venereal 
poifon,  and  the  remedies  made  ufe  of  to  prevent 
its  effeCts,  principally  with  refpeCt  to  lotions, 
pomades,  and  injections  j  addreffed  particularly 

to 


/ 


COMMENTARIES.  437 


to  young  men.  By  J.  Clubbe ,  Surgeon  at  Ipf- 
wich.  8vo.  London. 

A  letter  addrefled  to  Dr  Stevenfon  of  New¬ 
ark,  occafioned  by  a  poflfcript  publifhed  in  the 
fecond  edition  of  his  medical  cafes ;  with  re¬ 
marks  on  four  letters  written  by  Philip  Thick- 
nefle,  Efq.  By  Edward  Harrifon ,  Member  of 
the  Royal  Medical  Society  at  Edinburgh. 

A  medical  and  philofophical  effay  on  the  theo¬ 
ry  of  the  gout.  8vo.  London. 

An  epiflie  to  Dr  Falconer  of  Bath.  By  Phi¬ 
lip  Thickneffe .  8vo.  London. 

Short  ftri&ures  on  the  method  of  treatment 
recommended  by  Dr  Dawfon,  in  the  acute  rheu- 
inatifm.  By  Thomas  Sanden ,  M.  D.  i2mo. 
London. 

An  hiftorical  (ketch  of  medicine  and  furgery, 
from  their  origin  to  the  prefent  time  ;  and  of 
the  principal  authors,  difcoveries,  improvements 
and  errors.  By  William  Black ,  M.  D.  8vo. 
London. 

Elements  of  the  theory  and  practice  of  me¬ 
dicine  and  furgery.  By  John  Aitken ,  M.  D, 
8vo.  London. 

An  account  of  fome  experiments  on  mercury, 
filver  and  gold,  made  at  Guildford  in  May  1782, 
in  the  laboratory  of  James  Price,  M.  D.  F.  R.  S. 
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To  which  is  prefixed  an  abridgment  of  Boyle’s 
account  of  a  degradation  of  gold.  4to.  Oxford. 

Lettre  fur  les  experiences  des  fri&ions  gla¬ 
ciates,  pour,  la  guerifon  de  la  pefte  et  autres  ma¬ 
ladies  putrides.  Par  D.  Samoilowitz ,  M.  D. 
8  vo.  Paris. 

Catalogue  fyflematique  des  arbres  et  arbufles 
etrangers,  la  plupart  de  PAmerique  feptentrio- 
nale,  cultive  dans  le  jardin  Americain,  a  la  terre 
de  Madame  la  Comtefie  de  Hohenheim,  et  qui 
paffent  Phiver  en  plein  champ.  i6mo.  Studgard. 

Defcription,  ufage,  et  avantages  de  la  machine 
pour  reduire  les  fra&ures  des  jambes,  inventee 
par  Dom.  Alb.  Pieropan  de  Vicence.  Par  AT. 
Mongez .  8vo.  Paris. 

Notions  elementaires  de  botanique,  avec  Pex- 
plication  d’une  carte,  compofee  pour  fervir  aux 
cours  publics  de  Pacademie  de  Dijon.  8vo.  Di- 

j°n- 

DifTertation  chemique  fur  les  eaux  minerales 
de  Lorraine.  Par  M.  Nicolas.  8vo.  Paris. 

Traite  des  eaux  minerales  de  Chateldon,  de 
celles  de  Vichy  et  deHauterive  en  Bourbonnois, 
avec  le  detail  de  leurs  proprietes  medicinales  et 
leur  analyfe.  Par  AT.  Debrejl ,  M.  D.  nmo. 
Moulins* 
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Eflai  fur  les  alimens,  pour  fervir  de  commen- 
taire  aux  livres  dietetiqucs  d'Hippocrate.  Par 
C.  Lory ,  M.  D.  &c.  nmo,  Paris. 

Traite  des  proprietes  et  ufage  de  la  douce 
amere,  ou  folanum  fcandens,  dans  la  traitement 

de  plufieurs  maladies,  et  furtout  des  maladies 

» 

dartreufes.  Par  M.  Carnere.  8vo.  Paris. 

Memoires  fur  les  obfervations  meteorolo- 
giques,  faites  a  Franeker  en  Frife,  pendant  Fan- 
nee  1779.  Par  iVJ.  Van  Swinden.  8vo.  Am- 
iterdam. 

Traite  general  des  peches,  et  hiftoire  des  poif- 
fons,  ou  des  animaux  qui  vivent  dans  Feau.  Par 
M.  Duhamel  de  Monceau .  Vol.  III.  Sect.  ix.  4to. 
Paris. 

De  Teledricite  du  corps  humain  dans  Fetat  de 
fante  et  de  maladie ; — ouvrage  couronnee  par 
Facademie  de  Lyon ;  dans  lequel  on  traite  de 
Fele&ricite  de  Fatmofphere,  de  fon  influence, 
et  de  fes  effets  fur  Feconomie  animale.  Par 
M.  LAbbe  Bertholon  de  S.  Lazare.  i2mo.  Paris, 

Diflertation  fur  les  avantages  de  Fallaitement 
des  enfans  par  leurs  meres ;  ouvrage  qui  a  ete 
couronne  par  la  faculte  de  medecine  de  Paris, 
dans  fa  feance  publique,  le  9  Decembre  1779, 
Par  M.  Landais.  8vo.  Paris, 
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DifTertatio  medica  de  fenfibilitate  offium  mor- 
bofa,  quam,  Prsefide  Adolpho  Murray,  fuftinuit 
Laurentius  Br andelius ,  M.  A.  4to.  Upfal. 

Henrici  Palmatii  Levelingii ,  Philof.  et  Med. 
Do£tor.  Anat.  Chirurg.  et  Inflit.  Medic,  in  Uni- 
verfitate  Anglipolitana  Prof.  publ.  &c .  Obferva- 

i 

tiones  anatomicas  rariores,  de  valvula  Euflachii 
et  foramine  ovali,  quas  pro  gradu  Dodloris  de- 
fendit.  Franc .  Xavier  de  Bugiioni .  qto.  An- 
glipoli. 

DiiTertatio  inauguralis  pra&ico-medica,  de 
mercurii  fublimati  corrofivi  in  fiphylide  efficaci 
tutoque  ufu.  Au&ore  G.  Wifitkelly.  8vo.  Vi¬ 
enna. 

Schcnh.  Lud.  Fink  de  morbis  biliofis  anomalis, 
occafione  epidemic,  cujus  hifloria  praemifla  eft, 
ab  anno  1 776  ad  1781  in  comitatu  Teclinbur- 
genfi  obfervatas.  8vo.  Munfler. 

Fafciculus  animadverfionum,  phyfiologici  at- 
que  mineralogico-chemici  argumenti.  Au&ore 
Carolo-Henrico  Kojilino ,  Phil,  et  Med.  D06I.  <&c. 
4to.  Stuttgard. 

Ignatii  A .  Born ,  Equ.  Acad.  Imp.  Nat.  Cur. 
Petropolit.  Lond.  &c.  Sodalis,  index  rerum  na¬ 
tural’!  urn  mufei  Caefarei  Vindobonenfis.  Pars 
prima.  Teflacea.  8vo.  Vienna. 
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Teftacea  mufei  Csefarei  Vindobonenfis,  quae 
jufiu  Mariae  Therefiae  Augufta;  difpofuit  et  de- 
fcripfit  Ignatius  A .  Born ,  Eques,  &c.  Folio. 
Vienna. 

De  limitanda  laude  librorum  medicorum  prac- 
ticorum  ufui  populari  deftinatorum.  Audore 
J,  A .  Murray ,  M.  D.  et  Prof.  4to.  Goettingen. 

Auduarium  ad  Alb .  HalJeri  elementa  phyfio- 
log;ee  corporis  humani,  excerptum  ex  nova  edi- 
tione,  et  adaptatum  veteri.  4to.  Leipfic. 

Che  mifch  phyfifche  fchriften,  i.  e.  chemico- 
phyfical  eftays.  By  Francis -Charles  Achard ,  Pro- 
feffor  of  Chemiftry  and  Member  of  the  Acade¬ 
my  of  Sciences  at,  Berlin.  8 vo.  Berlin. 

Von  der  wurkung  des  mohnfaffts  in  der  luft- 
fcuche,  i.  e .  of  the  effeds  of  opium  in  the  vene¬ 
real  difeafe ;  to  which  is  added  fome  obferva- 
tions  relative  to  the  difeafes  and  natural  hiftory 
of  North  America.  By  John-David  Schapjf. \ 
M.  D.  Phyfician  to  the  troops  of  Anfpach-Bay- 
reuth.  With  a  preface  by  the  editor,  T.  Delius , 
M.  D.  and  Profeflbr.  8vo.  Erlangen. 

Sammlungen  zur  phyfik  und  naturgefchichte 
von  einigen  Leibhabern  deifer  Wiflenfchaften, 
i.  e.  a  colledion  of  trads  on  natural  philolophy 
and  natural  hiftory.  Vol.  I.  8vo.  Leipfic. 
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Aryneykundige  abhandlungen  heraufgegeben 
von  dem  collegio  des  aerzte  in  London,  /.  e. 
Medical  tranfa&ions  publiflied  by  the  College  of 
Phyficians  in  London.  Tranflated  from  the 
Englifh  by  D.  C .  Chr .  Kranfe .  8vo.  Leipfic. 

Verhandelingen  van  het  Batavinafch  genoot- 
fchapen,  u  e .  Memoirs  of  the  academy  of  arts 
and  fciences  at  Batavia.  8vo.  Batavia. 

Der  aryt  fur  liebhaber  der  fchoenheit,  #.  e. 
The  phyfician  for  the  lovers  of  beauty.  8vo. 
Heidelberg. 

Gerichlich  medicinifche  beobachtugen,  /.  e. 
Cafes  relative  to  medical  jurifprudence.  By 
M.  Metzer ,  M.  D.  &c .  8vo.  Koningfberg. 

Einleitungin  die  pharmacie,  i.  e.  An  introduc¬ 
tion  to  pharmacy.  By  John-Frederick  Grnelin , 
M.  D.  Profelfor  of  Che  mi  dry  in  the  university 
of  Goettingen,  &c .  8vo.  Nuremberg. 

Auferlefne  vollftoendige  abhandlungen  von 
der  colik  von  Poitou,  i.  e .  Seledl  diflertations  on 
the  colic  of  Poitou.  Tranflated  into  German 
from  the  Latin  of  De  Haen,  Grafhuys,  Tron- 
chin,  and  Strack,  by  C.  F.  Schweder .  8vo.  Co¬ 
penhagen. 

Tratado  teorico-pra&ico  de  materia  medica 
interna  y  externa,  que  explica  los  medicamentos 
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naturales  o  fimples  afi  como  las  prseparaciones 
chimicas  las  mas  ufuales,  fus  dofis,  fa  modo  de 
obrar,  los  cofos  donde  convienn,  y  fus  formulas, 
con  un  fupplemento  a  lo  ultimo.  Par  Don  Juan 
Ranee ,  M.  D.  4to.  Barcelona. 

Difiertacion  fobre  el  fen  de  Efpana.  pruebafe 
come  efpecificamente  no  es  diftinto  del  Alexan- 
drino  u  oriental ;  y  explicanfe  fus  virtudes  en  la 
medicina,  fu  cultivo,  &c.  a  que  fe  annade  la  la¬ 
mina  de  la  planta.  Par  Don  Salvador  Soliva , 
M.  D.  8vo.  Madrid. 

Letters  fopra  A.  Corn.  Celfo,  al  celebre  Abate 
Girolamo  Terabofchi.  8vo.  Rome. 

Parere  medico-legale  fopra  un  fetoa,  &c .  i.  e, 
a  medico-legal  confultation  concerning  a  foetus 
that  came  into  the  world  after  a  pregnancy  of 
1 96  days.  By  Lewis  BeJJi ,  M.  D.  4to.  Flo¬ 
rence. 

P.  M.  Augujli  Broujfonet ,  Medicine  Dodloris, 
Societatis  Regise  Londinenfis  et  Monfpelienfis 
Socii,  Ichthyologia,  fiflens  pifeium  deferiptiones 
et  icones.  410.  London. 

L’orberni  Bergman ,  Chemiae  Prof.  Upf.  et  Equi- 
tis  aurati  regii  ordinis  de  Wafa,  Opufcula  phyfi- 
ca  et  chemica,  pleraque  feorfim  antea  edita,  jam 
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ab  audore  colleda,  revifa,  et  auda.  Vol.  IL 
Cum  tabulis  seneis.  8vo.  Upfal. 

NicoL  Rigler ,  Phyfici  Ducatus  Bielicenfis  in  Si- 
lefia  Auftriaca,  Conflitutio  epidemica  annorum 
I775,  1776,  1778,  1779.  Adjedis  nonnullis  fe- 
ledioribus  cafibus  pradicis.  8vo.  Breflaw. 

Differtatio  inauguralis  de  fanguinis  miflione  in 
febribus  putridis.  Audore  Wernero-Ernefto  Ru - 
dolpho .  4to.  Gottingas. 

Obfervationum  obftetriciarum  de  partu,  clu- 
nibus  prasviis  perado  decas.  Audore  Georgio - 
Gulielmo  Spangerberg •  41:0.  Gottingas. 

Pharmacopoeia  pauperum  in  ufum  inflituti 
clinici  Hamburgenfis,  edita  a  Societate  Medica. 
8iro.  Hamburgh* 

Ada  Societatis  jablonovianae,  varii  argumen¬ 
ts  ab  anno  1775  ad  annum  1779.  Tom.  V. 
4to.  Leipfic. 

Differtatio  phyfica  de  aqua.  Audore  Chrift. 
Fred .  Parrot .  4to.  Erlangen. 

Tentamen  phyfiologicum  de  motibus  volunta- 
riis.  Audore  Claudio  Francifc .  Blaize.  4to, 

Chrijiiani  Fheophili  Krafzeinteinii ,  Prof.  Phyfi- 
ces  in  univerfitate  Haffnienfi,  Tentamen  refol- 
vendi  problema  ab  academia  propofitum  :  Qua¬ 
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